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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Friday 18th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2JS 

 

Thursday 24th October 
Last day for Book Club 

Issue 7 orders 
 

Friday 25th October 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 

donations for Mercy Works 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 
1MV 

 

Friday 1st November 
Junior Sports Day at Russell 
Square for all Foundation-  

Year 2 students 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 
5JW 

 

Monday 4th November 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Pupil Free Day 
 

 Thursday 7th November 
3.30-6.00pm Art Exhibition 

in Gym 
 

Friday 15th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Friday 22nd November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 

 

Wed 27th & Thurs 28th Nov 

Year 5 Camp  
 

Friday 29th November 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 
donations for St Vincent de 

Paul, Ballarat East 
 

Monday 16th December 

Year 3 Camp  
 

Wednesday 18th December  

Last 2024 day for students  
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 
 

We have enjoyed a wonderful start to Term Four with students and staff stepping back into 
the swing of things with positivity and spirit.  Some of the highlights have been our 
Swimming Program, the installation of the new playground and of course, finishing the week 
with our Mercy Mass, which was celebrated last Friday at St. Alipius.   
It was especially heartwarming to share this celebration with the Sisters of Mercy who are 
such an important part of our story and our relationship with Mercy tradition.   Sister 
Veronica spoke of how our school represents the ‘guts’ of Mercy Tradition - she reminded us 
that we are love in action through the ways we interact together and look after one 
another.   
At St Francis Xavier, we work really hard to encourage and develop the Mercy values of 
Respect, Compassion, Justice, Excellence and Hospitality within our students and we are 
very proud of the ways they embody these values each and every day.  In nurturing these 
values, we promote our connection to Mercy, continue our story and most importantly, 
grow young people equipped to look after themselves, their community and the world 
around them. 
 

        
 

We continue to grow our strong tradition this week as we welcome our 2025 Foundation 
students to their first transition session.  This Friday, approximately 70 excited children will 
learn a little more about our school and life in the classroom.  We welcome each young 
person to St Francis Xavier with great enthusiasm and look forward to sharing in their 
educational journey.  
 
Invitation to Prayer 
 

Father in Heaven, please look kindly upon us and receive our heartfelt gratitude for our 
school community. 
 

Thank you for all the graces and blessings. Our food and shelter, our health, the love we 
have for one another, our family and friends. 
 

Dear Father, in Your infinite generosity, please grant us continued graces and blessing 
throughout the coming year.    Amen 
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Zooper Doopers Return    We are very excited to share that Zooper Doopers make their return for Term Four.  Please 
note that they will be available for purchase on Fridays rather than Monday.  Beginning this week, Zooper Doopers 
will be for sale for 50 cents each Friday at second break. 
 

Summer Uniform    Summer School Uniform With the warmer weather ahead (we can hope!), full summer uniform 
is required for Term Four. There will be a three week transition period at the beginning of the term to allow for 
Ballarat’s fluctuating weather, with the expectation that the Summer uniform will be worn consistently from Week 
Four. A description of the Summer uniform can be found on our school website and purchases can be made from 
Crockers. Please be mindful that our uniform policy also asks that students observe safety regulations regarding 
jewellery at all times. As we are a Sunsmart school it is a requirement that we all wear hats when we are outside. 
Your help with our continued high standard of uniform requirements and expectations will be greatly appreciated. 
 

Mark Returns    We welcome Mark back to school this week after his time on pilgrimage to Ireland with the Ballarat 
Diocesan Principals’ Group.  Mark has visited significant educational sites that speak to our Catholic tradition and 
indeed, connect us to our Mercy story.  We look forward to hearing Mark’s stories and from learning from the 
experiences he has witnessed.  Welcome home, Mark. 
 

Enjoy your week. 
 
                                                                                                                                           

Jayne Mohr                                                                         Jane Clark,  
Deputy Principal/Learning Diversity                            Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 
News from Mr. Hogbin 
It’s great to be back at school after some time away. In the last week of term 3 I was able to participate in in a 
spiritual heritage pilgrimage to Ireland with other Catholic principals from across the diocese. The pilgrimage was led 
by Fr. Justin Driscoll and focused on the many religious orders who left Ireland in the mid-19th century to educate the 
children of the Ballarat gold fields in faith. At the conclusion of the pilgrimage, I also took some long service leave to 
enjoy a break before coming back today. I would like to thank our staff for ensuring that our school continued to run 
smoothly while I was away. In particular, I would like to acknowledge Ms. Clark and Ms. Mohr who led the school in 
my absence, backed up by our super office admin team. It was certainly reassuring to know that our school was so 
capably led while I was away. 
 

One thing that I have been reflecting upon since my return, (among many thoughts!) is how fortunate we are to have 
been formed both physically and spiritually by the Mercy Sisters in Ballarat. When I spent some time in Mercy House 
in Baggot Street, Dublin I felt proud of our Mercy traditions and how we celebrate these every day across our school. 
The work of Catherine McAuley really is alive and well today and our children benefit from that experience. Even the 
presence of our own Sisters of Mercy at our Mercy Day Mass last Friday reminds us of how strong our links are and 
how much we value the Mercy Charism at Saint Francis Xavier primary school today. 
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 12th, 2024       Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
Gospel: Mark 10:17-25 
 As Jesus was starting on his way again, a man ran up, knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I 
do to receive eternal life?” 
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus asked him. “No one is good except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do 
not commit murder; do not commit adultery; do not steal; do not accuse anyone falsely; do not cheat; respect your 
father and your mother.’” 
“Teacher,” the man said, “ever since I was young, I have obeyed all these commandments.” 
Jesus looked straight at him with love and said, “You need only one thing. Go and sell all you have and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; then come and follow me.” When the man heard this, gloom 
spread over his face, and he went away sad, because he was very rich. 
Jesus looked round at his disciples and said to them, “How hard it will be for rich people to enter the Kingdom of 
God!” 
The disciples were shocked at these words, but Jesus went on to say, “My children, how hard it is to enter the 
Kingdom of God! It is much harder for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God than for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle.”    (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection: The rich man asks Jesus what he must do to have eternal life. What does Jesus say? Jesus reminds 
the man of the Ten Commandment.  
The man says that he has followed all of the commandments, so Jesus gives him an extra challenge. Jesus asked the 
man to share what he had to and to give money to people who are poor. Once he had done this, Jesus said, the man 
could follow him. 
   

Jesus does not mean for us to give away everything we have. In a broader context, he wants us to consider the 
Earth’s resources, protecting both the human and other-than-human.  If we have more than enough resources, we 
need to share what we have with others, so all people in the world have the things that they need. It is important to 
share things so that everyone has enough and so that the world is a fairer place for everyone to live.  
  

Our Challenge: How will you try to make the world a fairer place? What will you share with others? (Adapted from 

CAFOD Website) 
 

 
 
 
MERCY DAY MASS 
Thank you to our Assistant Parish Priest Fr Matt for celebrating Mass with us 
at St Alipius Church last Friday. We welcomed several of the local Sisters of 
Mercy-their presence and support are a reminder of our wonderful history 
and the values of Catherine McAuley that our school holds dear. Thank you to 
all the families, friends and parish members who joined us and to the 
students, who were so interested, reverent, curious and who participated in 
our celebration beautifully. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
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Curriculum News 
 
 

Welcome back to Term 4. We are already in the swing of things and making plans for the coming weeks and 2025. 
 

Class teachers will once again be following our assessment schedule and will begin in week 3 with PAT testing. PAT 
testing helps all students make ongoing learning progress. Teachers use the assessment data to identify learning 
needs, target teaching and monitor growth. 
Years 1-2 will complete PAT - Reading 5th  
Years 3-6 will complete PAT - Reading 5th, PAT Grammar and Punctuation and PAT Spelling 
Years 1-6 will complete SA Spelling after week 4.  
These assessments add to teachers'/children’s knowledge and add more data for our upcoming Semester 2 reports.  
 

     
 
Here at St Francis Xavier we use Inquisitive as a guide for our Inquiry learning. We closely connect it with our 
Structured Literacy lessons so the children are being immersed and taught vocabulary which will assist them in their 
Inquiry. Every Inquisitive lesson starts with a key inquiry question from the curriculum that ignites curiosity. 
Scaffolded learning activities provide rich opportunities for student voice, collaboration and discussion. Topics will 
include areas from: 
 
Foundation:  Science and Geography 
Year 1: Science and Geography 
Year 2: Science and Geography 
Year 3: Science, Geography and Civics & Citizenship 
Year 4: Science, Geography and Civics & Citizenship 
Year 5: Science, Geography and Economics & Business 
Year 6: Science, Geography and Economics & Business 
 
Keep an eye out for real time learning from your children on Seesaw. 

 

Week of October 6 - October 13 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

 
148 

New Student Posts 

 
18 

Comments 
 

 

  

Enjoy your week, 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 

https://app.seesaw.me/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Regional Athletics 
Congratulations and well done to the 9 students that were involved in last 
Friday's Greater Western Regional Athletics. They all tried their best and 
performed exceptionally well with many PB's and fantastic results. A special 
mention to Archer who won the 1500m and came 2nd in the 800m to qualify for 
the State event later this term. 
 
Junior Sports Day 
A Special event on our calendar is the Junior Sports Day for students in 
Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2. This day is an opportunity for the students to put 
into practice many of the skills that they have learnt and developed throughout 
the year in Physical Education classes in a fun and enjoyable way. Please refer to 
the PAM notification for more information. 
 
After School - Sporting Schools Program 
 
Monday - Hockey - Oct 21/28, Nov 11/18/25 Dec 2 (3:30pm-4:30pm) 
Mollie Arnts, Teddy Bannan, Meredith, James & Laura Bodnar, Lilly Bye, Alfie Heywood, Harriet Howard, Charlie & 
Oscar Johnson, Harry Jolly, Sahesi Kariyawasam, Harriet Le Grand, Lucinda Leonard, Tom Maher, Oscar Martin, 
Flynn & Hudson McKay, Rahui Munokoa, Charlie & Hudson Ryan, Harvey & Isabelle Slater, Nicolas Taylor & Nevon 
Thuse 
 
 
Thursday - Basketball - Oct 31, Nov 7/14/21/28 Dec 5 (3:30pm-4:30pm) 
Huxson & Zarli Backman, Harley Bye, Hazel & Lachlan De Lorenzo, Daulat Gill, Jasper & Scarlett Govan, Thomas & 
Will Green, Beau, Malo & Remy Hansen, Sam Hill, Charlie & Oscar Kersley, Albie Kirby, Reuben Molloy, Thiago 
Motta Crespo, Willow Prato, Cooper, Hughey, Austin & Jackson Roberts & Lawrence Wilson 
 
Division Cricket 
Tryouts will be conducted this Wednesday for Year 5 & 6 boys and girls wishing to participate in the Week 4 Division 
Cricket tournament. 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 3 - Friday Oct 25th - Golf Tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
 Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 30th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 4 - Friday Nov 1st - Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square (All students from F - Yr 2 + Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
 Week 6 - Friday Nov 15th - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 5/6 v St Alipius 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down, Mr Carroll or drop into the office. 
 
 
 
Have a great week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

     

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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Come Join Us 
Still room for more participants 

Brown Hill Cricket Club Juniors. 
Training Tuesday nights for 

U11’s, U13’s &U15’s 
Brown Hill Reserve 4.30pm 

      U15 Coaches: Paul Grech      0457709629 

                                Mark Williamson 0427488602 

        U13 Coach:    Nathan Porter 0457066781 

        U11 Coach:    Phillip Knowles 0407399971 
                        

Woolworths Cricket Blast 
Commencing Friday 25th October 

Brown Hill Reserve 4.30pm 

Require Further Information: 

Contact: Phillip Knowles 0407399971 
                  Phillip.knowles1960@gmail.com 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         13. 

 

 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         14. 

 

 

   
 

Basketball Ballarat Term 4 Community Programs 
Basketball Ballarat offers children a fun and safe way to experience basketball, setting them up for a lifelong love of 
the game. We run a variety of introductory programs, catering to children as young as 2 years old. 
Our introduction programs include: 

 Aussie Hoops – Ideal for kids aged 4 to 11, including All Girls Programs 

 All Abilities Rookie Hoops – For kids aged 5 to 18 with disabilities 

 Mini Miners – Perfect for kindergarten-aged children, 2 to 4 years old 

 Next Level – For domestic players born 2011-2013 
Registrations are now open, with programs starting the week of October 21st. For more information and to sign up, 
visit Basketball Ballarat Community Programs. 
For further details, please feel free to contact me, Zack Cummins, via email at programs@ballaratbasketball.com or 
call reception on (03) 5338 1220. 
 

https://www.ballaratbasketball.com/community-programs/
mailto:programs@ballaratbasketball.com


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         15. 

 

 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         16. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 


