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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Monday 3rd November 
Pupil free day 

 

Tuesday 4th November 
Melbourne Cup Public 
Holiday - Pupil free day 

 

Wednesday 5th November 
Eureka Division Cricket 

at Alfredton Reserve 
(selected Yr 5 & 6 students) 

 

Thursday 6th November 
Victorian State Track & Field 

@ Lakeside Stadium (for 
qualifiers from Regional 

event) 
 

Friday 7th November 
No Assembly 

 

Sunday 9th November 
Santa Photos for those who 

have reserved a spot 
 

Friday 14th November 
No Assembly 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 21st November 
Interschool Sport with 
Emmaus – Yr 5 @ SFX,  

Yr 6 @ Emmaus 
 

No Assembly 
 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

In the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
 

Dear families, 
 

Once again, our school was the target of unwelcome visitors last week. Copper wiring was 
stolen from our grounds, and, once again, learning was interrupted for our children. It’s hard 
to believe that lightning can strike twice in the same place, and yet it can. Desperate 
individuals, with just enough knowledge to access the pits and remove what they wanted, 
caused significant damage to our school. 
 
Of course, we will recover—and in fact, we already have. Yet the feelings of intrusion and 
violation remain strong. Our amazing service providers have worked tirelessly to restore 
power and repair the damage, and we are extremely grateful for their hard work and 
commitment to our school. 
 
When we discovered the damage early Tuesday morning, we had to act quickly. We knew 
families would already be on their way to school or preparing to drop children off. A message 
was sent out immediately, and as always, our parent community rallied to support us in our 
time of need. Your flexibility and understanding, even with such short notice, were deeply 
appreciated. Those children who remained at school embraced a different type of day and 
were wonderfully accepting of the changes that had to be made. Our staff, as always, 
provided exceptional care for all students, and I am very proud of their efforts. 
 
Where to from here? That’s a good question. We are currently exploring additional security 
measures around the school, which you may notice in the coming weeks. Fortunately, our 
CCTV system captured valuable information that has been shared with police. New vandal-
proof pit covers are in place, and we remain hopeful that we won’t have to experience this 
type of incident again. 
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
  

 
 

School Closure Day 
Thank you to all families who supported our school closure day this week. We worked on 
assessment and reporting as we enter into the second half of the school year. Days like these 
are incredibly important and we certainly appreciate your support. 
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Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday November 2, 2025       All Saints (Year C)  
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples gathered round him, and he began to 
teach them:  
“Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor; the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
“Happy are those who mourn; God will comfort them! 
“Happy are those who are humble; they will receive what God has promised! 
“Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires; God will satisfy them fully! 
“Happy are those who are merciful to others; God will be merciful to them! 
“Happy are the pure in heart; they will see God! 
“Happy are those who work for peace; God will call them his children! 
“Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires; the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them! 
“Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of evil lies against you because you are 
my followers. Be happy and glad, for a great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived 
before you were persecuted.” (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 
Our Challenge: Perhaps this week we can try particularly hard to remember what it is that Jesus asks of us. Perhaps 
you could choose to try and be one of the types of people that Jesus says will be happy this week: gentle and 
humble, merciful, peaceful, doing what is right. Perhaps you could show special care to those who are sad, laughed 
at, hurt or poor. 
 
 

 
 
Invitation to Visit our School Chapel: Over the weekend (November 
2nd), the Catholic Church celebrated All Souls' Day, a time to 
remember and pray for our loved ones who have passed away. We 
are reminded of the universal human experience of mortality and the 
eternal promise of God's love and mercy. In doing so, we 
acknowledge the enduring connection that we share with those who 
have gone before us.  
 
This week we invite you to visit our school chapel; to perhaps light a 
candle or say a prayer (according to your faith tradition) to honour 
the memory of your departed loved ones.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         3. 

 

 

Curriculum News 
 

Last Friday we celebrated World Teachers’ Day!  We thank all the incredible 
staff at St Francis Xavier Primary School. Each of you makes a difference — every 
day, in every classroom, for every child.  
 

 Your dedication, care and creativity help our students grow, learn and shine. 
We are truly grateful for all that you do to inspire and nurture our learners. 

 Thank you for making SFX a place where hearts and minds flourish!  

 

Teaching and Learning Update 

Term Four is well underway, with teachers and students working hard to consolidate the learning from 2025 and 
ensure every child is well prepared for success in 2026. We remain committed to using the Stepping Stones Maths 
curriculum and Mental Maths to help all students build strong skills and confidence as mathematicians—both at SFX 
and beyond. As always, we continue to strive for excellence in the teaching and learning experiences we provide 
each day. 

Throughout this term, teachers will continue to share student progress through our assessment schedule and 
the Seesaw Digital Journal platform. Assessment tasks posted on Seesaw highlight your child’s achievements. 
Teachers are also busy preparing Semester Two Reports, which will be shared later this term. Each child will receive 
a written report along with progression points that reflect their learning achievements in alignment with 
the Victorian Curriculum (Version 2). 

Seesaw also provides us with insights into our usage. Below is a snapshot of our Week 4 engagement. 

           Week of October 26 - November 2 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

 
237 

New Student Posts 

 
104 

Comments 

 

Enjoy the short week. 

 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement 
 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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P&F News 
  

 Santa Photos!!! 
The P&F are excited to bring you an opportunity to meet Santa & capture your own magical memories – this 
is your opportunity to have Santa photos without it costing a fortune – for a gold coin donation come and 
meet Santa, use your own phone or camera and capture your own photos – perfect to use on your Christmas 
cards – Sunday 9th November (See flyer for more details) – bookings essential – reserve your time slot in the 
office – spots are limited – book early to avoid disappointment! 
  

 We are super excited to announce that the SFX COLOUR RUN is back for 2025 - Friday 14th November 2025 
Make sure you have signed your child up with their own fundraising page – not just to collect donations, but 
to be in the running for our spot prizes throughout the campaign – prizes drawn every day! 
https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/                      
  
We will be looking for volunteers for to help on the day of the Colour Run to ensure it runs smoothly – 
please reach out to Lisa Clark on 0412 647 737 if you are able to help – you will need a Working With 
Children card.  
There will also be consent forms sent out on PAM in the coming weeks 
 
Happy Fundraising!      

   
 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DONATIONS – We are seeking donations for our Christmas Raffle – if you would like to 

make a donation, or know someone or a Business who would like to make a donation – please reach out to 
Lisa Clark 0412 647 737 – or drop your donation into the office 

 
 Uniform Shop 

Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs – We will be holding another Pop Up Shop on Tuesday 2nd December – we would love if 
anyone who has uniforms that no longer fit be donated prior to this date! 
   

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

  
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 

https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/
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