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Term 3 (9 weeks) 
Mon 21st Jul – Fri 19th Sep 

 

Friday 29th August 
Casual Dress Day 

Gold coin donation to 
support the SoupBus 

 

2.40pm Assembly led by 4JS 
 

Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
 

First week in September 
Father’s Day Stall 

 

Wednesday 3rd September 
7.30pm Free online 

webinar: Digital Safety (Part 
III) – see Wellbeing section 

for registration details 
 

Thursday 4th September 
Last Book Club 6 order day 

 

School Disco 
Gold coin entry 

 

Foundation & Year 1: 
4.15pm – 5.00pm 

 

Year 2 & Year 3: 
5.00pm – 5.45pm 

 

Year 4 & Year 5: 
5.45pm – 6.30pm 

 

Year 6: 
6.30pm – 7.30pm 

 

Friday 5th September 
2pm Fathers’ Day/Special 

Friends’ Liturgy  
 

Tuesday 9th September 
3.30pm – 7.30pm 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Thursday 11th September 
Division Athletics at 
Llanberris (qualified 

students from Yr 3/4/5/6 
from event in Week 4) 

 

Friday 12th September 
2.40pm Assembly led by 5ZP 

 

Trivia Night in school gym 
Doors open at 6.30pm 

 

Tuesday 16th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College, Mt Clear 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

Have you ever heard the saying, “The only constant in education today is change”? It’s 
certainly true! Over the course of your children’s schooling, you’ll see significant shifts in 
teaching and learning—across the early years, primary, and secondary sectors. Each new 
approach offers fresh insights into how education can best meet the needs of our students. 
But if each new method works, why change at all? 

The answer lies in the nature of learning itself. Learning is never static—it grows, adapts, and 
evolves. Some skills, such as holding a pencil, writing from left to right, or building a sentence 
into a paragraph, remain constant. These foundational skills are essential; they equip us to 
participate fully in a society that relies on shared conventions. 

Then there is deep learning—the kind that goes beyond acquiring skills and facts. Deep 
learning is about applying and extending our understanding, challenging what we know, and 
discovering new ways to think. It is dynamic and ever-changing, as our capacity to think 
critically and creatively expands over time. 

Last week, I attended the National Catholic Education 
Conference in Cairns. It proved to be an invaluable 
opportunity to explore the latest developments in education. 
I was challenged to think beyond the familiar, and to 
consider new ways of supporting student learning here at 
Saint Francis Xavier. I was proud to share the many successes 
of our school with leading educators from across the country 
and to learn from them. And while I certainly enjoyed the 
learning, I must admit—Cairns was a welcome destination in 
the middle of our chilly winter! 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 
 
 

Foundation Student Interviews 
Over the coming weeks we will be welcoming Foundation 2026 families into our school. For 
our newest students, this will be their opportunity to see our school in action as they 
participate in their Foundation Interviews. How exciting! 
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Wednesday 17th September 
3.30pm – 7.30pm 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Friday 19th September 
Footy Colours Casual Dress 
Day - Gold coin donation to 

support Fight Cancer 
Foundation 

 

12.40pm Assembly led by 
FBOK 

 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Friday 10th October 
Start of Term/Mercy Day Mass  

 

Friday 17th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by FTW 

 

Friday 24th October 
2.40pm Assembly led by 6MM 

 

Friday 31st October 
Junior Sports Day for all 

Foundation-Year 2 students 
 

Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 
donation for MercyWorks 

 

Monday 3rd November 
Pupil free day 

 

Tuesday 4th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday - Pupil free day 

 

Friday 7th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 14th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 21st November 
No Assembly 

 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

 

 
 
Father’s Day Liturgy & Open School 
We invite all fathers, father figures and special friends to join 
us at 2pm on Friday 5 September as we come together to 
celebrate these special people in our lives. All are welcome! 

 

 

Milkshake Mondays! 

Our Parents & Friends committee would like to offer Milkshake 
Mondays as an alternative to Hot Chocolates for the remainder of 
this term. Flavoured milkshakes will replace Hot Chocolates as a 
trial for the next four weeks. YUM! 

 

 

Staff News 
We offer our congratulations to Ms. Rose who played in the Grand Final match for Redan on 
the weekend. It was a hard fought match and Ms. Rose was cheered on by a great support 
team from our school. Well done Ms. Rose!  
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Free Dress Day Reminder: 
This Friday, August 29th is a Free Dress Day.  
Please bring along your gold coin donations to support 
the amazing work of our local Ballarat SoupBus, who 
help many food insecure and homeless people in our 
community. 
 

 
 

 
 

Curriculum News 

Book Week celebrations 

What a wonderful Book Week 2025 we shared! 
A huge thank you to Ms Harty and her team of students and staff for organising and setting up such engaging 
activities throughout the week. Thank you also to everyone for the creativity and effort put into the Book Week 
costumes—it was a joyful way to begin our celebrations. 

At school we cannot emphasise enough the importance of regular reading. “Children who read widely and often 
develop the skills that support success in every subject.” 
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Student - Led Conferences  

Week 8 & 9 of this term your child(ren) will be showcasing their schoolwork and discussing learning goals with you 
through their Student-Led Conferences.  During Student–Led Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with 
you about their school work, while teachers will help direct conversation. 

Each Student-Led Conference will run for 13 minutes, and we strongly encourage all families to attend. Please note 
that children are required to be present at these sessions.  

At SFX, Student-Led Conferences place the focus on Student Voice. Highly effective Catholic primary schools 
recognise the importance of empowering students to take an active role in their learning, and these conferences are 
a powerful way to nurture this. Current research into Assessment as Learning also highlights the benefits of students 
sharing their progress, reflecting on their learning, and setting future goals. 

We look forward to meaningful Student-Led Conferences that highlight and celebrate each child’s achievements. 

Bookings for Student Led Conferences are open on PAM please book if you haven't already done so.  

 

This week on Seesaw 

          Week of August 17 - August 24 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

 
557 

New Student Posts 

 
177 

Comments 

 
 
Enjoy your week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Teaching and Learning 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 9: Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while minimising the 
opportunity for children and young people to be harmed. 
 

As part of St Francis Xavier Primary School’s commitment to supporting the wellbeing and dignity of every child, the 
students are beginning their learning in Relationships and Sexuality Education this week. The program, Fullness of 
Life for All, has been developed by the Catholic Education Office Ballarat to guide our students in understanding 
themselves and others, with age-appropriate learning that supports their growth in self-knowledge, relationships 
and respect for human dignity. 
 

Grounded in our Catholic tradition, this learning affirms that every person is wonderfully created in the image of God 
and called to live in loving, respectful relationships. In partnership with families, we seek to nurture students’ 
capacity to make good choices, care for themselves and others, and grow in wisdom as they navigate life’s changes. 
 

These conversations can sometimes feel challenging for families, but they are an important part of supporting the 
whole wellbeing of our students. To further support you at home, I encourage you to read this helpful article from 
SchoolTV. Strong child-parent relationships lead to better long-term health outcomes in young adults. 
 

Here is the link to the article: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-article/15167/15090  
 
 
 
 
Sending cheers your way, 

 

 
  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  

 
Sport/Physical Education News 

 

Division Basketball 
Well done to the 28 students that were part of 4 fantastic teams that represented SFX at last Friday's Eureka Division 
Basketball tournament at Selkirk Stadium. All students played hard, played fair and showed outstanding skill and 
team work. All four teams won multiple games and had heaps of fun! The support and cheering for their peers was 
inspiring and wonderful to see and hear! A huge thank you to Que, Christian, Gab & Mrs Barclay for so wonderfully 
coaching the teams and to all of the families that came along to support. 
 

2025 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

 Week 6 - Friday August 29 - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) - TBC 
 Week 8 - Thursday September 11 - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualified students from Yr 4/5/6 - from 

event in Wk 4)  

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a great week. 

 
 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-article/15167/15090
mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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P&F News 

 
 
 

 Trivia Night – TICKETS NOW ON SALE!!! – TABLES FILLING FAST – DON’T MISS OUT!!! 
Friday 12th September 6.30pm – in the school gym 
Book your babysitter now, get your table together 
Why should the kids get all the fun? TRIVIA NIGHT IS ON!  Get some parents & friends together for a fun 
night of music & trivia! 
Purchase a table of 10 for $150 or single tickets $17 (secure seats via the Trivia form in the office).  This is a 
licensed event with drinks at bar prices (soft drink also available).  BYO food for your tables. 
Some great raffle & auction items – including some artworks done by each class! – don’t miss out on the 
possibility of taking these great items home! 
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 Father’s Day Stall 
The P&F will be running a Father’s Day Stall next week at first break – Gifts priced from $2 - $7 
Tuesday 1st September – Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 
Wednesday 2nd September – Year 3 & Year 4 
Thursday 3rd September – Year 5 & Year 6 
  

 SFX School Disco – Thursday 4th September 
       Foundation & Year 1:   4.15pm – 5.00pm 

Year 2 & Year 3:            5.00pm – 5.45pm 
Year 4 & Year 5:            5.45pm – 6.30pm 
Year 6:                            6.30pm – 7.30pm 
 Gold coin entry! 
 Lollies, popcorn, slushies & chips available to purchase 
 Volunteers will be needed on the night 
 Please note, entry is via the top gate, children will dance and then eat and drink once dancing time is 

finished (No food/drink will be allowed in the gym & no children are allowed to leave the gym until there 
session is over) 
 

 Silver Coin Challenge – Pizza winners 
Please find below dates of Carboni’s Pizza lunch for the winning classes 
Tuesday 26th August 
FLP 
1JS 
2TS 
Wednesday 27th August 
3DGS 
4JS 
Thursday 28th August 
5ZP 
6PB 

   
 Hot Lunches 

Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday.  Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday!  

  
 Milkshake Monday 

First break very Monday for the remainder of Term 3 
$1.50 for a Milkshake & Freckle 
2 flavours each week 
Please sign up to volunteer if you are able (please note you are welcome to bring smaller children with you) 
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Attachments 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    22nd August    Hosted by 3LL    Theme: Justice 
Justice means being the best person we can be.  

We always try our hardest, even when it's difficult, just like Jesus did.  
 

FLP Aiden Graham and Eden Vanderkley 4JS Lawrence Wilson and Livia Pietrantuono  

FGJ Hudson Nicholson and Archie Stevens 4LK Ava Warr & Jameson Campbell 

FBO’K Lenny Richards and Alfie Mason 4KB Harry Logan & Lola Miles 

FTW Amelia Reus and Henry Sertori 5CC Macklin Smith and Winnie Harrison 

1JS Maple Toohey  & Mya Troon  5ZP Sadie Ruxton & Noah Irving 

1EM Max Yates and Poppy Thomas 5QM Violet Wilson & Bonnie Giles 

1GT  Stella Hipke and Charlie Johnson 6PB Hudson Rowland and Marli Ward 

2RR Carter George and Zahli Kingston 6ZA Rhys Bell & Lucinda Leonard 

2MH Sam White & Lachie White 6MM Cooper Manning and Zara Thorp 

2TS Hudson McKay & Piper Swayn EE  

3LL Hughey Roberts and Ryder Bunstma PA  

3JT Scarlett Govan and Imogen Sordello VA 
Zane Carter (FBOK) 
Nellie Cheeseman (5CC) 
Jasper Rolfe (2RR) 

3DG Harvey Slater and Sahesi Kariyawasam PE  

  Tch  
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Community News 
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