St Francis Xavier Primary School
NEWSIQtter P.O. Box 2027

Ballarat East VIC 3354
Phone: 5331 6311

Monday 25" August 2025
Term 3 Week 6

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au

Term 3 (9 weeks)
Mon 215t Jul — Fri 19th Sep

Friday 29t August
Casual Dress Day
Gold coin donation to
support the SoupBus

2.40pm Assembly led by 4JS
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)

First week in September
Father’s Day Stall

Wednesday 3" September
7.30pm Free online
webinar: Digital Safety (Part
) — see Wellbeing section
for registration details

Thursday 4th September
Last Book Club 6 order day

School Disco
Gold coin entry

Foundation & Year 1:
4.15pm —5.00pm

Year 2 & Year 3:
5.00pm —5.45pm

Year 4 & Year 5:
5.45pm —6.30pm

Year 6:
6.30pm —7.30pm

Friday 5t September
2pm Fathers’ Day/Special
Friends’ Liturgy

Tuesday 9th September
3.30pm - 7.30pm
Student Led Conferences

Thursday 11t September
Division Athletics at
Llanberris (qualified

students from Yr 3/4/5/6

from event in Week 4)

Friday 12th September
2.40pm Assembly led by 5ZP

Trivia Night in school gym
Doors open at 6.30pm

Tuesday 16t September
6pm Confirmation at
Damascus College, Mt Clear

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People

Dear families,

Have you ever heard the saying, “The only constant in education today is change”? It's
certainly true! Over the course of your children’s schooling, you'll see significant shifts in
teaching and learning—across the early years, primary, and secondary sectors. Each new
approach offers fresh insights into how education can best meet the needs of our students.

But if each new method works, why change at all?

The answer lies in the nature of learning itself. Learning is never static—it grows, adapts, and
evolves. Some skills, such as holding a pencil, writing from left to right, or building a sentence
into a paragraph, remain constant. These foundational skills are essential; they equip us to

participate fully in a society that relies on shared conventions.

Then there is deep learning—the kind that goes beyond acquiring skills and facts. Deep
learning is about applying and extending our understanding, challenging what we know, and
discovering new ways to think. It is dynamic and ever-changing, as our capacity to think

critically and creatively expands over time.

Last week, | attended the National Catholic Education
Conference in Cairns. It proved to be an invaluable
opportunity to explore the latest developments in education.
| was challenged to think beyond the familiar, and to
consider new ways of supporting student learning here at
Saint Francis Xavier. | was proud to share the many successes
of our school with leading educators from across the country
and to learn from them. And while | certainly enjoyed the
learning, | must admit—Cairns was a welcome destination in
the middle of our chilly winter!

God bless,

Mark Hogbin

Foundation Student Interviews
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Over the coming weeks we will be welcoming Foundation 2026 families into our school. For
our newest students, this will be their opportunity to see our school in action as they

participate in their Foundation Interviews. How exciting!

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.

Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.




Wednesday 17t September
3.30pm - 7.30pm
Student Led Conferences

Friday 19t September
Footy Colours Casual Dress
Day - Gold coin donation to

support Fight Cancer
Foundation

12.40pm Assembly led by
FBOK

Term 4 (11 weeks)
Mon 6th Oct — Fri 19th Dec

Friday 10t October
Start of Term/Mercy Day Mass

Friday 17t October
2.40pm Assembly led by FTW

Friday 24t October
2.40pm Assembly led by 6MM

Friday 315t October
Junior Sports Day for all
Foundation-Year 2 students

Casual Dress Day - Gold coin
donation for MercyWorks

Monday 3 November
Pupil free day

Tuesday 4th November
Melbourne Cup Public
Holiday - Pupil free day

Friday 7th November
No Assembly

Friday 14t November
No Assembly

Friday 215t November
No Assembly

Mon 24t — Wed 26t Nov
Year 5 Camp

Friday 28t November
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin
donation for St Vinnies

Friday 5t December
9.30am End of Year Mass

Tuesday 16t December
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation
Liturgy

Thursday 18t December
Final 2025 day for students

Father’s Day Liturgy & Open School

We invite all fathers, father figures and special friends to join
us at 2pm on Friday 5 September as we come together to
celebrate these special people in our lives. All are welcome!

Milkshake Mondays!

Our Parents & Friends committee would like to offer Milkshake
Mondays as an alternative to Hot Chocolates for the remainder of
this term. Flavoured milkshakes will replace Hot Chocolates as a
trial for the next four weeks. YUM!

Staff News

We offer our congratulations to Ms. Rose who played in the Grand Final match for Redan on
the weekend. It was a hard fought match and Ms. Rose was cheered on by a great support
team from our school. Well done Ms. Rose!

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 2.



N Free Dress Day Reminder:
! ‘ ) % i This Friday, August 29th is a Free Dress Day.
' " Please bring along your gold coin donations to support
the amazing work of our local Ballarat SoupBus, who
help many food insecure and homeless people in our

| NJ y community.

SAVE THE DATE!

Father’s and Special Friends Liturgy
Friday September 5% from 2pm

®

Curriculum News
Book Week celebrations

What a wonderful Book Week 2025 we shared!

A huge thank you to Ms Harty and her team of students and staff for organising and setting up such engaging
activities throughout the week. Thank you also to everyone for the creativity and effort put into the Book Week
costumes—it was a joyful way to begin our celebrations.

At school we cannot emphasise enough the importance of regular reading. “Children who read widely and often
develop the skills that support success in every subject.”

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 3.
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Week 8 & 9 of this term your child(ren) will be showcasing their schoolwork and discussing learning goals with you
through their Student-Led Conferences. During Student—Led Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with
you about their school work, while teachers will help direct conversation.

Each Student-Led Conference will run for 13 minutes, and we strongly encourage all families to attend. Please note
that children are required to be present at these sessions.

At SFX, Student-Led Conferences place the focus on Student Voice. Highly effective Catholic primary schools
recognise the importance of empowering students to take an active role in their learning, and these conferences are
a powerful way to nurture this. Current research into Assessment as Learning also highlights the benefits of students
sharing their progress, reflecting on their learning, and setting future goals.

We look forward to meaningful Student-Led Conferences that highlight and celebrate each child’s achievements.

Bookings for Student Led Conferences are open on PAM please book if you haven't already done so.

This week on Seesaw

Week of August 17 - August 24 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East

/

557 177
New Student Posts Comments

Enjoy your week.

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Teaching and Learning

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 4.


https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc

Wellbeing News

Child Safe Standard 9: Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while minimising the
opportunity for children and young people to be harmed.

As part of St Francis Xavier Primary School’s commitment to supporting the wellbeing and dignity of every child, the
students are beginning their learning in Relationships and Sexuality Education this week. The program, Fullness of
Life for All, has been developed by the Catholic Education Office Ballarat to guide our students in understanding
themselves and others, with age-appropriate learning that supports their growth in self-knowledge, relationships
and respect for human dignity.

Grounded in our Catholic tradition, this learning affirms that every person is wonderfully created in the image of God
and called to live in loving, respectful relationships. In partnership with families, we seek to nurture students’
capacity to make good choices, care for themselves and others, and grow in wisdom as they navigate life’s changes.

These conversations can sometimes feel challenging for families, but they are an important part of supporting the
whole wellbeing of our students. To further support you at home, | encourage you to read this helpful article from
SchoolTV. Strong child-parent relationships lead to better long-term health outcomes in young adults.

Here is the link to the article: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-article/15167/15090

Sending cheers your way,

Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader |

Sport/Physical Education News

Division Basketball

Well done to the 28 students that were part of 4 fantastic teams that represented SFX at last Friday's Eureka Division
Basketball tournament at Selkirk Stadium. All students played hard, played fair and showed outstanding skill and
team work. All four teams won multiple games and had heaps of fun! The support and cheering for their peers was
inspiring and wonderful to see and hear! A huge thank you to Que, Christian, Gab & Mrs Barclay for so wonderfully
coaching the teams and to all of the families that came along to support.

2025 SFX SPORTS DATES
Term 3:
e Week 6 - Friday August 29 - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) - TBC
e Week 8 - Thursday September 11 - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualified students from Yr 4/5/6 - from
event in Wk 4)

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to

Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office.

Have a great week.

.
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator h 19

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 5.
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St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 6.
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e Trivia Night — TICKETS NOW ON SALE!!! — TABLES FILLING FAST — DON’T MISS OUT!!!
Friday 12t September 6.30pm — in the school gym
Book your babysitter now, get your table together
Why should the kids get all the fun? TRIVIA NIGHT IS ON! Get some parents & friends together for a fun
night of music & trivia!
Purchase a table of 10 for $150 or single tickets $17 (secure seats via the Trivia form in the office). Thisis a
licensed event with drinks at bar prices (soft drink also available). BYO food for your tables.

Some great raffle & auction items — including some artworks done by each class! — don’t miss out on the
possibility of taking these great items home!

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.



e Father’s Day Stall
The P&F will be running a Father’s Day Stall next week at first break — Gifts priced from $2 - $7
Tuesday 1% September — Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2
Wednesday 2" September — Year 3 & Year 4
Thursday 3™ September — Year 5 & Year 6

e SFX School Disco — Thursday 4" September
Foundation & Year 1: 4.15pm — 5.00pm

Year 2 & Year 3: 5.00pm —5.45pm
Year 4 & Year 5: 5.45pm — 6.30pm
Year 6: 6.30pm —7.30pm

e Gold coin entry!

e Lollies, popcorn, slushies & chips available to purchase

e Volunteers will be needed on the night

e Please note, entry is via the top gate, children will dance and then eat and drink once dancing time is
finished (No food/drink will be allowed in the gym & no children are allowed to leave the gym until there
session is over)

e Silver Coin Challenge — Pizza winners
Please find below dates of Carboni’s Pizza lunch for the winning classes
Tuesday 26 August
FLP
1JS
2TS
Wednesday 27" August
3DGS
4])S
Thursday 28" August
5ZP
6PB

e Hot Lunches
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings.
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a
Friday!

e Milkshake Monday
First break very Monday for the remainder of Term 3
$1.50 for a Milkshake & Freckle
2 flavours each week
Please sign up to volunteer if you are able (please note you are welcome to bring smaller children with you)

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 9.
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St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 10.



TRIVIA
NIGHT

$17 per person
or $150 for a

at SFX Gymnasium table of 10
Doors open at 6.30pm

secure your table via the form in the office

Drinks at Bar prices - BYO Food
Silent Auction, Great Raffle Prizes & lots of fun to be had!

rnrougn tne mission oy Jesus witnin tne iviercy traaition, we are caiiea to action in pursuing juiiness Oj lje jor ail.
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St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.




Attachments

Faith communities of Ballan, Ballarat
East, Bungaree, Buninyong, Clarkes Hill,
Dunnstown, Gordon and Springbank

Priests Frs Justin Driscoll & Shaiju Mathew
Ballarat East Parish

Cathy Prunty and Matalie Cleason

0437 505 517
ballarateastiidballarat.catholic.org.au
Tuesday — Friday gio0 AM — 12:00PM

Ministry, Dis triC =

bungares(@ballarat.catholic.org.au
gordoni@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Tuesday — Thursday gi30 AM - 2:30 PM

ewssietten

Our parishes are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children, young people, and vulnerable adults
Child safety Officers: Ballarat East Parish - Emily Clarke; Bungaree & Gordon Parishes - Aileen Toohey

21°* Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year C
24™ August, 2025

MINISTRY DISTRICT MASS TIMES
Weekday Masses

Monday August 255 10,30 am 5t. Alipius'- Funeral Mass (Felice Colasante)
Tuesday August 26% 9.30 am St Alipius' Ballarat East
Wednesday August 27T 11.00 am Mercy Place (All Welcome)
10.30 am 5t. Michael's Bungaree
Thursday August 28"
ursday August 11.00 am Estia Aged Care Mt. Clear
Friday August 2% 10.00 am St Alipius' Funeral Mass for Gerry Duck
Saturday August 307 9.30 am St. Alipius’ Ballarat East
Weekend Masses
Saturday August 30™ Sunday August 31%
Ballarat East
5.00 pm Ballarat East 9.00 am atarat as
Bungaree
) Buninyong
6. 5 bank .
30 pm pringban 10.30 am Ballan

WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS FOR:

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Eileen Harris, Gerry Duck, Gerard Harrington
(Bacchus Marsh)

THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME
Eileen O'Meara, Maureen Santamaria, Jim Dawson

THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL
Kathy Towns, Troy Watson (Steenhuis family),

Elaine Conlan, Evelyn Farrugia, Patricia (Patty)
Gannon, Michelle Hall, (baby) Mia Hanrahan, John
Healy, Sarah McLachlan, Thelma Keating, Carole
Simmons, Owen Widdison, Simon Murillo.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAMS

BALLARAT EAST PARISH:

Rose Consignade, Judith Glaubitz, Martin
McGettigan, Dianne McKeegan, Claire Stewart.

BUNGAREE PARISH:
Damian Ryan & Chris Frawley (Bungaree),

Barry Sheehan & Dianne Reynolds {Dunnstown),
Dom Prendergast, Maurice Mahar & Marty Forbes
(Clarkes Hill).

GORDON PARISH:
Sue Daly & Brendan Maher (Springbank),
Joan Bourke & Shane Carey (Gordon),

Mark Conlan & Jim Leahy (Ballan).

We acknowledge this land's traditional owners and custodians and pay our
respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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TRIVIA NIGHT

Have you booked your table for our trivia night?
Qur Parish trivia night will be held on Friday 5
September. If anyone has, or knows of someone
who may be in a position to donate an item for a
raffle to be held on the night, please contact the
parish office. Tables of 8 or single seats can be
bocked through the parish office. Please ensure
you have booked your seat or table by 12pm on
Friday 29" August. Tickets are $15 per person. BYO
drinks and nibbles. Doors open at 6.30pm for
7pm start.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA
FUSTRAER Caritas Australia invites us to
pray for the people of Gaza.

If you are able to support Caritas Australia’s Gaza

Appeal, please donate online

at www.caritas. org.aulgaza or phone 1800 024
413

Caritas Australia invites us to light a candle and
pray for the people of Gaza

God of light, You meet us in the darkest places.
Every year, when we light our Easter candle, we
pray ‘may the light of Christ, rising in glory,

dispel the darkness of our minds and hearts.’

We pray today that all people may work with you
to dispel the darkness of violence and war.

May this fragile light be a sign of our hope for the
people of Gaza.

May they find healing and lasting peace. Amen.

COLLECTIONS

Below figures are for the last 2 weekends.
Supporting our priests: 51739
Supporting our parish: 5 706,40

Thank you to all parishioners who contribute to
our parish. Your generosity is appreciated.

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY AT ST. ALIPIUS
Congratulations to all our parishioners who
enjoyed ‘The Floss' during grandparents day at St.
Alipius’ School recently. The Floss is a rather
challenging dance if you lack ceordination, but
this was not a problem for the many parishioners
who gave it a go. It was most entertaining, thank
you:

SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT

The Australian Cathelic Bishops Conference's 2025-
2026 Sccial Justice Statement has been

released. The Statement titled “Signs of Hope on
the Edge: Serving People Living in Homelessness
and Mental Ill-Health" highlights the experience of
people living with the challenges of homelessness
and mental ill-health. Each year since 1940, the
Conference has released a statement for reflection
and discussion ahead of Social Justice Sunday on a
key issue in Australian society. The Ballarat
Diocesan Social Justice Commission invite all to a
Webinar in celebration of the launch of the
Australian Cathelic Bishops' Social Justice
Statement 2025-2026, “Signs of Hope on the Edge:
Serving People Living in Homelessness and Mental
ll-Health"” en Tuesday, September g, 2025, at
7.00pm — 8.15pm. The webinar will include an
overview from Bishop Paul Bird C5sR and
presentations from James Treloar, Senior Manager
in Homelessness and Housing Support at
CatholicCare Victoria, Michael Ryan, OAM,
President of the Ballarat region of the 5t Vincent de
Paul Society and Maria Noonan, CEQ of 5t John of
God Hospital Ballarat and Warrnambool. Please
register via the diocesan website
https:{iwww.ballarat.catholic.org.au/service-and-
agenciesiwelfare/social-justice/socialjustice-
statement-current/. The Statement and more

information can also be accessad

MASS OF THE OILS STARTING TIME

The Ballarat Catholic Diocesan Liturgical
Commission is seeking feedback on the starting
time for the annual Mass of the Oils, which is held
at 5t Patrick’s Cathedral, Ballarat. Click or scan the
QR to indicate your preference.

WELCOME TO FR BEILL LOWRY

This weekend, as Fr Shaiju celebrates Masses in the
Sunraysia parish including Mass for the Syro-
Malabar community in Mildura en Sunday evening,
we welcome Fr Bill Lowry, assistant priest in the
Sunraysia parish to our Ballarat East Vigil Mass and
Sunday Masses at Gorden and Ballan. Welcome Bill!

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 2025

The theme of this year’s appeal is "Homelessness is
Mever a Choice™.

Over the past six months, SVdP Ballarat has given
over $253,000 in material assistance, including food,
clothing and furniture, to families and households in
need in Greater Ballarat. With the current
homelessness crisis, the assistance we provide for
pecple experiencing hardship this Winter will be
needed more than ever. We are most grateful for
the support we receive from our parish as it enables
us to continue to assist those in need.

How To Donate

Envelopes are available at the end of each pew and
at the piety stall. Envelopes can be placed on the
collection plate. Please write your name and address
if you require a receipt.

All donations over 42 are tax deductible.

JUBILEE YEAR 2025 — PILGRIMS OF HOPE
Pope Francis has declared a Jubilee Year of Hope in
2025, centred on the theme, “Pilgrims of Hope." A
Jubilee is a special year of grace and conversion,
involving prayer, pilgrimage and sacramental
repentance, held every 25 years, or during other
years as called for by the Pope. Through a series of
concrete rituals, acts and commitments, the goal of
a Jubilee year is to inspire and encourage holiness of
life among the faithful and therefore to strengthen
the Church's witness to God's loving mercy in and

for the world.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF
ADULTS (RCIA)

Our RCIA cycle for 2025 - 26 is about to commence
with many expressions of interest having been
received from adults from across the communities
of our Ministry District. This year the parishes of our
Ministry District will work together for the RCIA and
parishioners are invited to accompany our inquirers
in their seeking, discerning, and growing in faith
within the context of our Cathelic communities. If
you would like to join the RCIA team or would like to
know more about what's involved please contact
Dallas to register your interest o412 532 572, The first
team meeting is planned for Wednesday August
27" at 7.00pm.

UPCOMING DATES

RCIA Team Meeting
Wednesday August 27% 7 pm

Trivia Night
Friday 5™ September Doors open 6:15pm for
7.00pm start

SAFEGUARDING

Did you know that the majority of velunteers in our
parish are required to have Working with Children
Checks and have completed an online learmning
module regarding child safety? This includes
Communion Ministers, Welcomers, anyone with
access codes to our churches, readers and members
of parish committees. Please contact the parish
office if you need to apply for or update your WwWCC
or complete the enline module.

BAPTISMS

Tully Tuppen
Daughter of David Tuppen and Kaden Chaffey

‘You are precious in my sight
and I love you’

YOUTH PATHWAYS BOOKLET — STAYING

COMNMECTED IN FAITH

The diocese has distributed the Youth Pathways
booklet to all Year 12 students in our diccesan
Catholic secendary schools. To access the booklet,
click or scan the QR code. Printed copies are also
available from the Pastoral Ministry Office,
pastoralministry(@ballarat.catholic.org.au. This
resource is designed to help young adults stay
connected with their faith as they transition beyond
school.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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Turning Expectations Upside Down

Reflection on the Gospel-21* Sunday in Ordinary Time C

(Luke 13:22-30)
Veronica Lawson RSM

We all know people who have an ingrained sense of
entitlement. They put themselves first without regard
to the sensitivities or rights of others. Whether their
behaviour derives from childhood experiences of over-
indulgence or from some other source, it can be guite
divisive and even destructive of family or workplace or
community. Those who put themselves first will often
find themselves last in that they are tolerated rather
than welcomed into most circles. They need to show
the “good heart”™ that is hidden behind their facade of
entitlement.

As lesus moves from town to town on his way to
Jerusalem, “someone” puts a question to him. The
guestion is about salvation: "Are only the few saved?
Jesus treats this as a rhetorical gquestion that
presupposes an affirmative answer. His answer could
be interpreted as affirmative, even if it is a far cry from
the expected response. The questioner rightly assumes
that God is the one who saves. lesus responds with a
reminder that God's saving action cannot be taken for
granted. One must “strive to enter the narrow door”.
Serious commitment is involved in ensuring that God's
saving power is there for God's world.

While the question comes from one person, Jesus'
response is “to them”. The insistence of people in the
crowd that they have eaten with him may suggest they
are among those who have been following him from
Galilee. They may even be those who objected to Jesus'
table companions, the tax-collectors and sinners [Luke
7:34). The text makes it clear that they have heard his
teaching: “You taught in our streets”.

Jesus’ reply indicates that the tables have turned. It
would come as no surprise to a Jewish audience to hear
Jesus stating that the kin-dom belongs to lIsrael’s
ancestors and to all the prophets. Jesus' assertion that
it also belongs to those who come from far and wide,
“from east and west and north and south”, might be
less than palatable to those who see themselves as
“first™ in the schema of salvation.

Those who share in the banquet in God’s kin-dom, the
“saved”, have prevailed in the struggle to enter
through the “narrow door”. Entry is by no means
restricted to lsrael’s forebears. It belongs to all who
hear the word of God and put it into practice. The
inclusion or “salvation” of outsiders will cause grief
among “evil-doers”. These flawed individuals include
those who have eaten with Jesus and who have heard
his teaching without effect and who, conseguently,
have failed to commit themselves to the struggle to
establish God's reign of justice and peace and
reconciliation. There is no privileged access to salvation
on the basis of birth or race or any other contingency.
While the “door™ to salvation may be “narrow”, the
Lukan lJesus has already declared that it is open to all
who hear the word of God, to those who “hold it fastin
an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patient
endurance” (8:15).

THIS WEEK'S READINGS
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 66:18-21
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13
Lk 13:22-30

MEXT WEEK'S READINGS
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
sirach 3:17-20 28-29
Hebrews: 12:18-19, 22-24

Gospel: 1421, 7-14

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS 22" August Hosted by 3LL Theme: Justice
Justice means being the best person we can be.
We always try our hardest, even when it's difficult, just like Jesus did.

FLP | Aiden Graham and Eden Vanderkley 4)S Lawrence Wilson and Livia Pietrantuono
FGJ | Hudson Nicholson and Archie Stevens 4LK [ Ava Warr & Jameson Campbell
FBO’K | Lenny Richards and Alfie Mason 4KB | Harry Logan & Lola Miles
FTW | Amelia Reus and Henry Sertori 5CC Macklin Smith and Winnie Harrison
1JS | Maple Toohey & Mya Troon 5ZP | Sadie Ruxton & Noah Irving
1EM | Max Yates and Poppy Thomas 5QM | Violet Wilson & Bonnie Giles
1GT |Stella Hipke and Charlie Johnson 6PB | Hudson Rowland and Marli Ward
2RR | Carter George and Zahli Kingston 6ZA | Rhys Bell & Lucinda Leonard
2MH | Sam White & Lachie White 6MM | Cooper Manning and Zara Thorp
2TS | Hudson McKay & Piper Swayn EE
3LL | Hughey Roberts and Ryder Bunstma PA
Zane Carter (FBOK)
3JT | Scarlett Govan and Imogen Sordello VA Nellie Cheeseman (5CC)
Jasper Rolfe (2RR)
3DG | Harvey Slater and Sahesi Kariyawasam PE
Tch

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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Community News

4
SOVEREIGN KNIGHTS BASKETBALL CLUB

Held at
come & try Phoenix
day for
all ages!!
Bring your

friends along.

College.

August 28™

(4:30 - 5:30)
. September 4™

SCAN QR CODE
TO SIGN UP OR

EMAIL US! ‘ - -
-] € Sovereign Knights Basketball
4

Intention to play form

EMAIL:

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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‘UD[N]UR]W@[K][E SEASON 2025-26

LITTLE ATHLETICS

PASSIONATE

5 REASONS why you should register for Little Athletics!

=

Meet new
people and
spend time
with your
family and
friends.

Participate in
a variety of
different
events at your
weekly meets.

Improve your
physical fitness
and mental
wellbeing.

Have the
opportunity to
participate in
local club
Achieve your meets and
personal best ‘ competitions.
and continue P b ~—
to improve \
your skills. \

A
lavic.com.au

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 19.



DRUMMO

BASKETBALL CLUB

JOIN'T/ UNAND
EXCITEMENT AT

WWW.DRUMMODRAGONS.COM.AU
BASKETBALL@DRUMMODRAGONS.COM.AU

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 20.



Fresh. Local. Delivered

llIsons

ome Delivery

Why Families love it?

l Fresh, seasonal produce . dried & cold grocery lines
o Delivering Monday - Friday

J Add to your order anytime before dispatch!

J Perfect for topping up mid-week.

l Delivered in refrigerated vans.

Shop Mow

ECE AVAILABILITY

-HE!
Choose Choose
Delivary or Pickup Time

THIS WEEK'S

Specials

shop.wilsonsfruit.com.au

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 21.



{é/ Queries: Coach Sean
0411 602 204

All different sports and $65 lele] ¢

games, join the fun! A Per day

»-!’ i Yl &
NEW LOCATION!

Our Ho|ic|c1y Program will be running at the

*We will NOT be running ™
(;I:;nzéth Sept:n:t:mg Ballarat Netball Association these ho|idc1ys!

public holiday : Y 115 Barkly St, Golden Point, 3350

Kids need to bring along a big packed lunch & large refillable drink
bottle. Dress in comfortable sports clothing!
Ballarat Netball Association
3@ 115 Barkly St, Golden Point, 3350
8am - 5pm Weekdays
Kinder - Grade 6 - Enroll online

www . kellysports.com.au/greater-ballarat

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 22.



