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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 10th July -  Fri 15th Sept 

 
 

Tuesday 5th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris 
 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Thursday 7th September 
6pm at St Alipius 

Year 3 Confirmation 
 

Friday 8th September 
12.40pm 1JS Assembly 

 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Sept 
Years 1 & 3 swimming 

 

Friday 15th September 
Last day of Term 3 

2.20pm finish 
 

Free Dress Day – Footy 
Colours Day raising money 

for cancer 
 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass (Mercy Day) 

at St Alipius 
 

Regional Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

Wednesday 18th October 
Division Golf at Mt Xavier 

Golf Club 
 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ Day 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Free Dress Day – raising 
money for Mercy Works 

 

Wednesday 1st November 
Division Cricket 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

F-2 Junior Sports Day at 
Russell Square 

 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
Dear families, 
 

We are all enjoying some early spring sunshine this week and it’s a welcome sight after a 
long and cold winter. At school the children are experiencing an extra burst of energy as 
they take every opportunity to run around in the slightly warmer air. 
 

I’m sure that you will remember from your own school days that the playground is a great 
leveler. The social interactions that occur during play breaks allow children to mix socially, to 
problem solve and to test their skills. What might begin as negotiations around the sandpit 
can provide rich learning for later life when we have to negotiate our way through the work-
place. Not all interactions are positive and we learn from these too. Playing fairly is a skill 
that everyone needs to learn along with inclusion, acceptance and tolerance. Great skills for 
life-long learners! 
 

As our children learn to respectfully play together we hope that they will continue to acquire 
useful skills which will set them up for life. There is no problem which can’t be solved, no 
situation that doesn’t involve creative thinking and there is always an opportunity to make 
new friends. With a sense of optimism and resilience we know that our children will be well 
prepared for a successful future. 
 
 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin. 
 

A Little Spring Prayer 

Lord Jesus, 

May the sunlight and the rain be reminders that you are at work renewing the earth. As a God of 

renewal, You are ever at work in our lives, too. Open our eyes and lives to the needed changes in our lives 

this spring. Awaken us to new life and perspective, for we pray in Jesus' name. 

Amen. 
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Monday 6th November 
Reporting & Assessment 

Day – Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday – Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day 
at Llanberris 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Thursday 30th November 
6pm Community Christmas 

Gathering 
 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Wednesday 13th December 
6pm Year 6 Graduation 

In the Gym 
 

Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

All Tidy & Ready for Spring 
Our school grounds had a much needed tidy up last week when Rob, one of 

our Foundation parents was able to mow our grass for us. Thanks Rob 
for helping us out. Another great example of our school 

community in action! 
 
 
 
Student Led Conferences 
Thank you to all families who showed their support for our Student Led Conferences last 
week. Whether you attended at school or at home, I hope that you were proud of the work 
that your child has been doing at school. We will continue this week as our students share 
their work with you. 
 
End of Term – Start of Term 
Please note that the last day of term three will be Friday 15th September and classes will 
cease at 2.20pm. We will re-open for fourth term on Monday 2nd October. Happy holidays 
everyone! 
 
Piano & Vocals Showcase  
Congratulations to our piano and vocals students who took part in their first showcase 
evening last week. It was a delight to see how our students are progressing with their music 
tuition each week under the careful guidance of Hattie. Thank you children for a lovely and 
entertaining evening! 

 
 
 
Thank-you Dads and Special People 
A huge thank you to the many Dads and Special People who were able to attend our 
afternoon tea and Liturgies on Friday. The children love to welcome you into our school! 
 
 
 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; Fatherhood Redefined. 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday September 3rd, 2023    Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
   

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 
From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to his disciples, “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer much from the elders, 
the chief priests, and the teachers of the Law. I will be put to death, but three days later I will be raised to life.” 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “God forbid it, Lord!” he said. “That must never happen to you!” 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone want to come with me, he must forget self, carry his cross, and follow me. 
For whoever wants to save his own life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. Will people gain 
anything if they win the whole world but lose their life? Of course not! There is nothing they can give to regain their 
life. For the Son of Man is about to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and then he will reward each one 
according to his deeds.  (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation®)   
 

Gospel reflection: Jesus is trying to teach his friends what it means to be a disciple and that to follow him isn’t always 
easy. Jesus asks us to follow him by loving others, but it can be hard to keep on loving others, especially if they aren’t 
loving towards us.   
Saint Oscar Romero was someone who tried to love people as Jesus did. He was an Archbishop in a country called El 
Salvador, where at the time a few families were very rich and owned lots of land, but most people were poor and 
earned very little. People became angry at this unfairness, but the rich were so powerful if people complained they 
were put in prison or even killed. Romero stood alongside his people and continued to speak out against injustice 
even though he knew it was dangerous. Saint Oscar Romero is remembered for his courage, his faith and above all his 
great love for people who were poor. He still inspires people today to speak out for what is right and work with 
people who are poor. 
  
Our Challenge: How will you show your love for others, even when it's not easy?  (Adapted from CAFOD website) 
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Sacrament of Confirmation: 
This week we pray for many of our Year Three Students who are receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. As a part of their Religious Education lessons, the 
children have been learning about how Catholic Christians celebrate three 
sacraments of initiation into their faith (namely Baptism, Confirmation and 
First Eucharist).  
We welcome Fr Jorge who will be coming to visit their classes this week and 
we wish the children involved all the best this Thursday evening. 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations on your 
Baptism 
Over the weekend, seven 
children from our school were 
presented to the St Alipius 
Parish and received the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
Congratulations to Orion, 
Sienna and Bryron Morton and 
to Jackson, Austin, Cooper and 
Hughey Roberts.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
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Curriculum News 
 
 

Student Led Conferences  
Student Led Conferences began last Wednesday and are on again 
tomorrow night. There was definitely a buzz around the school last 
Wednesday with children pleased with their efforts, families proud 
to see what their child/ren have been learning and teachers in 
amazement of the progression of every child. 
Please be sure to make your Student Led Conference booking via 
PAM if you haven't already done so. Our teachers and children are 
very much looking forward to this valuable and informative time with 
you! 
 

Enjoy your week, 
 

 

 

                                                                                                         Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 

 

Wellbeing News 
  

 

 

It was fabulous to see so many Dads and Special People participating in our liturgy last Friday. I hope you had a 
wonderful weekend celebrating the special men in your lives. 
As society changes, the role of fathers is also shifting- my own Dad probably saw his role in our family as 
predominantly a breadwinner and disciplinarian. Most of the parenting advice in the 1980’s was skewed towards 
mothers as primary caregivers and there was a lack of recognition of the role men played in their children’s 
development. 
Thankfully this is changing. Over the past few decades, research has shown us that dads (and other male role models 
like teachers, coaches, church leaders, uncles, grandpas, and more) matter- their positive impact cannot be 
understated.  
Research also tells us that dads (and those other male role models) are stepping up and presenting a positive and 
active presence in their childrenʼs lives. 
Attached is an article by Justin Coulson celebrating the place of Dads and Special People in our children’s lives. 

 
Kind regards,                                              

 

 
Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 Sport/Physical Education News   
 
 

Eureka Division Athletics:  
Congratulations to the following students that have qualified and will be participating at Tuesday's Eureka Division 
Athletics at Llanberris: Hudson McGrath, Jed Hynes, Archer Spackman, Mitchell Kane, Pippa Dalton, Nate Toohey, 
Jake Cheeseman, Ash Norris, Felicity McGrath, Ivy Pearce & Olivia Green. We wish you all the best in your event/s 
and hope that you have a great day 
 
Swimming Program 
In week 10 of this term, our Yr 1 & Yr 3 students will be participating in a one week Aquatic and Water Safety 
program at BALC. We wish them well and hope they learn a lot and have lots of fun. Years 2, 4 & 5 will be 
participating in Week 1 of Term 4. Please refer to the PAM note for more details. 
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Golf Tournament 
Following last term’s golf clinics, Tony Collier has selected the below students for the Term 4 tournament: Rhys Bell, 
Angus Burbidge, Jed Hynes, Evie Staley, Charlie Kersley, Nicholas Green, Billy Cheeseman, Hudson McGrath, Edward 
Lloyd, Alfie Sosinski, Lachlan Patterson, Adele Marson, Mitch Kane, Beau Hanson, Archer Spackman, Pippa Dalton, 
Stella Reus, Braxton Buntsma, Olivia Klein, Monty Harrison, Jack Elliot, Xavier Kersley, Leo Thorp, Rafter Castles, Alex 
Hocking, Ash Norris, Jake Cheeseman, Mackenzie Burbidge, Jack Gertz, Jack Fraser, Nate Toohey, George Britt, Ella 
Lunn, Zach Kennedy, Xavier Staley, Abe Sosinski, Felicity McGrath, Julian Simpson, Wentworth Campbell & Evie 
Knowles.  
The tournament will be held at Mt Xavier Golf Club on Wednesday October 18th. More details to follow. 
 
Congratulations 
Well done to Sonny (Yr 3) & Arlo (Yr 1) who have both been selected for the West Ham United Australia National 
soccer camp on the Gold Coast from 17th Sept - 21st Sept. This is a wonderful achievement and we wish you all the 
best. 
 
Good luck to all of the students that will be playing in football, netball and soccer finals over the coming weekends. 
 
2023 Sports Dates 
Term 3: 

 Week 9 - Tuesday Sep 5th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 10 - Mon Sep 11th - Fri Sep 15th - Yr 1 & 3 Swimming Program 

 
Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Mon Oct 2nd - Fri Oct 6th - Swimming Yr 2, 4 & 5 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 6th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 3 - Wednesday October 18th - Division Golf @ Mt Xavier GC 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - Division Cricket 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 3rd - F - 2 Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris 

 
If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 

  
Have a marvellous week. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Reconciliation in Action News   
 
 

 

 
 

Indigenous Literacy Day celebrates and promotes the revitalisation and preservation of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages now and for future generations of Indigenous 

children. 
 

This year we will be celebrating  
'Indigenous Literacy Day' at St Francis Xavier Primary School 

with classes invited to join a live event. You may like to join the live stream with your little 
people, broadcast live at 10:30am on Wednesday 6th September, or watch it later once it 

is available on-demand until the end of 2023.  
 

On Thursday 7th September we are pleased to announce that Aunty Joy Oldaker will be visiting 
our school library, to read some of this year's shortlisted First Nations themed books from  

The Children's Book Council of Australia's 2023 Awards to our Junior School. 
 

Please see the live stream event details below: 

2023 Indigenous Literacy Day 
Celebrating Stories, Cultures and Languages 

REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 
Wednesday 6 September 2023 

Please click here for Indigenous Literacy Day banners, tiles and posters. 
 

REGISTER here: Indigenous Literacy Day (sydneyoperahouse.com) 

 
The Indigenous Literacy Foundation (ILF) is proud to present a 15-minute film celebrating 
Indigenous Literacy Day with stories and songs from remote Communities, hosted by the 

Sydney Opera House.   
 

Following the film, viewers are invited to stay online for a 45-minute livestream celebration 
directly from the Sydney Opera House, with a star-studded team of ILF Ambassadors - Jessica 
Mauboy, Justine Clarke, Gregg Dreise, Josh Pyke and more! 

https://www.indigenousliteracyfoundation.org.au/ild-2023-resources
https://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/schools/digital-creative-learning/indigenous-literacy-day
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THE FILM 

“Would you cuddle up with a jurru? Do you have a tjikiwan dog at home? And what would you 
do if you saw a sneaky Kyembal?" asks ILF ambassador Jessica Mauboy.  

Jump on a virtual plane to Barunga in the Northern Territory, Rubibi (Broome) in north 
Western Australia and Weipa on the Cape York Peninsula in Queensland, to find out! 

 
This is your chance to journey across the country into First Nations storytelling and learn some 
new words in Kriol, Yawuru and Thaynakwith languages. 
 
You'll join a group of young, talented songwriters with their ILF mentor Justine Clarke, for a 
special performance of their song, Shordi Krik, at the Barunga Festival in the Northern 
Territory. Find out why life is sweet at Shordi Krik. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 Jacinta Molloy & Sarah Page 

 RAP Leaders 
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  P&F News   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SFX Official School Beanies 
Our stylish and warm official SFX school beanies are here!!  Available to purchase from the 
office for $25 while stocks last, then available from Crocker’s Ballarat. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop     We currently have a large supply of second-hand items available 
for purchase.  If you would like to check what is in stock and buy, please call into the front 
office.  New items are available to buy from Crockers. 
 

 
 
Did you know we pack out over 10,000 hot lunches a year for our little people, make 
almost 3,000 cups of Hot Chocolate and cut the tops off even more Zooper Doopers!  
Now we need YOUR HELP! VOLUNTEERS are the life line of the P&F! 

 
It could be Mothers, Fathers, Aunts, Grandparents, Uncles - even your neighbour, (as 
long as you have a working with children check) you can help us support our school 

                                                       community! 
 
Sparing 45 minutes even just ONCE throughout the year on a FRIDAY from 11.15am to 12pm 
packing hot lunches or a MONDAY for hot chocolates 10.30-11.30 would make a massive 
difference. 
 
If you have ever wondered what we do and a little unsure how you could help, feel free to get in 
touch with the P&F. 
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Attachments   
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Community News   
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