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Term 1 Week 5 
Tuesday 21st February 

9.30am School Alive Tour 
 

Wednesday 22nd February 
9am Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

 

Foundation children at home 
 

3.30-5pm  Getting to Know 
your Child as a Learner - 

Session 2 in the Gym 
 

Friday 24th February 
Casual dress day  Donations 
to Royal Children’s Hospital 

 

Years 4-6 District Swimming 
at Eureka Pool 

 

Term 1 Week 6 
 

Monday 27th February 
School Photos 

 

Tuesday 28th February 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

 

Wednesday 1st March 
Foundation children at home 

 

Friday 3rd March 
12.40pm 6PB Assembly 

 

Term 1 Week 7 
Tuesday 7th March 

9.30am School Alive Tour 
 

Wednesday 8th March 
Foundation children at home 

 

Friday 10th March 
12.40pm 4HC Assembly 

 

Term 1 Week 8 
Monday 13th March 
Labour Day holiday 

 

Tuesday 14th March 
Student Free Day - 
Staff Professional 
Development Day 

(Structured Literacy 
Partners - Reading) 

 

Regional Swimming at 
Horsham 

 

Wednesday 15th March 
NAPLAN testing commences 

 

Thursday 16th March 
Year 4 SFX Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 
 

Friday 17th March 
No Assembly today 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Our recent spell of hot weather certainly reminds us that summer is still well and truly here. 
We might have thought that we were entering an early autumn just a week or so ago but 
this week with such warm predictions we are certainly aware of the need to look after 
ourselves in the heat. 
 

Last week we made the difficult decision to postpone our Year 3-6 athletics sports event. At 
the time we were concerned that erratic weather patterns might affect the day. By Friday 
we knew that we had made the right decision with extreme heat a factor which could not be 
denied. While we were disappointed to have to call the day off, hopefully our new date of 
26th May will provide us with better conditions to enjoy the day together. 
 

At school the staff are working hard to remind the children of the importance of wearing 
their sun hats at school every day. I must say, they are very good at it too! While we do have 
some great sun shade areas around the school I am aware that we need to explore more 
options in future for providing protection from extreme heat. Soon we will have new shade 
sails erected which will help and we can try to increase these over time. In extreme heat, we 
will restrict the amount of time we are outside as much as we can, as your children may 
have told you, we had to do last week. 
 

Summer isn’t over yet. Let’s enjoy this season for the gift that it is. It won’t be too long 
before summer becomes a memory and we are digging out the rain coats again! 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 
 

School Photos    Last week you would have received your 
child’s personalized photo envelope from MSP Photography 
(5333 5577). If you wish to purchase photos please ensure your 
child has the photo envelope on photo day with the correct 
money or alternatively, there will an option to order photos 
online. Family Photo envelopes will be available from the 
Office. Photo day is Monday 27th February and children will be 
required to be in full summer uniform (not sport uniform). 

 
 

Please find at the end of this newsletter:  School Alive Tours and 2024 Enrolment 
Information; Assembly roster; St Alipius parish bulletin; Parenting ideas – working closely 
with your child’s teacher this year.  
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Term 1 Week 9 
Monday 20th March 

NAPLAN testing concludes 
 

Friday 24th March 
12.40pm 5CC Assembly 

 

7pm Mix + Mingle at Oscar’s 
 

Term 1 Week 10 
 

Wednesday 29th March 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

6pm School Alive Tour 
 

Thursday 30th March 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 
Schools Cross Country at 

Fed Uni 
 

Thurs 30th-Fri 31st March 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill School 

 

Friday 31st March 
Casual dress day 

Donations to Caritas 
(Project Compassion) 

 

12.40pm 3VG Assembly 
 

Term 1 Week 11 
Thursday 6th April 

Holy Thursday Liturgy 
 

Last Day of Term 1 
 

Term 2 
Monday 24th April to Friday 

23rd June = 9 weeks  
 

Friday 26th May 
Years 3-6 SFX Athletics Day 

at Llanberris 
 

Term 3 
Monday 10th July to Friday 
15th September = 10 weeks 

 
Term 4 

Monday 2nd Oct to Wed 20th  
Dec = 12 weeks 

 

School Communications                                                      
 
 

A reminder to all parents that the SkoolBag app doesn’t exist for our school anymore. 
 

PAM does not send an alert or reminder notice to families when the school sends a 
new letter or permission slip to be signed.  Therefore we request that you login to 
your PAM account on a regular basis to check for outstanding notifications, to avoid 
missing important event information or deadlines.  We have requested from PAM 
Support that alerts and reminders be future features.   

 
Parent Helping and Volunteering at St Francis Xavier 

 

In the spirit of partnership we welcome family members to be actively involved in  
the education of their children. 

 

In line with the Child Safe Standards Guidelines we now require all members of our 
community who would like to parent help and volunteer their time to complete our 
Volunteer Induction Presentation (link below) which includes a Volunteer Induction 
Application. 
 

This will familiarise you with the protocols and expectations for volunteering at St Francis 
Xavier Primary School. 
 

You are only required to watch the presentation and complete the application once. 
 

Volunteer Induction Presentation  

https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SFX-Volunteer-
Induction-Presentation-.pdf    (This should take approximately 5-10 minutes) 
 

Documentation required:    Please bring your Working with Children card to our Office when 
volunteering for the first time. You will be required to sign in via our electronic Passtab 
system and will need your WWC card to do this. After signing in once you can save your 
details with as Quickpin which is your mobile number.  
 

You will be also be required to sign a hardcopy of the DOBCEL- Child Safeguarding Children 
and Young People Code of Conduct on your first time volunteering, which we will keep on 
file. Hard copies will be available from the Office. 
 

This information can also be found on the school website: 
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/community/volunteering-at-st-francis-xavier-
primary-school/  
 

 

Religious Education News 
 

Shrove Tuesday:  In Australia the day preceding Ash Wednesday is popularly known as Shrove Tuesday. With the start 
of Lent on Ash Wednesday, it was the day when Christians were encouraged to go to confession in preparation for the 
penitential season that would end 40 days and 40 nights later with Easter Sunday. Dating back to 1000 AD, Shrove 
Tuesday not only became a day for confession but a time for Catholics to feast on eggs, sugar and dairy which were 
restricted during the Lenten fast. Shrove Tuesday became a way to use up these foods before the fast began. To 
celebrate Shrove Tuesday you may like to make up a batch of pancakes. Here’s my favourite recipe! 
Ms Meneely’s No-Fail Fluffy Pancakes  

 2 cups all purpose | plain flour, (290 g) 
 1/4 cup granulated sugar or sweetener, (60g) 
 4 teaspoons baking powder 
 1/4 teaspoon baking soda 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 1 3/4 cups milk, (440ml) 
 1/4 cup butter, (60g) 
 2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract  
 1 large egg 

 

about:blank
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SFX-Volunteer-Induction-Presentation-.pdf
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SFX-Volunteer-Induction-Presentation-.pdf
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/community/volunteering-at-st-francis-xavier-primary-school/
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/community/volunteering-at-st-francis-xavier-primary-school/
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INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Combine together the flour, sugar (or sweetener), baking powder, baking soda and salt in a large-sized 

bowl. Make a well in the centre and add the milk, slightly cooled melted butter, vanilla and egg. 
2. Use a wire whisk to mix together until smooth (there may be a couple of lumps but that's okay). 
3. Set the batter aside and allow it to rest while heating up your pan or griddle. The batter will be thick and 

creamy in consistency. If you find the batter too thick -- if it doesn't pour off the ladle or out of the 
measuring cup smoothly -- fold a couple tablespoons of extra milk into the batter at a time until reaching 
desired consistency). 

4. Preheat your pan on medium heat first. Once it’s hot, lower the heat down to low-medium heat then wait 
about two minutes (this part is crucial and so worth it).  

5. Lightly grease the pan with a small amount of butter (yes, even on non stick pans). 
6. Pour ¼ cup of batter onto the pan and spread out gently into a round shape with the back of your ladle or 

measuring cup. 
7. When the underside is golden and bubbles begin to appear on the surface, flip with a spatula and cook 

until golden. Repeat with remaining batter. 
8. Serve with butter, honey, maple syrup, fruit, nutella, ice cream or enjoy plain! 

        
Ash Wednesday: This week our children will 
attend an Ash Wednesday liturgy in the Gym 
at 9am to signify the beginning of the Church 
Season of Lent.  
Lent is the 40 days of prayer, penance and 
almsgiving as we prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
Sunday. Lent for us as Christians is a time to 

focus not so much on ourselves but for those less fortunate and those in need both near and far away.  
As always, parents and friends are more than welcome to join us in our prayer time. 
 

Free Dress Fridays    A free dress day is one where children can wear casual clothes to school instead of their usual 
uniform. We ask that children still wear clothing that is sunsmart, including hats. 
This Friday we have our first free dress day for 2023 and we ask each child to please bring a gold coin donation. This 
week the money collected will be donated to the Royal Children’s Hospital. Over the last year, several SFX students 
were treated by the RCH and we wish to support their work for other families in need.  
 

Why do we ask the students to share what they have?    St Francis Xavier Primary School is a Catholic 
school and a Mercy school and this means that we teach Catholic Christian values to our students. 
These values are inspired by the behaviour of Jesus, who healed the sick, taught people, helped those 
in need and cared for all people no matter their nationality or religion. These are also the values that 
Catherine McAuley followed when she began the Sisters of Mercy in the 1800s. 

 

 Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
Curriculum News    

 
 

Getting to know your child as a Person and Learner  
Session 2 

 

Staff will be doing all they can to get to know your child at the beginning of 
this term so they can enhance wellbeing and support and challenge each 
child to be the best that they can be, to be successful! 
An important aspect of getting to know children is the “Getting to know your 
child as a Person and Learner Meeting” in the Gym on Wednesday 22nd 
February face to face.  
These meetings provide 5 minutes dedicated 1:1 time for parents/carers and 
teachers to meet and for you to share your child’s strengths, passions, your 

concerns, aspirations and anything you think will help your child to be successful. 
If you haven't already signed up please do so. The process to sign is through your PAM account. 
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2023 NAPLAN    Preparations are underway for 2023 NAPLAN.  They are earlier than in years past, please put these 
dates into your diary. Wednesday 15th March - Monday 20th March Week 8/9 of Term 1. 
 

STRUCTURED LITERACY    Structured Literacy is an instructional approach aligned with the Science of Reading and 
Learning. This year we have the pleasure to be working with Emma Rutherford and Breanna Wade 
from Catholic Education Ballarat who will guide us in this area. The Science of Reading and Learning 
tells us that a systematic, cumulative, explicit and diagnostic approach to teaching phonology, 
phonics, syllables, morphology, syntax and semantics is the most effective way of ensuring all children 
learn to read and write. 
We are looking forward to gaining professional knowledge and building these skills in our children. 
 

Enjoy the week ahead. 
                          Jane Clark                                                           

Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
 

     
Congratulations go to Indie 
Shillito 2CJ and her pony Max. 
Indie and Max competed in the 

Barastoc Horse of the Year show at the Werribee Equestrian Centre. 
Indie brought home a 2nd place in the lead rein section, 3rd in the led 
Welsh pony section and a 3rd in the ridden Welsh pony section.  
Great to hear about our children participating and enjoying themselves 
outside of school. 

 
                                           

Wellbeing News 
 
 

The school has been abuzz this week with the “Getting to Know Your Child as a Person and Learner” Meetings  - I’ve 
had both teachers and parents comment on how valuable it is to take time to build these healthy and respectful 
relationships together.  
As a parent, you know your child better than anyone else does! Your child’s teacher wants to get to know your child 
too, so they can work with you to support your child’s learning and wellbeing. 
 

Sharing information about your child’s interests, strengths and challenges is a key part of good parent/teacher 
relationships; and the chance to view each other as partners in the education process builds a wonderful base for 
future communication and trust.  
It's important for the teacher/school to know anything that might be affecting your child’s wellbeing, for example a 
health condition, social issues or changes in the family, like a death, separation or divorce. 
 

The attached article has some great tips for ways to build strong relationships with your child’s teacher. Parent- 
teacher relationships require effort and energy from both parties, however when everyone works together the social 
and academic benefits for your child are immense. 
 

Kind regards, 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader    
  

Sport/Physical Education News   
 

Division Tennis    Congratulations to our 8 tennis players that 
represented SFX at last week's Division Tennis at Hollioake Park. 
All 4 teams tried their best, played with great skill and had heaps 
of fun in warm conditions! 
 
 
SFX Yr 3-6 Athletics Day    Unfortunately we had to postpone our 
Year 3-6 Athletics Day last Friday due to extreme weather 
conditions. We have moved it to the next available date - Friday 
May 26th. Thank you to everyone for your understanding. 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         5. 

 

District Swimming    Good luck to our squad of SFX swimmers for this week's Division Swimming Carnival. We look 
forward to hearing how you go. 
 

After School Sporting Schools program    This week our after school Sporting Schools program continues. The 
response to both programs was overwhelming so should we receive funding for future terms we will look to provide 
these programs again for those that missed out this time around.  
Students participating on the following Monday's (Volleyball) are: 
- Monday Feb 20 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Feb 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Mar 6 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Mar 20 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) (Mar 13 is a Public Holiday) 
- Monday Mar 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

Mollie Arnts, Maeve Arnts, Damilare Baruwa, Elizabeth Baruwa, Mayomikun Baruwa, James Bodnar, Laura Bodnar, 
Meredith Bodnar, Charlotte Carter, Daulat Singh Gill, Scarlett Govan, Harper Gull, Harriet Johnson, Oscar Johnson, 
Oscar Kersley, Charlie Kersley, Xavier Kersley, Edward Lloyd, Macie Lloyd, Harriet Locke, Emma Locke, Jasper 
Patterson, India Skewes, Hannah Smith, Evangeline Spiers, Sofia St Louis, Christian Wright, Vivienne Young & Edith 
Young. 
 

Students participating on the following Thursday's (Basketball) are: 
Thursday Feb 23 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 2 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 9 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 16 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 23 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 30 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

Connor Allen, Eddie Anderson, Judd Boyd, Flynn Boyd, Sully Boyd, Greyson, Broadbent, Odie Brooks, Freddie Brown, 
Tex Brown, Leni Brown, Lilly Bye, Harley Bye, Nicholas Green, Thomas Green, Olivia Green, Eliza Hanrahan, Grace 
Hocking, James Hocking, Alexander Hocking, Charlie Irving, Noah Irving, Isla King, Evie Loader, Patrick Ludbrook, 
Annie Ludbrook, Banjo Nicholson, Betsy Nicholson, Oskar Olsewski, Myah Rivett, Jet Rivett, Aurorah Rivett, Imogen 
Sordello & Amelia Sordello. 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 1: 

 Week 5 - Friday Feb 24th - Division Swimming @ Eureka Outdoor Pool 
 Week 8 - Tuesday Mar 14th - Regional Swimming @ Horsham 
 Week 10 - Thursday Mar 30th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Cross Country @ Fed Uni 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, 
singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or 
Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a fantastic week.    

                                                                                             Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator  
   

 

P&F News 
 

Zooper Doopers for sale on Mondays.  50 cents each. 
 

Please see below a link to sign up to help with Zooper Doopers on a Monday.  Your help is really appreciated! 
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV 
Please be aware that you will need a current Working With Children Check to be a helper.  Thank you. 
 

Uniform shop will be open next Wednesday the 22nd in the morning 8.30-9.15. 
 

The P and F committee are continually in need for volunteers to help pack hot lunches, please sign up via this link.  

SignUp.com 
signup.com 

 

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
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Attachments 
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Assembly Roster – 2023 
Friday at 12.40pm 
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