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Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  

Monday 23rd October 
Last day for Issue 7 Book 

Club Orders 
 

Thursday 26th October 
SFX Disco Night 

 

Friday 27th October 
12.40pm 2CJ Assembly 

 

Free Dress Day – raising 
money for Mercy Works 

 

2024 Foundation Transition 
 

Wednesday 1st November 
Division Cricket 

 

State Athletics at Lakeside 
Stadium 

 

Thursday 2nd November 
6pm & 7pm in Library 

Guitar Showcase 
 

Friday 3rd November 
12.40pm 3NM Assembly 

 

F-2 Junior Sports Day at 
Russell Square 

 

Monday 6th November 
Reporting & Assessment 

Day – Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 7th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday – Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 10th November 
12.40pm 4CP Assembly 

 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day 
at Llanberris 

 

Tuesday 21st November 
2024 Foundation 
Information Night  

 

Wed 22nd – Friday 24th Nov  
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 24th November 
12.40pm F GJ Assembly 

 

Tuesday 28th November 
2024 Foundation Transition 

 

Wednesday 29th November 
Yr 1 Camp Experience 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
Dear families, 
 
On Sunday I was reminded of the fragility of humankind in an unexpected way, and one 
which has caused me to stop and reflect on our place in a broken world. 
 
At Mass on Sunday morning we prayed the communal prayers as usual. This week however, 
the psalm called on us to let our faith shine like the stars as we work together to bring about 
the reign of God. Let your faith shine like the stars is an interesting prayer in troubled times. 
It made me think of Abraham when God told him that his descendants would multiply like 
the stars across the evening sky. So vast would the line of Abraham be in the years to come. 
Yet for the people who live today in the lands of Abraham, a light shining across the sky in 
the evening might be a missile or a burning building on the horizon. For these people, it 
must be hard to imagine how or when they might look to the stars in peace. 
 
We don’t know how or when there will be any form of conclusion to the war that rages in 
these ancient lands. We don’t know that reconciliation can even be possible. We do know 
however that our prayers can help in the most difficult of situations. Perhaps we can be the 
holders of faith for those who are suffering so much. Perhaps then, and with faith, we might 
begin to see small signs of peace begin to emerge. 
 
God bless, 

 

 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 
 

 
We Pray for Peace 
God of mercy and compassion, 
of grace and reconciliation,     
pour your power upon all your children in the Middle East:   
Jews, Muslims and Christians, 
Palestinians and Israelis.       
Let hatred be turned into love, fear to trust, despair to hope, 
oppression to freedom, occupation to liberation,    
that violent encounters may be replaced by loving embraces,  
and peace and justice could be experienced by all.    
Amen. 
                              Rabbi Herbert Bronstein     
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Thursday 30th November 
Yr 1 Camp Experience 

 

6pm Community Christmas 
Gathering 

 

Friday 1st December 
12.40pm 2GH Assembly 

 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 

Tues 5th & Wed 6th Dec 
Year 4 Cave Hill Creek Camp 

 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 

Wednesday 13th December 
6pm Year 6 Graduation 

In the Gym 
 

Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

Casual Clothes for Mercy Works 
We have a strong tradition of supporting our Friends the Mercy Religious Order in their 
mission to support others. With this in mind we will dedicate our Casual Clothes Day this 
Friday to Mercy Works. If each child could bring a gold coin donation then we will be able to 
support this very important outreach of the Sisters of Mercy.  
 
Grandparents & Special People Day 
Thanks to all members of our community who were able to support our special 
Grandparents & Special People Day on Friday. It was tremendous to see so many people 
involved in our liturgy and touring our school. Thanks for your support as we work together 
to build on the strengths of our wonderful community. 
 
School Disco 
Don’t forget to come along to our super school Disco this Thursday. Our Parents & Friends 
committee has planned a great evening of entertainment for the children. Brush off the 
Disco shoes, gel the hair and get ready to rock the night away! 
 

sms 

 
 

 

 
 

 
          

School Traffic Reminder 
I wish to remind everyone that the management of traffic flow at the beginning and end of the day is always a 
concern. We are fortunate that there is very little non-school traffic in the mix at these times. If the road signage and 
markings are adhered to with a good level of patience a safe environment can be maintained. We remind drivers to 
pull off to the left around the trees where the buses travel and U-turn to return down Fortune Street rather than cross 
directly across the traffic. (This is illegal!). 
Our staff carpark is not to be used as a pathway to either drop your children at school or pick them up. Car spaces are 
limited and the onsite carpark is for staff cars only. Many thanks for your assistance with these matters.  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin; 
Body safety and consent. 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 22, 2023       Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21  
The Pharisees went off and made a plan to trap Jesus with questions. Then they sent to him some of their disciples 
and some members of Herod's party. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you tell the truth. You teach the truth about 
God's will for people, without worrying about what others think, because you pay no attention to anyone's status. Tell 
us, then, what do you think? Is it against our Law to pay taxes to the Roman Emperor, or not?” 
Jesus, however, was aware of their evil plan, and so he said, “You hypocrites! Why are you trying to trap me? Show 
me the coin for paying the tax!” 
They brought him the coin, and he asked them, “Whose face and name are these?”  
“The Emperor's,” they answered. 
So Jesus said to them, “Well, then, pay the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor, and pay God what belongs to God.” 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation)   
  

Gospel reflection: The Pharisees didn’t like Jesus and so they tried to find a way to trick him. At the time the Romans 
ruled the area where Jesus lived. The people did not like the Romans and they did not want to have to pay money to 
them. The Pharisees knew that if Jesus said this out loud, he would get into trouble.   
  

In this story, when Jesus tells them to “pay the Emperor what belongs to the Emperor – and God what belongs to 
God,” Jesus is reminding us that we have two main responsibilities. One is to love God and to try to live our lives the 
way God wants us to.   
The other responsibility is to care for each other and to make sure that everyone gets their fair share of the good 
things that God has given us.   
  

God has given us a world filled with good things. While some of us have all that we could wish for, others of us do not 
have a house to live in, enough food to eat, clean water to drink. We can help each other and try to make sure that all 
people around the world have their fair share of the things that God has given us. We can all play our part to make the 
world a fairer place. 
  

Our Challenge: How can we share what we have so that everyone has their fair share of what God has given us?  
(Adapted from CAFOD website) 

 

Grandparent and Grandfriends Thanks: 
There was a very special energy around the school last Friday and it was fantastic to see so many Grandparents and 
Grandfriends with us to celebrate our liturgy.  
The children were so excited to share in a special prayer time, show their special guests around our school and to 
introduce their friends and teachers. 
So many of our visitors remarked on how wonderful it was to be invited to school and the respectful behaviour and 
kindness shown by our children to each other. 
Many thanks to all the children and their teachers for their contagious enthusiasm and for the efforts of our 
Grandparents and Grandfriends to share this time with us. 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         4. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
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Curriculum News 
 
Welcome to week 4. 
Great news is always worth shouting about. 
Earlier this year children in Years 3 and 5 sat their NAPLAN tests. At last week's professional 
learning session our staff discussed and viewed our data. It was a session full of interest, 
discussion, celebration and questioning of what are we doing to gain these results and what 
can we do better.  
 

 

Here are some facts about our NAPLAN data 2023: 

 Our NAPLAN results across both year levels are very strong 
 Year 3 mean scores for Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy are all above 

both State and Australian mean scores 
 Year 5 mean scores for Writing, Spelling and Numeracy are above both State and Australian mean scores 
 Year 3 Numeracy 82% of the cohort are strong or exceeding 
 Year 5 Numeracy 89% of the cohort are strong or exceeding 
 Our 6 year trend 2017- 2023 (COVID year 2020 no NAPLAN tests) for Numeracy Year 3 and Year 5 continues to 

outshine Victorian and Australian schools  

Children this week will also begin their PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests) for our end of year collection of data. PAT 
tests are one way we use assessment data to target teaching and monitor growth. 
 
Enjoy your week, 

 

 

 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning Enhancement 

 
 

Wellbeing News 
  

 

 

Last week we were fortunate to have Bravehearts present their personal safety education program Ditto’s Keep Safe 
Adventure Show to our children in Foundation, Year One and Two classes.  
It was an energy filled presentation with lots of empowering messages and it focused upon following six principles of 
personal safety:  
• Differentiating ‘yes’ and ‘no’ feelings  
• Recognising the bodies ‘warning signs’  
• Identifying ‘private parts’ and ‘privacy’  
• Helping children identify language and feelings associated with secrets  
• Reinforcing that there is no secret that children cannot tell someone 
We teach water safety and road safety to the children in our care, let's not forget about body safety and consent! 
Attached is a great article by Jayneen Sander providing you with age appropriate body safety and consent skills you 
can cover with your child. Her books on Body Safety, consent, gender equality, emotional and social intelligence and 
many free resources including ʻMy Body Safety Rulesʼ poster can be found at www.e2epublishing.info. 
 

Kind regards,                                                
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.e2epublishing.info/
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  Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

 

Golf Tournament 
Perfect conditions greeted 38 students at last Wednesday's Division Golf Tournament at Mt Xavier Golf Club. All of 
the students (many playing a round of golf for the first time) had a great day and played well. Congratulations to Leo 
Thorp and Rhys Bell who finished in the Top 8 and have qualified for the Regional Tournament later in the term. A 
big thank you to the parents, grandparents and Mr Marshall for their support and assistance during the day. 
 
Junior Sports Day 
On Friday November 3rd (Week 5), we look forward to the Foundation - Yr 2 Junior Sports Day. This event is a 
wonderful day filled with excitement, fun and lots of great activities. Once again our Yr 6 Sports Captains will take on 
leadership and teaching roles and will conduct various activities for the students. Please check the PAM note for 
further details. 
 
Sporting Schools - after school program 
Thankyou to all of those that registered interest for the Sporting Schools - after school sports programs for Term 4. 
The amount of interest was unbelievable but unfortunately we are limited with the number of students that can 
participate.  
The students participating in Term 4: 
 
Monday - Badminton 
Lilly & Harley Bye, Levi & Chelsea Crowe, James & Mitchell Cyples, Gabe Dunne, Daulat Gill, Nicholas, Olivia & 
Thomas Green, Sam Hill, Maebh & Mollie Arnts, Lucinda Leaonard, Harriet & Emma Locke, Harry Logan, Frederick & 
Audrey Lynch, Thiago Motta Crespo, Rahui Munokoa, Lenny Owins, Marco Pietrantuono, Lilly Rice, Evangeline Spiers, 
Sofia St Louis, Savee Thuse & Xavier Uljanic. 
 
Thursday - Soccer 
Ted Answer, Alfie Brennan, Hazel, Lachlan & Josie De Lorenzo, Louis Evans, River Fedke, Xavier Foster, Edward Giblett, 
Edie & Bonnie Giles, Ted Glesson, Winnie & Monty Harrison, Jax Lodge, Augie Mason, Murphy Noonan, Wilson & Jack 
Quinlan, Nevon Thuse, Ella Uljanic, Jagger, Cruise & Tilly Van Langevelde, Sophie, Connor & Lachie White. 
 
2023 Sports Dates 
Term 4: 

 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - Division Cricket 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 1st - State Athletics @ Lakeside Stadium 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 3rd - F - 2 Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square 
 Week 6 - Friday Nov 10th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) v Emmaus @SFX 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris 

 
If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator   

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Performing Arts News   
 

 
Our next music event is only two 
weeks away!  
 
  

On Thursday November 2 we are 
hosting a small, supportive and 
informal evening to showcase the 
emerging musical skills of children who 
learn guitar with Tim Smolenaers at 
St Francis Xavier. 
  
 

There will be two short performances, 
one commencing at 6pm and another 
at 7pm. Families that have children 
involved in this event have been 
contacted via seesaw with confirmed 
times. 
 
  

With 29 children involved in this event, 
we hope you can join us at either 6pm 
or 7pm on November 2 to celebrate 
your child's learning in music! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dan West, Performing Arts Specialist    
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Attachments   
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