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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Fri 28th July 
 School closure day 

 

Friday 4th August 
12.40pm 5OH Assembly 

 

Friday 11th August 
12.40pm F LH Assembly 

 

Friday 18th August 
12.40pm 5JF Assembly 

 

Wednesday 23rd August 
Division Basketball 

 

Friday 25th August 
Book Week celebrations 

 

Friday 25th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Wednesday 30th August 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebration 

 

Tuesday 5th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris 
 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

It has been a busy start to the term. As we commence week three we are thinking of our 
many school friends, staff and families who are battling illness at the moment. I am aware 
that among other things, the winter bugs have begun to make themselves known as our 
children struggle to keep fit and well when the weather outside doesn’t engender a sense of 
excitement for the great outdoors. Let’s all be kind to each other and look out for how we 
might be able to help a friend in need. 
 

I was reminded of the need to be present to others yesterday when I listened to the gospel 
reading at Mass. Over recent weeks we have been hearing of the parables in Matthew’s 
Gospel which try to set for us some kind of understanding of what the kingdom of heaven 
might be like. Sometimes I think the more we hear, the more confusing things can be! 
Perhaps one overall message I have heard in the various readings is that the scriptural 
understanding of Heaven has to do with acceptance, welcome, love and peace. One 
reflection that I will carry with me this week is that whatever we might think about eternity, 
our challenge might be to create a sense of welcome and acceptance for those we 
encounter each day. Perhaps through my words and deeds I might be 
able to make someone’s day brighter, thereby allowing them to do the 
same for others too. In this way, we might be building and celebrating 
the reign of God together, here on earth. 
 

This is a fair challenge for me and I know that I won’t always succeed. 
I also know that through my actions I can plant seeds which just 
might bear fruit in time with the children in our care. It’s a work in 
progress and we can only do our best. 
 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 
 
Time to trim the roses 
Rick, our good friend and maintenance man is unwell at the 
moment. While he can’t be at school we are relying on the 
help of friends to keep up the high standard of our grounds 
and garden spaces. Last week Krystina called in to prune the 
roses for us so that we will have happy and healthy plants in 
the spring. Thanks Krystina for helping us out! 
 
 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Monday 24th July 2023 

Term 3 Week 3 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         2. 

 

 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 18th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Tuesday 19th December 
Last 2023 student day 

 
Vinnies Winter Appeal 
What a super effort in collecting donations and money for 
St. Vincent’s Winter Appeal! Our students managed to fill several 
boxes with donations to assist those in need as well as raising 
$580.00 through our casual clothes day at the end of last term. We 
set ourselves the challenge of $500 and we exceeded our 
expectations. Well done everyone! 
  
 
 

To all the wonderful and generous pupils, staff and parents at St. Francis Xavier primary 
school. On behalf of the Ballarat assistance centre I would like to express our gratitude to 
everyone who organised and participated in the fundraiser for Vinnies. Your donation of 
toiletries and money will be put to good use in our work to assist people who are 
experiencing difficulties in their lives. May God bless each and every one of you. 
 

Kind regards, Elizabeth and Mary from Vinnies Ballarat 
 

          

School Closure Day 
A reminder that our school will be closed for staff professional development on Friday. We will be gathering with the 
staff from St. Patrick’s school in Stawell to continue our work on Structured Literacy with staff from the Catholic 
Education Office, Ballarat. We hope that our children can enjoy a winter long weekend. 
 
Thank you Volunteers! 
Last week I mentioned the importance of volunteers to help keep our hot lunches and hot chocolates running this 
term. Thanks to your generous support we have filled the rosters for this week. Sometimes the most challenging 
aspect of volunteering to assist at school is not knowing what to expect when you turn up. Please know that you are 
welcome and that new friends are waiting to support you in helping our school. Together we can achieve so much! 

 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; 
Assembly Awards; 2023 Non-Government Schools Census 
collection notice; Structured Literacy handouts; Parenting 
Ideas – What to do when life feels overwhelming. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please find to the left a flier advertising the fundraiser 
Talbot Football Netball Club is having on 6th August to 

support Maddisyn Carroll and her family as they battle the 
rare degenerative neuromuscular disease, Freidreich's 

Ataxia. Maddisyn is the daughter of our LSO Shaun. It would 
be great if you and your family could come on the day to 
show support. There are lots of fun activities happening 

including live music, auctions and kids activities. There is a 
link to buy tickets at the bottom of the flier, please type 

'Talbot' into Eventbrite to find them. Tickets can be 
purchased without attending on the day. They are also 
welcoming any donations for raffles if this is something 

you are interested in.  
For more information on Freidreich's Ataxia visit 

www.fara.org.au 
Thank you. 

 

   

http://www.fara.org.au/
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday July 23 , 2023       Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
  

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30.  
Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man sowed good seed in his field. One night, 
when everyone was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. When the plants 
grew and the ears of corn began to form, then the weeds showed up. The man's servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, it 
was good seed you sowed in your field; where did the weeds come from?’ ‘It was some enemy who did this,’ he 
answered. ‘Do you want us to go and pull up the weeds?’ they asked him. ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because as you gather 
the weeds you might pull up some of the wheat along with them. Let the wheat and the weeds both grow together 
until harvest. Then I will tell the harvest workers to pull up the weeds first, tie them in bundles and burn them, and 
then to gather in the wheat and put it in my barn.’”     (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation)  
  

Gospel reflection: 
Jesus was a great teacher and taught people by telling stories. Stories kept the people interested in what he had to say 
and helped them to reflect upon and understand things that are complicated. Jesus tells a parable – a special story - 
about the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus didn’t say exactly what God’s Kingdom is like, or exactly what it is he wants us to 
do- he wanted people to think, be challenged and learn. 
  

Who explains things to you when you don’t understand? Who do you learn from? 
We learn from all sorts of people – teachers, friends, parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, cousins and more! 
Learning helps us to find out more about the world that we live in and to understand how we can work together to 
make it a better place. Let us try to learn more about Jesus and how he asks us to treat others. 
  

Our challenge: This week, let’s give thanks to God for all the people we learn from. Let’s try to listen carefully to our 
teachers and our grown ups at home. 

 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader    
 
 

Curriculum News 
 

School Closure Friday 28th July 
This coming Friday our school is closed for the children as we have a professional learning day on Structured Literacy. 
We welcome the staff from St Patrick's Stawell who will be with us on Friday. The day will be led by Emma Rutherford 
from Catholic Education Ballarat, Education Officer: Project Lead Structured Literacy and Breanna Wade Education 
Officer: Learning and Teaching (Primary). We will also be welcoming Julie Cooper Education Officer: Learning and 
Teaching (Primary) from Catholic Education Ballarat who will be journeying with us along the Structured Literacy 
path.  At the end of this newsletter are two handouts which may give families a little more information about 
Structured Literacy. 
In brief: 
Structured Literacy is an approach to literacy instruction that applies a systematic, cumulative, explicit and diagnostic 
methodology to the teaching of phonology, sound symbol, syllables, morphology, syntax and semantics. 
 

Jayne Mohr, Learning Diversity, Emma Hancock, Junior Literacy Leader and myself are heading up to Mildura for a 
couple of days this week to attend a 'Come and See Week' at St Paul's Catholic Primary School Mildura. St Paul's is one 
the founding schools of the SunLit project. We are looking forward to seeing Structured Literacy in action in all classes 
(F-6) and coming back to school and sharing our learnings with the staff. 
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Book Week 2023 (19th-25th August) 
 
Book Week Theme: READ, GROW, INSPIRE 
Classes will be taking part in this 
event throughout the week and we will have 
Book Reading in the library every day and 
culminate with Book Week dress up day on 
Friday 25th August. (Clark the Shark may have to 
make another appearance on this day!! ) 
 

 
 
Enjoy your week! 

 
                                    

                                                                                    Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement   
 

Wellbeing News 
 
  
 

We talk about our and prioritise our child’s wellbeing, but sometimes as parents we neglect our own wellbeing. Taking 
time for yourself is not selfish- everyone needs space to unwind and relax. We’ve all heard the saying “you can’t pour 
from an empty cup!” 
It can be difficult to balance the many demands of work, school and parenting but engaging in self-care has been 
clinically proven to reduce anxiety and depression, reduce stress, improve concentration, minimise frustration, 
increase happiness and improve energy levels. 
 
Looking after yourself involves looking after your relationships, your health and your wellbeing. 
Self-care is a great way for caregivers to ensure their own needs are being met; and because self-care and mental 
health are connected, neglecting one can have a negative impact on the other. Self-care looks different to everyone 
and it's important to experiment and work out which strategies work best for you. Factoring in regular time or 
activities for yourself will allow you to enjoy the good moments in life more and find strength during difficult times. 
Looking after yourself physically, emotionally and mentally will in turn help your child to grow and thrive. 
 
In the attached article, Turia Pitt focuses upon how we can cope better when life feels overwhelming. If you, or 
someone you know is struggling with their mental health, reach out to a trusted friend, your GP or call support 
services such as Lifeline or Beyond Blue. As we tell the children in our Protective Behaviour Lessons, there is nothing 
so awful that we can’t talk about it so reach out for help if you need it! 
 
 
 
 

Kind regards,                                              
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  
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 Sport/Physical Education News   
 

Sporting Schools 
We had an overwhelming response to those wishing to participate in the Term 3 Sporting Schools Program. Please see 
below a list of the names that will participating this term: 
 

AFL - MONDAY 
- Monday July 24 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday July 31 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Aug 7 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Aug 14 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Aug 21 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Monday Aug 28 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Ted Answer, Levi Crowe, James & Mitchell Cyples, Cooper Daly, Oliver & Cooper Downs, Jack Fraser, Sahesi 
Kariyawasam, Patrick Lenaghan, Oscar Martin, Harvey Mason, Flynn & Hudson McKay, Byron, Sienna & Orion 
Morton, Lenny Owins, Lachlan Purtell, Jude & Mabel Reus, Hudson Rowland, Ollie Rumble, Charlie & Hudson Ryan, 
Nicholas Taylor, Arlo & Sonny Troon, Alfie Waldron, Connor & Lachie White, Sam White & Flynn Williams. 
 

BASKETBALL - THURSDAY 
- Thursday July 27 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Thursday Aug 3 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Thursday Aug 10 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Thursday Aug 17 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Thursday Aug 24 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
- Thursday Aug 31 (3:30pm - 4:30pm) 
Edith & Alfie Brennan, Olivia Klein, Lucinda Leonard, Jack Lewis, Maddison Little, Frederick & Audrey Lynch, Cooper 
& Spencer Manning, Devon, Bailey & Jensen McCartin, Lyla & Indi Nestor, Alexander & Riley Ponsonby, Leo & Henry 
Robb, Ignatius Rush, Harvey & Isabelle Slater, Macklin Smith, Byron & Asha Toohey, Joe & Oscar Trigg, Leighton 
Troon, Percy & Rupert Veal, Myles & Jessica Youl. 
 

Eureka Division Basketball 
Thank you to all of the students that attended the tryouts for the Basketball tournament later this term. 
Unfortunately we are limited to the number of teams we can enter but our two teams look strong. 
Congratulations to the following students that were selected to represent SFX: 
Frankie Hill, Rafter Castles, Jake Cheeseman, Ash Norris, Julian Simpson, Abe Sosinski, Xavier Staley, Jack Fraser, 
Annabella Chalmers, Mia van Hamond, Felicity McGrath, Evie Knowles, Olivia Green, Ivy Pearce, Lola Roney & Tayla 
Hiscock 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 3: 

 Week 5 - Friday August 11th - Interschool Sport v Lumen Christi (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 7 - Wednesday Aug 23rd - Division Basketball 
 Week 7 - Friday Aug 25th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 9 - Tuesday Sep 5th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator    
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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 P&F News   
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

𝕊𝕚𝕝𝕧𝕖𝕣 ℂ𝕠𝕚𝕟 ℂ𝕙𝕒𝕝𝕝𝕖𝕟𝕘𝕖 

 

Students are invited to bring in as many silver coins as they 

can to place into a piggy bank in their classroom. 

 

The class from each year level with the highest total, will be 

treated to Carboni's pizza later this term! 

 

The challenge will run from July 21st until August 4th. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SFX Official School Beanies 
Our stylish and warm official SFX school beanies are here!!  Available to purchase from the 
office for $25 while stocks last, then available from Crocker’s Ballarat. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop     We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available 
for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in stock and buy, please call into the front 
office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 
 

 
 
Did you know we pack out over 10,000 hot lunches a year for our little people, make almost 
3,000 cups of Hot Chocolate and cut the tops off even more Zooper Doopers! 
 
Now we need YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEERS are the life line of the P&F! 
 
It could be Mothers, Fathers, Aunts, Grandparents, Uncles - even your neighbour, (as long as 
you have a working with children check) you can help us support our school community! 
 
Sparing 45 minutes even just ONCE throughout the year on a FRIDAY from 11.15am to 12pm packing hot lunches or 

a MONDAY for hot chocolates 10.30-11.30 would make a massive difference  
 
If you have ever wondered what we do and a little unsure how you could help, feel free to get in touch with the P&F. 
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Attachments   
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS     21st July 2023      Hosted by 1MM       Theme: Compassion 
 

Compassion means to feel the suffering of others and to help ease that suffering. 
We show compassion to others because Jesus teaches us how to care. 

 

 F LH Meredith Bodnar & Charlie Ryan 

 F TW Harvey Mason & Tilly Vanlagevelde  

 F GJ Alfie Brennan and Penny Carrick 

 F MM Harriet Howard & Marli Wilson 

 1 JS Ollie Rumble and Fletcher Hipke 

 1 MM Jude Reus & Charlie Irving 

 1 EM Harrison Madigan and Damilare Baruwa 

 2 EH Milla Kingston and Milla Rowland 

 2 CJ Pippa Gleeson and Leo Robb 

 2 GH Sophie Knowles and Willow Prato 

 3 NM James Bosworth and Jackson Roberts 

 3 JV Alexis Toohey and Bridie Millington 

 3 GW Hannah Firth and Noah Rice 

 4 BW Jed Hynes & Alexander Ponsonby 

 4 HC Ava Nicholson and Riley Ponsonby 

 4 CP Tom Kierce and Mila Knowles 

 5 JF Noah Sheehan & Hannah Smith 

 5 OH Laine Anwyl and Henry Warr 

 5 CC Milla Alford and Mylo Robertson 

 6 PB Sophie and Harriet 

 6 MM Xavier Staley and Evie Knowles 

 6 ZA Jack Fraser & Lucy Kierce 

 Performing Arts Mannix Tracey for sharing the instruments so considerately 

 Visual Arts Spencer Manning and Billy Toohey (FTW) 
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