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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Friday 24th October 
Division Golf Tournament at 

Mt Xavier Golf Course 
(selected Yr 4-6 students) 

 

2.30pm Assembly led by 
6MM 

 

Book Club 7 last order day 
 

Monday 27th October 
Pupil free day 

 

Friday 31st October 
Junior Sports Day for all 

Foundation-Year 2 students 
and Yr 6 Sports Captains 

 

Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 
donation for MercyWorks 

 

Monday 3rd November 
Pupil free day 

 

Tuesday 4th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday - Pupil free day 

 

Wednesday 5th November 
Eureka Division Cricket 

at Alfredton Reserve 
(selected Yr 5 & 6 students) 

 

Friday 7th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 14th November 
No Assembly 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 21st November 
Interschool Sport with 
Emmaus – Yr 5 @ SFX,  

Yr 6 @ Emmaus 
 

No Assembly 
 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

 

 
 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
 

Dear families, 

Last week was a challenging one for our school community. 

Times must be very difficult for some people. In the early hours of Saturday morning, a small 

group entered our school grounds and removed copper wiring. They worked in dangerous 

and muddy conditions, cutting through cables that were deeply embedded in the ground and 

leaving live wires exposed. One wrong move could have resulted in serious injury or worse. 

It is difficult to understand what drives someone to take such risks. I can only assume they 

were hoping to make some quick money. While our school community has been 

disadvantaged by their actions, I also find myself wondering how disadvantaged these people 

must be to resort to such desperate measures. Surely, there are safer and more honest ways 

to make a living — even in tough times. 

When events like this occur, we can either focus on the negative or look for the good that 

often emerges in response. In our case, the good was clear. So many people stepped forward 

to help — staff, parents, neighbours, and our wonderful 

tradespeople. The theft was first discovered by parents who were 

giving their time to help keep our school clean and tidy over the 

weekend. That’s what true community looks like in action. 

Thank you for your support during what has been a 

challenging time. I know it wasn’t easy to keep children home 

at short notice, and your patience and understanding are 

deeply appreciated. We have had a great week at school despite 

a challenging start. We look forward to a great term ahead. 
 
 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
  

 

School Uniform 

We set the goal for every child to be wearing their school summer uniform by the start of 

week 5. This allows for the changeable spring weather to settle into the rhythms of summer. 

While we are in a transitional stage it is still important to wear correct uniform including 

socks and all footwear. Remember hats too! 
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Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

Staff News        We offer our congratulations and best wishes to Ms. McLean who became 

engaged to Luke over the recent holiday period. We are delighted to share 

Estelle’s news! 

We wish Ms. Rose well as she prepares to be married to Andreaus this week. 

May the God of all good things bless you on this special day! 
 

 

Farewell Bella    We say farewell to Bella Prendergast this week. Bella will be missed by the community of Saint 

Francis Xavier where she has been working as a valued member of our Learning Support team. Safe travels Bella as 

you head off to explore Canada! 
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Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 19, 2025    Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to teach them that they should always pray and never become discouraged. 
“In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected people. And there was a widow in that 
same town who kept coming to him and pleading for her rights, saying, ‘Help me against my opponent!’ For a long 
time the judge refused to act, but at last he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or respect people, yet 
because of all the trouble this widow is giving me, I will see to it that she gets her rights. If I don’t, she will keep on 
coming and finally wear me out!’” 
And the Lord continued, “Listen to what the corrupt judge said. Now, will God not judge in favour of his own people 
who cry to him night and day for help? Will he be slow to help them? I tell you, he will judge in their favour and do it 
quickly. But will the Son of Man find faith in the earth when he comes?” (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 
Gospel reflection 
Jesus tells us a story about a bad judge and a woman who wants justice – she wants what is right and fair. Judges are 
supposed to be fair and honest, but this wasn’t always the case. The prophets in the Bible were always getting angry 
with bad judges- if the judges didn’t sort out the problems fairly then people would suffer again and again. The 
woman was ignored by the judge, but she didn’t give up. She just kept asking the judge to make things right. 
Eventually, just to get rid of her, he gave her what she wanted. Her prayers were finally answered. 
Why do you think Jesus told us this story? What does he want us to understand? There are many things that are 
unfair in our world and there are many people like the woman in the story who struggle to make their voices heard.  
This year is a Jubilee Year, a special year when we try to make the world a fairer place for all people to live in. We are 
called to join together as pilgrims of hope, working together for God’s kingdom of justice, peace and love. 
 
Our Challenge: Whose voice do we need to hear to help make the world a fairer place? (Adapted from CAFOD website) 
 
 
Mercy Mass Thanks: 
Thank you to our Parish Priest Fr Justin for celebrating Mass with us at St Alipius Church on Friday 10th October. 
Fr Justin spoke to us about the famous Catherine McAuley quote “We should be shining lamps, giving light to all 
around us” and how we can all show this light in our lives. 
Special thanks also to our amazing Mercy Leaders who welcomed us to our celebration and spoke about spreading 
kindness, hope and light wherever we go. 
We welcomed many of the local Sisters of Mercy and Mercy Associates - their presence and support are a reminder 
of our wonderful history and the values of Catherine McAuley that our school holds dear. Thank you to all the 
families, friends and parish members who joined us and to the students, who were so interested, reverent, curious 
and who participated in our celebration beautifully.  
  
 
 
  

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
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Curriculum News 
 
Welcome back to Term 4! 
This term is full of exciting activities and events for our students and staff. Starting soon students will be completing 
assessments from our PAT suite. PAT (Progressive Achievement Tests) help teachers understand each child’s 
progress in reading, maths, and vocabulary. The results provide valuable insights to guide learning, highlight 
strengths, and identify areas for growth. These assessments also support teachers in preparing accurate and 
informative Semester 2 reports. 

Please continue to check Seesaw regularly for up-to-date learning shared by your children. As the term progresses, 
more posts will appear. Both children and teachers are always delighted to see your comments and encouragement. 
Thank you for continuing to take an active interest in your child’s learning. 

Week of October 12 - October 19 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

                                      
                                   110 

                                   New Student Posts 

 

 
28 

Comments 
 

 
Enjoy the week ahead.  
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 

 

School Closure Day – Staff Professional Learning 

Monday 27th October is a School Closure Day (Pupil-Free Day). On this day, all staff will engage in professional 
learning focused on literacy across our school. Staff will be working with DOBCEL Literacy Leaders from the FLARE 
Structured Literacy Team to deepen our understanding and practice of explicit instruction through the “I Do, We Do, 
You Do” model. 

Staff will also explore strategies from Doug Lemov’s Teach Like a Champion to strengthen classroom management, 
enhance student engagement, and improve learning outcomes. We will put a spotlight on our data to inform the 
teaching and learning in the classroom. This day forms part of our ongoing professional commitment to engaging 
with contemporary best-practice research and ensuring continual improvement in teaching and learning for all 
students.  

 
 
 

Lindy Harty, 
  Literacy Leader 

 

 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 3: Children and young people are empowered about their rights, participate in decisions 
affecting them and are taken seriously.  
 

 
SPECIAL REPORT: World Mental Health Day 
 
World Mental Health Day is marked every year on the 10th of October as a reminder of the importance of mental 
health to our overall wellbeing. It is a day that encourages families, schools, workplaces and communities across the 
globe to start conversations, reduce stigma and highlight the support available for those who may be struggling. 
 
Mental health challenges can affect anyone: children, teens and adults alike. Recognising this helps us create more 
compassionate and supportive environments.  
 
Parents and caregivers play a central role in shaping the mental health of their children. World Mental Health Day is 
an opportunity to pause and reflect on the pressures young people face in today’s world and how we can best 
support them. Whether it’s helping children find balance between school, technology and rest; encouraging open 
conversations about feelings; or modelling healthy coping strategies ourselves - small steps at home can make a big 
difference. 
 
By engaging with resources and discussions on this day and everyday, families can strengthen their understanding of 
mental health and contribute to a culture where seeking help is seen as a sign of strength, not weakness. 
 
This SchoolTV Special Report highlights the importance of World Mental Health Day and offers practical suggestions 
for how your family can acknowledge and support it together. 
 
Here is the link to our Special Report: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-
world-mental-health-day-au  
 
 

Sending cheers your way, 
 
 

 

 
  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-world-mental-health-day-au
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-world-mental-health-day-au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Regional Athletics 
Hurricane-like conditions played havoc at the recent Greater Western Region Athletics at Llanberris. Despite the 
conditions, we were proudly represented by 13 amazing students with everyone showing grit and determination to 
do their best. Congratulations to Sidney, Jed, Alex & Tom who have qualified to run at the State Championships later 
this term. 
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Division Golf 
Well done to all of the students that were selected to represent SFX at this Friday's Division Golf tournament at 
Mt Xavier Golf Club. All relevant information has been sent to the families of those students selected. 
 
SFX Junior Sports Day 
A highlight on the school calendar is the Junior Sports Day, which will once again be conducted at Russell Square on 
Friday October 31st. Students in Foundation, Yr 1 & Yr 2 will participate in a variety of fun activities as well as 
running and relay races. Our Yr 6 Sports Captains will manage the day and this is a wonderful opportunity for them 
to engage with the younger students and show their leadership skills. 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 3 - Friday Oct 24th - Division Golf Tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Course (selected students from Yr 4, 5 
& 6) 

 Week 4 - Friday Oct 31st - SFX Junior Sports Day -  (all students in F-2 + Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 5th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 7 - Friday November 21st - Interschool Sport with Emmaus - Yr 5 @ SFX, Yr 6 @ Emmaus 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 

 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

 
P&F News 

  
 Santa Photos!!! 

The P&F are excited to bring you an opportunity to meet Santa & capture your own magical memories – this 
is your opportunity to have Santa photos without it costing a fortune – for a gold coin donation come and 
meet Santa, use your own phone or camera and capture your own photos – perfect to use on your Christmas 
cards – Sunday 9th November (See flyer for more details) – bookings essential – reserve your time slot in the 
office – spots are limited – book early to avoid disappointment! 
  

 We are super excited to announce that the SFX COLOUR RUN is back for 2025 - Friday 14th November  
Last Friday we launched the 2025 SFX Colour Run, the eldest child in your family would have bought home a 
letter which contains a link & a QR code where you can sign your child up with their own cybersafe online 
fundraising page and start receiving donations as well as additional information about this years colour run. 

This year we will have spot prizes every day the kids are at school – to be eligible for these spot prizes you 
need to sign your child up with their own fundraising page.  You can also use the QR code on the flyer in the 
newsletter or the following link: https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/ 

We will be looking for volunteers on the day of the Colour Run to ensure that it runs smoothly.  Please reach 
out to Lisa Clark on 0412 647 737 if you are able to help – please note you will need a Working with 
Childrens card. There will also be a Consent form sent out via PAM in the coming weeks – please keep an eye 
out for this. Happy Fundraising! 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/
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 Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs 

 RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 
For the months of September & October 2025 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to 
participate in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Northway store – corner Doveton & 
Norman St 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box. 
  
 

  
 
  

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

  
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 
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Attachments 
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    17th October    Hosted by FTW    Theme: Excellence 

Excellence - Being the best person we can be. We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 
 

FLP Jacob Walker,  Spencer Belsar 4JS Noah Osciak, Leo Dodd, Abbey Williams 

FGJ 
Harvey Rowland, Lula Blomeley 
Term 3 Respect - Arthur Latchford 

4LK Archie Gerdtz, James Bodnar 

FBO’K Nehemiah Abraham, Daphne Reus 4KB Casey Hartup, Sophie Knowles, Alora Warren 

FTW Eva Ludbrook, Teddy Veal 5CC Eli Jones, Bridie Millington 

1JS Aria Steinman, Harry Jolly 5ZP Mollie Arnts, Remi James 

1EM Parker Davis , Rex Owins 5QM James Bosworth, NIxon George 

1GT Murphy Daniel, Jed Phelan 6PB Lois Cummins, Evie Tuffen 

2RR Harvey Mason, Yael Vasserman 6ZA Lachie De Lorenzo, Evie Staley 

2MH Noa Cavanagh, Zephyr Swanson 6MM Maddie Murphy, Archie Williams 

2TS Tom Stanley, Frankie Richards EE 1JS 

3LL Arlo Troon, Eliza Vallance PA Claudia Cochrane, Elizabeth Baruwa 

3JT Devon McCartin, Ignatius Rush VA Pippa Gleeson , Edie Brennan 

3DG Paityn Grant, Oscar Kersley PE Jasper Govan, Ada Mason 

  Tch Harry McMahon , Bailey McCartin 

Principal’s Award:   
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Community News 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         17. 

 

 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         18. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         19. 

 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         20. 

 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         21. 

 

 

 
 


