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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Monday 22nd May 2023 

Term 2 Week 5 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 

Term 2 (9 weeks) 
Mon 24th April - Fri 23rd June  

 

Wednesday 24th May 
Division Netball 

 

Thursday 25th May 
2024 Foundation 
Enrolments close 

 

Friday 26th May 
Years 3-6 SFX Athletics 
Carnival at Llanberris 

 

12.40pm 1EM Assembly 
 

Monday 29th May 
Regional Cross Country at 

Warrnambool 
 

Thursday 1st June 
P&F Meeting 

6pm in Staff Room 
 

Friday 2nd June 
12.40pm F TW Assembly 

 

Division Soccer 
 

Friday 9th June 
Student free day 

 

Monday 12th June 
King’s birthday holiday 

 

Tuesday 13th June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Tues 13th & Wed 14th June 
Year 2 Log Cabin Camp 

 

Friday 16th June 
12.40pm 4BW Assembly 

 

6pm Sat 17th and 10.30am 
Sun 18th June at St Alipius 

Year 4 First Eucharist 
 

Mon 19th – Thurs 22nd June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  Yrs 4/5/6 Golf Clinics  

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  SFX Music Showcases 

6pm in Gym  
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Mon 10th & Tues 11th July 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am Mass in Gym 

 

12.40pm 2EH Assembly 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Welcome to Catholic Education Week! Across our Diocese we take time this week to 
recognise and give thanks for all that Catholic Education has provided for us over more than 
150 years. From the first schools set up on the gold fields to kindergartens, primary schools, 
secondary schools and a university, Catholic education is certainly thriving in the diocese of 
Ballarat. 
 

Our school certainly holds its own place in the rich story of Catholic education. Since 1902 
children have been offered an excellent education at St. Francis Xavier which has provided 
them with the skills they require to thrive as leaders in our community. The strong 
education that we offer today has its foundations in the vision of the Ballarat Mercy sisters 
who wanted every child to experience understandings of faith, education and welcome in a 
school setting where the values of Mercy would guide them throughout their lives. We work 
towards achieving this goal today. Like those who have gone before us, we want our 
students to succeed in their learning as we strive to educate in faith and with a deep 
commitment to assisting all students to grow as leaders in our community. From the 
tentative little steps of the Foundation students to the strong leadership qualities displayed 
by our most senior students, we have much to celebrate and feel proud of at our school 
today. 
 

Whether you are experiencing Catholic education for the first time, or like me can connect 
to Catholic education through your own school days, let’s all just stop for a moment in our 
busy week to give thanks to God for the gift of Catholic education and for the privilege we 
have in being a part of it today. We have learned much from the past and we are committed 
to building a strong future together. How fortunate we are to be a part of something so 
special. 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

Please find at the end of this newsletter Parish Bulletin; Assembly Awards; Connecting with 
your kids. 
 

Year 3-6 Sports Day    Are you ready for our 3-6 Sports Day on Friday? Children are required 
to be at Llanberris Reserve from 9.00am ready to go. Bring a coat! Parents and Friends are 
most welcome to come along and enjoy the day with us as we experience the fun of Sports 
Day together. 
 

Senior School Netball Competition    Our senior students are looking forward to a great 
competition day on Wednesday. Please note that all students will be required to wear the 
correct school sports uniform, including appropriate footwear. If your child will be wearing a 
beanie on the day, please aim for a plain navy blue one if possible. We are proud of our 
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Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July  school closure 
 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Tuesday 19th December 
Last 2023 student day 

uniform at school and we are conscious that when we take part in community events, we 
want to present ourselves in the best possible ways. 
 

Winter School Uniform    We have been in contact with our school uniform supplier to 
ensure that supplies can be available for purchase. While they have had some challenges 
with delivery of some components of the uniform, they are confident that all items should 
be available very soon. Thanks everyone for your patience. 
 

Cover-Up Clothes    With the onset of wet weather it’s time to bring along your cover-up 
clothes if you are playing on the top oval. This is really important if we want to be able to 
play on the oval at this time of year so let’s all work together to ensure that we can enjoy 
our play spaces together. 

 

Religious Education News                                               
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday May 21, 2023    The Ascension of our Lord  (Year A) 
 

Matthew 28:16-20    Jesus' eleven disciples went to a mountain in Galilee, where Jesus had 
told them to meet him.  They saw him and worshiped him, but some of them doubted.  
Jesus came to them and said: "I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth!  Go to 
the people of all nations and make them my disciples.  Baptise them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teach them to do everything I have told you.  "I will 
be with you always, even until the end of the world." 
  

Gospel reflection:   The important part of this story was the sending out of the disciples. 
Imagine Jesus saying to them something like 'I've done my bit now you go and do the same'. 
Jesus wanted his disciples to love one another, to be united with each other, to be together 
and work together for a better world. 
  

What sort of things might we do if we are united?  We might spend time together, be at 
peace with each other, listen to each other and help each other. We would want what is 
best for the other person – loving one another as much as we love ourselves. 
  

Perhaps you have a favourite book and could read it to your little brother or sister? 
Someone lonely who might appreciate a visit or call?  
Do you have any other ideas? How else could we come together with others?  
In a special letter called Laudato Si’, Pope Francis asked us all to join 
together to care for our earth and for each other. Watch this animation to 
find out more about Laudato Si’: https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-
teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children 
  

Our Challenge: What could you do to become more united - or ‘at one’ - 
with other people and our Earth? 

 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
 

Curriculum News                                            
 

Semester One Formal Reports    Teachers are in the 
process of gathering and updating data to assist with 
writing their Semester One reports.  Research shows that 
children are more likely to perform better when school and 
families work together. Our formal reports are another 
opportunity for us to foster our school-home partnership 
with you. You will receive a formal written report for your 
child/ren on the last day of this term via the Parent Access 
Module (PAM). This report will provide feedback about your child’s progress and 
achievement in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum. 
 

The Semester One Formal Reports will include: 
1. A Religious Education comment detailing your child’s Semester One learning outcomes 
    and opportunities in alignment with our Awakenings Core Document 

https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children
https://cafod.org.uk/education/primary-teaching-resources/laudato-si-for-children
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2. A personalised written comment to celebrate your child’s achievements, particularly in relation to their Personal  
    and Social Learning 
3. A personalised comment to identify your child’s Next Steps in Learning to ensure future success and growth 
4. Level of attainment in the form of a dot on a continuum for the learning areas explicitly taught in Semester One and  
    in accordance with the Victorian Curriculum Achievement Standards: 
    · English (Reading & Viewing, Writing, Speaking & Listening) 
    · Mathematics (Number & Algebra, Measurement & Geometry, Statistics & Probability) 
    · Visual Arts 
    · Performing Arts 
    · Health and Physical Education 
    · Science 
    · Technologies 
    · Humanities 
    · Capabilities (Ethical, Personal and Social, Critical and Creative Thinking and Intercultural) 
 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is a wonderful 
initiative supporting reading and children's literacy.  
The official story time book for 2023 is The Speedy 
Sloth written by award- winning picture book author Rebecca 
Young and illustrated by award winning children's book 
illustrator Heath McKenzie. NSS is a vital campaign that aims 
to engage children of all ages to read and enjoy books while 
teaching them the value of literacy.  
The Speedy Sloth is a delightful story of 
COURAGE, TENACITY, PARTICIPATION and 

CELEBRATION of all WINNERS!. Spike is proud to run her own race! 
Here at St Francis Xavier Primary school, all children are invited to join us in our library for this 
special event on Wednesday 24th May at 11:00am. 
 
Have a great week.  

                                                                                                         Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
 

Wellbeing News 
  

Sometimes I get to the end of the day and realise I’ve hardly even looked at my kids! 
 

I’ve basically just shuffled them from breakfast, to the bus, to sport, to homework and then to bed. Then the guilt sets 
in! We know connection is so important, but then life gets in the way and it seems hard to fit everything in! 
 

Fortunately making meaningful connections with your children don’t have to be time consuming or require 
preparation- we can have “mini-connections” throughout the day while driving them to school, standing in line at the 
grocery store or when they are hanging around in the kitchen wondering what's for dinner. 
 

Find what works for you and your family -Dr Matt Sanders (Positive Parenting Program) suggests trying to spend small 
amounts of time with your child- as little as one or two minutes- frequently throughout the day. 
 

Time that is special to your child might be when they approach to tell you something, show you something important, 
ask a question or involve you in their activity. 
 

When these moments occur and you are not occupied with something important, try to stop what you are doing and 
be present with your child for just a short time. 
 

It takes a bit of practice to really tune in but it can really be powerful in developing positive relationships with your 
child. (This strategy also works a treat for partners/ family/ friends and work colleagues too!) 
 

Attached are some further ideas on how to achieve positive connections with your child. 
 

 
 

Kind regards,                                             
Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
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 Sport/Physical Education News   
 

Eureka Division Football - Boys & Girls    Last Wednesday in true football conditions, our Girls and Boys Football 
teams participated in the Eureka Division Football competition at the Sebastopol Football Ground. Our boys team 
finished with a mixed bag with a win, a draw and a narrow loss, while the girls had 2 wins and two losses. Both teams 
and every player played with outstanding effort, skill, determination and great sportsmanship. A big thank you to 
Ms Astbury and Mrs Grant for all of their help and support throughout the day. No doubt the highlight for the day was 
when Will Shorter kicked the match winning goal. 
 
 

Eureka Division Netball - Boys & Girls    Good luck to all teams and students competing in the Division Netball on 
Wednesday. We have two boys teams and two girls teams participating. Congratulations to all of the students that 
were selected to represent SFX: 
 

Boys: Julian Simpson, Rafter Castles, Xavier Staley, Leo Thorp, Logan Warren, Will Shorter, Archer Spackman,  
Mitch Kane, Henry Robb, Jake Cheeseman, Xavier Kersley, Ash Norris, Frankie Hill, Abe Sosinski, Jack Fraser,  
Louis Britt, George Britt, Cooper Downes & Wentworth Campbell. 
 

Girls: Annabelle Chalmers, Mia van Hamond, Ivy Pearce, Tayla Hiscock, Mia Maher, Felicity McGrath, Lola Roney, 
Abbie Gervasoni, Pearl Nicholson, Olivia Green, Charlotte Chibnall, Arabella Heywood, Sadie Wilson, Harriet Johnson, 
Sophie Millington, Lucy Kierce, Evie Pengelly, Evie Knowles, Josie De Lorenzo & Maebh Arnts. 
 
 

Year 3 - 6 Athletics Day    We look forward to conducting our Yr 3-6 Athletics Day this Friday May 25th. Please see all 
relevant information on PAM. 
 
 

Regional Cross Country    Good luck to the 11 students that will be running in the Regional Cross Country 
Championships next Monday in Warrnambool. We wish Hudson McGrath, Jed Hynes, Nellie Cheeseman, Archer 
Spackman, Mitch Kane, Pippa Dalton, Jake Cheeseman, Ash Norris, Olivia Green, Tayla Hiscock and Felicity McGrath all 
the very best. 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
 

Term 2: 
 Week 5 - Wednesday May 24th - Division Netball 
 Week 5 - Friday May 26th - Year 3 - 6 Athletics Carnival - Llanberris 
 Week 6 - Monday May 29th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool 
 Week 6 - Friday Jun 2nd - Division Soccer 
 Week 9 - Mon Jun 19, Tues Jun 20 & Wed Jun 21 - Golf Clinics (Yr 4/5/6) 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets 
or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 

Have a great week. 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Learning Technologies News 
  
 

National eSmart Week 2023 - "Be your best self online!" 
eSmart Schools, an initiative of the Alannah & Madeline Foundation, helps teachers, librarians and the greater 
community to best manage cyber risks, bullying and cyberbullying issues so students feel safer and supported. 
  

Children will be spending time in their classrooms this week learning how to become their best selves online. They 
will be learning about being a positive digital citizen, how to be kind online, how to report cyber bullying, and how to 
be an upstander. 
  

To further support this initiative, we are asking children to add a touch of purple or yellow on Thursday to mark this 
annual occasion. We hope this important and prominent topic prompts some rich discussion at home with your 
child/ren. 
  

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Matthew, Alex & August promoting National eSmart Week at Villa 

 
Carla Cicchini, Learning Technologies Leader 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 P&F News   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Term 2 P&F Update:  
 
 

IGA Community rewards    During the month of May, our school will be participating in the IGA Community Rewards 
Program. Where possible please try and support the following supermarkets, Pleasant Street, Midvale Street and 
Northway and place your rewards tokens in the St. Francis Xavier Primary School box. (Please note the new Victoria 
Street Supermarket is not part of this program as yet.)  
 
 

Hot Chocolates    We are once again offering hot chocolates with marshmallows for sale in the gym on Mondays for 
$1.50 at first break.  
We are again grateful to Inglenook Dairy for the generous donation of their delicious milk, Grounded Pleasures for 
the hot chocolate and So Soft Marshmallow Co for the yummy marshmallows! We require helpers (sorry no younger 
siblings due to OH&S)    https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB  
 
 

Hot Lunches    We are back ordering with Stewart’s Bakery as our supplier and are so happy for them they have been 
able to re open. Orders need to be placed on Flexischools by 10am on Thursday. We are always in need of 
volunteers. Toddlers and younger siblings are most welcome in the gym. 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation  
 
 

Second hand uniform shop    If you are wanting to inspect/purchase from the uniform shop, please fill out a slip at 
the front office and we can organise a time to meet you. 
 
 

Parents and Friends meeting    Our next meeting will be held on Thursday the 1st of June at 6pm in the staff rooms, 
all are welcome to attend. 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation
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Attachments   
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    19th May 2023    Hosted by 3GW 
Theme: EXCELLENCE    Excellence means being the best person we can be.  We always try our hardest, even when it’s 
difficult, just like Jesus did. 

Foundation Jasper Rolfe and Matilda Walshe (F LH); Patrick Lenaghan & Daisy Whittlam (F TW); 
Zahli Kingston & Marco Pietrantuono (F GJ); Annie Ludbrook & Indi Nestor (F MM). 

1 JS Oskar Olszewski and Fletcher Hipke  

1 MM Edie Giles & Winter James 

1 EM Thiago Motta Crespo and Lilly Bye 

2 EH Byron Toohey and Ella Wilson 

2 CJ Mitchell Cyples and Baxter Steinman  

2 GH Bertie Stanley and Casey Hartup 

3 NM Lucy Elliot & Darci Prebble  

3 JVG Remi James and Joe Trigg 

3 GW Grace Hocking, Winnie Harrison  

4 BW Reuben Molloy and George Pearce 

4 HC Marli Ward & Charlie Kersley 

4 CP Elizabeth Baruwa and Hudson Shorter 

5 JF Charlotte Morris & Molly Danaher 

5 OH Emily Hanrahan and Monty Harrison  

5 CC Adelle Marson and Elliana Tocchet 

6 PB Harriet Johson and Rafter Castles 

6 MM Ivy Pearce and Will Shorter 

6 ZA Evie Pengelly & Augie Mason 

Environmental 
Education 

Hudson McGrath & Zara Thorpe 4CP, for the Excellence they demonstrated in their last E.E. 
lesson, going above and beyond in their researching their single-use and reusable items in their 
Redesign Challenge Project. Both students took a great deal of time to find out more about 
their chosen material, ensuring they knew the facts that contributed to it being either harmful 
or helpful to the environment. Bravo! 

Performing Arts Will Shorter & Arabella Heywood 6PB for excellence in focus and effort to their showcase song 

Visual Arts Hannah Smith and Xavier Uljanic for their excellent Josh Muir inspired art. 

Physical Education Flynn Boyd for his excellent SEPEP application. Pippa Dalton for always trying her best and 
striving for excellence.  

Principal’s Award Isa Jones and Georgia Dundas for their excellent approach to assisting with Lost Property. They 
have identified and returned many items over recent weeks. 
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 Community News   
 

 

 

 

 

 


