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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Monday 1st May 2023 

Term 2 Week 2 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 

Term 2 (9 weeks) 
Mon 24th April - Fri 23rd June  

 

Mon 1st-Fri 5th May 
Book Fair in Library 

8.30-8.50am & 3-4pm 
 

Tuesday 2nd May 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

 

Friday 5th May 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Monday 8th May 
All children to be in winter 

uniform from today 
 

Wednesday 10th May 
9.30am School Alive Tour 

 

Friday 12th May 
Mothers’ Day celebration 

 

Tuesday 16th May 
Division AFL 

 

Friday 19th May 
12.40pm 3GW Assembly 

 

Wednesday 24th May 
Division Netball 

 

Friday 26th May 
Years 3-6 SFX Athletics 
Carnival at Llanberris 

 

12.40pm 1EM Assembly 
 

Monday 29th May 
Regional Cross Country at 

Warrnambool 
 

Friday 2nd June 
12.40pm F TW Assembly 

 

Division Soccer 
 

Friday 9th June 
Student free day 

 

Friday 16th June 
12.40pm 2EH Assembly 

 

6pm Sat 17th and 10.30am 
Sun 18th June at St Alipius 

Year 4 First Eucharist 
 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  Yrs 4/5/6 Golf Clinics  

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am Mass in Gym 

 

12.40pm 4BW Assembly 
 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

We have had such a great start to the new term! Our special Easter Mass last Friday with 
Fr. Jorge was very special as we came together with members of our school and parish 
community to celebrate, praise and give thanks. Fr. Jorge’s special blessing with the Easter 
waters was definitely a highlight and our children were very respectful. It was the first time 
that we have gathered in our parish Church this year and I was very proud of the way in 
which all of our children conducted themselves. 
 

It is very important that we can gather as a community 
to celebrate major events. Easter is the pinnacle of the 
church year and we have to work hard with the children 
to ensure that the Easter story doesn’t end with the 
crucifixion. The most important events in Holy Week 
occur while we are on holidays so to recognise and 
celebrate the resurrection of Christ is such an important 
thing for us all. In this sense, we truly are the Easter 
People of the Risen Christ. 
 

Did you enjoy your Easter break? I hope that everyone 
might have had some time to rest up and re-charge the 
batteries. We have a busy term ahead so let’s look out 
for each other and enjoy each day for the blessing that it is. 
 
 

God bless, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mark Hogbin. 
 
Welcome Back Mr. Mullane 
We are delighted to welcome back Mr. Peter Mullane at school this term. 
Mr. Mullane is a longtime friend of our school and known to many pupils 
both past and present. Mr. Mullane will be working with the students in 
Yr. 5OH on Friday afternoons this term. Welcome home Mr. Mullane! 

 
Volunteer Helpers Term 2    Our Parents & Friends club would love to 
hear from any Parents, Carers and Grandparents who would like to 
assist us with hot lunches, Hot Chocolates, Uniform shop etc. All that 
is required is a Working with Children Check and a willingness to join 
the team. Please let us know at the front office if you can spare some 
time to assist in any way. All help is gratefully appreciated. What a 
great way to make new friends and to get to know our school! 
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Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July  school closure 
 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6ZA Assembly 

 

Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

Winter Uniform    The reason for our school uniform is to ensure that our children are 
identified as students who belong to the community of St. Francis Xavier. This is something 
to feel proud of, therefore we ask that all children wear our uniform with a sense of pride. If 
some students choose to ignore aspects of the uniform policy, this causes resentment and 
disharmony for other students and families. For this reason we ask all parents to help 
monitor your child’s interpretation of the school uniform so that there is a strong level of 
equality and fairness in the management of our uniform protocols. 

 Full winter uniform may be worn from Day 1 of Term 2. 

 For the first 2 weeks of Term 2 we will be in a transition phase for Uniform. Children 
are permitted to be in either Summer or Winter Uniform. 

 From Monday 8th May (Week 3) all children are expected to be in Winter Uniform. 
 

Sibling Enrolments 2024    If you have a child to enrol in Foundation in 2024 at St. Francis 
Xavier, please ensure that you lodge their information on the Catholic Education website as 
soon as possible. This information will secure a place for your child but without it we cannot 
guarantee that places will be available. 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/ 
Expression of Interest forms close 25th May 2023. 
 

Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; Learning to take on challenges. 
  

Religious Education News 
 

 THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday April 30, 2023       Fourth Sunday of Easter  (Year A)        
 

Gospel: John 10:1-10    Jesus said, “I am telling you the truth: the man who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the gate, but climbs in some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man 
who goes in through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate 
for him; the sheep hear his voice as he calls his own sheep by name, and he leads them 
out.  When he has brought them out, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they know his voice. They will not follow someone else; instead, they will run away 
from such a person, because they do not know his voice.” 
 

Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand what he meant. 
So Jesus said again, “I am telling you the truth: I am the gate for the sheep.  All others who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. 
Whoever comes in by me will be saved; they will come in and go out and find pasture. The 
thief comes only in order to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come in order that you might have 
life — life in all its fullness.       (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection: Jesus tells us a parable in which he is the gate which takes us to God. Can 
you remember what Jesus says, right at the end of today’s gospel?  
Jesus says, “I have come so that you might have life – life in all its fullness.” 

  

Living life to the full doesn’t mean having all the latest toys or the coolest clothes or the biggest house.  It means being 
the best person that we can be, living our lives well and having the chance to use all our gifts and talents for the good 
of all. Let’s live our life to the fullest – doing all that we can to be the best people we can be and using our gifts and 
talents for the good of others.   
  

Our Challenge: What will you do to live life to the full and help others do the same?   

  
SAVE THE DATE        Mother’s and Special Friend’s Liturgy  

 

A special invitation will be coming home this week about our Mother’s and 
Special Friend’s Liturgy on Friday May 12, 2023. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at 1:45pm in the Gym for afternoon tea, 
followed by our Family Groups liturgy at 2.30pm 

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

 
 

 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         3. 

 

Curriculum News    
 

 
 
Auslan begins today! 

  
 

Last Monday our whole staff participated in a 
Professional Development Day about Auslan. 
Chantelle Stacey our Teachers as Co learners 
Language Assistant presented at this Ballarat 
Diocese meeting.   
 
Chantelle begins assisting Teachers in their 
classrooms this week as we launch our LOTE 
(Languages other than English program here at 
St Francis Xavier.  
 
Please ask your children about what they have 
learnt  words / expressions / games and 
experiences they are learning about. We are all 
excited about this new journey together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Fair: We are also very excited to finally say the Book Fair is on! The Book Fair 
provides children with the opportunity to explore literature and select books of interest. 
The Book Fair is a great way to celebrate reading within our community with hundreds of 
fun, engaging and affordable books for the children to discover. Children have visited the 
library and made a Wish List.  
Book Fair dates: Monday 1st - Friday 5th May          
Shopping hours: 8:30am- 8:50 am & 3:00-4:00pm 

Special activities: Maze activity, Word Find, Story writing, Colouring activity, Guessing Game. 
Location:  Our school LIBRARY 
 
Have a happy week.  
                                                                                                      

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
 

Wellbeing News 
 

During our Social and Emotional Learning this term, we are focusing on the topics of Positive Coping and Problem 
Solving. 
  

Problem-solving skills are an important part of the coping repertoire. Whether it’s a toy-related conflict, a tricky math 
equation or negative peer pressure, children of all ages face problems and challenges on a daily basis. 
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As parents or teachers, we can’t always be there to solve every problem for our children! In fact, this is not our job! 
Our job is to teach children how to solve problems by themselves. 
When children tackle problems on their own or in a group they learn valuable skills, such as looking at challenges from 
a fresh perspective, negotiation, patience and time management. 
  

The classroom program provides a number of learning activities to develop students’ problem-solving skills. The 
activities in the program assist students to develop their critical and creative thinking skills, and to apply them to 
scenarios exploring personal, social and ethical dilemmas. Typically, children who learn effective problem solving skills 
are happier, more independent and more confident in their ability to cope with adversity. 
  

Here are some tips for coaching your children in problem-solving: 
 Give your children opportunities to play with others. Playgroups, playdates and games help children learn to 

play well together and practise positive alternatives to fighting. 
 Step in with ideas as soon as you see that children are finding it hard to work things out. For example, 

‘Remember to share’, or ‘Can you think of a way that you can both have a turn?’ 
 Talk things over later. With older children, working out a blame-free solution afterwards will make the fight 

less likely to happen again. For example, ‘How could you have handled it so that both of you got to use the 
tablet?’ 

 Help children find ways to express upset or angry feelings through calm words or positive activities. For 
example, water play, painting and playdough help younger children express feelings. Older children might find 
that kicking a ball or playing music helps. 

 Teach and model the social skill of ‘respectful disagreeing’. This involves saying something 
that you can both agree on, then saying what you don’t agree on. For example, ‘I agree that 
Grandma gave you the book for your birthday, but I don’t think it’s fair to stop your sister 
reading it if she asks politely’. 

 

Attached are some more great ways you assist your child to cope with challenges.  
 

Kind regards, Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
 
  

 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Good Luck Wentworth    Congratulations to Wentworth Campbell (6MM) who was recently selected to represent 
Ballarat at next month's Regional Soccer Championships. Good luck Wentworth! 
 

After School Netball    Thank you to all those that responded to the expression of interest for students wishing to 
participate in after school netball at Llanberris Netball Centre this term. We have 5 teams entered for the Tuesday 
Wednesday night competition made up of Yr 3/4 and Yr 5/6 students. Fixtures will be sent to those teams as soon as 
we get them. 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 2: 

 Week 4 - Tuesday May 16th - Division AFL 
 Week 5 - Wednesday May 24th - Division Netball 
 Week 5 - Friday May 26th - Year 3 - 6 Athletics Carnival - Llanberris 
 Week 6 - Monday May 29th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool 
 Week 6 - Friday Jun 2nd - Division Soccer 
 Week 9 - Mon Jun 19, Tues Jun 20 & Wed Jun 21 - Golf Clinics (Yr 4/5/6) 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, 
singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or 
Mr Carroll. 
 

Have a fantastic week. 
 

                                                                                                  Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Community News   
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Attachments 
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