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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 20th March 2023 
Term 1 Week 9 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 
 

Term 1 Week 9 
Monday 20th March 

NAPLAN testing concludes 
 

6-7pm Foundation Parent 
Reading Information 

Workshop 
 

Friday 24th March 
12.40pm 5CC Assembly 

 

7pm Mix + Mingle at Oscar’s 
 

Term 1 Week 10 
 

Tuesday 28th March 
3.30-7.30pm Student Led 

Conferences 
 

Wednesday 29th March 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

 

3.30-7.30pm Student Led 
Conferences 

  

6pm School Alive Tour 
 

Thursday 30th March 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Cross Country, Fed Uni 
 

Thurs 30th-Fri 31st March 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill School 

 

Friday 31st March 
Casual dress day  (Donations 
to Caritas-Project Compassion) 

 

12.40pm 3VG Assembly 
 

Term 1 Week 11 
Monday 3rd April 

9am Holy Week Liturgy  
in Gym  

*Please note change of date 
 

Thursday 6th April 
Finishing time 2.20pm 

Last Day of Term 1 
 

Term 2 (9 weeks) 
Mon 24th April - Fri 23rd June  

 

Monday 24th April 
Student Free Day  Auslan 
Professional Learning Day 

 

Tuesday 25th April 
ANZAC Day holiday 

 

Friday 28th April 
9.30am at St Alipius Church 

Term 2 Mass 
 

Mon 1st-Fri 5th May 
Book Fair in Library 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Last Thursday evening students in Year 4 received the sacrament of Reconciliation for the 
first time. It was a memorable event and the children were well prepared. 
Reconciliation is one of seven sacraments recognised by the Catholic Church, and the second 
sacrament after Baptism. In this sense, it is an important event. Do you have significant 
events that you honour in your family? Sometimes these events are linked to particular 
things like a wedding anniversary, birthday, name day etc. In the Church the sacraments 
recognise graces that are bestowed on an individual when they engage in particular 
activities.  
In Baptism the young child is named and becomes a member of the faith community. 
Through the sacrament of Reconciliation the child learns that we can seek forgiveness and 
will be forgiven. At Confirmation the child receives the gifts of the Holy Spirit and through 
First Eucharist we are welcomed to participate as full members of the faith community. Then 
as adults we can receive the sacrament of Marriage or Holy Orders, and finally the Last 
Rights as we prepare to die. Hopefully that one will be a long way away! 
For our students in Year 4, there is much to learn. They have begun their journey through 
the sacraments and we congratulate them on their preparations. For the rest of us, we are 
all learning to be the best people that we can possibly be, and for that we should feel very 
proud! 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

 
Seesaw UPDATE for Parents    This year, all classes will 
continue to use the online digital portfolio tool, Seesaw. 
Seesaw provides children with the opportunity to document 
and reflect upon their learning while strengthening their skills 
in the area of technology. Each child has their own Seesaw 
portfolio and throughout the year authentic assessment tasks 
will be uploaded to Seesaw so that you can see your child’s 
achievements and next steps in learning in real time.  
Given the use of Seesaw for Assessment and Reporting and for communication purposes, we 
strongly encourage all families to ensure they are connected to their child’s Seesaw 
portfolio. This also includes families double checking that their Seesaw notifications are 
turned on. When viewing your child’s learning samples on Seesaw we encourage you to be 
active in liking the posts and leaving a comment for your child as this will be sure to further 
enhance our positive partnerships between home and school. We also know that the 
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Friday 5th May 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Friday 12th May 
Mothers’ Day celebration 

 

Friday 19th May 
12.40pm 3GW Assembly 

 

Friday 26th May 
Years 3-6 SFX Athletics Day 

at Llanberris 
12.40pm 1EM Assembly 

 

Friday 2nd June 
12.40pm F TW Assembly 

 

Friday 16th June 
12.40pm 2EH Assembly 

 

6pm Sat 17th and 10.30am 
Sun 18th June at St Alipius 

Year 4 First Eucharist 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am in Gym Term 3 Mass 

 

12.40pm 4BW Assembly 
 

Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July  school closure 
 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6ZA Assembly 

 

Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Friday 6th October 
9.30am at St Alipius  Mass 

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

*Please note change of date 
 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

*Please note change of date 
 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

children benefit significantly from seeing and reading their family’s comments on Seesaw 
too.  
If you are not connected and require a Seesaw login for your child, please see your child’s 
classroom teacher this week. We look forward to continuing to use Seesaw as a platform for 
Assessment and Reporting, and for communication purposes in 2023. 
 

St Patrick’s Day     
Last Friday we celebrated the Feast of Saint Patrick. Many Australian Catholics have Irish 
ancestry, and St Patrick is honoured as one of the patron saints of Irish heritage. We can all 
celebrate the life of this very interesting man because he is also the patron saint of the 
Ballarat Diocese. 
Who was Patrick? Patrick was born on the west coast of Britain 
about 360 A.D. At the age of 16 he was kidnapped by Irish pirates 
and sold as a slave into the service of a local king. On a rainy 
hillside tending sheep, he met the Lord and his faith was nurtured 
over the next several months. He escaped, but God called him to 
return to Ireland as a missionary. He was a saint of God who gave 
his life to help people know Jesus by starting mission churches. He 
baptized tens of thousands and hundreds of chapels were erected 
for the worship of Jesus all over Ireland. http://www.joyfulheart.com/stpatrick/patrick.htm 
 

Mix & Mingle Night    Have you purchased your tickets for the Mix & Mingle yet? We are 
looking forward to a great evening together at Oscars as we welcome new families into our 
community and reacquaint ourselves with friends from time past. Let’s all put the date in 
the diary and make an effort to enjoy an hour or two among friends. See you there! 
 

SFX Tuition Raffle 2023    Imagine winning $1500 dollars off your school fees! Tickets are 
now available for our super raffle which will be drawn at the Mix & Mingle night. Jump on 
board and purchase as many tickets as you can and who knows? You might be the lucky 
winner! 
 

SFX Easter Raffle 2023 
Our ever popular Easter Raffle is back! All donations gratefully 
received and this year’s draw is already looking good! Don’t 
forget to purchase your tickets, and remember, you have to be in 
it to win it! 
 
 

  
 Drawn at 3pm on Friday 31st March. 

 
 
 
 

New Staff    We welcome the following new staff members to St Francis Xavier.  We look 
forward to working with them at our school. 
       Ms. Kerrie McTigue - Business Manager (commencing Term 2) 
       Ms. Anita Houlihan - Administration Officer (commencing Term 2) 
       Ms. Ange Staley - Learning Support Officer (commencing this week) 
       Ms. Laura Stevens - Learning Support Officer (commencing Term 2) 
 
 

Sibling Enrolments 2024    If you have a child to enroll in Foundation in 2024 at St. Francis 
Xavier please ensure that you lodge their information on the Catholic Education website as 
soon as possible. This information will secure a place for your child but without it we cannot 
guarantee that places will be available. 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/ 
 

 

http://www.joyfulheart.com/stpatrick/patrick.htm
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form
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Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am in Gym  Mass 

Anaphylaxis and nut products    We have a number of students at St Francis Xavier who 
have a severe allergy to all nuts and nut products.  Even exposure to very small amounts 
could be serious and life threatening for them.  It is essential that we all play a role in 
supporting these children and their families with this very important issue.  As a result of the 
seriousness of this issue, we ask that no parent send products to school that have nuts listed 
on the ingredients section of the packaging. 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter School Alive Tours and 2024 Enrolment 
Information; Parish Bulletin; How to help your child be a good friend. 
  

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday March 19, 2023    Fourth Sunday of Lent (Year A) 
 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 Below is the shortened version. 
  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been born blind.  Jesus spat on the ground and made some mud 
with the spittle; he rubbed the mud on the man's eyes and said, “Go and wash your face in the Pool of Siloam.” (This 
name means “Sent.”) So the man went, washed his face, and came back seeing. 
His neighbours and the people who had seen him begging before this, asked, “Isn't this the man who used to sit and 
beg?” Some said, “He is the one,” but others said, “No he isn't; he just looks like him.” So the man himself said, “I am 
the man.” 
Then they took to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. The day that Jesus made the mud and cured him of his 
blindness was a Sabbath. The Pharisees, then, asked the man again how he had received his sight. He told them, “He 
put some mud on my eyes; I washed my face, and now I can see.” 
Some of the Pharisees said, “The man who did this cannot be from God, for he does not obey the Sabbath law.” 
Others, however, said, “How could a man who is a sinner perform such miracles as these?” And there was a division 
among them. So the Pharisees asked the man once more, “You say he cured you of your blindness — well, what do 
you say about him?” 
“He is a prophet,” the man answered. They answered, “You were born and brought up in sin — and you are trying to 
teach us?” And they expelled him from the synagogue. 
When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the man and asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” The 
man answered, “Tell me who he is, sir, so that I can believe in him!” Jesus said to him, “You have already seen him, 
and he is the one who is talking with you now.” 
“I believe, Lord!” the man said, and knelt down before Jesus.                  (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection:  
Today we hear how Jesus helped a blind man to see again. The Pharisees (some of the religious leaders of the time) 
question the man and his parents to find out how Jesus gave him his sight. The man tells them but they do not believe 
it and grow angry. 
  

Jesus tells the Pharisees that they are blind because they are more concerned with the rules than with helping the 
man. While there is nothing wrong with their eyes, the Pharisees do not open their hearts to see the truth of who 
Jesus is. 
 

God has given us the gift of sight to see all the wonderful things in our world but we also need to open our eyes to 
things that are wrong and try to do what we can to change them.  We can see that it is not fair for some people in the 
world to have lots of money, power and things while others of us are poor or hungry or do not have a safe place to 
live. We can see that we are damaging our planet and that the climate is changing. Floods, droughts and natural 
disasters are happening more often and affecting more people around the world. 
  

We can also see what is possible when people work together to solve problems.   
 

Our Challenge: Look out for all the good things that you can see in the world this week. If you see anything that is 
wrong or unfair, think about what you could do to help to change it. 
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YEAR FOUR RECONCILIATION 
We congratulate the Year Four children 
who received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation for the first time last 
week. They have been preparing for this 
Sacrament and presented themselves 
beautifully at the liturgy. Many thanks to 
the families and to Ms Wrigley, Ms 
Pearson, Ms Howard and Ms Cicchini for 
preparing and supporting these children 
at this special time. 
A big thank you to our Parish Priest 
Fr. Jorge and many thanks also to Frs. 
Eladio, Eugene, Ed, Jim, and Abraham for 
giving up their time to join us.  
We look forward now to joining these 
children as they receive their First 
Eucharist in June. Please keep them in 
your prayers. 
 
Year One Church Visit    Last Friday our Year One children joined with the St Alipius Parish to celebrate Mass for 
St Patrick’s Day. After Mass, Fr Jorge took us around the Church and showed us the altar, the baptismal font, the 
tabernacle and explained the stories depicted in the stained glass windows. The children had the opportunity to ask 
lots of great questions and learnt a lot about the Catholic tradition. Many thanks to Fr Jorge and to our fantastic 
teachers Ms Simpson, Ms McLean and Mr Manzl.  

 
 
 

  
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
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Curriculum News   
 
 

Looking forward to our Foundation Parent /Carer Reading Information Workshop that is happening tonight at 6pm in 
the Gymnasium.  

 

Foundation Parent Reading Information Workshop  
Supporting Your Child To Read 

 

 
 

Monday, 20th of March, 2023  
6:00pm - 7:00pm 

Location - School Gymnasium 

 
Book Fair: We are very excited to announce that the Book Fair is taking place this 
year! Our Book Fair will begin on Monday 1st May and conclude on Friday 5th May 
2023. 
The Book Fair provides children with the opportunity to explore literature and select 
books of interest. The Book Fair is a great way to celebrate reading within our 
community with hundreds of fun, engaging and affordable books for the children to 
discover. Prior to the Book Fair, classes will be given the opportunity to view the 
selected books and write a wish list. 
Book Fair dates: Monday 1st May- Friday 5th May      Location: Our school LIBRARY 

Shopping hours: 8:30am- 8:50 am & 3:00pm- 4:00pm 
Special activities: Maze activity, Word Find, Story writing, Colouring activity, Guessing Game) 
 
 

Student - Led Conferences at SFX: Your child(ren) will be showcasing their 
schoolwork and discussing learning goals with you through Student-Led 
Conferences. During Student – Led Conferences, your children will lead the 
discussion with you about their school work, while teachers will help direct 
conversation and answer questions you may have. 
These conferences are scheduled in week 10 of this term on the following 
dates: Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th March. 
Bookings for these conferences will be open on PAM by Wednesday 15th 
March. 

These meetings will last for 15 minutes, and we encourage all families to attend. Children must attend these meetings! 
We have several goals for holding conferences using this format: 

• For parents/carers – we hope that you will get to see rather than simply being told about your child’s progress 
• For students – we hope students will take more responsibility for their learning 
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• For teachers – we want teachers to have more meaningful and impactful conferences with you 
• For all – we want to maximize our time together, create ways to partner with one another to support student 

success. 
Questions to ask your child at Student - Led Conferences. 
Here are some questions for you to ask your child during their Student – Led Conference. 
These are suggestions, so please look them over and pick a few that you would like to ask! 
1. What are you most proud of? 
2. It makes me proud to see that .... 
3. Can you tell me more about ...? 
4. I can tell that you improved in .... 
5. What did you find challenging this term? 
6. Did you reach your goals? Why/Why not? 
7. What can we do together at home to support your learning? 
 

We have deliberately formed them as Student – Led and not 3 – Way Conferences.  Highly Effective Catholic Primary 
Schools promote Student Voice. Student – Led Conferences are identified as a significant way of developing Student 
Voice and all the latest research and evidence around Assessment as Learning supports this. 
If a parent/carer needs to have a conversation with the teacher not in the presence of the child in 
regards to other matters, this needs to take place at another time. Contact can be made with the 
class teacher requesting further time if needed. 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 

                                                                                                         Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
 

 

Wellbeing News 
 

Friendships are an important part of childhood, but social skills don’t come easily to all children. Some children 
struggle to take turns, play make believe games, share, control their anger or let others have their say. Others may be 
hesitant to join in, feel socially awkward, hover at the margins of groups or are naturally more introverted-  and that's 
okay because we are all different! 
 

As parents we can’t make friends for our child, but we can help them to develop and practice key social skills. This is 
where some coaching at home can help. Focus on positive behaviours you want to reinforce. Catch your child during 
family playtime and praise them as this makes them more likely to repeat the desired behaviour (“That was really kind 
how you took turns playing with the doll, you are being a good friend to your brother”) 
 

Supervised play dates might provide you with ways to help your child practice socialising in a warm, supportive 
environment- you could talk about being a good host, what games they might like to play, checking if their friend is 
still enjoying the activity and negotiating what to do next. 
Joining a team or club are also a good way to make friends as they provide a shared area of interest and built-in 
structures to help minimise anxiety- you might like to role play what they could say when they arrive or how to 
introduce themselves. 
 

Please find attached to this newsletter further strategies to assist you in supporting your child to be a good friend. 
 

As a parent you are modelling good social behaviour in all your interactions.  
You can use these natural opportunities to highlight kind and respectful ways to behave in the conversations you have 
with family, friends, online, to your wait staff, shop assistants and customer service representatives- little eyes are 
always watching and learning from us! 
 

Adult friendships are important too so don’t forget our P&F Mix and Mingle this Friday night! 
What a great opportunity to make some new connections and friendships! 
I look forward to meeting some of you there! 
 

Kind regards, Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
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 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Cross Country    Over the past couple of weeks, Mr Down in his PE lessons has been conducting fitness testing. This 
information along with the trials for the Athletics Day 800m event will form the bases for selection for the SFX Cross 
Country squad. We look forward to announcing the squad very soon. 
 

After School Sporting Schools program 
This week our after school Sporting Schools program continues. 
The remaining Monday (Volleyball) sessions are: 
- Monday Mar 20 (3:30pm - 4:30pm)       - Monday Mar 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

The remaining Thursday (Basketball) sessions are: 
Thursday Mar 23 (3:30pm - 4:30pm)       Thursday Mar 30 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 1: 

• Week 10 - Thursday Mar 30th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Cross Country @ Fed Uni 
Term 2: 

• Week 4 - Tuesday May 16th - Division AFL 
• Week 5 - Wednesday May 24th - Division Netball 
• Week 5 - Friday May 26th - Year 3 - 6 Athletics Carnival - Llanberris 
• Week 6 - Monday May 29th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool 
• Week 6 - Friday Jun 2nd - Division Soccer 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 

Have a fantastic week.  

 
                                                                                             Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator  

   
 

P&F News 
 

Zooper Doopers for sale on Mondays.  50 cents each. 
 

Please see below a link to sign up to help with  
Zooper Doopers on a Monday.   
Your help is really appreciated! 
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV 
 
Please be aware that you will need a current Working 
With Children Check to be a helper.  Thank you. 
 
 

The P and F committee are continually in need for  
volunteers to help pack hot lunches, please sign up 
via this link.  

SignUp.com 
signup.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://signup.com/go/LSiymVV
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
https://signup.com/mobileweb/2.0/vspot.html?activitykey=1266996607377888029#choose_event_page
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Attachments 
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