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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Friday 11th October 
9.30am Mercy Day Mass  

at St Alipius Church 
 

Friday 18th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2JS 

 

Friday 25th October 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 

donations for Mercy Works 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 
1MV 

 

Friday 1st November 
Junior Sports Day at Russell 
Square for all Foundation-  

Year 2 students 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 
5JW 

 

Monday 4th November 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 8th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 

 

Friday 15th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Wed 27th & Thurs 28th Nov 

Year 5 Camp  
 

Friday 29th November 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 
donations for St Vincent de 

Paul, Ballarat East 
 

Wednesday 18th December  

Last 2024 day for students  
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 

 
Dear families, 
 
Welcome to the fourth and final term for the school 
year! It was great to welcome our 
students and families back to school this morning 
and to hear the buzz of excitement around 
the school. Let’s look out for each other this term 
and enjoy learning and being together at St. Francis 
Xavier Primary School! 

 
PRAYER FOR THE BEGINNING OF A NEW TERM 
 

Almighty God, We give you our school. 
We give you all the teachers and staff who work here. 
We give you all the children who learn here. 
We pray our school will continue to be a place of great 
discovery, adventure and creativity. 
May it be a place where we love to learn and where we 
learn to love. 
A place where everyone is respected and all are deeply 
valued. 
We ask all this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Term Dates 
Our classes commenced for fourth term this morning and we will continue for the next 
eleven weeks. The last day of school for students will be Wednesday 18th December. 
 
Mercy Mass 
Mercy Week is celebrated from September 24th and honours our history and connection 
with Catherine McAuley, who founded the Sisters of Mercy. As a Mercy school, these links 
are critical and influence all that we do, particularly through our school values of 
Compassion, Justice, Excellence, Hospitality and Respect. You are invited to join us to 
celebrate Mercy Week with the beginning of the term Mass at St. Alipius Church, Friday 
October 11th at 9.30am. All are welcome. 
 
Foundation 2025 Transition Mornings begin 
Our first Transition morning for 2025 Foundation students will occur on Friday 18th October 
between 9.30 -11.00am (Group A) and between 11.30 – 1.00pm (Group B). This is an 
important and exciting time for our newest students and we look forward to meeting them 
for their sessions. It brings once again new life to our school as we prepare for 2025. 
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New Playground 
 

After so much planning and fundraising, we are 
delighted to announce that our new playground has 
been installed over the holiday break. This 
playground has replaced the existing structure. Our 
Parents and Friends Committee has been 
outstanding in their fundraising efforts and we are 
very grateful for their tireless energy and work. 

 

 
Summer School Uniform 
With the warmer weather ahead (we can hope!), full summer uniform is required for Term Four. There will be a 
three week transition period at the beginning of the term to allow for Ballarat’s fluctuating weather, with the 
expectation that the Summer uniform will be worn consistently from Week Four. A description of the Summer 
uniform can be found on our school website and purchases can be made from Crockers. 
Please be mindful that our uniform policy also asks that students observe safety regulations regarding jewellery at all 
times.  As we are a Sunsmart school it is a requirement that we all wear hats when we are outside. Your help with 
our continued high standard of uniform requirements and expectations will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Car Park – Traffic Movement 
We wish to remind everyone at the start of this new term that the management of traffic flow at the beginning and 
end of the day is always a concern. We are fortunate that there is very little non-school traffic in the mix at these 
times. If the road signage and markings are adhered to with a good level of patience a safe environment can be 
maintained. We remind drivers to pull off to the left around the trees where the buses travel and U-turn to return 
down Fortune Street rather than cross directly across the traffic. (This is illegal!). 
Our staff car park is not to be used as a pathway to either drop your children at school or pick them up. Car spaces 
are limited and the onsite car park is for staff cars only. Many thanks for your assistance with these matters. 
 
Class Groupings 2025 
Over the next few weeks teachers will be working on formulating class groupings for 2025. In doing this, academic, 
social and emotional considerations will be taken into account to inform decisions. We are fortunate at St. Francis 
Xavier to have our teachers plan learning activities that often allow our children to mix across the year group where 
they are working alongside. 

Next year all our classes will be straight classes. Prior to teachers working on the construction of 2025 class groups, 
all children will be asked to nominate 4 children who they know they can work well with and would like to be 
considered to be in the same class in 2025. 

If you would like any requests regarding your child to be considered, please email the office at 
office@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au NO later than Monday 14th October. While all correspondence will be 
considered, the final decision will be made by the classroom teachers in consultation with Leadership.  
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Congratulations to Gemma and Tim on their Wedding Day. 

We wish them love, health and happiness as they begin their married life 
together. 

 

 

 

 

 

Zooper Doopers will be returning on Fridays, second break for 50c starting 
from week 2. 

 
 
Enjoy your week. 
 

                                                                                                                                           
 

Jane Clark,                                                                          Jayne Mohr 
Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement                   Deputy Principal/Learning Diversity 
 
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 6th, 2024       Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B)   
Gospel:  Mark 10:2-16   Some people brought their children to Jesus so he could bless them by placing his hands on 
them. But his disciples told the people to stop bothering him. When Jesus saw this, he became angry and said, “Let 
the children come to me! Don't try to stop them. People who are like these little children belong to the kingdom of 
God.  I promise you that you cannot get into God's kingdom, unless you accept it the way a child does.”  Then Jesus 
took the children in his arms and blessed them by placing his hands on them. (Gospel passage taken from CEV) 
  

Gospel reflection:  People were bringing their children to Jesus for his blessing, but the disciples tried to stop them. 
Perhaps they thought the children would bother Jesus, that he would find them too loud or lively: or maybe the 
disciples were worried that Jesus was tired or hungry and that it was time for him to rest. 
Jesus is upset and tells the disciples to let the children come to him. He says that they have a special way of looking 
at the world and of understanding things, which adults can learn from. Jesus welcomed and blessed the children 
who came to see him. He loves us all. No matter where in the world we live. Whether we are old or young, big or 
small, rich or poor. 
 In today’s gospel, Jesus welcomes the children and shows the disciples how important they are. How does it make 
you feel to know that Jesus thinks all children are important and that he wanted to listen to them? 
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Invitation to Term Four Mercy Mass 
A warm invitation is extended to all our families, friends and parish members 
who would like to join us in celebrating our start of Term Four Whole School 
Mercy Mass. 
Please know you do not have to be Catholic or a regular churchgoer to attend 
these celebrations - everyone is always welcome here at St Francis Xavier!  
  
Time: 9.30am 
Date: Friday October 11, 2024 
Venue: St Alipius Church (Victoria St Ballarat) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Welcome back after a well deserved ¾ time break, as we prepare for a big final quarter! There are still plenty of 

exciting events coming up this term that we are looking forward to. 
 
Regional Athletics 
We wish the following students all the very best as they participate in this Friday's Greater Western Regional 
Athletics: Nellie Cheeseman, Pippa Dalton, Jed Hynes, Mitch Kane, Sam Norris, Jackson Roberts,  Amelia Sordello, 
Archer Spackman and Alexis Toohey.  
 
After School - Sporting Schools 
Please refer to the PAM notification for all of the information. Confirming that both programs are limited to 25 places 
each and those that will be participating will be notified shortly. 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Monday Oct 7th - Friday Oct 11th - Swimming Program Yr 1 & 2 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 11th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
 Week 3 - Friday Oct 25th - Golf Tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
 Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 30th - Eureka Division Cricket @ TBC (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 4 - Friday Nov 1st - Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square (All students from F - Yr 2) 
 Week 6 - Friday Nov 15th - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 5/6 v St Alipius 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to Mr Down, Mr Carroll or drop into the office. 
 
Have a great week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

     

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                      

 

 


