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In the Land of the Wadawurrung People
Dear Parents and Families,
The weeks are flying by. The children are having a busy term—a term filled with many varied
experiences and learnings.
Next week is Catholic Education Week. This is a celebration of our Catholic Identity. The week
celebrates the important role faith plays in the lives of our children. The presence of God is
celebrated in the everyday relationships we form. These relationships are based on honesty
and respect. A sense of wonder of the world and each other is fostered as students are helped
to understand God as
The theme is Faith in the Future, and recognises and celebrates 200 Years of Catholic
Education in Australia.
In recognition of 200 years of Catholic education in Australia, Catholic Education Week 2021
will align with school communities across Australia in celebrating this landmark event. The
theme for the week is Faith in the Future
which speaks of the essence of hope in
faith, so needed against the backdrop of
this year. A central focus of the week will
be the celebration of the Feast of Our
Lady Help of Christians. Patron of
Australia, on Monday 24th May. A
national Mass will be celebrated on this
day with the key intention being that
students, staff, parents and the wider
community join together on the one day across Australia to pray in thanksgiving for 200 years
of Catholic education, and with great faith in the future of Catholic education.
NAPLAN Testing
Congratulations to all our Year 3 & 5 students who recently completed four days of National
Assessment. Some children thought the tests were easy and others thought they would not
survive them, but they have all recovered and this week their school routine will be back to
normal! In Term 3 we will receive reports for these children.
Parent - Teacher Partnerships
Please find attached the first of six interesting documents where teachers reveal six rules for
parents to help their children get the most out of school.
1. Important messages for parents from teachers
Today’s teachers have provided the parents of children attending preschool and school with
some valuable insights into how they can contribute more effectively to their children’s
education.
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Wednesday 16th June
Year 2 Camp - Log Cabin
Camp Creswick
Friday 18th June
School Assembly - Year 4BL
Sunday 24th June
School Working Bee

Term 2 Week 10
Friday 25th June
Last Day of Term 2
School Assembly Year - 3CP
Casual Dress Day
Term 3
July 12– Sept 17

Term 3 Week 1
Monday 12th July
First Day of Term 3

Tuesday 13th July
School Board Meeting
Friday 16th July
Term 3 Liturgy
Term 3 Week 2
Friday 23rd July
School Assembly – Year 2AH
Term 3 Week 3
Wednesday 28th July
Finance Committee Meeting
Friday 30th July
Causal Dress Day
School Assembly – Year
1MM
Term 3 Week 4
Monday 2nd August
Foundation 100 Days of
School
Tuesday 3rd August
P & F Committee Meeting
Term 3 Week 5
Tuesday 10th August
School Board Meeting
Friday 13th August
Student Free Day

2. Features surveyed:
In response to an opinion survey conducted by NEiTA (National Excellence in Teaching Awards)
and the Australian Scholarships Group (ASG), award-winning teachers speak openly about
learning, teaching, and parent involvement in their children’s education.
3. Insights gained:
Teachers offer insights into the roles parents need to play to help their children make the best
of their abilities. Most of all, teachers want parents to work in partnership with them.
Attached: PTP Rule 1-Prepare Your Child For School.pdf
Hot Chocolates
 Hot Chocolates will commenced in Week 2, on a Monday.
 Children can purchase their hot chocolate for $2.00 during the first break in the gym.
REMINDER: School Uniform:
The reason for our school uniform is to ensure that our children are identified as students who
belong to the community of St. Francis Xavier. When some students continually ignore aspects
of the uniform policy, this causes resentment and disharmony for other students and families. I
ask parents to be encouraging and supportive in your role so that the school uniform is
respected and adhered to and that there is a strong level of equality and fairness in the
management of the uniform protocol.
 Full winter uniform may be worn from Day 1 of Term 2.
 For the first 2 weeks of Term 2 we will be in a transition phase for Uniform. Children are
permitted to be in either Summer or Winter Uniform.
 From Monday 3rd May (Week 3) all children are expected to be in Winter Uniform.
School Performances in 2021
At this stage we are planning for School Performances to be videoed and shared with families
via SeeSaw and our Social Media Channels. We are hoping that the children will be able to at
least perform to a school audience. COVID 19 density restrictions continue to affect our ability
to have parents onsite in large numbers. Should these requirements for schools change we will
amend our arrangements appropriately.
Week
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Term 3

Term 4

Year 4

Year 1
Year 5

Year 2
Year 3
Year 6

Nativity

Free NEW live webinar: eSafety’s guide to parental controls
The eSafety Commission run a number of training sessions for parents. They have a new
webinar, eSafety's guide to parental controls, which look at how parents and carers can set up
devices and apps to help keep young people safer online.
This webinar is targeted to parents and carers of 5 to 13-year-olds. The webinar will look at
how parents and carers can set up devices and apps to help kids and young people stay safe
online.
It will cover:
•
the benefits and limitations of parental controls
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Term 3 Week 6
Friday 20th August
School Assembly – Year FSM
Term 3 Week 7
Friday 27th August
Causal Dress Day
School Assembly – Year FND

Term 3 Week 8
Friday 3rd September
Father’s Day Liturgy

•
how to set up iOS and Android devices for safety
•
how to set up popular games and apps like YouTube and Roblox for safety
•
using family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online risks
•
how eSafety can help when things go wrong.
This webinar will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice.
To register, visit: esafety.gov.au/parents.
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
Early Days is a series of FREE workshops for parents, grandparents, and families of young
children (0-7 years) who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder or who are going through the
assessment and diagnostic process.
This initiative is funded by the Australian Government Department of Social Services through
the Helping Children with Autism package.

Term 3 Week 9
Tuesday 7th September
P & F Committee Meeting
Student Led Conferences
Wednesday 8th September
Student Led Conferences
Friday 10th September
School Assembly – Year 5MA
Sunday 12th September
School Working Bee
Term 3 Week 10
Monday 13th September
School Review 2021
Tuesday 14th September
School Board Meeting
Wednesday 15th September
Student Led Conferences

The first workshop will be held on Wednesday 26th May at Eastwood Leisure Complex,
Ballarat. Due to the current climate, alternative arrangements will made according to
restrictions at the time.
For more information about these workshop and other workshops can be found on our
website https://www.amaze.org.au/news-and-events/events/
Below is the direct link to Eventbrite for registration:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/early-days-my-child-and-autism-workshop-wednesday26th-may-2021-tickets-150681956789
Continued Arrangements for End of the School Day Pick-Up
Please note that modified arrangements for End of the School Day Pick – Up will continue in
Term 2. With the construction of the new School Building beginning over the school holidays
approximately 20 staff car parks have been lost and will require some staff to park on Fortune
Street until our temporary car park is constructed.
Please see the table below for changed pick up arrangements that continue.
3:00pm – 3:10pm

Friday 17th September
School Assembly – Year 4CJ
Last Day of Term 3
Term 4
Oct 4 – Dec 16
Term 4 Week 1
Monday 4th October
First Day of Term 4
Tuesday 5th October
P & F Committee Meeting
Friday 8th October
Term 4 Prayer – Celebration
of Mercy
Term 4 Week 2

3:10:pm – 3:20pm

3:20pm onwards

Children with Surnames beginning…
Week 4 to Week 6
Monday 10th May
to Friday 28th May

A-G

H-P

Q-Z

Q-Z

A-G

H-P

Week 7 to Week 9
Monday 31st May
to Friday 18th June

Thank you to everyone for your continued co-operation and understanding!

Tuesday 12th October
School Board Meeting
Term 4 Week 3
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Term 4 Week 4
Wednesday 27th October
Year 4 Camp
Friday 29th October
Casual Dress Day
Term 4 Week 5

School Assembly Dates 2021
Due to the Specialist Timetable running from Monday to Thursday our School Assemblies will
continue on Fridays in 2021 from 12:40pm to 1:10pm. Due to COVID19 restrictions, parents of
just that class presenting the assembly are invited to join us.
Please see list below. This has also been updated on the school calendar for your perusal.
Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2

Year 2 BW
30.04.21

Year 2 AH
23.07.21

Year 3 SB
15.10.21

3

Mother's Day
Liturgy

Year 1 MM
30.07.21

4

Year 1 RC
14.05.21

Year 5 Camp - Kangaroobie

5

Foundation EH
21.05.21

Student Free Day

Tuesday 9th November
School Board Meeting

6

Year 6 CC
05.03.21

Foundation TW
28.05.21

Foundation SM
20.08.21

Ballarat Show Day

7

Year 5 MM
12.03.21

Year 6 JF
04.06.21

Foundation ND
27.08.21

Year 1 GJ
19.11.21

Year 4 PB
19.03.21

Year 5 LL
11.06.21

Father’s Day
Liturgy

Year 3 BGS
26.03.21

Year 4 BL
18.06.21

Year 5 MA
10.09.21

St Francis Xavier
Feast Day

Year 3 CP
25.06.21

Year 4 CJ
17.09.21

Foundation
(Nativity)

Monday 1st November
Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 2nd November
P & F Committee Meeting

Week
1

Term 1

Term 4 Week 6
Monday

8th

November

Friday 12th November
Public Holiday – Ballarat
Show Day

8

Term 4 Week 7
Term 4 Week 8
Friday 26th November
Casual Dress Day

9
10

Year 2 GH
29.10.21

11
Term 4 Week 9
Tuesday 30th November
SFX Orientation
Year 6 Transition
Friday 3rd December
St. Francis Xavier Feast Day

School Calendar
Please visit the school website to see a new and constantly up to date school calendar
http://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/news-and-events/70/p/school-calendar/

Have a great week!

Term 4 Week 10
Thursday 9th December
Year 6 Thanksgiving and
Graduation
Friday 10th December
Foundation Nativity
Term 4 Week 11
Tuesday 14th December
School Board Meeting
Thursday 16th December
Last Day of Term 4
------------------------------------All other Calendar Dates for
2021 have been updated
and can be accessed live on
the Skoolbag App or by
visiting the School Website.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Bissinella
Principal
Catherine McAuley
The blessing of unity still dwells amongst us and oh what a blessing, it should make all else pass into
nothing….This is the spirit of the Order, indeed the true spirit of Mercy flowing on us…
Letter to Elizabeth Moore Easter Monday, 1841
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Religious Education News
Confirmation News
Please read carefully, as there have been some changes made.



Link to Registration Form for Confirmation
Link to Confirmation Letter from Fr Jorge

Baptised Catholic children (Year 3 and up) living in the parish of St Alipius are invited to enrol
for the sacrament of Confirmation.
Confirmation Celebrations:
CHOOSE ONE
 Wednesday 19th May at 6:30pm
 Wednesday 26th May at 6:30pm




Wednesday 2nd June at 6:30pm
Wednesday 9th June at 6:30pm

You may wish to attend a celebration hosted by one of the other schools. Dates are listed below.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, each child may have 3 guests and one of these must be his/her sponsor. If there are any
changes to the COVID-19 restrictions, this number will be changed accordingly.
Bookings for Confirmation ceremonies will be online and will open after the last information/enrolment session.
Bookings are taken via https://sapliturgy.net.au/ There are ‘cut offs’ for numbers and you are encouraged to book in
as soon as possible if you need a particular date.
Hosted by Emmaus:
Tuesday 18th May 6:30pm
Tuesday 20th May 6:30pm
Tuesday 1st June 6:30pm

Hosted by St Alipius:
Thursday 13th May 6:30pm
Thursday 20th May 6:30pm

Please direct all Confirmation questions to Bronwyn in the Parish Office on 53326611 or via email on
ballarateast@ballarat.catholic.org.au . The office is staffed Tuesday, Thursday, Friday between 10:00 and 3:00.
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Baptism
If your child has been baptised since he/she started at St Francis Xavier Primary School, make sure you have informed
us and you have sent a copy of the Baptism certificate to the school office. Your child will not be listed as Catholic in
our school records and you may miss out on sacrament information. If you are seeking Baptism for your child, please
call the St Alipius parish office on 53326611. If you wish to convert to Catholicism from another Christian faith, also call
the parish office.
Bernadette Luckman
Religious Education Leader

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL - Sunday 16th May 2021

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD YEAR B
Gospel
Mk 16:15-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
The Lord Jesus was taken into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
Jesus showed himself to the Eleven and said to them, ‘Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News to all creation. He
who believes and is baptised is saved; he who does not believe will be condemned. These are the signs that will be
associated with believers: in my name they will cast out devils; they will have the gift of tongues; they will pick up snakes in
their hands, and be unharmed should they drink deadly poison; they will lay their hands on the sick, who will recover.’
And so the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven: there at the right hand of God he took his
place, while they, going out, preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word by the signs that
accompanied it.

The Gospel of the Lord

REFLECTION by Greg Sunter
Gospel Reflection
This passage makes up the concluding verses of the Gospel of Mark. Actually, literary criticism of the Mark gospel suggests
that the original gospel ended at 16:8 with the women fleeing from the empty tomb in fear. Verses 9-20 appear to be a later
addition to the gospel. The community in which this gospel was written expected Jesus to return within their lifetime and so
the dramatic and suspenseful conclusion of the gospel at the discovery of the empty tomb makes perfect sense. However, it
soon became apparent that Jesus’ return was not going to come as soon as the believers had hoped and so the postresurrection appearances and the commissioning to continue on with Jesus’ work became much more important.
If we were to read this passage literally, we would believe that to be a Christian one had to be able to perform exorcisms,
speak in tongues, handle snakes, drink poison and heal by touch. If this were literally true, I guess there wouldn’t be too
many Christians around today! Rather, the purpose of the passage is that Jesus sends his followers out ‘to the whole world’
to continue his ministry. It is the ‘whole world’ to which they are sent; not just their cosy little corner of the world but the
whole world. It’s what Christian people for the last 2,000 years have been called to do: continue Jesus’ ministry to the whole
world. It’s what each and every one of us is called to do today: ‘proclaim the Good News to all creation’. That doesn’t mean
standing on street corners with a Bible in our hands but it means proclaiming the Good News through our everyday actions
and by being open and honest about our faith. It means treating all people as Jesus would.
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Living the Gospel – Proclaim Good News
Francis of Assisi is credited with saying, ‘Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary, use words!’ In every interaction
we have we say so much about who we are, what we think of the other person and what we believe – even without opening
our mouth. Our actions and attitudes proclaim our beliefs more powerfully than our words ever do. If we claim to be
concerned about justice and yet behave unjustly then it is our actions, not our words, that will be heard! When we are called
to ‘proclaim the Good News’ we are called to do this first and foremost in action.
Scriptural context – Acts
Throughout this Easter season, the first reading in the Sunday liturgy is taken from the Acts of the Apostles and so both the
first and second readings come from the New Testament. (Normally, the First Reading is taken from the Old Testament.) This
week’s first reading account of the Ascension is the very beginning of the book of Acts. This book and the Gospel of Luke are
now recognised as being by the same author. The book of Acts records the events involving the followers of Jesus after his
death and the growth of communities of believers who sought to follow Jesus’ ways.
Different View – Snake handlers and Faith healers
There are certainly Christians who interpret literally Jesus’ description of the signs that will be associated with believers. We
have all seen images of old Revivalist meetings where people were called forth to be healed by touch and have evil spirits
driven from them. Much of this practice can be traced to this week’s gospel. The many evangelical churches and the teleevangelists who dominate our early morning television screens operate out of this tradition and generally have a very literal
interpretation of scripture. It is based in a belief that God acts in the world through miraculous intervention rather than
through the slow and steady presence of individuals like you and me.
A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
Q. Why do you think the gospel writer described the miraculous ‘signs that will be associated with believers’?
Q. What is the significance of Jesus commissioning the disciples immediately before his ascension?
Q. How is it possible to be a proclaimer of the Good News today?
Q. How can our actions towards others proclaim our beliefs?
Q. Who do you know who really lives their beliefs and in that way proclaims the Good News?
Greg Sunter has worked in Catholic Education (Brisbane) for many years, most recently as a member of the Religious Education team and
Mission and Formation team. He has extensive experience of praying with young people and forming others to lead prayer with young
people. He is the author of books on adolescent faith, is a regular speaker at youth and evangelisation conferences, and is a retreat and
reflection facilitator and presenter. His areas of interest include religious education, theology, scripture, spirituality, Catholic ethos, prayer,
and ministry with young people.

Wellbeing News
National Reconciliation Week
As we approach National Reconciliation Week here is just a brief understanding of it's significance.
What is National Reconciliation week? 27th May- 3rd June
National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared
histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving
reconciliation in Australia.

The dates for NRW remain
the same each year; 27th May
to 3rd June. These dates
commemorate two
significant milestones in the
reconciliation journey— the
successful 1967 referendum,
and the High Court Mabo decision respectively.
Reconciliation must live in the hearts, minds and actions of all Australians as we move forward, creating a
nation strengthened by respectful relationships between the wider Australian community, and Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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Trading and Interest groups
Trading and Interest groups are widely supported by our children here at St. Francis Xavier on a Wednesday.
Enjoy the photos.

Term 2 First break activities
Children are invited to be a part of first break activities.
 Wednesday : Trading/ Collecting/ Interest Groups - (including Chess Club)
 Thursday : Teddy Bear picnic and Reading time
 Friday : Meditation
The attached article is about family rituals? Do you have any family rituals? I hope you enjoy reading the
attached article.
Happy Days,
Jane Clark
Wellbeing Leader

Physical Education News
Divisional Cross Country
Last Friday we had 14 students represent SFX at the Divisional Cross Country held at
Ballarat High School. A magnificent (albeit a touch chilly) day was had by all. Our
strong squad of runners were tested on the 2km/3km courses, where 12 of our
students qualified to compete at Regionals in Warrnambool at the end of the month.
All of our runners finished within the first 14 in their events and should be extremely
proud of their efforts.

Calendar Events 2021
Term 2
 Friday 21st May - Catholic Primary School Football @ St Pat’s College
 Monday 31st May - Regional Cross Country - Warrnambool
 Wednesday 9th June - Eureka Division Netball tournament
 Wednesday 9th June - Eureka Division Soccer tournament
Have a sensational week everyone!
Shaun Carroll
Sports Co-ordinator
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Uniform Shop Update
NEWS from the Uniform Shop:



EFTPOS AVAILABLE in the Uniform Shop
POP up shop will be happening again in the undercover area on Friday 26th March 2:45 to
3:30 all uniforms for sale $5 and $10

Opening Hours Term 1 2021:
 Monday 8.40 am – 9.10 am
 Wednesday 8.40 am – 9.10 am
 Friday 3.00pm – 3.30pm

Available NOW!
 Boys school socks $10 a pair
 School coats available $55
 Swim hats available $10

Price List & Order Form
The price list and order form is downloadable from the schoolbag app.
Orders with full payment may be left at the front office.
DONATIONS PLEASE
Please check your cupboards for any uniform items you no longer need. Donations of second hand
uniforms can be left at the shop with Sam or Yvonne. All donations are appreciated. Thanks.

Uniform Shop Volunteers – we need your help

All we need is half an hour

of your time once or twice a term!!
Please Sign Up to Help in the Uniform Shop by clicking on the following link:
https://signup.com/go/JvsbATD
or text Yvonne Arnts on 0426 240 496 if
you are able to help, with your preferred
day. Thanks.
The shop is open and EFTPOS available in
store and for all your online orders. All
orders to be picked up at front office
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Community News
Congratulations:
Congratulations to Carter Keen and his mum, Ebony Bernard and her partner, Peter, who have welcomed Daisy Rose
Bernard to their family on Thursday 13th May at 5.37pm. All are well and now at home.

Parish of St Alipius and Ss Peter & Paul - RCIA Process
Are you interested in becoming a Catholic?
An evening for those interested in inquiring about the Catholic faith will be held on Wednesday 19th May from 6.30 7.30pm in the St Alipius Hall, Victoria St (next to the church).
For more information please contact St Alipius Parish on 5332 6611.

TERM 2 PROGRAM
MULTI-SPORTS (90 MINUTES)
Wednesday's After-School 3:25pm - 4:55pm
(21st of April) to (23rd of June)
Footy, Netball, Soccer, Hockey & Basketball.
Preps to Grade 4
$220 for the 10 week program
Enrol online www.kellysports.com.au
Any queries call or text Dom on 0417 967 621

Go to our St. Francis Xavier Facebook page for more photos:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Francis-Xavier-Primary-School/273229632859103?ref=hl
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