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Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Tue 28th Jan – Fri 4th Apr 

 

Monday 3rd March 
6pm P&F meeting  

in staff room 
 

Tuesday 4th March 
Ctrl Your Scroll Parent 
Information Session 

5-6pm in the gym 
 

Wednesday 5th March 
Foundation Rest Day 

 

Thursday 6th March 
10.30am or 6pm at  

St Alipius Church 
Compulsory information 

session for parents of those 
Year 4 or older students 

wishing to make their 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

this year. 
 

Friday 7th March 
2.40pm Assembly led by 5CC 

 

Monday 10th March 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 11th March 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Wednesday 12th March 
Foundation at School 

 

Friday 14th March 
2.40pm Assembly led by 4KB 

 

7-11pm SFX Mix & Mingle 
on lower oval  

 

Friday 21st March 
2.40pm Assembly led by 3JT 

 

Sunday 23rd March 
10am-1pm  

Garden Working Bee 
 

Wednesday 26th March 
Student Led Conferences 

3.30-7.00pm 
 

Friday 28th March 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2RR 

 

Tuesday 1st April 
Student Led Conferences 

3.30-7.00pm 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear Families, 
 

This week, we enter an important season in the Catholic Church. On Wednesday at 9:00 AM, 
our students will gather in the gym to observe Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of 
Lent. We warmly invite you to join us in prayer as we begin this sacred journey together. 
 

Lent is a significant time in the Church calendar, spanning 40 days of reflection and 
preparation for Easter. During this season, we focus on three key practices: prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. These invite us to grow spiritually by deepening our faith, making small 
sacrifices, and extending kindness to others. 
 

Through prayer, we seek guidance and open our hearts to God’s presence. Fasting 
encourages us to give up something meaningful as a way to practice self-discipline and 
gratitude. Almsgiving calls us to support those in need, reminding us of the importance of 
generosity and compassion. Though Lent may seem like a quiet time, it is actually a season of 
profound personal and spiritual challenge. 
 

As we receive ashes on our foreheads this Wednesday, we are reminded that Lent is a time 
for renewal. It is an opportunity to look beyond ourselves so that when Easter arrives, we can 
celebrate with joyful and open hearts. 
 

We warmly invite you to join us on this meaningful journey. 
 

God bless, 
 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 

A Prayer for Ash Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 
God our Father,  

You formed us from the dust of the Earth. You brought us to new life by the 

work of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. As we journey through these forty days 

of Lent, help us to see Jesus in everyone we meet. Help us to serve Him in all 

persons, especially the poor, sick, and lonely. Amen. 
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Friday 4th April 
12.40pm Assembly led by 

1JS 
 

Last day of Term 1 
 

Term 2 (11 weeks) 
Mon 21st Apr – Fri 4th Jul 

 

Monday 21st April 
Easter Monday Public 

Holiday - Pupil free day 
 

Tuesday 22nd April 
Pupil free day 

 

Wednesday 23rd April 
Pupil free day 

 

Thursday 24th April 
Pupil free day 

 

Friday 25th April 
ANZAC Day Public Holiday 

Pupil free day  
 

Friday 2nd May 
Term 2 Mass 

 

Frida  y 9th May 
Mothers’/Special Friends’ 

Day Liturgy 
 

Friday 16th May 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6ZA 

 

Thursday 22nd May 
Foundation/Prep 2026 

applications close. 
 

Friday 23rd May 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

5SMC 
 

Friday 30th May 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

4ML 
 

Friday 6th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

3DGS 
 

Monday 9th June 
King’s Birthday Public 

Holiday 

Pupil free day  
 

Wed 11th – Fri 13th June 
Year 6 Urban Camp 

 

Friday 13th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 2TS 

 

Friday 20th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

1EM 
 

Friday 27th June 
2.40pm Assembly led by FGJ 

 

Friday 4th July 
No Assembly 

 

Term 3 (9 weeks) 
Mon 21st Jul – Fri 19th Sep 

 

Control Your Scroll 
Our senior students will have a great opportunity to learn from the experts from Control Your 
Scroll this week. This team works with schools across the state to educate about how to use 
technology safely by developing life long digital habits which can improve wellbeing and 
digital health. As part of this event, the team will be offering a free parent’s session from 
5.00-6.00pm in the library on Tuesday. Please join us as we learn together about how to 
survive and thrive in a digital world. 
 
Labour Day Holiday 
No classes will be held at school on Monday 10 March due to the long weekend. A reminder 
that our school will also be closed on Tuesday 11 March for Staff Professional 
Development. We hope that all families can enjoy some special time together next Monday 
and Tuesday. 
 
Basketball Courts Update 

Our repairs to the basketball courts are 
now complete. Some of our wonderful 
Year 6 children gave them a test run for 
us last Friday and we are told that they 
are a vast improvement on what we 
had! From today all students are free 
to play in this area at break times. We 
are looking at resurfacing the courts in 
time, but we are hoping to schedule 
this over a holiday period. 

 
School Drop Off & Pick Up 
Our school is very busy at drop off and pick up times each day. Please be mindful of young 
children and families if you are parked anywhere near the school especially if reversing out of 
parking spaces. If we all work together, we can help to make times of heavy congestion a 
little easier for everybody. 
 
Foundation 2026 
Do you have a child to enroll in our school for 2026? If so, please notify the office so that you 
can be included in our class lists. Places are filling fast! 
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Friday 25th July 
Start of Term Mass 

 

Friday 1st August 
2.40pm Assembly led by FLP 

 

Friday 8th August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

1GT 
 

Friday 15th August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

2MH 
 

Mon 18th – Fri 22nd Aug 
Book Week 

 

Friday 22nd August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 3LL 

 

Friday 29th August 
2.40pm Assembly led by 4JS 

 

Friday 5th September 
Fathers’ Day/Special 

Friends’ Liturgy  
Friday 12th September 

2.40pm Assembly led by 5ZP 
 

Friday 19th September 
12.40pm Assembly led by 

FBOK 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Friday 10th October 
Start of Term/Mercy Day 

Mass  
 

Friday 17th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

FTW 
 

Friday 24th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 

6MM 
 

Friday 31st October 
Junior Sports Day 

All Foundation-Year 2 
students 

 

Monday 3rd November 
Pupil free day 

 

Tuesday 4th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 

Holiday 
Pupil free day 

 

Friday 7th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 14th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 21st November 
No Assembly 

 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

Ctrl Your Scroll – Parent Information Session  
Our Year 5 and 6 students are in the Ctrl Your Scroll program, learning how to build healthier 
digital habits. Now, it's your turn! 
Join us for an important discussion on managing screen time and fostering healthy digital 
habits for children. Learn practical strategies from the Ctrl Your Scroll program and discover 
how you can support your child in navigating the digital world. While the program focuses on 
our senior students, all parents are welcome. Let’s work together to support mindful and 
balanced screen use for all children. 

Tuesday 4th March 

5:00pm - 6:00pm 

In the SFX gym 
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Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday March 2, 2025    Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
Gospel: Luke 6:39-45 
And Jesus told them this parable: “One blind man cannot lead another one; if he does, both will fall into a ditch. No 
pupil is greater than his teacher; but every pupil, when he has completed his training, will be like his teacher. 
“Why do you look at the speck in your brother's eye, but pay no attention to the log in your own eye? How can you 
say to your brother, ‘Please, brother, let me take that speck out of your eye,’ yet cannot even see the log in your 
own eye? You hypocrite! First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will be able to see clearly to take the 
speck out of your brother's eye. 
“A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a poor tree bear good fruit. Every tree is known by the fruit it 
bears; you do not pick figs from thorn bushes or gather grapes from bramble bushes. A good person brings good out 
of the treasure of good things in his heart; a bad person brings bad out of his treasure of bad things. For the mouth 
speaks what the heart is full of.    (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 
Gospel reflection: Jesus is talking to his friends and is saying it is much easier to notice the mistakes that others 
make, than it is to realise when we have made a mistake or done something wrong ourselves. He is saying we must 
change the way we act before we can expect anyone else to change. If we cannot be good and do what is right, how 
can we ask other people to do the same? 
Think quietly for a moment about something you might have done wrong. How could you change that? Could you 
share more? Be kinder or more helpful to others? Could you stop teasing a brother, sister or friend? Could you keep 
your room tidy? Or switch off lights when they’re not needed? 
   
This year is a special Jubilee Year and we are called to be “Pilgrims of Hope”. There are all kinds of problems in our 
world, like poverty and hunger and climate change, but through our actions and the way we speak to others we can 
share hope as we all work together for a better world. 
  
Our Challenge: How will you speak out and make changes to be the best person you can be and make the world a 
better place for others?     (Adapted from CAFOD website) 

  
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Reminder  

For all children in Year Four or older, there is a compulsory parish meeting on Thursday March 6th for 
the parents of children wishing to make their Sacrament of Reconciliation this year. 

There are two meetings for you to choose from, either 10:30am or 6pm at St Alipius Church. Children 
are not required to attend. If you have any queries or concerns please contact Natalie or Cathy at the 
Parish Office on 53326611. 

 

Shrove Tuesday: In Australia, the day preceding Ash Wednesday is popularly known as 
Shrove Tuesday. With the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday, it was the day when Catholic 
Christians were encouraged to go to confession in preparation for the penitential season that 
would end 40 days and 40 nights later with Easter Sunday. Dating back to 1000 AD, Shrove 
Tuesday not only became a day for confession but a time for Catholics to feast on eggs, sugar 
and dairy which were restricted during the Lenten fast. Shrove Tuesday became a way to use 
up these foods before the fast began. 

To celebrate Shrove Tuesday you may like to make up a batch of pancakes. Here’s my 
favourite recipe! Ms Meneely's No- Fail Fluffy Pancakes 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JNJD1z6b10kPMSschcBIy1oukyD3iNgydg20ICXnsKE/edit?usp=sharing
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Ash Wednesday Liturgy: This week our children will participate in an Ash Wednesday liturgy in the Gym at 9am to 
signify the beginning of the Catholic Church Season of Lent.  
Lent is the 40 days of prayer, penance and almsgiving as we prepare ourselves to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
on Easter Sunday. Lent for Christians is a time to focus not so much on ourselves, but on those less fortunate and 
those in need- both near and far away.  
As always, parents and friends are more than welcome to join us in our prayer time, no matter what your faith 
tradition. 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
 

Curriculum News 
 
 

Dear Families of children in Yrs 3&5 who will be completing their NAPLAN tests soon.  
Please visit this website which answers most asked questions about NAPLAN.  
 
https://www.nap.edu.au/.../naplan-information-brochure... 
 

Why do students do NAPLAN? 
How will my child complete the NAPLAN tests? 
What does NAPLAN assess? 
Who participates in NAPLAN? 
What if my child is absent from school on NAPLAN test days? 
What can I do to support my child? 
How is my child's performance reported? 
How are NAPLAN results used? 
NAPLAN timetable 
 
Teachers have been uploading pieces of great work which children have completed so far this term. These uploads 
give you an insight to your child's learning. Please take some time and visit Seesaw and we encourage you to reply 
with a comment about what you have seen. Thank you for your support with this. Just another way of building 
strong communication relationships.  

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2cBS-B3E3fq5rTMyYStPj7GcZx5sPZtpoMmwxTiDv9Z8hYORK8RxduzLA_aem_2voB25LhoBR1Kct2jGyAWw
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Week of February 23 - March 2 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat 
East 

 
526            

New Student Posts 

 
84             

Comments       
 
Looking forward to a great NAPLAN experience for all. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Term 1 - Sporting Schools 
Please note that there will be NO Sporting Schools (tennis) this Thursday March 6. A catch up session will be held on 
Thursday March 27. 
 
 
 
Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
After collating all of the results from 
the Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day, I can happily 
announce the final scores from the 
day. 
1st - Gargan (Green) - 1184 
2nd - McAuley (Yellow) - 1117 
3rd - Xavier (Red) - 1098 
4th - Villa (Blue) - 1073 
 
 
 
 
The following students have been awarded Year Level Athletics Champions for 2025 for their determination, effort 
and excellence: 
Year 3 Girls - Milla Nicholson              Year 4 Girls - Edith Brennan    
Year 5 Girls - Nellie Cheeseman         Year 6 Girls - Zara Thorp 
Year 3 Boys - Noah McGregor            Year 4 Boys - Lawrence Wilson 
Year 5 Boys - Eli Jones                          Year 6 Boys - Sidney Porter 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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MDASA U/9 Encouragement Swimming Sports 
This event is available to all students that will be 9 years old and under as at 31/12/2025. It is being held in the 25m 
pool at the Ballarat Aquatic Lifestyle Centre on Thursday March 27 from 7pm. For further information and details on 
how to enter please refer to the PAM notification 
 

2025 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 1: 

• Week 8 - Friday Mar 21st - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) - TBC 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Mar 26th - Regional Swimming @ Horsham (qualifiers from Division swimming) 
• Week 9 - Thursday Mar 27th - MDASA U9 Primary Schools Swim Sports (nominated students from F - Yr 3) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 

Have a tremendous week. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au


 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         8. 

 

 

P&F News 
 
 

P&F Meeting:  6pm Monday 3rd March in the staff room. 
 
 
Mix & Mingle – Join us for a night under the stars, mingle with fellow parents & make new friends 

Friday 14th March 2025 
                        SFX Lower Oval 
                        Tickets can be purchased on Flexi Schools 
                        Any questions please speak to Lisa Clark from the Parents & Friends or 
email sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
Easter raffle donations welcome – please drop them into the office 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Tuition Raffle - $1500 off your school fees 
                        To be drawn at mix & mingle 
                        Purchase tickets via QR code or https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2025fees 
                        Any questions please speak to Lisa Clark from the Parents & Friends or 
email sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 
  

 
 
 

 
Hot Lunches Reminder 

Hot lunches every Friday, order on Flexi Schools before 10am on a Thursday.      
                     
 

 

Zooper Doopers – Fridays at 2nd break $1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2025fees
mailto:sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Working Bee – join us for SFX working bee 

Sunday 23rd March 2025 
Followed by a sausage sizzle 
BYO gloves, shovels, rakes & wheel barrows 
Any questions please speak to Lisa Clark from the Parents & Friends or 

email sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 
  

 
 

 
 

                             
 
 
 

mailto:sfxpsc@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Attachments 
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