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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 7th Oct – Fri 20th Dec 

 
 

Tuesday 17th December 
Year 3 Camp 

 

5pm for 5.30pm start 
Community Christmas 

Carols at school  
 

Wednesday 18th December  

Last 2024 day for students  
 

Wednesday 29th January 
First 2025 day for students 

 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 

Welcome to our last newsletter for the 2024 school year. Over the past four terms we have 
worked hard to educate and build a community at Saint Francis Xavier school, and we are 
certainly feeling very proud of our efforts. We hope that you are too! 
 

On your behalf, I would like to say a big thank you to our staff who work so hard to meet the 
needs of all children. Their dedication to teaching and supporting all students is evident in 
their daily interactions across our school. So, to our office staff, support staff, maintenance 
crew, and teachers, we say Thank you! 
 

I would also like to thank our parents for your ongoing support. Your desire to see your 
children learning and growing in a supportive Catholic community is what we work together 
to achieve. So, to you we say Thank you! 
 
 

Lastly, to our students. You are the reason why our school exists. For you we come to school each day and with you 
we build our learning community. You have worked hard this year, and you have earned your holidays. Thank you! 
 

I wish all members of our school community a very happy Christmas. May the blessings of the infant Jesus be with 
you at this special time. May your time together be blessed and may your summer holidays be full of fun and 
adventure. 
 
Happy Christmas! 
 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 16th December 2024 
Term 4 Week 11 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         2. 

 

 

 

 

Community Carols 
Please come along and join in the fun of our Community Carols on Tuesday 17 
December from 5pm for a 5.30pm start. We will gather on the oval and you are 
welcome to bring along a picnic rug, food etc. to enjoy a family evening together. 
Our Parents & Friends committee has organised for some food vans to be available if 
you would like to purchase items on the night. See you there! 

 

Farewell Staff of 2024 

 We say farewell to Mrs. Emma Egan at the end of this school 

year. Emma has been a much-valued teacher in our school and 

most recently, our Literacy Leader and member of the school 

leadership team. We wish Emma all the very best as she takes a 

year away from us to work with teachers across the diocese of 

Sandhurst. How lucky they are to have such a talented educator 

to join their team.  

 We say a fond farewell to Ms. Georgia Hudson and Miki Vranesic at the end of this school year. 

Georgia and Miki are planning to explore the world in 2025. While we will miss their presence in our school. 

We hope that they can enjoy every moment of their travels and return with many exciting stories to tell. 

 We say farewell to Mr. Jesse Walsh this week. Jesse has enjoyed a year of teaching in Year 3 this year.  We 

wish you well Jesse for the next chapter! 

 We say farewell to Mrs. Julia Walker this year. Julia joined us to teach the 2024 Year 5 class. All the best for 

next year Julia! 

 We say farewell to Mr. Tom Willmott this week. Tom has been in the Foundation team this year and is 

heading off to teach at St. Patrick’s primary school in Gordon. All the best for 2025 Tom! 

 We say farewell to Ms. Bec Warr this week. Bec has been a co-teacher in Year 3 this year. We wish you all 

the best for 2025 Bec as you head off to Saint Patrick’s College. 

 We say farewell to Mrs. Michelle Jans this week. Michelle has been a much-valued member of our Learning 

Support team this year. Best of luck with the next chapter Michelle as you celebrate the birth of one 

grandchild and await the birth of more grandchildren! 

Congratulations Mrs. Toohey 
We offer our congratulations to Ms. Jess Van Gaans who became Mrs. Toohey last week. We wish Jess and Dan all 
the very best as they commence married life together. 
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Congratulations Caitlin and Pat 
We offer our congratulations to Caitlin and Pat on the arrival of Charlie, who was born yesterday. 

             
 
Parents & Friends News 
We would like to thank our Parents & Friends committee who have worked tirelessly throughout the year to raise 
funds and build community. So many things have been achieved this year by our volunteers and we are very proud 
of them. Thank you to our committee who keep working for our school. We appreciate your efforts very much! We 
also acknowledge the dedication of Stephanie Nunn who has led the team for the past two years. An amazing effort! 
Thanks Steph! 
 
Year 3 Day Camp 
Due to extreme weather, our planned day camp at Log Cabin lodge was postponed today. This will now occur 
tomorrow and children will return to school by the end of the school day for Community Carols. Enjoy the day 
tomorrow children! 
 
End of Term – Start of Term 
Classes cease for the 2024 school year on Wednesday 18 December at 3.15pm. Our new school year commences on 
Wednesday 29 January 2025. Happy holidays! 
 
Bushfire at Risk Register  
 
Hello Families, 
 
As you would be aware, St Francis Xavier Primary School is on the BARR (Bushfire at Risk Register).   
  
Schools listed on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is 
determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of those at high 
bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR. 
  
Recently we were directed to send you information regarding the school closing on days that were determined as an 
Extreme fire danger rating day.  Please note that this is not the case, our school will remain open on days of Extreme 
FDR.  There may be times when additional circumstances might require our school to make a decision regarding 
community safety and school operations. 
  
Thank you for your understanding and apologies for any confusion this communication may have caused. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mark Hogbin 
Principal 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday December 15th, 2024    Third Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
 Gospel: Luke 3:10-18 
The people asked [John the Baptist], “What are we to do, then?” 
He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must give one to the man who has none, and whoever has food must share 
it.” 
Some tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what are we to do?” 
“Don't collect more than is legal,” he told them. 
Some soldiers also asked him, “What about us? What are we to do?” 
He said to them, “Don't take money from anyone by force or accuse anyone falsely. Be content with your pay.” 
People's hopes began to rise, and they began to wonder whether John perhaps might be the Messiah. So John said 
to all of them, “I baptize you with water, but someone is coming who is much greater than I am. I am not good 
enough even to untie his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. He has his winnowing shovel with 
him, to thresh out all the grain and gather the wheat into his barn; but he will burn the chaff in a fire that never goes 
out.” 
In many different ways John preached the Good News to the people and urged them to change their ways. 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 

 
Gospel reflection: The people ask John the Baptist what they should be doing to prepare for the coming of Christ.   
John says that everyone needs to share what they have. We all need food, water, and somewhere safe to live. Some 
of us in this country and in countries around the world struggle to get enough food, to get clean water to drink, to go 
to school, to get medicine or to have a safe place to live. 
  
We also all need people to share our worries with, and who are willing to share their time with us to help us. We all 
need people who love us and care for us. 
Are you always good at sharing?  
 
Our Challenge: What could you do this week to share and spread some joy in our world? How 
could you share joy with someone who is lonely, poor or who needs some help (either locally or 
around the world? 

 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
 

Curriculum News 
 
Seesaw Posts: Keep an eye out for our final Seesaw posts for the year! Last week was a busy one, with plenty of 
updates added to your child’s journal. We encourage you to take some time to browse through these posts and 
celebrate all the wonderful moments and achievements from 2024.   
 
Week of December 8 - December 15 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

 
554 

New Student Posts 
 

 
30 

Comments 
 

 
 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Assessment & Reporting –Semester Two Reports 
 

 

Semester Two Reports: We are pleased to let you know that your child’s End of Year School Report will be ready to 
download from the Parent Access Module (PAM) site today at 4:00pm. These reports provide a detailed summary of 
your child’s achievements during Semester Two. 

Each report has been thoughtfully prepared by your child’s teacher, carefully reviewed by a year-level team 
member, and checked by the Leadership Team to ensure it is accurate and easy to understand. We are incredibly 
proud of the effort and care our teachers have put into creating personalised and meaningful feedback for each 
student. 

We encourage you to take some time to read through the report and discuss it with your child. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to acknowledge and celebrate their hard work, progress, and achievements throughout the 2024 school 
year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a healthy and happy 2025. 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

2025 SFX SPORTS DATES 

Term 1: 

 Week 4 - Tuesday Feb 18th - SFX Athletics Day @ Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students) 

 Week 4 - Friday Feb 21st - District Swimming @ (venue TBC) (nominated students from Yr 4, 5 & 6)  
 

Term 2: 

 Week 3 - Wed May 7th - Division AFL @  venue TBC (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 4 - Mon May 12th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
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 Week 6 - Wednesday May 28th - Division Soccer @ Morshead Park, Redan - venue TBC (selected 

students from Yr 5/6)  

 Week 7 - Friday June 6th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 

Term 3: 

 Week 4 - Friday Aug 15th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students 

from Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 5 - Friday Aug 22nd - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 Week 8 - Thursday Sep 11th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
 

Term 4: 

 Week 1 - Friday Oct 10th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 4, 5 & 6) 

 Week 4 - Friday Oct 31st - SFX Junior Sports Day -  (all students in F-2) 

 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 5th - Eureka Division Cricket (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 
 

Have a great week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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