
 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         1. 

 

 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Wednesday 8th November 2023 
Term 4 Week 6 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
Fax: 5331 8337 

 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

 

 

Term 4 (12 weeks) 
Mon 2nd Oct - Wed 20th Dec 

  
Friday 10th November 

12.40pm 4CP Assembly 
 

Friday 17th November 
12.40pm F MM Assembly 

 

Yr 3-6 Athletics Day 
at Llanberris 

 
Tuesday 21st November 

2024 Foundation 
Information Night  

 
Wed 22nd – Friday 24th Nov  
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 
Friday 24th November 

12.40pm F GJ Assembly 
 

Tuesday 28th November 
2024 Foundation Transition 

 
Wednesday 29th November 

Yr 1 Camp Experience 
 

Thursday 30th November 
Yr 1 Camp Experience 

 

6pm Community Christmas 
Gathering 

 
Friday 1st December 

12.40pm 2GH Assembly 
 

St Francis Xavier Feast Day 
celebrations 

 
Tues 5th & Wed 6th Dec 

Year 4 Cave Hill Creek Camp 
 

Monday 11th December 
9.30am Mass in the Gym 

 
Wednesday 13th December 

6pm Year 6 Graduation 
In the Gym 

 
Friday 15th December 
Last 2023 student day 

Normal finish time. 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we have passed the middle week of term 4, but we are! The final 
term at school is always a busy one from the teacher’s perspective as they work to keep the 
learning programs operating while making the necessary plans for the new school year. It is 
certainly a case of keeping our focus on the present while casting an eye to the future from 
now on. 
 
As we plan for 2024 we are looking at how we can continue to build on our tradition of 
providing an excellent education for all students at Saint Francis Xavier School. Next year we 
will continue to build our knowledge and experience in the Structured Literacy approach to 
learning. This journey commenced in 2022 when we began to invest in professional learning 
for our staff around the principles of the science of reading. It became a significant 
component of our literacy program this year as new elements were implemented in the 
classrooms. Next year we will continue to focus on evidence based practices that support 
the structured literacy approach to learning for all students. Backed by research from 
La Trobe and Melbourne Universities and with extra support from Catholic Education, 
Ballarat we are excited to continue building on our knowledge as we implement such sound 
practices in literacy learning across the school.  
 
For many of our families, the structured literacy 
approach to learning will be familiar. Focused 
teaching with an emphasis on desired outcomes 
means that all students will receive the support they 
need to grow as learners. If the concept of structured 
literacy is new to you, don’t worry we will continue to 
learn together throughout the years ahead. 
Knowledge is ever evolving and it’s exciting to be able 
to build on our knowledge as we grow and learn 
together. 
 
 
God bless, 

 

 
 

Mark Hogbin 
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Junior School Sports Day 
What a wonderful day we had last Friday. The children enjoyed the opportunity to 
participate in the various sporting activities and to build team spirit along the way. Our 
Senior Sports Captains did a great job of assisting on the day and I’m sure that many 
memories were made. Thank you to our parents and friends who were able to come along 
and cheer everyone on. Special thanks to Mr. Carroll and all staff for their willingness to 
create such a positive learning experience for all. 
 

 

Senior School Sports Day 
Our senior sports day is just around the corner. Pray for good weather and we will be ready to go! Friday 17 
November promises to be a super event for all at Llanberris Reserve. See you there! 
 
Thankyou! 
Thank you to our community for supporting our school closure day on Monday. We realize that school closure days 
can be a challenge on the home-front and we hope that you were able to enjoy an extra long weekend. 
 
Farewell Ms. Ginnane-Smith! 

We said farewell to Mrs. Brighid Ginnane-Smith last week as she completed her time at Saint 
Francis Xavier. Brighid is now preparing for the arrival of her little baby in the coming weeks. 
We can’t wait to hear the news of a safe arrival and we wish Brighid well as she prepares for 
this very special time ahead. We also acknowledge Ms. Bec Warr who has so willingly agreed 
to work fulltime with the Year 3 students for the rest of the school year. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please find at the end of this newsletter:  Parish Bulletin;  
Assembly Awards; Turn your anger around without yelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday November 5, 2023       Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
   
Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12  
Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. “The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees are the authorized 
interpreters of Moses' Law. So you must obey and follow everything they tell you to do; do not, however, imitate their 
actions, because they don't practice what they preach. They tie onto people's backs loads that are heavy and hard to 
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carry, yet they aren't willing even to lift a finger to help them carry those loads. They do everything so that people will 
see them. Look at the straps with scripture verses on them which they wear on their foreheads and arms, and notice 
how large they are! Notice also how long are the tassels on their cloaks! They love the best places at feasts and the 
reserved seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted with respect in the market places and to be called 
‘Teacher.’  You must not be called ‘Teacher,’ because you are all members of one family and have only one Teacher. 
And you must not call anyone here on earth ‘Father,’ because you have only the one Father in heaven. Nor should you 
be called ‘Leader,’ because your one and only leader is the Messiah. The greatest one among you must be your 
servant. Whoever makes himself great will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be made great. 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation)   

  
Gospel reflection: Jesus warns his friends that there are some people who always tell others what to do but never 
listen to their own advice.These people say one thing, but do another, while also telling everyone else how they must 
behave. Jesus reminds his friends that we must always listen to God first. 
Jesus reminds us of the way that he teaches us. Jesus does not show off or act like a king. He acts like a servant, 
because we should all be like servants – loving and caring for each other. We can follow Jesus’ words, but we can also 
follow his actions. What Jesus does is always filled with love for other people. 
  
Our Challenge: How can we serve others and help? How can we behave in a way that would show our love for others 
this week? (Adapted from CAFOD website)  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

 
 
 
 

Wellbeing News 
  

 

 

Everyone gets angry sometimes, but dealing with a child who argues, won’t listen and fights their sibling is hard 
work! It can be tempting to lose your cool and fight fire with fire, but that usually escalates the situation and then we 
have two (or more) heightened family members!  
We can’t just get rid of anger, as anyone who’s calmly asked an enraged child to “calm down” can attest. When your 
kids are really getting under your skin, instead of getting furious, be curious. You need to connect before you correct. 
Children donʼt wake up in the morning and think, ʻHow can I make life horrible for my parents?ʼ They might be 
having a hard time. Work out what needs arenʼt being met and help meet them. 
The attached article by Justin Coulson looks at ways for us as parents to reduce the yelling and conflict in our home. 
 

Kind regards,                                                
 

Christine Meneely, Wellbeing Leader    
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Junior Sports Day 
Last Friday we had the Foundation - Yr 2 Junior Sports Day at Russell Square Reserve. After a chilly start, the weather 
turned it on and everyone present had an awesome day. It was fantastic to see all of the students and staff having a 
go, trying their best and having heaps of fun! Well done to our Yr 6 Sports Captains who conducted all of the 
rotations and supervised the running races. A massive thank you to the families and friends that were there to cheer 
on and support the students. 
 
  



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         4. 

 

 

Division Cricket 
Last Wednesday we had the Girls and Boys cricket teams play in the Eureka Division Cricket Tournament at 
Wendouree. A very successful and enjoyable day was had by both teams. The Girls team won all of the Pool matches 
and played fantastic to make it to the Final where they narrowly went down to Emmaus. Well Done Girls! The boys 
team also played some outstanding cricket to make it to the Final where they managed to put in an all round 
performance and make it through to the Regional Tournament next week. Thank you to all of the families that were 
there to support and a big shout out to Mr Marshall for superbly coaching the Girls team. 
 
State Track & Field Championships 
Well done to Jed Hynes, Mitch Kane, Archer Spackman, Felicity McGrath and Nate Toohey who competed in 
Melbourne last Wednesday in the State Athletics Championships. They all gave their absolute best. To make it 
through to compete with the very best students in the State is an amazing achievement. 
 
SFX Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
After 2 earlier attempts, we look forward to finally having our Yr 3-6 Athletics Day on Friday November 17th at 
Llanberris Athletics Reserve. For all information, please refer to the PAM notification 
 
2023 Sports Dates 
Term 4: 

 Week 6 - Friday Nov 10th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) v Emmaus @SFX 
 Week 7 - Wednesday Nov 15th - Regional Cricket @ C.E. Brown Reserve 
 Week 7 - Friday Nov 17th - SFX Yr 3 -6 Athletics Day @ Llanberris Reserve 

 
If your child has achieved recent sporting success or a significant sporting achievement, please feel free to contact 
myself, Nev Down or your child's classroom teacher so that we can celebrate and commend their efforts. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to either 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 
 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Bulletin – 5th November 2023 – 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    3rd November 2023    Hosted by 3NM       Theme: Hospitality 
Hospitality means welcoming other people. 

We show hospitality because Jesus teaches us to include everyone and show them they are welcome. 
 

Foundation, Years 1 and 2 No Junior School Assembly Awards this week due to F-2 Athletics Day 

3 NM Nellie Cheeseman and Miah Cooper 

3 JV Violet Wilson and Christian Wright  

3 GW Kayden Finley and Winnie Harrison 

4 BW Aria Treacy and Isabelle Slater 

4 HC Aila Glab & Cruize van Langevelde 

4 CP Zach Cooper and Maeve Waldron 

5 JF Lilly Rice and Tom Anderson 

5 OH Monty Harrison and Henry Warr 

5 CC Chloe Flynn and Ivy Reus 

6 PB Cooper Downes and Georgia Dundas 

6 MM Julian Simpson and Abe Sosinski 

6 ZA Will Brown-Kenyon & Josie De Lorenzo 

Environmental Education Emerson Rolfe (4CP) and Hughey Roberts (1MM) 

Performing Arts Matt Corrigan (yr 6) for always being helpful, supportive and encouraging of others. 

Visual Arts Charlie Ryan & Cruz Raine (FLH)  for being kind, caring and thoughtful members of our 
Art class. 

Physical Education Nicolas Taylor (1MM) 

Principal’s Award Tom Anderson for assisting the younger children on the yard when things go wrong 
sometimes. 
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Community News   
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