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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Friday 31st October 
Junior Sports Day for all 

Foundation-Year 2 students 
and Yr 6 Sports Captains 

 

Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 
donation for MercyWorks 

 

Monday 3rd November 
Pupil free day 

 

Tuesday 4th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday - Pupil free day 

 

Wednesday 5th November 
Eureka Division Cricket 

at Alfredton Reserve 
(selected Yr 5 & 6 students) 

 

Thursday 6th November 
Victorian State Track & Field 

@ Lakeside Stadium (for 
qualifiers from Regional 

event) 
 

Friday 7th November 
No Assembly 

 

Friday 14th November 
No Assembly 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 21st November 
Interschool Sport with 
Emmaus – Yr 5 @ SFX,  

Yr 6 @ Emmaus 
 

No Assembly 
 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
 

Dear families, 
 

We had the last of our Friday class assemblies last week. This really confirms for us that we 
are in the final stages of the year. While it isn’t time to count down the days yet, we are 
certainly making the most of every moment.  
 

Throughout the year, we take every opportunity to celebrate learning. Class assemblies are 
always a highlight—moments when children share their learning with confidence and pride. 
Their enthusiasm is contagious, and it’s wonderful to see our community come together to 
acknowledge their achievements. If you’ve been one of the many parents or friends who 
have attended an assembly, I’m sure you would agree. 
 

We still have many weeks ahead before 
we bring our school year to a close. The 
children are working hard at school to 
achieve their learning goals, and we can 
see the results of all their hard work. 
Don’t be afraid to ask your children 
about their learning time at school. Every 
day brings a new learning adventure, and 
that really is something to be proud of! 
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
  

Thank You! 
Thanks to all families for your support of our school closure day. We spent the day working 
with the Structured Literacy team from Catholic Education. We have been working diligently 
to provide direct and explicit instruction to our students, and it was great to be able to delve 
deeper into the best learning strategies to enhance learning opportunities for all. Our final 
school closure day for the year will be held on Monday 3 November. 
 
Congratulations to Our Basketball Teams! 

Congratulations to Alex, Eli, Noah, Chloe, Minti, 
Emily, Amelia, Elizabeth and Sophie from our 
school who have been selected to represent 
Ballarat in the Victorian Junior Basketball League 
for the 2025/2026 season. These children are 

training weekly for the big competitions which begin on 6 March 2026. Well done children! 
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Classes for 2026    As we approach the end of the year, planning is already underway for class placements for 2026. 
This is a thoughtful and detailed process that involves careful consideration of many factors to ensure the best 
possible learning environment for every child. Once this work is complete, classes will be finalised and shared in mid-
December.  While we will not be seeking parent input into class placements, please be assured that our teachers 
bring a wealth of experience and deep knowledge of their students to this process. They work collaboratively to 
create well-balanced classes that support the learning and wellbeing of all students. 
 

News from our Staff 
 

 Congratulations to Ms. Rose who was married on the weekend. We wish Rose and 
       Andreus a life of fun and many blessings together. 
 

 Congratulations to Ms. Caitie who is expecting the birth of her second baby next  
       year. We wish Caitlyn and Pat all the best as they prepare for a new addition to the  
       family. 
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Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday October 26, 2025       Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year C) 
Gospel: Luke 18: 9-14 Jesus also told this parable to people who were sure of their own goodness and despised 
everybody else. “Once there were two men who went up to the Temple to pray: one was a Pharisee, the other a tax 
collector. 
 

The Pharisee stood apart by himself and prayed, ‘I thank you, God, that I am not greedy, dishonest, or an adulterer, 
like everybody else. I thank you that I am not like that tax collector over there. I fast two days a week, and I give you 
a tenth of all my income.’ 
 
But the tax collector stood at a distance and would not even raise his face to heaven, but beat on his breast and said, 
‘God, have pity on me, a sinner!’ I tell you,” said Jesus, “the tax collector and not the Pharisee, was in the right with 
God when he went home. For those who make themselves great will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be made great.” (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 
Gospel reflection: The Pharisee is full of pride. He thinks he’s brilliant, that he’s done everything right and that God 
must love him very much. The tax collector is humble and sorry- he knows that and is asking for forgiveness. The two 
men behaved very differently in the temple that day, didn’t they? The Pharisee was proud and thought he knew 
better than other people. The tax collector knew that he was no better than anyone else and that only God could 
give him the forgiveness and mercy he needed. The Pharisee judged the tax collector. He thought the tax collector 
wasn’t as good as he was.   
 
No matter who we are, where we come from, the colour of our skin, whether we are rich or poor, tall or short, we 
are special to God. God loves us all very much. We are all equal and special in the eyes of God, who loves us all. 
Think about the things that you could do better, say sorry to God for the times you get things wrong and ask God to 
help you to get them right next time. God is always ready to listen and to forgive us when we say sorry. 
 
Our Challenge: This week try not to judge others because they are different to you. Try to treat all people you meet 
with kindness and respect. (Adapted from CAFOD website) 

Free Dress Day Reminder: NO COSTUMES PLEASE 
This Friday October 31st, students are invited to wear free dress in support of 
MercyWorks, an organisation that helps people build brighter futures through 
education, health care and community development. Please bring a gold coin 
donation to support the important work of the Sisters of Mercy and their partners 
across Australia and the Asia-Pacific region. Let’s show our Mercy spirit by helping 
to make a difference!  

 
What is MercyWorks?  

 
MercyWorks is a not-for-profit charity organisation supporting long term development projects in Australia and the 
South-East Asia Pacific region, including Papua New Guinea, The Philippines and Timor-Leste. MercyWorks run 
world-class programs that engage in partnership with challenged communities to enjoy the right to basic resources, 
such as education, healthcare and social services. 
From providing education support to refugee and Indigenous students in Australia, to providing agricultural training 
in remote communities in Papua New Guinea, to reducing the rates of malnutrition in Timor-Leste, to walking with 
young women and girls who have experienced human trafficking in the Philippines, MercyWorks help improve the 
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lives of vulnerable people.  
 
Why do we ask the children to share what they have? 
St Francis Xavier Primary School is a Catholic school and a Mercy school-this means that we teach Catholic Christian 
values to our students. These values are inspired by the behaviour of Jesus, who healed the sick, taught people, 
helped those in need and cared for all people no matter their nationality or religion. These are also the values that 
Catherine McAuley followed when she began the Sisters of Mercy in the 1800s. 
  
 
  

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
 

Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 4: Families and communities are informed and involved in promoting child safety and 
wellbeing.  
 
At St Francis Xavier Primary School, we are committed to nurturing students who are kind, confident and respectful 
of others. Through our Resilience, Rights & Respectful Relationships program, students learn about empathy, 
fairness and the importance of treating everyone with respect - both in the classroom and beyond. 
 
Recently, a regional initiative called the Ballarat Saturation Model has been gaining momentum. Developed through 
Women’s Health Grampians, it aims to create communities that are safe, equal and free from gender-based 
violence. The model highlights that teaching and modelling respect early in life helps prevent future harm and 
strengthens the wellbeing of all people. 
 
A key message from this work is that gender equality benefits everyone. When children are encouraged to be 
themselves - free from rigid ideas about what they “should” do - they grow up with stronger confidence, better 
mental health and healthier relationships. It’s also a reminder that everyday actions make a big difference. The 
language we use, how we share roles and how we respond to disrespectful comments all shape the kind of 
community our children see and experience.  
 
As part of the Ballarat Saturation Model, local organisations, schools and families are encouraged to become “active 
bystanders" -people who speak up or act when they see unfair or disrespectful behaviour. Whether it’s challenging a 
stereotype, encouraging fairness in play, or simply showing kindness and inclusion, each small action contributes to a 
safer and more respectful culture for everyone.  
 
By working together - at home, at school and across our community - we can continue to build a generation of young 
people who value equality, celebrate diversity and treat others with genuine respect. 
 
SchoolTV have released a book review for a book titled ‘You, Me and Empathy’ by Jayneen Sanders which fits in 
lovely with the beliefs presented in the Ballarat Saturation Model. To read the review and/or purchase the book 
please click the following link: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-external-resource/you-me-and-
empathy-jayneen-sanders  
 
 

Sending cheers your way, 
 
 

 
  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-external-resource/you-me-and-empathy-jayneen-sanders
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-external-resource/you-me-and-empathy-jayneen-sanders
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Division Golf 
Well done to the wonderful group of students that participated in last Friday's Division Golf tournament at Mt Xavier 
Golf Club. The weather looked a bit sketchy at the start but turned into a magnificent day for golf. All students did 
their best and should be proud of the way they played and their attitude. Congratulations to Rhys and Levi who have 
qualified for the Regional event later in the term. A special shout out to all of the adults that gave up their time and 
helped on the day. 
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SFX Junior Sports Day    The excitement is building as we edge closer to the Junior Sports Day which will once again 
be conducted at Russell Square on Friday October 31st. Students in Foundation, Yr 1 & Yr 2 will participate in a 
variety of fun activities as well as running and relay races. Our Yr 6 Sports Captains will manage the day and this is a 
wonderful opportunity for them to engage with the younger students and show their leadership skills. All 
information regarding the day can be found on the PAM notification. 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs    If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball 
dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 4 - Friday Oct 31st - SFX Junior Sports Day -  (all students in F-2 + Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
 Week 5 - Wednesday Nov 5th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 5 - Thursday Nov 6th - Victorian State Track & Field @ Lakeside Stadium (qualifiers from Regional 

event) 
 Week 7 - Friday November 21st - Interschool Sport with Emmaus - Yr 5 @ SFX, Yr 6 @ Emmaus 

 
 
Have a great week. 
 

 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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P&F News 
  

 Santa Photos!!! 
The P&F are excited to bring you an opportunity to meet Santa & capture your own magical memories – this 
is your opportunity to have Santa photos without it costing a fortune – for a gold coin donation come and 
meet Santa, use your own phone or camera and capture your own photos – perfect to use on your Christmas 
cards – Sunday 9th November (See flyer for more details) – bookings essential – reserve your time slot in the 
office – spots are limited – book early to avoid disappointment! 
  

 We are super excited to announce that the SFX COLOUR RUN is back for 2025 - Friday 14th November 2025 
Make sure you have signed your child up with their own fundraising page – not just to collect donations, but 
to be in the running for our spot prizes throughout the campaign – prizes drawn every day! 
https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/                      
  
We will be looking for volunteers for to help on the day of the Colour Run to ensure it runs smoothly – 
please reach out to Lisa Clark on 0412 647 737 if you are able to help – you will need a Working With 
Children card.  
There will also be consent forms sent out on PAM in the coming weeks 
 
Happy Fundraising!      

   
 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DONATIONS – We are seeking donations for our Christmas Raffle – if you would like to 

make a donation, or know someone or a Business who would like to make a donation – please reach out to 
Lisa Clark 0412 647 737 – or drop your donation into the office 

 
 Uniform Shop 

Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs – We will be holding another Pop Up Shop on Tuesday 2nd December – we would love if 
anyone who has uniforms that no longer fit be donated prior to this date! 
   

 RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 
For the months of September & October 2025 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to 
participate in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Northway store – corner Doveton & 
Norman St. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box. 
  
 

  
  
 

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

  
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 

https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/
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ASSEMBLY AWARDS    24th October    Hosted by 6MM    Theme: Justice 

Justice means being the best person we can be. 
We always try our hardest, even when it's difficult, just like Jesus did. 

 

FLP Laila Jennings and Flynn Warr 4JS Ella Wilson, Austin Roberts, Milla Kingston 

FGJ Marley Gull and Olli McGregor 4LK Keeva Humphries and Percy Veal 

FBO’K Riley Smith and George Ellis 4KB Mackenzie Donnelly, Ailbe Kirby & Freddie Lynch 

FTW Noah Stewart and Amelia Toohey 5CC Logan Psimaris and Alexis Toohey 

1JS Jimmy Robinson & Audrey Giles  5ZP Milla Richardson & Sibella Moore 

1EM Lola Troon and Elsie Howe 5QM Hannah Firth & Evie Spiers 

1GT Ava Kelishadi and Charlie Johnson 6PB Mila Knowles and Lyla Harney 

2RR Connor Allan and Ruby Miles 6ZA Asha Toohey, Ivy Miles & Claudia Cochrane 

2MH Matilda Walshe and Alex O’Reilly 6MM Alex Ponsonby and Haddie Morley 

2TS Tom Green & Polly O’Loughlin EE  

3LL Hazel De Lorenzo & Noah McGregor PA Alex Ponsonby, Charlie Kersley and Sidney Porter 

3JT Ollie Rumble and Oakley Smith VA No awards this week as Mrs Molloy is away. 

3DG Damilare Baruwa and Violet Toohey PE  

  Tch Jimmy Faull (3LL) & Charlie Ryan (2RR) 

Principal’s Award:  Ella Uljanic, Elizabeth Baruwa, Lily Martin 

 


