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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 11th September 2023 
Term 3 Week 10 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 
 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Friday 15th September 
Last day of Term 3 

2.20pm finish 
 

Free Dress Day – Footy 
Colours Day raising money 

for cancer 
 
 
 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass (Mercy Day) 

at St Alipius 
 

Regional Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Wednesday 18th October 
Division Golf at Mt Xavier 

Golf Club 
 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Free Dress Day – raising 
money for Mercy Works 

 

Wednesday 1st November 
Division Cricket 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

F-2 Junior Sports Day at 
Russell Square 

 

Monday 6th November 
Reporting & Assessment 

Day – Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday – Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 
 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
Dear families, 
 

Welcome to our final newsletter for term three! We have had a busy ten weeks of living and 
learning together at St. Francis Xavier. Students from Foundation to Year 6 can all enjoy a 
break knowing that much has been achieved in the classrooms, and beyond. 
 

I would like to thank our staff who have kept the learning agenda 
going so strongly for all students. Their dedication is amazing! To our 
students, I say thank you also for your dedication to your learning. 
You have certainly earned your break. Finally, I say thank you to our 
parents and friends who manage to keep school and home life 
together, even when it’s cold and wet and our little ones might 
rather stay home by the heater. You have 
done a great job! 
 

Regardless of whether you have time off  
work or not, I hope that the next two 
weeks can bring a more relaxed 
atmosphere to your household and that 
at least a few sleep-ins might come your 
way. Enjoy the break everyone, see you in  
term four. 
 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A reminder that our last day of term is on Friday and classes finish at 2.20pm. Our first day 
of Term Four will be Monday 2nd October. Happy holidays everyone! 
 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; Happy Families Schools - RU OK? 
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Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day 
at Llanberris 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Thursday 30th November 
6pm Community Christmas 

Gathering 
 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Wednesday 13th December 
6pm Year 6 Graduation 

In the Gym 
 

Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

Team Colours Day 
 

We will celebrate our annual Team Colours Day on Friday when all children 
are invited to come dressed in their team colours (Football, soccer, netball 
etc.). A gold coin donation per child will help raise money for cancer 
research. Let’s dig deep everyone and contribute towards an important 
cause. 
 

Summer School Uniform 
 

According to our school uniform policy we will be moving towards summer school uniform 
in fourth term. Now is a great time to check your child’s uniform to ensure that it is neat and 
tidy and ready for a new term. 
 

For the first 2 weeks of Term 4 we will be in a transition phase for Uniform. Children are 
permitted to be in either Summer or Winter Uniform. From Week 2 of Term 4 all children are 
expected to be in Summer Uniform. (Parent Handbook pg. 32) 
 
News from our Staff 
 

We say a fond farewell to Ms. Sarah Page this week. After 
more than 20 years of service to the community of Saint 
Francis Xavier primary school Sarah will leave us on Friday to 
take up a secondment position with Catholic Education, 
Ballarat where she will be working across the diocese to help 
educate in our mission to earth care for the planet. We will 
miss you Sarah, but we wish you all the best for the new role 
and we look forward to working with you in this new capacity 
in the future. 

          

   
We say farewell to Rick Keen at the end of this term. After a period of recovery from ill health Rick has decided that 
it’s time to enjoy a happy and healthy retirement. Rick has taken care of maintenance and gardens at our school for 
the past 8 years. We wish you well Rick for happy adventures ahead as you enjoy the next chapter of your life. 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Tom Willmott who became engaged recently. We wish Tom and Tegan all the very best as they 
plan for their future life together. 
 
We look forward to welcoming Ms. Rose Russell to the position of Environmental Education Teacher at our school for 
fourth term. Rose is no stranger to our school community and we look forward to having her on our team for the final 
term. 

 
 
 
 

 
Thankyou to our Hot Chocolate Mondays team 

who have kept us warm this term with 
delicious treats to begin the week. Special 

thanks to Lisa and Robin who have been the 
driving force behind our winter warmers! 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday September 10th, 2023       Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
  

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20     
“And I tell you more: whenever two of you on earth agree about anything you pray for, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, I am there with them.” 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation®)  

Gospel reflection:   
What does Jesus say about when two or three people meet together in his name? 
Jesus says that he is there with them. We can meet together in Jesus’ name at church, at home and at school. Can you 
think of any other places where this happens? 
  

Spending time with others is really important. When we join together in Jesus’ name with other people to pray or to 
sing, remember that all around the world other children are also joining together in Jesus’ name. Say a prayer for 
them: that all children around the world may live happy and healthy lives, in peace and free from poverty. 
    

Our Challenge: If Jesus is with us, when we gather together, how can we make sure we listen to him and do what he 
asks of us? (Adapted from CAFOD website) 

 
 
SACRAMENTAL NEWS-  Last Thursday evening, over fifty children from our school celebrated their Sacrament of 
Confirmation at St Alipius Church. These children have been preparing with their parish, families and teachers to learn 
more about their faith, what it means to confirm our Baptism and that we are God’s body here on Earth. Thank you 
Fr Jorge for visiting the children prior to Confirmation and for sharing wonderful messages of God’s love- we are 
blessed to have such an involved and genuine parish priest. 
Congratulations to the children involved in making their Confirmation and a special thank you to Ms McGannon, 
Ms Van Gaans, Ms Ginnane-Smith and Ms Warr for all their hard work in supporting the children to prepare for this 
special day. 
 

 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
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Curriculum News 
 
 

Many thanks go to our children and teachers who have over the last two 
weeks conducted their Student Led Conferences. 
Student Led Conferences are designed to: 

 assist students with demonstrating evidence of their learning 
 assist students with learning the process of reflection and self-

evaluation 
 develop  students’ organisational and oral communication skills and to 

increase their self-confidence 
 encourage students, parents and teachers to engage in open and 

honest dialogue 
 encourage students to accept personal responsibility for their learning 
 increase parent understanding of their child’s learning- students and parents need to leave a Student Led 

Conference feeling well informed about the student’s learning journey 
 strike a balance between parent teacher interviews and conferences that give opportunities for student voice 

 
 

 
Seesaw  
Please remember to visit your child/ren’s 
Seesaw page as we continue to post their 
'real time' learning. We encourage you 
to make a comment. Thank you for 
supporting the work both your child and their 
teacher have made for these posts. All classes 
use the Seesaw Digital Portfolio platform for 
assessment and reporting purposes. 
Assessment and reporting are integral to our 
planned approaches to teaching and learning 
and assist the improvement of student 
learning outcomes for all. A Digital Portfolio is 
a collection of student assessment tasks, 
learning samples and learning experiences 
that are associated with the Victorian 

Curriculum standards and school continuums. The collection of work is often gathered over a long period of time to 
reflect what has been taught as well as what has been achieved. Each learning piece in the portfolio is selected 
because it is an authentic representation of what has been learned and will therefore demonstrate current knowledge 
and skills. 
 
 
Enjoy your term 3 holidays. 

 

 

 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 
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Wellbeing News 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

R U OK Day this week (September 14) reminded 
us to check in on our family, colleagues and 
loved ones. 
 
R U OK suggest we use four steps to start a 
conversation about mental health- 

1) Asking R U OK? 
2) Listening with an open mind 
3) Encouraging the person to take positive  
       action 
4) Checking in with the person again to  
       follow up 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This Friday to end our school term we are having a Talk-And-Walk-A-Thon!  It's important that our children feel safe, 
connected and supported in the school community and this afternoon has been designed to strengthen feelings of 
connection and sense of belonging. 

 
Children will meet with their buddies and other schoolmates; and will be encouraged to talk about topics from how they 
spend their weekends to how they want to change the world. These topics will encourage peer engagement, help 
strengthen bonds and allow students to feel connected with people they see every day but may not necessarily know 
well.  

 
If you have any questions about the Talk-And-Walk-A-Thon, please feel free to contact me to find out more. 

 
How can you support your child in developing their social skills? 
You can help your child develop conversational skills at home by: 

 Modelling conversation with your child 
 Modelling conversation and social etiquette with people you meet 
 Discussing times you’ve had to problem solve and seek help, talking 

about your experiences, challenges and successes 
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Kindness Mascot Competition 
Feeling bored on the holidays? Children complaining they 
have nothing to do? 
Get creative for kindness and enter this great local 
competition! 
Fabulous prizes to be won for both you and the school! 
 
Australian Community Media (ACM) is the proud media 
partner of the Kindness Factory and together we are on a 
mission to make the world a kinder place. 

Since 2020 Kindness Factory have been implementing the 
Kindness Curriculum in schools across Australia in support of youth mental health. In a short period of time over 3,500 
schools have taken part and now actively incorporate this important resource within their curriculum. An incredible 
initiative we want to share with even more schools. 

To help spread the message of kindness, this September we are launching the Kind Kids Design a Mascot 
Competition. To enter, kids need to design a mascot for one or more of the 12 attributes of Kindness: Collaboration, 
Compassion, Empathy, Gratitude, Honesty, Humility, Humour, Mindfulness Meditation, Perspective, Positivity, Self 
Acceptance or Trust. 

This could be in the form of a stick figure, a sketch, a cartoon or emoji. 

The winning entry will become one of the official Kindness Factory mascots and the nominated school will receive a 
prize pack and there also will be two runner up prize packs to be won. 

Competition closes 11.59pm Sunday 15th October 2023.  Kindness Factory has the right to alter designs to ensure all 
mascots are aligned.  Entry is open to children aged 4 to 13. 

Thank you for helping us spread the word. Your support is helping our nation to become a kinder place. 

https://kindnessfactory.com/mascots-entry/ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Kind regards,                                              
 

 
Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://thekindnesscurriculum.com/attributes-poster/
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 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Eureka Division Athletics:  
Well done to the students that participated at last week's Eureka Division Athletics at Llanberris. All of the students 
tried their hardest, supported each other and some fantastic results were achieved. Well done to all of the 
students on their efforts. Congratulations to those that have qualified for next term's GWV Regional Athletics event! 
 

After School Netball    A huge well done and thank you to all of the students that represented SFX during the Term 2 
& 3 after school netball competition. The feedback I received from players, coaches and parents was that there was 
significant improvement and development from many players, the teamwork was amazing and that lots and lots of 
fun was had! 
A massive thank you to all the families and friends that supported the teams over the season and a special thank you 
and congratulations to the coaches of all of the teams. Your commitment, inspiration and instruction is what makes 
a difference and creates positive memories. 
 

Swimming Program    In week 10 of this term, our Yr 1 & Yr 3 students will be participating in a one week Aquatic 
and Water Safety program at BALC. We wish them well and hope they learn a lot and have lots of fun. Years 2, 4 & 5 
will be participating in Week 1 of Term 4. Please refer to the PAM note for more details. 
 

Golf Tournament    Following last term’s golf clinics, Tony Collier has selected the below students for the Term 4 
tournament: Rhys Bell, Angus Burbidge, Jed Hynes, Evie Staley, Charlie Kersley, Nicholas Green, Billy Cheeseman, 
Hudson McGrath, Edward Lloyd, Alfie Sosinski, Lachlan Patterson, Adele Marson, Mitch Kane, Beau Hanson, Archer 
Spackman, Pippa Dalton, Stella Reus, Braxton Buntsma, Olivia Klein, Monty Harrison, Jack Elliot, Xavier Kersley, Leo 
Thorp, Rafter Castles, Alex Hocking, Ash Norris, Jake Cheeseman, Mackenzie Burbidge, Jack Gertz, Jack Fraser, Nate 
Toohey, George Britt, Ella Lunn, Zach Kennedy, Xavier Staley, Abe Sosinski, Felicity McGrath, Julian Simpson, 
Wentworth Campbell & Evie Knowles.  
The tournament will be held at Mt Xavier Golf Club on Wednesday October 18th. More details to follow. 
 

Congratulations 
Well done to students that were recently selected in the Ballarat Miners Junior basketball programs. 
 

Good luck to all of the students that will be playing in football, netball and soccer finals over the coming weekends. 
 

2023 Sports Dates 
Term 3: 

 Week 10 - Mon Sep 11th - Fri Sep 15th - Yr 1 & 3 Swimming Program 
 

Term 4: 
 Week 1 - Mon Oct 2nd - Fri Oct 6th - Swimming Yr 2, 4 & 5 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 6th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 3 - Wednesday October 18th - Division Golf @ Mt Xavier GC 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - Division Cricket 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 3rd - F - 2 Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris 

 

If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to either Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a marvellous week. 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator     
 

 

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Reconciliation in Action News   
 
 

CELEBRATING INDIGENOUS LITERACY DAY WITH AUNTY JOY OLDAKER  
On Thursday afternoon our Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 children were 
visited by Wadawurrung Elder Aunty Joy Oldaker and our artist friend Jenna 
Oldaker. 
This special visit was to recognise and celebrate Indigenous Literacy 
Day.  Aunty Joy read two beautiful books to the children - 'Our Dreaming' and 
'We Are Australians'.  Both of these books were shortlisted for the 2023 CBCA 
Book of the Year. 
Our children were an enthusiastic audience and were wonderful at sharing 
their thoughts and knowledge with Aunty Joy and Jenna. 
 

                   
 

                     
 
 

         
     Jacinta Molloy & Sarah Page 
       RAP Leaders 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         9. 

 

 

 

  P&F News   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SFX Official School Beanies 
Our stylish and warm official SFX school beanies are here!!  Available to purchase from the 
office for $25 while stocks last, then available from Crocker’s Ballarat. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop     We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available 
for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in stock and buy, please call into the front 
office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 

 
 
Did you know we pack out over 10,000 hot lunches a year for our little people, make 
almost 3,000 cups of Hot Chocolate and cut the tops off even more Zooper Doopers!  
Now we need YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEERS are the life line of the P&F! 
 
It could be Mothers, Fathers, Aunts, Grandparents, Uncles - even your neighbour, (as 
long as you have a working with children check) you can help us support our school 

                                                       community! 
 
Sparing 45 minutes even just ONCE throughout the year on a FRIDAY from 11.15am to 12pm 
packing hot lunches or a MONDAY for hot chocolates 10.30-11.30 would make a massive 
difference. 
 
If you have ever wondered what we do and a little unsure how you could help, feel free to get 
in touch with the P&F. 
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Attachments   
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS     8th September 2023      Hosted by 1JS       Theme: Excellence 
 

Excellence means being the best person we can be. 
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 

 

F LH Zephyr Swanson and Isla Easton 

F TW Lillian Armstrong & Zach Wilson 

F GJ Polly Meade and Nevon Thuse 

F MM Greyson Broadbent and Harriet Walshe  

1 JS Isla King and Judd Boyd 

1 MM Paddy Quinlan & Darcie Richardson 

1 EM Milla Nicholson and Evie Loader 

2 EH Charlotte Porter and Ned Kersley 

2 CJ Ben Walshe and Livia Pietrantuono 

2 GH Lyla Nestor and Paddy Ludbrook 

3 NM Cleo Roney and Mia Whatmough 

3 JVG Sienna Block and Carter Keen 

3 GW Eliza Hanrahan and Paddy Dwyer  

4 BW Claudia Cochrane & Elly Kane 

4 HC Henri Gleeson & Archie Williams 

4 CP Lois Cummins and Hudson McGrath 

5 JF Molly Danaher and Sahara Henjak 

5 OH Charlotte Quarrell & Eden Howard 

5 CC Orion Morton and Rahui Munokoa 

6 PB Carrington Taylor and Xavier Kersley 

6 MM Felicity McGrath and Mia Van Hammond 

6 ZA Mia Mahar & George Britt 

Visual Arts Gabe Dunne & Cleo Roney (3NM) 
Lawrence Wilson (2GH) 
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Community News   
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Paging all Teddy Doctors and parents, 
  
Grampians Health, Deakin University, and The University of Melbourne would like to invite you to join them for a day 
of fun at the Teddy Bear Hospital on Thursday 21 September. 
  
Teddy Bear Hospital is a not-for-profit initiative that aims to provide health education, literacy and communication 
skills to primary school-aged children. The program is suitable for children up to 8 years and is coordinated by 
medical students who study at the Ballarat Base Hospital. All volunteers have Working with Children Checks.  
 
Event Details:  

 Sessions are available from 9am to 4pm and run for 50minutes and require children to bring their own teddy 
bears. Children and their parents will be divided into groups and rotate through a number of different 
stations designed to demystify various aspects of healthcare. At the end of the session each teddy will 
have received a comprehensive health check 

 Tickets are FREE but required (a link to our trybooking page has been provided in the graphic attached and 
below), please book 1 ticket per person (e.g. 1 adult + 2 children = 3 tickets)  

o https://www.trybooking.com/CLJXN 
 Children must be accompanied by an adult 
 Please arrive at the University of Melbourne Clinical School (located at 806 Mair St, Ballarat Central) 5-

10minutes prior to your session 
 If you are no longer available please cancel your ticket to give others an opportunity to attend 

We would love to see you and your teddies at our pop-up event these school holidays!  
  
Warm regards,  

The Teddy Bear Hospital Team  
 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.trybooking.com/CLJXN__;!!BD_R724xmuB-!aprONCzMAzF2bOWWEjlkLJbZEQltf2q7RXYS6y48MjUJwpysE2i52moz2BLYKwV-lr0qF-Ueo3sPD8Vi9kXjBLdhC5S2q5AQ$

