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Term 2 (9 weeks) 
Mon 24th April - Fri 23rd June  

 

Monday 29th May 
Regional Cross Country at 

Warrnambool 
 

Thursday 1st June 
P&F Meeting 

6pm in Staff Room 
 

Friday 2nd June 
12.40pm F TW Assembly 

 

Division Soccer 
 

Friday 9th June 
Student free day 

 

Monday 12th June 
King’s birthday holiday 

 

Tuesday 13th June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Tues 13th & Wed 14th June 
Year 2 Log Cabin Camp 

 

Friday 16th June 
12.40pm 4BW Assembly 

 

6pm Sat 17th and 10.30am 
Sun 18th June at St Alipius 

Year 4 First Eucharist 
 

Mon 19th – Thurs 22nd June 
Year 6 swimming 

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  Yrs 4/5/6 Golf Clinics  

 

Mon 19, Tue 20 & Wed 21 
June  SFX Music Showcases 

6pm in Gym  
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Mon 10th & Tues 11th July 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am Mass in Gym 

 

12.40pm 2EH Assembly 
 

Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July  school closure 
 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Yesterday we celebrated the feast of Pentecost. This marks the time when the Disciples 
gained the courage to move beyond their existing communities and spread the good news 
of Christianity to all nations. The feast of Pentecost is sometimes referred to as the birth of 
the modern church. 
 

The gospels tell us “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 
whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:1-5) 
 

This story reminds me about what it means to act with courage. A long time ago in my early 
years of leadership, I was offered the following advice; ‘What’s popular is not always right, 
and what’s right is not always popular’. It has stood by me for many years and I still keep this 
in mind when the hard decisions have to be made. For those early disciples, spreading the 
word of God led to many adventures, and misadventures but ultimately, and with courage, 
the word spread and today we are the recipients of that 
message. Just like the early disciples we are called to live our 
lives according to a set of values that we call Christianity.  
 

In the week ahead, may we all act courageously according to 
our beliefs. If something is wrong in our life, may we have 
the courage to seek the help we need. If someone we know 
is seeking assistance, may we be the person to assist. Let’s 
take on the message of the early disciples and be brave, 
courageous and determined to make our world a better 
place. 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

 
Yr. 3-6 School Sports    Unfortunately we were beaten by the pre-winter artic blasts last 
week which meant that we had to postpone our sports day again. It’s always tricky making a 
call like this but we would prefer to be cautious when it comes to caring for our children. We 
will organise another day and pray for better weather. Third time lucky! 
 
 

School Closure Day & Public Holiday    A reminder that there will be no classes at school on 
Friday 9th June. This will allow the staff to continue training in the ReLate program which is 
designed to assist us as we continually work towards building a happy and safe environment 
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Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Tuesday 19th December 
Last 2023 student day 

for all members of our school community. We will also be closed on Monday 12th June to 
acknowledge the King’s Birthday public holiday. 
 
 

Winter school Uniform    Thanks everyone for ensuring a smooth transition to our winter 
school uniform. The children are looking much warmer at school now! Our suppliers have 
been in touch to say that they are still experiencing some difficulties in obtaining larger sizes 
but they are working hard to build up their stocks and will make them available to us as soon 
as possible. A reminder that coats and beanies are a good idea at this time of year and we 
ask that children wear the navy blue school and a navy beanie to help keep us looking neat, 
tidy and proud of our school. 
 

School Uniform    We are very proud of our school at St. Francis Xavier, and one important 
way of showing that pride is by making sure that we wear our school uniform correctly at all 
times. As part of our commitment to honoring the school policy we will be focusing on one 
aspect of the uniform policy each week between now and the end of term. You can assist us 
at home by ensuring that the children come to school each day in their correct school 
uniform. 
This week’s focus is Footwear. According to our policy we ask the following of all students in 
our school: 
Winter Unform 

 Black shoes 

 Grey sock with school colours 

Sports Uniform 

 White socks 

 Sports shoes 

 

School Drop off and Pick Up    I wish to remind everyone that the management of traffic 
flow at the beginning and end of the day is always a concern. We are fortunate that there is 
very little non-school traffic in the mix at these times. If the road signage and markings are 
adhered to with a good level of patience a safe environment can be maintained. We remind 
drivers to pull off to the left around the trees where the buses travel and U-turn to return 
down Fortune Street rather than cross directly across the traffic. (This is illegal!). 
Our staff carpark is not to be used as a pathway to either drop your children at school or 
pick them up. Car spaces are limited and the onsite carpark is for staff cars only. Many 
thanks for your assistance with these matters. 
 
 

Project Compassion    Congratulations to all students who contributed to 
our Project Compassion campaign this year. Through your class 
contributions we have been able to raise $380.90 for CARITAS to share with 
those in need. CARITAS is reliant on donations to assist the most poor and 
vulnerable in society so we know that every penny counts. Well done 
everyone! 

 

 

 

Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; Assembly Awards; Teaching kids to be kind. 
  
 
 
 

St Patrick’s Cathedral is establishing Choral and Organ Scholarships. The program will provide an opportunity for 
children with an aptitude and interest in music to sing regularly at Cathedral Masses. The children will receive annual 
scholarship payments towards their general education in return for their participation in the choir. The children will 
benefit from vocal and musical tuition, and develop skills in teamwork, time-management, professionalism and 
discipline. Children in Grades 3-6 are welcome to audition for the choir, which will have a gender balance. The safety 
of the children will be of the highest priority. Copies of the Choir Handbook, Audition Form or further information can 
be obtained by contacting the Choir Director, Mr Vincent Sully, on 0407 310 115 or vincenzo101923@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

 

   

mailto:vincenzo101923@gmail.com
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday May 28 , 2023       Pentecost  (Year A) 
 

 
Gospel: John 20:19-23    It was late that Sunday evening, and the disciples were 
gathered together behind locked doors, because they were afraid of the Jewish 
authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 
After saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled 
with joy at seeing the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father sent me, so I send you.” Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. If you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, 
they are not forgiven.” 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

 Pentecost by Jennifer Allison (2018)                                  
 

Gospel reflection:    The disciples were alone and afraid, because their friend Jesus had been put to death. Suddenly 
Jesus appeared to them and the disciples were filled with joy. Jesus repeated the words “Peace be with you.” He told 
the disciples he was sending them out to spread his word. 
 The disciples were filled with joy, hope and courage to go out and spread the word of God. The Holy Spirit gives the 
disciples the courage to see that they can do what Jesus asks of them.  
Jesus asks us to do the same as the disciples – to spread his message of love and peace to all people through what we 
do. The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to answer Jesus’ call, to do what God asks of us even when it 
is difficult. We each answer that call in a different way, but the Holy Spirit helps and guides us along 
the way. 
  

Our Challenge: This week let’s try to notice the Holy Spirit in our lives, helping us to be brave, and 
helping us to spread Jesus’ message of peace in our world.    (Adapted from CAFOD website) 

 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
 

Curriculum News 
 

 
Continuing to Strive for Excellence At SFX  

Here at SFX we are continually striving to provide quality learning and 
teaching that promotes excellence and fosters fullness of life for all. We 
believe in always looking for opportunities to strengthen our current 
practices to enhance the learning outcomes for our children. As a school, 
we are currently celebrating how our current Reading Program aligns 
with evidence-based practices, while also investigating reading strategies 

to enhance our current reality. Within this our ultimate goal is to develop engaged readers, who read to learn and 
love to read. 

Mid-Year Reports  
Currently teachers are working hard to moderate your children’s work to ensure that their reports 
are accurate and up to date with where their learning is positioned. I thank them for the energy, 
thoroughness, sincerity, and professionalism that they bring to their report writing. 
As communicated to families, St. Francis Xavier Primary School continues its firm commitment to 
working in partnership with parents to enable our children to achieve their best. Our end of 
Semester One reports will be available on PAM from Thursday 23rd June. 

Enjoy your week.                                                                                    Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
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Wellbeing News 
  

In a world where you can be anything, be kind! I love this quote! 
Kindness needs to be a conscious act and we need to create opportunities for 
our children to engage in acts of kindness. We also need them to know what it 
feels like to have someone treat them kindly (so they know what behaviours to 
copy, and why kindness is important).  
 
It might mean us as parents modelling kindness- giving genuine compliments, 
letting someone with fewer items go ahead in the grocery line (time permitting) 
or helping someone carry something when you see they are struggling. It might 
mean encouraging your child to invite the whole class to their birthday party, 
instead of excluding one or two children. 

 

In the attached Parenting Ideas, Rachel Tomlison explores why encouraging kids 
to be kind is essential in helping them avoid seeking instant gratification, ego-
centric solutions, or being cruel. Genuine kindness is one of the most important 

virtues in developing good character in our children.  
Let’s try and start a Kindness Revolution! 
 
Dress As A Superhero Day    This Friday (June 2) is Dress As a Superhero Day at St Francis Xavier 
and our focus is raising awareness of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and supporting research 
efforts. We will be donating the proceeds of our free dress day to this valuable work. 
 

We recognise not all superheros wear capes! Everyday people can display extraordinary 
qualities, like the good Samaritan who runs in to help after an accident. These people possess 
internal qualities that make them a hero, and because of them, the term “everyday hero” was 
coined. Many superheroes are everyday people in disguise- like doctors, nurses, paramedics, 
teachers, scientists, police officers and researchers. 
  

What is Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy?    Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) is a genetic disorder that affects the 
ability of muscles to make dystrophin. Dystrophin is used in muscle contraction to produce muscle strength. Without 
the dystrophin, muscles are unable to contract properly and therefore are weakened. This process is degenerative and 
progressive. DMD only affects males as the gene for dystrophin is located on the X chromosome. 
Research focuses on gene therapy and the hope of finding a substitute for dystrophin. Other research seeks ways to 
protect the muscle and help it to repair and regrow. Some research efforts have found their way to clinical trials. 
 
 

Kind regards,                                             
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
 
  

 Sport/Physical Education News   
 

Eureka Division Netball - Boys & Girls    SFX took to the netball stage last Wednesday competing in the 
Eureka Division Netball Competition. With four strong sides in the competition, we were able to represent 
SFX very well. 
Congratulations to all of the students that played and well done to the Girls A team that have qualified 
through to the Regional Finals in a couple of weeks. 
A big thank you to all of the support from families, coaches and staff that brought alive the Villa Spirit! 
 

Year 3 - 6 Athletics Day    Unfortunately Mother Nature wasn't on our side (again) last Friday and in the best 
interests of all involved we had to postpone our event. We are endeavouring to find an alternate date or 
plan for a third attempt. 
 

Regional Cross Country    Good luck to the 11 students that are running in the Regional Cross Country 
Championships this Monday in Warrnambool. We wish Hudson McGrath, Jed Hynes, Nellie Cheeseman, 
Archer Spackman, Mitch Kane, Pippa Dalton, Jake Cheeseman, Ash Norris, Olivia Green, Tayla Hiscock and 
Felicity McGrath all the very best. 
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Eureka Division Soccer    Good luck to all students for this Friday's Eureka Division Soccer Competition. SFX 
will be represented with 2 boys teams and 1 girls team. Congratulations to all students involved. 
 

Boys: Xavier Staley, Matthew Corrigan, Wentworth Campbell, Henry Robb, Abe Sosinski, Jensen McCartin, 
Julian Simpson, Jake Cheeseman, Alex Hocking, Cooper Downs, Sully Boyd, Jack Gertz, Augie Mason, Beau 
Hansen, Lachlan Patterson, Sam Hill, Campbell Delahunty, Jack Elliot, Monty Harrison, Oscar Trigg, Logan 
Warren, Carrington Taylor, Jasper Patterson, Rafter Castles, Xavier Kersley & Isaac Hatt 
 

Girls: Abbie Gervasoni, Lucy Kierce, Pearl Nicholson, Sadie Wilson, Tayla Hiscock, Georgia Dundas, Isa Jones, 
Olena Vallance, Evie Knowles, Lola Roney, Olivia Green, Pippa Dalton & Mabel Reus 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
 

Term 2: 
 Week 6 - Monday May 29th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool 
 Week 6 - Friday Jun 2nd - Division Soccer - Wendouree West Rec Reserve 
 Week 8 - Friday June 16th - Regional Netball - Colac 
 Week 9 - Mon Jun 19, Tues Jun 20 & Wed Jun 21 - Golf Clinics (Yr 4/5/6) 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, 
singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or 
Mr Carroll. 
 

Have a fantastic week. 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 P&F News   
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Term 2 P&F Update:  
 
 

IGA Community rewards    During the month of May, our school will be participating in the IGA Community Rewards 
Program. Where possible please try and support the following supermarkets, Pleasant Street, Midvale Street and 
Northway and place your rewards tokens in the St. Francis Xavier Primary School box. (Please note the new Victoria 
Street Supermarket is not part of this program as yet.)  
 
 

Hot Chocolates    We are once again offering hot chocolates with marshmallows for sale in the gym on Mondays for 
$1.50 at first break.  
We are again grateful to Inglenook Dairy for the generous donation of their delicious milk, Grounded Pleasures for 
the hot chocolate and So Soft Marshmallow Co for the yummy marshmallows! We require helpers (sorry no younger 
siblings due to OH&S)    https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB  
 
 

Hot Lunches    We are back ordering with Stewart’s Bakery as our supplier and are so happy for them they have been 
able to re open. Orders need to be placed on Flexischools by 10am on Thursday. We are always in need of 
volunteers. Toddlers and younger siblings are most welcome in the gym. 
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation  
 
 

Second hand uniform shop    If you are wanting to inspect/purchase from the uniform shop, please fill out a slip at 
the front office and we can organise a time to meet you. 
 
 

Parents and Friends meeting    Our next meeting will be held on Thursday the 1st of June at 6pm in the staff rooms, 
all are welcome to attend. 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://signup.com/go/EQWuAaB
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/9916281720121/false#/invitation
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Attachments   
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    26th May 2023    Hosted by 1EM 
Theme: COMPASSION 

Compassion means to feel the suffering of others and to help ease that suffering. 
We show compassion to others because Jesus teaches us how to care. 

 

F LH Zaeli Page and Alexander O’Reilly 

F TW Lance Humphries & Hazel Martin 

F GJ Polly Meade and Nevon Thuse 

F MM Flynn Williams & Theo McAdam 

1 JS Eddy Heinrich, Freddie Brown  

1 EM Tom Maher and Evie Loader 

2 EH Leighton Troon and Charlize Simpson 

2 CJ Indie Shillito and Edie Waldron 

2 GH Sophie Olechnowicz and Archie Gerdtz  

3 NM Bonnie Giles and Miah Cooper 

3 JV Emily Bone and Levi Crowe 

3 GW Alby Skrokov and Lily Hunter 

4 BW Rhys Bell & Lachlan De Lorenzo 

4 HC Sierra O’Reilly & Cruize van Langevelde 

4 CP Maddie Murphy and Emerson Rolfe 

5 JF Emma Locke & Campbell Delahunty 

5 OH Harriet Le Grand and Oscar Trigg 

5 CC Mabel Reus and Sam Hill 

6 PB Georgia Dundas and Isa Jones 

6 MM Maebh Arnts and Wentworth Campbell 

6 ZA Sadie Wilson & Mackenzie Burbidge 

Performing Arts Lola Roney and Ivy Pearce 6MM 

Visual Arts The whole of 1MM for being Superstar artists in Art this week! 

Principal’s Award Mila Shillito for being compassionate in her actions this week by alerting me to the kind 
actions of others 
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 Community News   
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to our students who will be performing in BCMA’s Finding Nemo Jr. in June and BLOC’s High School 
Musical in July, including Finya Najera-Hinko as Sheldon and Orion Morton as Chum in Finding Nemo and Sophie 
Keating as a cheerleader in High School Musical.     
 

 
 

Tickets $18 - $30:             https://events.humanitix.com/bcma-finding-nemo-jr-pips-and-fips-junior-students 
  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tickets:      https://blocmusictheatre.com/productions/hsm/ 
 

https://events.humanitix.com/bcma-finding-nemo-jr-pips-and-fips-junior-students
https://blocmusictheatre.com/productions/hsm/

