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Term 2 (11 weeks) 
Mon 15th Apr – Fri 28th Jun 

 

Tues 23rd-Wed 24th April 
Year 4 Camp 

 

Thursday 25th April 
Public Holiday ANZAC Day 

 

Friday 26th April 
Student Free Day 

 

Mon 29th Apr-Thurs 2nd May 
Book Fair Sales in Library 

8.30-9.00am each day 
3.00-4.00pm each day 

 

Friday 3rd May 
Book Club 3 orders close 

 

Friday 10th May 
Mothers/Special Friends Day 

2pm Afternoon Tea 
2.30pm Liturgy in Family 

Groups 
 

Friday 17th May 
2.40pm Assembly led by 1JS 

 

Wed 22nd-Fri 24th May 
Year 6 Camp 

 

Friday 24th May 
2.40pm Assembly led by FLH 

 

Friday 31st May 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

6MM 
 

Friday 7th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

5MM 
 

Monday 10th June 
King’s Birthday Holiday 

 

Friday 14th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

4ML 
 

Friday 21st June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

3JW 
 

Friday 28th June 
Assembly led by FMM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 15th Jul – Fri 20th Sep 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
 
 

Dear families, 
 
This Thursday marks a very special day in the calendar across the nation. ANZAC Day goes 
beyond the anniversary of the landing on Gallipoli in 1915. It is the day on which we 
remember Australians who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping 
operations. The spirit of Anzac, with its human qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice, 
continues to have meaning and relevance for our 
sense of national identity. 
2024 has already seen its fair share of conflict on 
both a global and local scale. Daily media reports of 
political unrest seem to demand our attention and 
we can sometimes be left feeling helpless. Let’s 
remember though, that with faith, anything is 
possible. Don’t be afraid to take a moment to pray 
for peace in a troubled world. Who knows how our 
prayers might be answered? 
 

God bless, 
 

 
 

 
Mark Hogbin 
 
 

A Prayer for Peace 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 
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Mon 15th & Tues 16th July 

Student Free Days 
 

Friday 19th July 
Start of Term Mass 

 

Friday 26th July 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2CK 

 

Friday 2nd August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

1EM 
 

Friday 16th August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

FTW 
 

Friday 23rd August 
Book Week Parade 

2.40pm Assembly led by FGJ 
 

Friday 30th August 
Fathers/Special Friends Day 

Liturgy 
 

Friday 6th September 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

4BO 
 

Friday 13th September 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

3DW 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Friday 11th October 
Start of Term/Mercy Day 

Mass 
 

Friday 18th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2JS 

 

Friday 25th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

1MV 
 

Friday 1st November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

5JW 
 

Monday 4th November 
Student Free Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday 

 

Friday 8th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 

 

Friday 15th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Wed 20th & Thurs 21st Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 
                     (Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi) 

 

 
School Closure Days 
Please note that in Term 2 we have set aside two school closure days for Staff Professional 
development. The first was held last Monday when our staff attended the Auslan 
conference which supports our Language program. The second day will be this Friday (26 
April) when we work with the team from Catholic Education Ballarat to learn about the new 
Personal Development program for all schools across the diocese. 
 
 
Year 4 Camp 
Our Year 4 students head off to camp tomorrow. We wish them well as they explore the 
great outdoors. While we will miss you at school students, we wish you well and look 
forward to hearing of your adventures when you return. 
 
 
Staff Changes 
 

1) We said farewell to Mr. Matthew Manzl on Friday as he completed his time at our 

school. Matthew is now preparing to head off with his family to begin a new 

adventure in New Zealand. Matthew is well known to many members of our school 

community as a caring teacher and a friend to all. We wish you well Mr. Manzl! 

 

2) We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Madelyn McMorrow to our school this term. 

Madelyn will be teaching Yr. 5 for the reminder of the school year and has already 

spent a productive week with Mr. Manzl getting to know the children.  Welcome 

Mrs. McMorrow, we can’t wait to learn more about you as you settle in to life at 

Saint Francis Xavier. 

 
3) We welcome back Mrs. Michelle Jans to our staff team this term. Michelle knows 

our school well and we are delighted to be able to have her back on the team. 

Welcome home Michelle! 
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Enrolments for 2025 Foundation for current families  
  
Enrolment for 2025 Foundation students is now open 
Enrolment closes Thursday 23 May 2024 
  
The application process for 2025 Foundation (Prep) Enrolments for current St Francis Xavier families in one 
step: 
Complete your enrolment by filling out the “City of Ballarat Expression of Interest for Enrolment” form 
found here.  
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/ 
  
You will be able to nominate St Francis Xavier as your first preference and nominate the child you are enrolling is a 
sibling. 
  
New Families to St Francis Xavier are also required to complete the “City of Ballarat Expression of Interest for 
Enrolment” online and attend an Open Day Tour by booking at https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/enrol/open-days/ 
  
Please note:  You are not required to complete a hard copy Enrolment Form.  If you have any questions please contact 
the school office. 
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday April 21, 2024       Fourth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 
  
Gospel: John 10:11-18 
 Jesus said: 
“I am the good shepherd, who is willing to die for the sheep. When the hired man, who is not a shepherd and does 
not own the sheep, sees a wolf coming, he leaves the sheep and runs away; so the wolf snatches the sheep and 
scatters them. The hired man runs away because he is only a hired man and does not care about the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd. As the Father knows me and I know the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and they know me. 
And I am willing to die for them. There are other sheep which belong to me that are not in this sheepfold. I must bring 
them, too; they will listen to my voice, and they will become one flock with one shepherd.  (Gospel passage taken from 

Good News Translation) 

 
Gospel reflection: Jesus calls himself the good shepherd, who carefully looks after his sheep. When he says sheep, 
Jesus means all people around the world. 
Jesus wants us to follow his example. He asks us to care for all our brothers and sisters around the world, no matter 
who they are or where they come from.  He doesn’t want us to run away when things are difficult. He wants us to 
stand up for what we believe in and know to be right. 
 
Sometimes it can be very difficult to stop someone or something that we do not like or that we know is wrong. We 
might be afraid that we will be hurt or laughed at. 
There are many things that happen in the world that are not right. There are people around the world who have been 
forced to leave their homes because of fighting. There are people who do not have enough food to eat or clean water 
to drink. There are children who have to work and earn money to help support their families instead of going to 
school. Do you think this is fair? How does this make you feel? 
   
Our Challenge: How will you stand up for what you know is right and show your love for your global family this week? 
(Adapted from CAFOD website) 

 

 

 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-application-form/
https://www.sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au/enrol/open-days/
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Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader   
 
 

Curriculum News 
 

Welcome back to Term 2. Once again we have so many wonderful events, activities and learning that will be taking 
place this term.  
One of our desired outcomes from our Annual action plan is:  
To significantly improve student outcomes in Reading and to ensure continuity and progression from Foundation to 
Year 6. 
One way to promote the love and enjoyment of reading is to provide our children with a variety of texts. 

  
Exciting news! Our Book Fair Garden - Catch the Reading Bug is coming to St Francis Xavier primary school. Join us 
from -   
Monday 29th April until Thursday 2nd May in our school library. Catch the reading bug and discover the latest and 
greatest children’s books while supporting our school. Let's cultivate a love for reading together!  
Tuesday 23rd April and Wednesday 24th April  
Children will visit the library with their teachers for book viewing and filling out their Wish Lists during this week. 
Monday 29th April - Thursday 2nd May 
Book Fair selling opening hours         8:30 - 9:00 am each day               3:00 - 4:00 pm each day 
 
Enjoy your week and thank you in advance for your support with our Book Fair. 

 
  
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal / Learning Enhancement 
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BOOK FAIR NOTE for parents and families – If you decide to buy from our Book Fair, you might like to save time by pre-
paying using the QR code or the Scholastic website (details below and on your child’s wish list) and then handing your 
receipt number form to our Book Fair cashiers so you can collect your purchases.  Thank you.    
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  Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Cross Country 
Congratulations to the 43 students from Yr 3 - 6 that have been selected in the SFX Cross Country team for the 
upcoming Eureka Division Cross Country at Fed Uni. 
 
Sporting Schools - After School Sports Program 
This term we are providing 2 programs as part of the Sporting Schools initiative. 
The programs are Softball (Monday) and Basketball (Thursday) and are open to all students from F - Yr 6. Kelly Sports 
are conducting the Monday program and Basketball Ballarat are conducting the Thursday program. For more 
information and to register your child/ren please refer to the notification on PAM. 

 

Term 2 Calendar: 

 Week 3 - Mon Apr 29th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 

& 6) 

 Week 5 - Friday May 17th - Division AFL @ Sebastopol (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 6 - Friday May 24th - Division Soccer @ Wendouree Rec Reserve (selected students 

from Yr 5/6)  

 Week 7 - Monday May 27th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division 

XC) 

 Week 7 - Friday May 31st - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 5/6  v STM @ SFX 

 Week 8 - Mon Jun 3rd/Tue 4th/Wed 5th - Golf Clinics (all students Yr 4/5/6) 

 Week 9 - Friday June 14th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 

5/6) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Have a fabulous week. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments   
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Community News 
 
Get ready to kick off the ultimate Auskick Extravaganza! The Western Bulldogs Ballarat Team is gearing up to bring 
the party to Wendouree Auskick Centre on Monday April 22nd. Get ready to dive into the action with their inflatable 
AFL Games – it's guaranteed to be an absolute blast! Don't miss out on all the fun – sign up for Auskick today and 

secure your spot in the excitement! 
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Basketball Ballarat Term 2 Community Programs 

  
Basketball Ballarat provide children with a fun and safe basketball experience that will serve as an introduction to a 
lifetime involvement in the game. A wide variety of introduction to basketball programs are ran by Basketball 
Ballarat, allowing children to start learning basketball as young as 2 years old. 
  
Basketball Ballarat’s introduction to basketball programs: 
•              Aussie Hoops – perfect for children aged 4 – 11 years 
•              All Abilities Rookie Hoops – perfect for children aged 5 – 18 years whom are living with a disability 
•              Mini Miners – perfect for kindergarten aged children, 2 – 4 years 
•              Next Level – suited for domestic players 2011-2013 born 
  
Registrations are now open for all community hoops programs, with the programs starting the week beginning May 
6th 
For more information and to register: Community – Ballarat Basketball 
  
For further details please contact Zack Cummins via email programs@ballaratbasketball.com or call reception on 
(03) 5338 1220. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:programs@ballaratbasketball.com

