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Term 1 Week 6 
 

Monday 27th February 
School Photos 

 

Tuesday 28th February 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

 

Wednesday 1st March 
Foundation children at home 

 

Friday 3rd March 
12.40pm 6PB Assembly 

 

Term 1 Week 7 
Tuesday 7th March 

9.30am School Alive Tour 
 

Wednesday 8th March 
Foundation children at home 

 

Friday 10th March 
12.40pm 4HC Assembly 

 

Term 1 Week 8 
Monday 13th March 
Labour Day holiday 

 

Tuesday 14th March 
Student Free Day - 
Staff Professional 
Development Day 

(Structured Literacy 
Partners - Reading) 

 

Regional Swimming at 
Horsham 

 

Wednesday 15th March 
NAPLAN testing commences 

 

Thursday 16th March 
Year 4 SFX Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 
 

Friday 17th March 
No Assembly today 

 

Term 1 Week 9 
Monday 20th March 

NAPLAN testing concludes 
 

Friday 24th March 
12.40pm 5CC Assembly 

 

7pm Mix + Mingle at Oscar’s 
 

Term 1 Week 10 
 

Wednesday 29th March 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

6pm School Alive Tour 
 

Thursday 30th March 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 
Schools Cross Country at 

Fed Uni 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Did you know that for the Catholic Church, we are now in the season of Lent? We 
commenced this liturgical season last week when we received the ashes on our foreheads as 
a sign of repentance. While the ashes might have disappeared by lunchtime, the season of 
Lent lasts much longer. Over 40 days we will strive to adjust our lives according to the three 
key practices of prayer, abstinence and almsgiving. 
 

The children are learning much about prayer at school. They know that there are many ways 
of praying and while there might be traditional prayers that are passed on through 
generations, sometimes prayer can be short, reflective, and impulsive or even an action. By 
increasing our awareness of prayer we can deepen our connectedness to our God and to 
each other. The focus on prayer is an important part of Lent. 
 

If ever you thought that abstinence was tricky, try explaining it to a 6 year old! We teach 
that abstinence is holding back from something that we enjoy doing or experiencing. It 
might be going without that extra biscuit or spending less time doing something that we 
enjoy so as to give more time to others. If I don’t enjoy making my bed or putting away 
things at the end of the day, I might consider doing it to help my parents around the house. 
Sometimes the little things make all the difference. 
 

Finally, we teach about almsgiving as a way of sharing our gifts with others. By sharing our 
time, talents or resources we can assist someone else who might need a helping hand. By 
thinking of others and acting to build a stronger community we are contributing towards a 
better world. That has to be a good thing! 
 

Lent is our time of reflection, prayer and preparation. Without Lent, Easter is just another 
event on the calendar. However when we make time to think, pray, prepare and assist 
others, our Easter becomes a truly sacred event.  
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

                     A Prayer to Know God More 

Oh Lord, 

Please help me this day. Give me eyes to see how you are at work in every one of 

my circumstances. Lord, give me perseverance to increase my understanding of 

you. Give me a hunger to read your Word and to seek to know you more each day. 

Just as the dawn comes with its exact precision, help me to trust that you will 

also move in my life, in your perfect timing and in your beautiful way. In your 

name I pray. Amen.                                                                     by Tiffany Thibault 

 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
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Term 1 Week 6 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/your-daily-prayer/a-prayer-to-know-god-more-deeply.html
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Thurs 30th-Fri 31st March 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill School 

 

Friday 31st March 
Casual dress day 

Donations to Caritas 
(Project Compassion) 

 

12.40pm 3VG Assembly 
 

Term 1 Week 11 
Thursday 6th April 

Holy Thursday Liturgy 
 

Last Day of Term 1 
 

Term 2 
Monday 24th April to Friday 

23rd June = 9 weeks  
 

Friday 26th May 
Years 3-6 SFX Athletics Day 

at Llanberris 
 

Term 3 
Monday 10th July to Friday 
15th September = 10 weeks 

 
Term 4 

Monday 2nd Oct to Wed 20th  
Dec = 12 weeks 

School Photos    We have had a busy day today making sure that all students and staff are 
prepared for their annual school photos. The children looked terrific and I’m sure that all 
families will be proud of the results when they are collected at the end of term. 
 

Congratulations Swimmers!    Congratulations to our swimming team who represented 
St. Francis Xavier at the district swimming sports on Friday. We are proud of your efforts, 
well done! 
 

Thankyou!    A special thanks this week to our wonderful parents and staff who all came 
together over the past 2 weeks to meet and learn about the children in our care. With only 5 
minutes allocated to each meeting we were all under the pump, but it was great to see 
everyone making the effort to meet up. Thankyou! 
 

School Communications    You may have noticed that our face-book page has been active 
over the past few weeks. While the weekly newsletter remains our official means of 
communication, the face-book page is a great way to keep up with what is happening 
around the school. Special thanks to Carla who has taken on the role of managing this form 
of communication for us. What a great job!  
 

While we use social media as a quick and easy platform for communication we are reminded 
that we should always proceed with caution. Anything that is published in the public domain 
can be misinterpreted or sometimes, even taken out of context. Please be mindful of others 
when communicating online especially when our school is involved. 
 

Please find at the end of this newsletter:  School Alive Tours and 2024 Enrolment 
Information; Assembly roster; St Alipius parish bulletin; Parenting ideas – Helping siblings 
resolve their fights; Department of Education Collection Notice for parents/guardians. 
 

 

Parent Helping and Volunteering at St Francis Xavier 
 

In the spirit of partnership we welcome family members to be actively involved in the education of their children. 
 

In line with the Child Safe Standards Guidelines we now require all members of our community who would like to 
parent help and volunteer their time to complete our Volunteer Induction Presentation (link below) which includes a 
Volunteer Induction Application. 
 

This will familiarise you with the protocols and expectations for volunteering at St Francis Xavier Primary School. 
 

You are only required to watch the presentation and complete the application once. 
 

Volunteer Induction Presentation  

https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SFX-Volunteer-Induction-Presentation-.pdf    
(This should take approximately 5-10 minutes) 
 

Documentation required:    Please bring your Working with Children card to our Office when volunteering for the first 
time. You will be required to sign in via our electronic Passtab system and will need your WWC card to do this. After 
signing in once you can save your details with as Quickpin which is your mobile number.  
 

You will be also be required to sign a hardcopy of the DOBCEL- Child Safeguarding Children and Young People Code of 
Conduct on your first time volunteering, which we will keep on file. Hard copies will be available from the Office. 
 

This information can also be found on the school website: 
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/community/volunteering-at-st-francis-xavier-primary-school/  
 
 
 

Religious Education News 
 

Caritas - Project Compassion    Last week on Ash Wednesday, our Mercy School 
Leaders Harriett Johnson, Annabella Chalmers, Xavier Kersley and Will Shorter 
launched our Caritas-Project Compassion 2023. The theme for this year is “For 
All Future Generations”.  Caritas Australia is a Catholic organisation which works 
tirelessly to end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity by working 
alongside vulnerable communities in Australia and overseas. 
Our Mercy Leaders told us God wants a world of justice, where no one is hungry 

 

about:blank
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/SFX-Volunteer-Induction-Presentation-.pdf
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/community/volunteering-at-st-francis-xavier-primary-school/
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or poor, a world of peace and a world where richness is shared. They challenged us to have the inspiration and 
courage to build that world. Our amazing team is pictured here distributing posters and collection boxes to each 
classroom to help raise awareness about how every dollar we donate will help make a difference now and for all 
future generations in some of the poorest nations.  
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday February 26, 2023    First Sunday of Lent (Year A) 
  

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11    Then the Spirit led Jesus into the desert to be tempted by the Devil. After spending forty 
days and nights without food, Jesus was hungry. Then the Devil came to him and said, “If you are God's Son, order 
these stones to turn into bread.”  But Jesus answered, “The scripture says, ‘Human beings cannot live on bread alone, 
but need every word that God speaks.’” 
  

Then the Devil took Jesus to Jerusalem, the Holy City, set him on the highest point of the Temple, and said to him, “If 
you are God's Son, throw yourself down.” Jesus answered, “The scripture also says, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.’” 
  

Then the Devil took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in all their greatness. 
“All this I will give you,” the Devil said, “if you kneel down and worship me.” Then Jesus answered, “Go away, Satan! 
The scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only him!’” Then the Devil left Jesus; and angels came and 
helped him.     (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation®) 
  

Gospel reflection:  Can you think of a time when you have been tempted to do something even though you knew it 
wasn’t right? What happened next? 
Sometimes we can make really good choices, like Jesus did. We can choose to do what is right even when it’s hard-like 
standing up for someone in the playground, pointing out when others are being mean or sharing when we’d really like 
to keep things to ourselves. 
Lent is a time when we try to turn back to God. We say sorry for the things that we have done wrong 
and we try to make a change to live as God wants us to.  
This Lent, let’s think about how we can make good choices – just like Jesus did in the desert – even 
when we find it hard. 
 

Our challenge: Is there anything that we can do to help our sisters and brothers around the world, to 
stay strong in difficult times? 

 Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
Curriculum News    

 

Throughout each term our Class Teachers and Specialist Teachers upload work which each child has 
completed and participated in. Here, at St Francis Xavier we use the Seesaw platform to make this 
happen. Seesaw increases student motivation by sharing learning with an authentic audience: 
their teachers and family members. Seesaw is primarily used as a way to communicate with 

families and keep them in the loop on the learning their child is doing at school. Students add posts to Seesaw that 
they are proud of in a self-directed way, as well as work their teacher has assigned. Please keep an eye out for alerts 
that your child has uploaded their work. Make a comment. Seesaw connects school to home in live time.  
                                     
 

2023 NAPLAN 
Preparations are underway for 2023 NAPLAN. Please put these dates into your diary.  
Wednesday 15th March - Monday 20th March Week 8/9 of Term 1. 

 
STRUCTURED LITERACY    Structured Literacy is an instructional approach aligned with the Science 
of Reading and Learning. This year we have the pleasure to be working with Emma Rutherford 
and Breanna Wade from Catholic Education Ballarat who will guide us in this 
area.  
 
 
Have a wonderful week! 

 
  

                                                                            Jane Clark                           
Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
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Wellbeing News 
 

I was reflecting on what I say frequently to my children. As a mother of two boys, I realised the words I speak most 
seem to be: “Someone will get hurt” followed by “This will not end well” (oh…. and “Who made this mess?) 
Conflict and siblings tend to go together! While sibling squabbles can be annoying, they offer us as parents a great 
opportunity to help our children handle conflict effectively (and this is a very important life skill). 
With our help, children can learn to work out disagreements by themselves, without fighting. This can help your 
children get along better and deal positively with conflicts with other children. 
Here are some tips for helping your children work things out: 

 Let children go if they’re trying to work things out. Talking, debating and even arguing are all signs that 
children are trying to work things out. Add some enthusiastic feedback about the way they’re interacting such 
as, ‘Hey, I'm really proud of the way you’re trying to work this out on your own’. 

 Give some tips. A few well-placed suggestions might be all children need- ‘Do you think that’s a kind voice 
right now?’ or ‘Remember to be fair and take turns. Whose turn was it last?’ 

 Give friendly reminders about house rules and expectations- for example, ‘Remember we all speak 
respectfully to each other’, or ‘Let’s keep our hands and feet to ourself’. 

Attached is a great article by Michael Grose on helping siblings resolve their fights- hopefully it brings some ideas for 
peace at your place!  
 
Kind regards, 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader    
  

Sport/Physical Education News   
 

District Swimming    Well done to the 10 students that participated and represented SFX at last week's Division 
Swimming Carnival at Eureka Pool on Friday. Harriet Locke, Amelia Sordello, Oliver Klein, Charlotte Quarrell, Hugh 
Farrell, Olivia Green, Mackenzie Burbidge, Pearl Nicholson and Julian Simpson all swam fantastic and had a great day. 
Congratulations to Amelia who qualified through to the Regional event next month in Horsham! 
Thank you to the parents and to Mrs Barclay for your assistance and support throughout the day. 
 

       
  
After School Sporting Schools program    This week our after school Sporting Schools program continues. 
Students participating on the following Monday's (Volleyball) are: 
- Monday Feb 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Mar 6 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Mar 20 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) (Mar 13 is a Public Holiday) 
- Monday Mar 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

Mollie Arnts, Maeve Arnts, Damilare Baruwa, Elizabeth Baruwa, Mayomikun Baruwa, James Bodnar, Laura Bodnar, 
Meredith Bodnar, Charlotte Carter, Daulat Singh Gill, Scarlett Govan, Harper Gull, Harriet Johnson, Oscar Johnson, 
Oscar Kersley, Charlie Kersley, Xavier Kersley, Edward Lloyd, Macie Lloyd, Harriet Locke, Emma Locke, Jasper 
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Patterson, India Skewes, Hannah Smith, Evangeline Spiers, Sofia St Louis, Christian Wright, Vivienne Young & Edith 
Young. 
 

Students participating on the following Thursday's (Basketball) are: 
Thursday Mar 2 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 9 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 16 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 23 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Thursday Mar 30 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

Connor Allen, Eddie Anderson, Judd Boyd, Flynn Boyd, Sully Boyd, Greyson, Broadbent, Odie Brooks, Freddie Brown, 
Tex Brown, Leni Brown, Lilly Bye, Harley Bye, Nicholas Green, Thomas Green, Olivia Green, Eliza Hanrahan, Grace 
Hocking, James Hocking, Alexander Hocking, Charlie Irving, Noah Irving, Isla King, Evie Loader, Patrick Ludbrook, 
Annie Ludbrook, Banjo Nicholson, Betsy Nicholson, Oskar Olsewski, Myah Rivett, Jet Rivett, Aurorah Rivett, Imogen 
Sordello & Amelia Sordello. 
 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 1: 

 Week 8 - Tuesday Mar 14th - Regional Swimming @ Horsham 
 Week 10 - Thursday Mar 30th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Cross Country @ Fed Uni 

 
 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, 
singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or Mr 
Carroll. 
 

Have a tremendous week.    

                                                                                             Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator  
   

 

P&F News 
 

Zooper Doopers for sale on Mondays.  50 cents each. 
 

Please see below a link to sign up to help with  
Zooper Doopers on a Monday.   
Your help is really appreciated! 
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV 
 
Please be aware that you will need a current Working 
With Children Check to be a helper.  Thank you. 
 
 

The P and F committee are continually in need for  
volunteers to help pack hot lunches, please sign up 
via this link.  

SignUp.com 
signup.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
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Attachments 
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Assembly Roster – 2023 

Friday at 12.40pm 
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