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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Monday 10th July 2023 

Term 3 Week 1 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Mon 10th & Tues 11th July 
Year 3 Camp 

 

Thursday 13th July 
State Cross Country 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
Compulsory Parent 

Information Sessions  
at St. Alipius hall  

10.30am and 6pm 
 

Friday 14th July 
9.30am Mass in Gym 

 

12.40pm 2EH Assembly 
 

Friday 21st July 
12.40pm 1MM Assembly 

 

Fri 28th July 
 School closure day 

 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Wednesday 23rd August 
Division Basketball 

 

Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 25th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Tuesday 5th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris 
 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

 
 
 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Welcome to a new term, and our second Semester! As always there will be much happening 
around our school over the next ten weeks so make sure that you stay tuned for our weekly 
newsletter to keep up with all the happenings at St. Francis Xavier. 
 

We wish our Year 3 students well as they attend their school camp experience today and 
tomorrow. There was much excitement in the air as the children arrived at school this 
morning with bags packed and expectations high for an eventful two days away. They will 
have many stories to tell on their return. 
 

I wish all families a very happy third term. This is our coldest term but we will continue to 
work together to look out for each other in the weeks ahead as we learn and play together. 
 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin. 
 
 

Lord, as we prepare for the coming of a 
new semester, help us to be ready, 
attentive and available to hear you.  
 

Thank You for the gift of being able to 
rise each day with the assurance that 
You walk through it with us.  
 

Thank You for the gifts of creativity and 
uniqueness, and the energy to put them 
to good use. 
 

Amen. 
 
 
What happened over the break? 
We were able to make good use of an empty site over the break to get some much needed 
jobs done around our school. New hand rails make it easier to access our learning areas, our 
toilets are now fully operational, safety screens have been installed in the office/admin area 
and the old water tank has been removed from the roof. While some things might be more 
noticeable than others, it was great to tick a few jobs off the list. 
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Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 
  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Tuesday 19th December 
Last 2023 student day 

 

 
 
 
Thank-you to Mr. Down & Mr. Carroll 
Perhaps the most exciting task completed over the break was the repairs to our basketball 
backboards. Mr. Down and Mr. Carroll spent a full day installing the new backboards so that 
our children can enjoy this area without hindrance. Thanks team! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
          

Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2022 
You may be aware that there have been ongoing negotiations regarding working conditions for educators now for 
some time. After a long and protracted period of negotiations, the enterprise bargaining agreement entered into in 
2022 has now been settled. This means that our staff and all who work in education can expect to hear of improved 
working conditions in the coming months. Once this has been approved at government level we can expect that our 
school will be called to revise some of the conditions in which we currently operate. We will wait until we receive 
more information in the weeks ahead before we make any changes to the way that our school operates so that we 
can be sure that any decisions made will be in the best interests of all concerned. We are so fortunate at St. Francis 
Xavier to have such a dedicated staff group who care for all students in exceptional ways, through the new agreement 
we hope that we can also ensure that we are looking after those who care so much. 
 

 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday July 9, 2023    Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
   

Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30  
At that time Jesus said, “Father, Lord of heaven and earth! I thank you because you have shown to the unlearned 
what you have hidden from the wise and learned. Yes, Father, this was how you wanted it to happen. 
 “My Father has given me all things. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 “Come to me, all of you who are tired from carrying heavy loads, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke and put it on 
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you, and learn from me, because I am gentle and humble in spirit; and you will find rest. For the yoke I will give you is 
easy, and the load I will put on you is light.”    (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation)  
  

Gospel reflection: Today we hear Jesus calling all people who are working hard, who are tired and struggling to come 
to him. Jesus knows that we all have times when we find life difficult. We all have times when we are tired, fed up and 
would like to give up. 
  

Jesus says his yoke is easy. He does not mean an egg yolk! This yoke is spelled differently. It is a sort of wooden bar 
that farmers around the world use to make it easier to pull heavy ploughs. Jesus is saying that he will help us, that he 
is always there to comfort and support us and that when we are tired or finding things difficult, we can turn to him 
and find rest. 
   

Just knowing that we are not alone can make a big difference when we are finding life hard. God is with us always, 
when we are alone, but also in the people who help and support us. 
  

Our Challenge: Let’s look after others who are finding things difficult and do our best to help them. We can show 
them that they are not alone by the way we treat them. 
What will you do to help someone who is finding life difficult, who is tired or struggling? 
 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation Reminder  
For all baptised children in Year Three or older, there is a compulsory parish meeting on Thursday July 
13th for the parents of children making their Sacrament of Confirmation this year. 
There are two meetings for you to choose from, either 10:30am or 6pm at St Alipius Church. Children are 
not required to attend. If you have any queries or concerns please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish 

Office on 53326611. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
School Term Three Mass 
A warm invitation is extended to all our families, friends and parish members who would like to join us in celebrating 
our start of Term Whole School Mass. We welcome Father Barry Ryan, who has kindly offered to celebrate this Mass 
with us. 
Time:      9.30am 
Date:      Friday July 14, 2023 
Venue:   St Francis Xavier School Gymnasium 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader    
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Curriculum News 
 

What a great start to Term Three, with the children and staff returning to school with smiles on their faces and springs 
in their steps, ready to embrace and engage in another term of learning and growing. Our professional and dedicated 
staff are refreshed, well planned and just as excited to continue facilitating a plethora of learning opportunities to 
ensure that every child is catered for and that all will reach their goals. Once again, it will be another action-packed 
term with many events and experiences for our St Francis Xavier community as co learners to embrace and look 
forward to.  
 

 
 
Book Week 2023 
 
Book Week Theme:  READ, GROW,  INSPIRE 
In the next following weeks you will be advised of the 
activities and events which the children and staff will be 
participating in. 
  
 

 
Welcome back to Term Three, 
 
Happy Days! 

 
                                    

                                                                                    Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement   
 

Wellbeing News 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
A Huge Thank-You! 
 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to our St Vincent De Paul 
Winter Appeal and for the generous donations of toiletries to support 
the most vulnerable in our community. If you have any further 
donations please bring them along and pop them in the office as we 
will drop them off at the end of the week. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Kind regards,                                              
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
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 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Cross Country    We wish Archer Spackman and Felicity McGrath all the very best for the State Cross Country Final in 
Melbourne this Thursday. We hope that your run is safe and swift. 
 
 

After School Netball    Thank you to all of those that expressed interest in playing in the after school netball 
competition in Term 3. Teams will be confirmed shortly and students and parents notified. 
 
 

Sporting Schools    We had an overwhelming response to those wishing to participate in the Term 3 Sporting Schools 
Program. Names of the students participating will be published in next week’s newsletter and parents will be notified. 
 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
 

Term 3: 
 Week 1 - Thursday July 13th - State Cross Country 
 Week 7 - Wednesday Aug 23rd - Division Basketball 
 Week 7 - Friday Aug 25th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 9 - Tuesday Sep 5th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris 

 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball 
dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a terrific week. 
 
 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 P&F News   
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Second Hand Uniform Shop       
We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in 
stock and buy, please call into the front office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments   
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Community News 
 

Basketball Ballarat Term 3 Community Programs 
 

Basketball Ballarat provide children with a fun and safe basketball experience that will serve as an 
introduction to a lifetime involvement in the game. A wide variety of introduction to basketball 

programs are ran by Basketball Ballarat, allowing children to start learning basketball as young as 2 
years old. 

Basketball Ballarat’s introduction to basketball programs: 

 Aussie Hoops – perfect for children aged 4 – 7 years 

 Rookie Hoops – perfect for children aged 8 – 11 years 

 All Abilities Rookie Hoops – perfect for children aged 5 – 18 years whom are living with a 
Disability 

 Mini Miners – perfect for kindergarten aged children, 2 – 4 years 

 Next Level – suited for domestic players 2011-2013 born 
Registrations are now open for all community hoops programs, with the programs starting the week 

beginning July 17th. 
For more information and to register: Community – Ballarat Basketball 

For further details please contact Ethan Fiegert via email development@ballaratbasketball.com 
or call reception on (03) 5338 1220 

 

 
 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         11. 

 

 
 

 
 


