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Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th October 
Years 2, 4 & 5 swimming 

 

Friday 6th October 
9.30am Mass (Mercy Day) 

at St Alipius 
 

Regional Athletics at 
Llanberris 

 

Monday 9th – Wed 11th Oct 
Year 6 Urban Camp 

 

Friday 13th October 
12.40pm 6MM Assembly 

 

2024 Foundation Transition 
9.30-11am Group A 

11.30am-1pm  Group B 
 

Wednesday 18th October 
Division Golf at Mt Xavier 

Golf Club 
 

Friday 20th October 
Grandparents’ and Special 

Friends’ Day 
 

2024 Foundation Transition 
 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Free Dress Day – raising 
money for Mercy Works 

 

2024 Foundation Transition 
 

Wednesday 1st November 
Division Cricket 

 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

F-2 Junior Sports Day at 
Russell Square 

 

Monday 6th November 
Reporting & Assessment 

Day – Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday – Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day 
at Llanberris 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
Dear families, 
 

Welcome to the fourth and final tem for the school year! It was great to welcome our 
students and families back to school this morning and to hear the buzz of excitement around 
the school. I am sure that we will hear many stories over the next few weeks as our children 
recount their holiday adventures. Let’s look out for each other this term and enjoy learning 
and being together at St. Francis Xavier School! 
 

God bless, 

 
Mark Hogbin 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER FOR THE BEGINNING OF A NEW TERM  
 

Almighty God, We give you our school.      

We give you all the teachers and staff who work here,      

We give you all the children who learn here.      

We pray our school will continue to be a place of great  

   discovery, adventure and creativity.                    

May it be a place where we love to learn and where we  

   learn to love,     

A place where everyone is respected and all are deeply valued.  

We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Term Dates 
Our classes commenced for fourth term this morning and we will continue for the next 
eleven weeks. The last day of school for students will be Friday 15th December. 
 
Mercy Mass 
We will be asking the Lord to bless our term this Friday with Mass at Saint Alipius Church at 
9.30am. Please note that parents and friends of St. Francis Xavier are welcome to join us for 
this special celebration. 
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Tuesday 21st November 
2024 Foundation 
Information Night  

 

Wed 22nd – Friday 24th Nov  
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Tuesday 28th November 
2024 Foundation Transition 

 

Thursday 30th November 
6pm Community Christmas 

Gathering 
 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Wednesday 6th December 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Wednesday 13th December 
6pm Year 6 Graduation 

In the Gym 
 

Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

Foundation 2024 Transition Morning 
Our first Transition morning for 2024 Foundation students will occur on Friday 13th October 
between 9.30 -11.00am (Group A) and between 11.30 – 1.00pm (Group B). This is an 
important and exciting time for our newest students and we look forward to meeting them 
for their sessions. 
 
Year 6 Camp 
Our Yr. 6 students will be heading off on camp next Monday. This is a very special time for 
our school leaders and one that they have been looking forward to for a long time. We can’t 
wait to learn of their adventures! 
 
Summer School Uniform 
It’s time to dig out the school sun hats as we prepare for summer uniform this term. Please 
be mindful that our uniform policy also asks that students observe safety regulations 
regarding jewelry at all times. Your help with this will be appreciated. 
 
Car Park – Traffic Movement     
I wish to remind everyone at the start of this new term that the management of traffic flow 
at the beginning and end of the day is always a concern. We are fortunate that there is very 
little non-school traffic in the mix at these times. If the road signage and markings are 
adhered to with a good level of patience a safe environment can be maintained. We remind 
drivers to pull off to the left around the trees where the buses travel and U-turn to return 
down Fortune Street rather than cross directly across the traffic. (This is illegal!). 
Our staff carpark is not to be used as a pathway to either drop your children at school or 
pick them up. Car spaces are limited and the onsite carpark is for staff cars only. Many 
thanks for your assistance with these matters.  
 
Class Groupings 2024     
This week teachers will be working on formulating class groupings for 2024. In doing this, 
academic, social and emotional considerations will be taken into account to inform 
decisions. We are fortunate at St. Francis Xavier to have our teachers plan learning activities 
that often allow our children to mix across the year group where they are working alongside. 
Next year all our classes will be straight classes again. Prior to teachers working on the 
construction of 2024 class groups, all children will be asked to nominate children who they 
know they can work well with and would like to be considered to be in a room with in 2024. 
 
If you would like any requests to be considered, please contact Mark in writing or by email 
by Monday 9th October.  While all correspondence will be considered, the final decision will 
be made by the classroom teachers.   
 
Class Structure for St. Francis Xavier Primary School 2024 
Foundation x 4       Year 1 x 3       Year 2 x 3       Year 3 x 3       Year 4 x 3       Year 5 x 3        
Year 6 x 3 
 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; 6 tips for parenting anxious kids. 
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Religious Education News 
 

Mercy Mass Invitation : 
To begin Term 4 we will have a Whole School Mass on Friday October 6th at 9.30am at St Alipius Church. Some of the 
local Sisters will be in attendance to celebrate with us, highlighting our proud Mercy tradition. Parents, parishioners, 
friends and community members are more than welcome to join us in Eucharist. 
 
THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 1, 2023       Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
  

Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 
Jesus said, “Now, what do you think? There was once a man who had two sons. He went to the elder one and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ ‘I don't want to,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. ‘Yes, sir,’ he answered, but he did not go. Which one of 
the two did what his father wanted?” 
“The elder one,” they answered. 
So Jesus said to them, “I tell you: the tax collectors are going into the Kingdom of God ahead of you. For John the 
Baptist came to you showing you the right path to take, and you would not believe him; but the tax collectors believed 
him. Even when you saw this, you did not later change your minds and believe him. 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation)   

Gospel reflection:    
Why do you think Jesus tells this story? What is he trying to teach us? 
The story is about God and how we are all God’s children. Jesus is trying to tell us that we should listen to what God 
asks of us and then go and do what is asked. 
  

It is not enough just to say that we will follow God in our lives. We actually have to go and do what 
 is asked, even when it is difficult. We are called to live our lives as God wants us to. 
   

God asks us to take care of the world and the people in it and it is up to us how we answer. There 
are lots of different ways that we can answer God’s call, help other people and care for our world. 
  

Our Challenge: What will you do this week to help others at home? At school? In your local 
community? And around the world?    (Adapted from CAFOD website)  
  

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader  
 

Wellbeing News 
 

  

 

 

 

 

Many children feel a little worried returning to school after holidays and that is perfectly normal! 
Naturally parents also worry when their children worry! Carers ask how they can assist kids when they become 
worried about seemingly routine events such as attending school camps and excursions, tackling difficult subjects, or 
facing the prolonged absence of a favourite teacher. Typical responses such as ignoring their worries are unhelpful 
and allowing a child to avoid an activity that makes them anxious is another unhelpful option. Avoidance may make 
kids feel safe in the short term, but it risks the establishment of a long-term pattern that can be impossible to shift 
(like school refusal). 
 

Anxious kids frequently look to parents and teachers for reassurance when they feel anxious.  Adults don’t have to 
fix kids’ problems, but rather to validate and empower children in the worrying situation. The use of ‘Ahhhh’ 
statements to validate how a child is feeling, is a practical way to show that you are trying to understand them. 
‘Ahhhh, you’re feeling anxious about going to school camp . . ’‘Ahhhh, you’re having one of those “I might mess it 
up” thoughts . . .’ 
Then remind them of times they’ve faced challenges and succeeded, even when it was difficult for them. Above all, 
show them you have confidence in them and know they can cope with the uncomfortable feelings anxiety brings. 
 

The attached article has some useful tips in parenting and supporting an anxious child. 
 

Kind regards,                                                
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader    
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  Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Regional Athletics:  
Good luck to the students that will be participating in this Friday's Regional Athletics at Llanberris. These students 
finished top two at the previous two lead up events and we wish them all the best in their individual events. 
 
Swimming Program 
In week 1 of this term, our Years 2, 4 & 5 students will be participating in a one week Aquatic and Water Safety 
program at BALC. We wish them well and hope they learn a lot and have heaps of fun.  
 
Golf Tournament 
Following golf clinics in Term 2, Tony Collier has selected a group of students for the Term 4 tournament: These 
students will be notified on PAM very shortly 
The tournament will be held at Mt Xavier Golf Club on Wednesday October 18th. More details to follow. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Congratulations to all of the students that played in football, netball and soccer Grand Finals at the beginning of the 
holidays. 
 
Well done to Georgia Dundas and Charlotte Quarrell who competed at the recent Victorian State Calisthenics 
Championships over the holidays. Their team placed first in 8 out of their 10 items and were crowned winners in the 
Premier Division. 
 
Recently, 4 SFX students (Jed Hynes, Nicholas Green, Bailey McCartin & Pippa Dalton) were selected to represent the 
Ballarat Futsal Club in the Gold Coast International Futsal Championships in January 2024. We wish you all the best in 
the lead up, and for the tournament.  
 
 
2023 Sports Dates 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Mon Oct 2nd - Fri Oct 6th - Swimming Yr 2, 4 & 5 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 6th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris 
 Week 3 - Wednesday October 18th - Division Golf @ Mt Xavier GC 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - Division Cricket 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 3rd - F - 2 Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris 

 
If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
 
Have a marvellous week. 
 
 
 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator   
                       

 

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments   
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Community News   
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