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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 

Thursday 24th October 
Last day for Book Club 

Issue 7 orders 
 

School Disco in gym 
Gold coin entry. 

4.15-5pm Foundation/Yr 1 
5.00-5.45pm Year 2 & Year 3 
5.45-6.30pm Year 4 & Year 5 

6.30-7.30pm Year 6 
 

Friday 25th October 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 

donations for Mercy Works 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 
1MV 

 

Tuesday 29th October 
5 & 6pm  Live Music 

Showcase in Year 2/3 
building.  Gold coin entry. 

 

Wednesday 30th October 
5 & 6pm  Live Music 

Showcase in Year 2/3 
building.  Gold coin entry. 

 

Thursday 31st October 
6pm  Live Music Showcase 
in Year 2/3 building.  Gold 

coin entry. 
 

Friday 1st November 
Junior Sports Day at Russell 
Square for all Foundation-  

Year 2 students 
 

Monday 4th November 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Tuesday 5th November 
Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Pupil Free Day 
 

 Thursday 7th November 
3.30-6.00pm Art Exhibition 

in our Gym.  Gold coin entry. 
 

Friday 15th November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Friday 22nd November 
2.40pm Assembly led by 5JW 

 

Free Wonka movie night on 
school oval. 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Our school has certainly been busy over the past few weeks. It has been delightful to see our 
newest members of the school community coming along to the Transition mornings for 
Foundation classes of 2025. The children are learning a little about what they can expect 
next year, and mums and dads are learning a lot about how to drop off their children 
knowing that they will be cared for in their absence. There is so much yet to learn and over 
the next few weeks we will continue to learn together. 
 

We had approximately 20 school Principals visit our school last Friday. It was terrific to be 
able to welcome them to Saint Francis Xavier and to speak about our curriculum 
developments over recent years. Some of the Principals know our school very well and all 
were pleased to see how our beautiful school looks at this time of year. I assured them that 
this was due to the dedication of staff and volunteers who give their time to ensure that our 
school is looking at its best always. For some of our visitors, the sense of space was the 
cause of great envy! 
 

We had a film crew at school this week. Our commitment to 
teaching Auslan as a language choice in our school is something 
that we are all very proud of and this week our staff and students 
were filmed as part of a resource bank for other schools to draw 
on. Auslan is becoming a very popular language choice in many 
schools now so we were delighted to be asked if we could assist in 
this way. With our language coach Chantelle assisting us, we can 
confidently say that our students are growing in their knowledge 
every day. 
 

I did say that school life is busy!  
  
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 

Educator Appreciation Week 
This week we are celebrating all the great people who work in our school 
to assist our students with their education. From our Teachers to our 
Learning Support Officers, Administration staff and Maintenance teams. 
We say thank you! Our children learn in an environment where the 
Mercy values of respect, justice, compassion, hospitality and excellence 

are practiced every day and we are proud to be able to call Saint Francis Xavier our 
workplace of choice. To all of our staff, we say “Happy Educator Appreciation Week!” 
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Wed 27th & Thurs 28th Nov 

Year 5 Camp  
 

Friday 29th November 
Free Dress Day – gold coin 
donations for St Vincent de 

Paul, Ballarat East 
 

2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 
 

Thursday 12th December 
Year 6 Graduation 

 

Monday 16th December 

Year 3 Camp  
 

Tuesday 17th December 
5pm  Community Christmas 

Carols at school  
 

Wednesday 18th December  

Last 2024 day for students  
 

News from the Parents & Friends Committee 
 

 Our new adventure playground is up and running! We would like to thank the 

parents (especially Zake Raine for his machinery) who gave so generously of their 

time to ensure that it was installed safely for the children. You are champions! 

 

 Hot Chocolates are now finished for the year. Thank you to Robyn and Lisa for 

coordinating this fundraiser for us. Thanks also to the team who turned up each 

week to help us out. 

 
 We are now receiving donations for our end of year raffle. Please assist if you can! 

Contact Steph Nunn on 0466 096 488 or email stephanienunn@outlook.com.au for 

more information. 

 
 Don’t forget our super FREE MOVIE NIGHT at school on Friday 22 November. We will 

gather to watch Wonka on the school oval. See you there!  BYO food and chair and 

settle in for a fun outdoor cinema night. 

 
 Community Christmas Carols will be celebrated on Tuesday 17 December at school 

from 5.00pm. We will have Carboni’s pre-order pizzas/platter boxes available as well 

as hot dogs, paella, ice-creams, brownies, slushies, popcorn, fairy floss and lollies 

available for sale on the night or feel free to pack your own picnic!  Photo booth and 

face painting. 

 
 Don’t forget our school Disco will be held on Thursday evening in the gym. The 

children are looking forward to a great evening of dancing fun. See you there! 

 

 
 

Thursday 24th October Disco  
Foundation & Year 1: (4:15 -5:00) 
Year 2 & Year 3: (5:00 - 5:45) 
Year 4 & Year 5 (5:45 - 6.30) 
Year 6: (6:30 - 7:30) 

 Gold coin entry!  

 Lollies, popcorn, slushies and fairy floss available to purchase.  

 Volunteers will be needed on the night.  

 Please note entry is via the top gate, kids will dance then eat and drink when 

they finish. (No food/drink is allowed in the gym) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stephanienunn@outlook.com.au
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Our LIVE MUSIC SHOWCASE EVENINGS are just around the corner! Children who participate in extracurricular music 
lessons with Hattie, Chris and Lauren will share their learning on Oct 29, 30 and 31. With 96 children sharing their 
learning across three nights, our showcase evenings are designed to be an informal opportunity where we celebrate 
the learning of every child. Entry is via gold coin donation (to offset costs) and everyone is welcome! 
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COME ALONG TO OUR ST FRANCIS XAVIER ART EXHIBITION!  
 

On Thursday November 7th from 3.30pm to 6pm, families and special friends are invited along to our St Francis 
Xavier gym to see the wonderful artwork that our artists have created during their Visual Arts classes in 2024.   
We can't wait to celebrate our amazing artists with you! 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         5. 

 

 

 
 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         6. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         7. 

 

 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 19th, 2024       Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 
Gospel: Mark 10:35-45 
 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus. “Teacher,” they said, “there is something we want you to 
do for us.” “What is it?” Jesus asked them. They answered, “When you sit on your throne in your glorious Kingdom, 
we want you to let us sit with you, one at your right and one at your left.” 
When the other ten disciples heard about it, they became angry with James and John. So Jesus called them all 
together to him and said, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the heathen have power over them, 
and the leaders have complete authority. This, however, is not the way it is among you. If one of you wants to be 
great, he must be the servant of the rest; and if one of you wants to be first, he must be the slave of all. For even the 
Son of Man did not come to be served; he came to serve and to give his life to redeem many people. (Gospel passage 

taken from Good News Translation) 

 
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from today’s reading? 
The other disciples start to get cross, because they felt that James and John were showing off and thought they were 
the best and most important friends. 
Can you think of a time when you got angry because someone else was showing off about how important they are? 
Perhaps someone was showing off that they were the best footballer or that they had better shoes or toys than you? 
Can you remember what Jesus said?  Jesus said that the greatest friend was not the one who went around showing 
off, but that the greatest friend must be humble and helping others in all that they do. 
 
Our Challenge: Can you think of ways you can help people at home and at school this coming week? What will you 
do this week to help others around the world? 
 

 
 
Free Dress Day- This Friday October 25! 
What a busy and exciting start to Term Four we have had!  
This Friday is a Free Dress Day and we ask each child to please bring 
a gold coin donation. This week the money collected will be donated 
to support MercyWorks. 
 
 
 

What is MercyWorks?  

 
 

MercyWorks is a not-for-profit charity organisation supporting long term development projects in Australia and the 
South-East Asia Pacific region, including Papua New Guinea, The Philippines and Timor-Leste. They work with some 
of the most challenged and vulnerable people and communities towards dignity and self reliance. MercyWorks run 
world-class programs that engage in partnership with challenged communities to enjoy the right to basic resources, 
such as education, healthcare and social services 
From providing education support to refugee and Indigenous students in Australia, to providing agricultural training 
in remote communities in Papua New Guinea, to reducing the rates of malnutrition in Timor-Leste, to walking with 
young women and girls who have experienced human trafficking in the Philippines, MercyWorks help improve the 
lives of vulnerable people.  
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Why do we ask the students to share what they have? 
St Francis Xavier Primary School is a Catholic school and a Mercy school and this means that we teach Catholic 
Christian values to our students. These values are inspired by the behaviour of Jesus, who healed the sick, taught 
people, helped those in need and cared for all people no matter their nationality or religion. These are also the 
values that Catherine McAuley followed when she began the Sisters of Mercy in the 1800s. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
 

Curriculum News 
 
 

Class teachers will once again be following our assessment schedule 
and will begin this week with Progressive Achievement Tests (PAT 
testing). PAT testing helps all students make ongoing learning 
progress. Teachers use the assessment data to identify learning 
needs, target teaching and monitor growth. 
Years 1-2 will complete PAT - Reading 5th  
Years 3-6 will complete PAT - Reading 5th, PAT Grammar and 
Punctuation and PAT Spelling 
Years 1-6 will complete SA Spelling week 5 

These assessments add to teachers'/childrens' knowledge and add more data for our upcoming Semester 2 reports. 
 
Keep an eye out for real time learning from your children on Seesaw. Many thanks to the families who not only visit 
their child's Seesaw posts but also acknowledge that they have seen the post. A short comment can add so much 
affirmation to the child and it also lets the teacher know that you have visited the site. 
Keep up the great work with this as it is just another form of building connections between home and school.  
 

 

Week of October 13 - October 20 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 
 

 
56 

New Student Posts 

 
16 

Comments 
 

 

  

    
 
 
Enjoy your week, 

 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 

https://app.seesaw.me/
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 
 

Division Golf Tournament 
This Friday we look forward to the Division Golf Tournament just up the road at Mt Xavier Golf Club. Following the 
Golf Clinics last Term, Tony selected a strong group of students to participate in this event. We wish the following 
students all the best: 
Bertie S, Macklin S, Sam N, Paddy D, Jackson R, Emily B, Xavier M, Levi C, James B, Hannah F, Rhys B, Alexander P, Nic 
G, Jed H, Evie S, Zara T, Billy C, Harry H, Ed L, Cooper M, Angus B, Will M, Mila K, Charlie K, Lachlan P, Stella R, Archer S, 
Harriet LG, Oscar T, Norgan M, Harper L, Pippa D, Laine A, Mila S, Olivia K, Orion M, Sophia SL, Beau H, Jack E, Monty H 
& Lottie R 
 
Junior Sports Day 
A Special event on our calendar is the Junior Sports Day for students in Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2. This day is an 
opportunity for the students to put into practice many of the skills that they have learnt and developed throughout 
the year in Physical Education classes in a fun and enjoyable way. Please refer to the PAM notification for more 
information. 
 
After School - Sporting Schools Program 
Monday - Hockey - Oct 21/28, Nov 11/18/25 Dec 2 (3:30pm-4:30pm) 
Mollie Arnts, Teddy Bannan, Meredith, James & Laura Bodnar, Lilly Bye, Alfie Heywood, Harriet Howard, Charlie & 
Oscar Johnson, Harry Jolly, Sahesi Kariyawasam, Harriet Le Grand, Lucinda Leonard, Tom Maher, Oscar Martin, 
Flynn & Hudson McKay, Rahui Munokoa, Charlie & Hudson Ryan, Harvey & Isabelle Slater, Nicolas Taylor & Nevon 
Thuse 
 
Thursday - Basketball - Oct 31, Nov 7/14/21/28 Dec 5 (3:30pm-4:30pm) 
Huxson & Zarli Backman, Harley Bye, Hazel & Lachlan De Lorenzo, Daulat Gill, Jasper & Scarlett Govan, Thomas & 
Will Green, Beau, Malo & Remy Hansen, Sam Hill, Charlie & Oscar Kersley, Albie Kirby, Reuben Molloy, Thiago 
Motta Crespo, Willow Prato, Cooper, Hughey, Austin & Jackson Roberts & Lawrence Wilson 
 

Term 4: 

 Week 3 - Friday Oct 25th - Golf Tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 30th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from 

Yr 5/6) 

 Week 4 - Friday Nov 1st - Junior Sports Day @ Russell Square (All students from F - Yr 2 + Yr 6 Sports 

Captains) 

 Week 6 - Friday Nov 15th - Interschool Sport ALL Yr 5/6 v St Alipius 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down, Mr Carroll or drop into the office. 
 
 
Have a fantastic week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    18th October    Hosted by 2JS    Theme: Excellence. 
We show our personal best. 

Excellence means being the best person we can be. 
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 

 

FLH Patrick Olechnowicz & Sadie Porter 4GH Sadie Buntsma and Henry Flynn 

FGJ Ava Kelishadi & Arpan Shrestha 4ML Eliza Hanrahan and Noah Rice 

FTW Scottie Toohey & Parker Davis 4BO Paddy Dwyer and Sienna Morton 

FMM Tex Olszewski & Will Nicholls  5CC Murphy Noonan and Marli Ward 

1JS Indi Nestor & Aurorah Rivett  5MA Noah Chibnall and Elly Kane 

1EM Hudson McKay and Remy Hansen 5JW Riley Ponsonby and Claudia Cochrane 

1MV Birdie Toohey and Harriet Walshe 6PB Eden Howard and Archer Spackman 

2RR Winter James and Oakley Smith 6ZA Orion Morton and Sofia St Louis 

2CK Edward Giblett and Nicolas Taylor 6MM Laura Bodnar and Xavier Uljanic 

2JS Edie Giles and Ivy Dorning EE Margot Castles & Nicholas Hyland 

3JE Bertie Stanley and Myah Rivett PA  

3JV Jameson Campbell and Willow Prato VA Noah Rice and Sutton Answer 

3DW Eddie Anderson and Ella Wilson PE Bridie Millington and Henry Flynn 

  Tch Lois Cummins and Sophie White 
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