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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Tuesday 13th June 2023 

Term 2 Week 8 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 

Term 2 (9 weeks) 
Mon 24th April - Fri 23rd June  

 

Tuesday 13th June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Tues 13th & Wed 14th June 
Year 2 Log Cabin Camp 

 

Friday 16th June 
12.40pm 4BW Assembly 

 

Regional Netball (Colac) 
 

 Saturday 17th June 
6pm Year 4 First Eucharist 

at St Alipius 
 

Sunday 18th June 
9am Year 4 First Eucharist 

at St Alipius 
 

10.30am Year 4 First 
Eucharist at Ss Peter & Paul, 

Buninyong 
 

Mon 19th – Thurs 22nd June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  Yrs 4/5/6 Golf Clinics  

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  SFX Music Showcases 

6pm in Gym  
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Mon 10th & Tues 11th July 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Thursday 13th July 
State Cross Country 

 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am Mass in Gym 

 

12.40pm 2EH Assembly 
 

Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July 
 School closure day 

 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Wednesday 23rd August 
Division Basketball 

 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Our collection of feast days continues with the last of the post Easter run last Sunday 
celebrating the feast of the Body & Blood of Christ. This is one of the most significant Feast 
days in the Catholic Church, and one which has a very special meaning to those in our 
community who have been preparing to receive the sacrament of First Eucharist. 
 

The Church today recognises seven sacraments. The first sacrament is 
Baptism followed by Confirmation, Reconciliation, First Eucharist, 
marriage/Holy Orders and Anointing of the Sick/Last Rights. First Eucharist 
is when we are invited to participate fully in the sacramental life of the 
church by receiving communion. As the sacraments go, it’s probably the 
one that the students most look forward to! We wish Isla, Charlie, Alfie, 
Nicholas, Angus, Hudson, Evie, Sophie, Ava, Hamish, Aria, Bailey, Henri, 
Audrey, Hudson, Elly, Margo, Cooper, Mia, Marli, Noah, Lachlan, Rhys, Ivy, 
Aila, Luella, Evangeline, Mila, Hudson, Lucinda, Leni, Amelia, Maeve, 
Beatrice, George, Christopher, Sierra, Sophie, Abbey, Reuben, Ava, Isabelle, William, Lois, 
Jed, Harriet, Archie and Haddie all the very best as they receive their First Eucharist this 
weekend and we congratulate Nicholas, Madison, Asha and Billy who have already received 
their First Eucharist. 
 
 
 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 
 
King’s Birthday Holiday 
Did you enjoy the King’s Birthday holiday yesterday. It is the first 
time in more than 70 years that we have celebrated the King’s 
Birthday so we hope that it was memorable for you. How 
interesting that the Queen and the King both share the same 
birthday! 
 
School Closure Day 
Thanks to all families for supporting our school closure day last Friday. We had a busy day 
working with the team from Mackillop family Services as we continued our work in the 
Relate wellbeing program. This is a focus across the Diocese so it is great to have the 
opportunity to work with a dedicated team of professionals. 
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Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 25th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Tuesday 5th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris 
 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Tuesday 19th December 
Last 2023 student day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SFX Music Showcase 
 
Are you ready? Your children are!  
 
Please come along and enjoy a 
special night with our students as 
they show what they are learning in 
class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Apple for the Teacher 
Congratulations to Mr. Jack Ferguson who has been awarded the ‘Apple for the Teacher’ 
award this week from Power FM! We already know that Mr. Ferguson is a super teacher so 
it’s great that the wider community now knows it too. Congratulations Jack! 
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  News from the Stork 
  Mrs. Brighid Ginnane-Smith celebrated some very special news with her students last week. Brighid 
  is expecting the arrival of her second child later this year! Congratulations Brighid and Lukas. We  
  wish you all the very best! Brighid will be with us well into fourth term so we will all be able to  
  watch this little project grow over the coming months. 
 
  School Uniform Focus 
  We have been doing so well with our school uniforms lately. Our focus on footwear has been taken up so well and  
  our jewellery focus last week really helped to get us all back on track. This week we will focus on hair styles. Our  
  school policy asks that all long hair is tied back and that only approved ribbons/head gear can be worn at school. Your  
  help at home with this is greatly appreciated. 
 

  Hair 
  Long hair is to be tied back.  A plain maroon or navy hair tie, scrunchie or maroon or navy ribbons may be worn.  Hair  
  should always be neat and tidy.  Shaving the head is not permitted.  Unnatural hair colouring is not permitted. 
 
  End of term – Start of Term 
  Classes will cease for the end of term on Friday 23rd June at 2.20pm. Third term will commence on Monday 10th July  
  at 8.55 am. Happy holidays everyone! 
 
  Year 2 Camp 

 
 
Our Year 2 students are enjoying a very special time on camp today and tomorrow. 
This is their first camp experience and it’s a big step in their young lives. Well done 
students! 
 
 

 

  Yr. 6 Swimming Program 
  Our Yr. 6 students commence their swimming program this week. This is an important component of their PE 
  program and one which is always enjoyed by all. Should you have any questions regarding the swimming program,  
  please contact your child's class teacher. 
 
 
 

Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; Grades do not define our worth. 
 

 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday June 11, 2023       Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Year A) 
  

Gospel: John 6:51-58 
Jesus said: “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats this bread, he will live for ever. The 
bread that I will give him is my flesh, which I give so that the world may live.” 
This started an angry argument among them. “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they asked. 
Jesus said to them, “I am telling you the truth: if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
will not have life in yourselves. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them to 
life on the last day. For my flesh is the real food; my blood is the real drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood live in me, and I live in them. The living Father sent me, and because of him I live also. In the same way, 
whoever eats me will live because of me. This, then, is the bread that came down from heaven; it is not like the bread 
that your ancestors ate. They later died, but those who eat this bread will live for ever.” 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection:  
Why do you think Jesus chose to talk about bread?  
Bread is a very important food- it is a basic food eaten by people all over the world.  
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It is an everyday food that all Jesus’ listeners would have recognised and understood.  
Bread is still very important in the lives of many people around the world today and is a staple in most diets. 
 
This week as many of our Year Four students prepare for their Sacrament of First Communion, we remember how 
very special the bread at Mass is, because we become Jesus’ body. We look forward to taking part in this special meal 
with the whole parish community, by receiving a special blessing or, if we have made our First Communion, the Body 
of Christ. 

 
 
Sacrament of First Communion:    This week we pray for many of our Year Four Students who are receiving the 
Sacrament of First Communion. As a part of their Religious Education lessons, the children have been invited to think 
about hospitality and how Catholic Christians celebrate at Mass. Fr Jorge is coming to visit their classes this week and 
we wish them all the best this weekend. Many thanks to Ms Wrigley, Ms Howard, Ms Pearson and Ms Cicchini in 
helping prepare them for this special day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
 
 

Curriculum News 
 

Mid-Year Reports  Leadership are now reading class reports ready 
for next week. Once again I thank the Specialists and Classroom 
Teachers for the energy, thoroughness, sincerity, professionalism 
and time that they have brought to their report writing. As 
communicated to families, St. Francis Xavier Primary School 
continues its firm commitment to working in partnership with 

parents to enable our children to achieve their best.  
Our end of Semester One reports will be available on PAM from Thursday 22nd 
June. 
 
SFX Music Showcase  Performing Arts Lessons at St Francis Xavier Primary School assist students to participate in and 
develop a lifelong interest in ‘The Arts’. Our Performing Arts program includes Music, Dance and Drama.  Each 
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discipline has its own distinctive body of knowledge and its own elements, techniques and conventions. Students 
develop their literacy in each discipline which enables them to grow and to contribute to their school, community 
and culture. Performing Arts develop the artistic and aesthetic dimensions of human experience and contribute to 
their intellectual ability. Performing Arts stimulate imagination, thinking and understanding. I am looking forward to 
attending the upcoming music showcases! They will be very special evenings, and for many children their first ‘school 
concert’ experience. Many thanks go to our Performing Arts teacher Mr Dan West for providing this opportunity for 
our children, families and friends.  

 
  

   Enjoy your week.                                    

                                                                                    Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement   
 

Wellbeing News 
 
  
If your household is anything like mine, watching sport is a big deal! In the last couple of weeks I’ve caught glimpses of 
AFL, Rugby League, Motorsports, Netball, Soccer and Golf as I wander past the TV. 
 

An athlete's truly incredible accomplishment is not only their natural ability; but developing the mental strength 
needed to get them to the top level of competition. 
We have so many wonderful conversations watching high level performances and gut-wrenching defeats.  Sport can 
offer us numerous opportunities for teaching our children about perseverance, goal-setting, resilience, gratitude, 
adaptability and teamwork. Although most of us will never achieve or compete at such high levels, we can use these 
athletes as examples to help our children learn about what it takes to achieve great results and developing a growth 
mindset. 
  

We can help our children develop a growth mindset by: 
·   Being curious about other ideas, learning tactics and solutions to problems 
·   Looking at failure as a learning opportunity- in fact replace the word “failing” with the word “learning” 
·   Using the power of “yet” (e.g. “I can’t do that “ versus “I can’t do that….yet!”) 
·   Learning we only improve if we keep trying 
·   Viewing challenges as opportunities 

  

Attached is an interesting article about why school grades do not define our worth- and why it is more important to 
cultivate a growth mindset.  
 
 

Kind regards,                                              
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
 
 
 
  

 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Greater Western Regional Netball    Good luck to our Girls netball team participating in this Friday's Greater Western 
Regional Netball tournament in Colac. They qualified for this event by winning the Eureka Division earlier in the term. 
We wish Annabella Chalmers, Pearl Nicholson, Lola Roney, Felicity McGrath, Olivia Green, Abbie Gervasoni, Tayla 
Hiscock, Mia van Hamond, Mia Mahar, Ivy Pearce and of course the coach Mrs Barclay all the very best! 
 
 

Interschool Sport    Also this Friday, our Yr 5 & 6's will be participating in a variety of sports and activities at SFX with 
the Yr 5 & 6 students from St Pat's and Sienna Primary Schools. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to 
participate in sports in a friendly competition environment, play new sports and activities and to visit and mingle with 
students they may go to secondary school with later on. 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
 

Term 2: 
 Week 8 - Tuesday Jun 13th - Yr 6 Swimming (session 1) 
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 Week 8 - Friday Jun 16th - Regional Netball (Colac) 
 Week 9 - Mon/Tue/Wed Jun 19/20/21 - Golf Clinics (Yr 4-6) 
 Week 9 - Mon/Tue/Wed/Thur Jun 19/20/21/22 - Yr 6 Swimming (sessions 2-5) 

 

Term 3: 
 Week 1 - Thursday July 13th - State Cross Country 
 Week 7 - Wednesday Aug 23rd - Division Basketball 
 Week 7 - Friday Aug 25th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 9 - Tuesday Sep 5th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball 
dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a magnificent week. 
 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 P&F News   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Term 2 P&F Update:  
 
 
 

Hot Chocolates     
We are once again offering hot chocolates with marshmallows for sale in the gym on Mondays for $1.50 at first 
break.  
We are again grateful to Inglenook Dairy for the generous donation of their delicious milk, Grounded Pleasures for 
the hot chocolate and So Soft Marshmallow Co for the yummy marshmallows! We require helpers (sorry no younger 
siblings due to OH&S)    https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB  
 
 
 

Hot Lunches     
We are back ordering with Stewart’s Bakery as our supplier and are so happy for them they have been able to 
re open. Orders need to be placed on Flexischools by 10am on Thursday. We are always in need of volunteers. 
Toddlers and younger siblings are most welcome in the gym. 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation  
 
 
 

Second Hand Uniform Shop       
We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in 
stock and buy, please call into the front office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 

 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation
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Attachments   
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