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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 

Tuesday 29h August 
Piano and vocal showcase 
5pm & 6.30pm in Library 

 

Wednesday 30th August 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 1st September 
Fathers’ Day celebrations 
2pm Snack & Chat in gym 
2.30pm Liturgy in Family 

Groups 
 

Tuesday 5th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris 
 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 
 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass at St Alipius  

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

Monday 6th November 
Reporting & Assessment 

Day – Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday – Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
Dear families, 
 

We all enjoyed an active and exciting Book Week last week. The children experienced many 
different opportunities to share stories, hear from published authors, read together, and 
even dress up for the great Book Week Parade! It was a terrific opportunity to celebrate 
literature throughout our school. 
 

Do you have books at home? We know that children learn to read at school and to make 
those all-important links between reading and writing as they move through the years. In 
many cases, our students come to school with rich literacy skills and we can build on those 
experiences formally, every day. The work done in families around building an enjoyment of 
literature and reading for pleasure often sets the young learner up for a lifetime of interest 
in literature. What a great gift! 
 

I can remember favourite stories from my childhood, can 
you? I can also remember the characters in stories even 
when I forget what the book might have been about. You 
might like to take a moment this week to share your 
favourite stories with your children. Don’t forget to ask 
them about theirs too. You might even have some in 
common. 
 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

                                              Along the track – Blessed 
Every action of ours is blessed; 
Every action a wonder 
A privilege: 
When we see 
When we speak 
When we hear 
When we sing 
When we love; 
When we remember 
When we hope 
When we see possibilities 
For this we give thanks 

                                 Amen    (M. Morwood) 
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Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Senior School Sports Day 
at Llanberris 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Thursday 30th November 
6pm Community Christmas 

Gathering 
 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Wednesday 13th December 
6pm Year 6 Graduation 

In the Gym 
 

Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

Our Very Own Author 
Did you know that St. Francis Xavier has its very own published Author? Ms. Bec Warr has 
written and illustrated a picture book called Philly and Billy’ and it was published this week. 
We are very excited to have such a talented writer on our team and we can’t wait to have a 
copy of Philly and Billy available in our school library for everyone to enjoy. Congratulations 
Ms. Warr! 
 
Happy Father’s Day! 
We wish all our dads a very happy Father’s Day on Sunday. May you be surrounded by those 
who care for you and blessed in the knowledge that you are loved. 
 
End of Year Dates  
As we move to the latter weeks of Term 3 and approach spring, we wanted to confirm an 
important date for our school community so that you can plan ahead as needed.  
End of 2023 School Year: 
The last day of school for students in 2023 will be Friday 15 December. This sits within the 
DOBCEL recommendations for schools in the Ballarat Diocese. Classes will cease at the usual 
time on this day. 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; How we unintentionally 
undermine our child’s confidence. 

          

    
 
 

 
Sophie Keating – Fundraising for Kids with Cancer Foundation 
 
Well done to Sophie who donated 30 cms of her hair to the Kids with Cancer Foundation on 
20th August.  
 
https://fundraise.kidswithcancer.org.au/fundraisers/sophiekeating/wigs-4-
kids?fbclid=IwAR357gHDYwXCu33xStutgXhAEuWoPpP0CqOaVEf58xyEMzpULF6--p0lHGM 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday August 27th, 2023       Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20       When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put this question to his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist, some Elijah, and 
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’  
‘But you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the 
living God.’ Jesus replied, ‘Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not flesh and blood that revealed 
this to you but my Father in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the 
gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: whatever you 
bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 
heaven.’  
Then he gave the disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. 
 

Gospel Reflection : Jesus faces his disciples, and all disciples with the key question – ‘Who do you say that I am?’. It is 
not enough to answer the question in terms of what others say about Jesus, ‘Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah or one of the Prophets.’  
 

What really matters for discipleship is who Jesus is for each one personally. ‘Who do YOU say I am?’ This also raises 
the question of how we get to know anyone? What is needed to be able to answer this question about anyone – a 
friend, a spouse, a parent, a child? 
 

Our Challenge: What answer would you give to Jesus’ question? Who is Jesus to you?  
(Commentary excerpt from Dr Mary Coloe PBVM) 

 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
 

 

 

 

Curriculum News 
 

 

Book Week 
Book Week has now drawn to a close after a week of festivities. We 
participated in a variety of excursions/ incursions/ story time in the library 
and ended with the most spectacular Dress up parade in our gym on Friday 
morning.  A huge shoutout to our SFX children, families and staff for the 
brilliant costumes on display. The gym was certainly full of positive energy 
as we celebrated Book Week 2023. 
Our Guess the book characters competition was certainly a huge success. 
Mr Hogbin drew the winning entries.  
Our winners:       Foundation - Noa Cavanagh 
Year 1 /2  - Milla Rowland          3/4 -   Aria Treacy         5/6 - Lilly Rice 
Congratulations and thank you to everyone who had a go.  
Answers will be displayed on the front office window if you would like to 
check. 
 
Assessment & Reporting - Student Led Conferences 
Student Led Conferences will be a feature of our Assessment and Reporting schedule this term. These will be held this 
week, on Wednesday 30th August and next week, Tuesday 5th September. Be sure to make your Student Led 
Conference booking via PAM if you haven't already done so. Preparations are well underway with for this valuable and 
informative time. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw016


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         4. 

 

Enjoy some of our great Book Week parade photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                                Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement    
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Wellbeing News 
  

 

 

Ask a child what they think 'brave' means to them...and they will probably say it means not being afraid. But it's 
actually the opposite... 
What most children (and even some adults!) don't realise is that courage doesn’t always feel like courage. It means 
doing something despite feeling afraid. If there is no fear, there is no need for courage.  
To build courage, we need to practice pushing through those uncomfortable feelings to do the right thing. It takes 
bravery to stand up for what you do or don’t want to do, especially when you feel pressured. We want our children 
to be brave enough to trust their own boundaries. 
If we continually step in to solve our children’s school problems, smooth over their friendship issues or let them 
avoid their anxiety provoking situation, we send them the message that we don’t think they can cope with difficult 
or unfamiliar situations. However, when we focus on times they have felt scared yet still succeeded in having a go at 
something tricky, standing up to do a speech or staying at school camp, we empower them and our belief in them 
helps them to grow. 
Attached is an article that discusses ways we may unintentionally be undermining our children’s confidence. I hope it 
provides some new conversation starters in your family! 

Kind regards,                                              
 

 
Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Eureka Division Basketball 
On Wednesday last week, our Boys and Girls Basketball teams took to the courts at Selkirk Basketball Stadium for 
the Eureka Division Basketball Tournament. Both teams displayed great skill, teamwork and sportspersonship 
throughout the day and managed to both get a couple of wins. Most pleasing to hear was the support each team 
gave to the other. A huge thank you to Mrs Barclay and Craig Cheeseman for their outstanding coaching and to 
Mrs van Hamond and Mr Canny for their support and efforts on the day. 
 
Ballarat Catholic Primary School Athletics:  
Congratulations to all of the students that participated at the Ballarat Catholic Primary School Athletics day last 
Friday at Llanberris. Early Spring weather meant for some wonderful efforts and achievements. Well done to all of 
the students that were involved and congratulations to those that have progressed through to the Division Athletics 
in Week 9. A big thank you to Mrs Barclay and Mrs Tocchet for supporting and assisting at the event, and a shout out 
to all of the families that came along to support and cheer on the children. 
 
Swimming Program 
In week 10 of this term, our Yr 1 & Yr 3 students will be participating in a one week Aquatic and Water Safety 
program at BALC. We wish them well and hope they have lots of fun. Years 2, 4 & 5 will be participating in Week 1 of 
Term 4. Please refer to the PAM note for more details. 
 
Golf Tournament 
Following last term’s golf clinics, Tony Collier has selected the below students for the Term 4 tournament: Rhys Bell, 
Angus Burbidge, Jed Hynes, Evie Staley, Charlie Kersley, Nicholas Green, Billy Cheeseman, Hudson McGrath, Edward 
Lloyd, Alfie Sosinski, Lachlan Patterson, Adele Marson, Mitch Kane, Beau Hanson, Archer Spackman, Pippa Dalton, 
Stella Reus, Braxton Buntsma, Olivia Klein, Monty Harrison, Jack Elliot, Xavier Kersley, Leo Thorp, Rafter Castles, Alex 
Hocking, Ash Norris, Jake Cheeseman, Mackenzie Burbidge, Jack Gertz, Jack Fraser, Nate Toohey, George Britt, Ella 
Lunn, Zach Kennedy, Xavier Staley, Abe Sosinski, Felicity McGrath, Julian Simpson, Wentworth Campbell & Evie 
Knowles.  
The tournament will be held at Mt Xavier Golf Club on Wednesday October 18th. More details to follow. 
 
Good luck to all of the students that will be playing in football and netball finals over the coming weekends in the 
BJFNL & CHFNL. 
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2023 Sports Dates 
Term 3: 

 Week 9 - Tuesday Sep 5th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 10 - Mon Sep 11th - Fri Sep 15th - Yr 1 & 3 Swimming Program 

 
Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Mon Oct 2nd - Fri Oct 6th - Swimming Yr 2, 4 & 5 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 6th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 3 - Wednesday October 18th - Division Golf @ Mt Xavier GC 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - Division Cricket 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 3rd - F - 2 Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris 

 
If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
 
Have an awesome week. 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator    

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 Performing Arts News   
 
 

 

 

 

We are very excited for our upcoming music evening! 

Along with their families, children who learn with Hattie 

will come together next week for an informal and 

supportive evening that celebrates the learning in extra 

curricular piano and voice lessons. All children 

performing are asked to wear their full winter school 

uniform. Please note the staggered start times as per the 

poster. If you have any questions whatsoever please 

speak with Hattie or Dan. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dan West, Performing Arts Specialist    

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         7. 

 

  P&F News   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Father’s Day Stall 
 

The P&F will be running a Father’s Day Stall next week during first break as follows: 
  

Tuesday 29/8: Foundation & Year 1 
Wednesday 30/8: Year 2, 3 & 4 

Thursday 31/8: Year 5 & 6 
 

There will be a final opportunity for those that missed out on Friday 1/9. 
 

Gifts will be $2, $3 and $5 - 
(Maximum spend of $5 per child) 

 
We need your help to celebrate our fathers and special people by volunteering at the Stall. We are looking for 

helpers on Tuesday to Thursday from 10:30am until 11:30am. 
 

Please sign up via this link: 
 

https://signup.com/go/KwywRAS 
 

We know how much the kids love picking something for their special person! 
 

Thanks P&F 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
SFX Official School Beanies 
Our stylish and warm official SFX school beanies are here!!  Available to purchase from the 
office for $25 while stocks last, then available from Crocker’s Ballarat. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop     We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available 
for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in stock and buy, please call into the front 
office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 

 
 
Did you know we pack out over 10,000 hot lunches a year for our little people, make 
almost 3,000 cups of Hot Chocolate and cut the tops off even more Zooper Doopers!  
Now we need YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEERS are the life line of the P&F! 

 
It could be Mothers, Fathers, Aunts, Grandparents, Uncles - even your neighbour, (as 
long as you have a working with children check) you can help us support our school 

                                                       community! 
 
Sparing 45 minutes even just ONCE throughout the year on a FRIDAY from 11.15am to 12pm 
packing hot lunches or a MONDAY for hot chocolates 10.30-11.30 would make a massive 
difference. 
 
If you have ever wondered what we do and a little unsure how you could help, feel free to get in 
touch with the P&F. 

https://signup.com/go/KwywRAS
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Attachments   
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Community News   
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