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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Friday 14th November 
Year 6 Graduation photos 

 

2pm Colour Run on our oval 
 

No Assembly 
 

Friday 21st November 
Interschool Sport with 
Emmaus – Yr 5 @ SFX,  

Yr 6 @ Emmaus 
 

No Assembly 
 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Tuesday 25th November 
6.30pm Foundation 

information night in gym 
 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Last day for Reverse Advent 
Calendar donations 

 

Last day for Book Club 
Issue 8 orders 

 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

 

Moving up day for whole 
school 

 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

in our Gym 
 

Tuesday 9th December 
5pm Christmas Carols Night 

 

Friday 12th December 
Yr 6 Students v Staff annual 

netball match 
 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 
Dear families, 

In just four weeks, our federal government will introduce new legislation restricting social 
media access for children under 16 years of age. This represents a significant step forward in 
the area of cyber safety and is being closely watched by many other countries. 

The new restrictions are designed to protect children from the pressures and risks associated 
with social media use. These risks often stem from design features that encourage excessive 
screen time and expose young users to content that can impact their health and wellbeing. 
It’s important to note that online gaming and standalone messaging apps are excluded from 
the new rules. However, messaging services that include social-media-style features—such as 
content sharing or public interaction—may fall under the new age restrictions, as will 
messaging features accessed through age-restricted social media platforms. 

As someone who occasionally encounters the darker side of social media, I am very aware of 
the impact it can have on young people. As an educator, I’ve seen firsthand the effects of 
overexposure to screens; and as a parent, I understand how central technology has become 
in all our lives. I’m hopeful that these new regulations will help address these challenges and 
provide parents with greater support as 
we navigate this evolving space together. 

With the new laws taking effect on 
December 10, now may be a good time to 
start preparing and having those 
important family discussions. 

 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 

 

November – Our time to remember 
During the month of November, we like to stop for a moment to recall friends and family who 
have died. As part of our remembering time, we have set up a prayer focus in our school 
chapel. If you would like to spend a moment in prayer or reflection, please feel welcome to 
visit our chapel at any time during the day.                    

May theirs, and the souls of all the faithfully departed, rest in peace. Amen 
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SFX Colour Run 
Are you ready for the Colour Run on Friday? This is a great day of fun for all students as they come together to enjoy 
some special fun and games. 

Each year our Parents & Friends Committee works hard to raise funds 
for our school. Special events like the Colour Run add something 
unique to the year while at the same time assisting us to reach our 
goals. This year we would like to add to our adventure playground 
with some new and exciting equipment. We are aiming high to raise 
funds and the Colour Run is something that the children can 
contribute to as part of our school community. We still have a bit of a 
way to go if we want to reach our targets so if you haven’t offered 
sponsorship yet, it’s not too late! Dig deep and enjoy hearing your 
children’s account of how they ran and dodged colour jets to help our 
school. Of course, all members of our community are welcome to join 
us. We will gather on the oval to commence at 2.00pm. 

 

Thankyou Parents & Friends! 

Thank you to our Parents & Friends Committee who organised family Santa photos 
yesterday. Many families were able to take up the opportunity to have a free photo 
with Santa before he gets too busy in the lead up to Christmas. Our P&F do a great job 
throughout the year supporting our school and helping to build community at SFX. 
Thank you, P&F! 

 

Summer School Uniform 
As we move into the warmer months, students are now required to wear their summer school uniform for the 
remainder of the school year. This will continue until the end of Term 1, 2026. 

A reminder that hats are a compulsory part of the uniform during this period. Please ensure your child brings a hat to 
school each day to support our SunSmart practices and keep everyone protected while outdoors. 

 
 
Congratulations SFX Athletics Team! 
Our senior boys competed in the State Athletics Championships last week at Lakeside 
stadium. Congratulations to Sidney, Tom, Jed and Alex who not only represented our school 
so well but also secured a silver medal for the boys 100-metre relay making them one of the 
fastest relay teams in Victoria! We also congratulate Sidney who came 8th in the 100-metre 
sprint finals. Well done team! 
 
 
Cover- Up Clothing 
With the warmer weather (hopefully) not too far away, children may cease bringing cover up clothing to school. We 
will continue to remind the children to play safely on the yard and to enjoy their break times respectfully. 
 
 
Simon User Update 
DOBCEL would like to acknowledge the support and patience that all families have shown while the SIMON platform 
has been out of action across all of our schools. We are hopeful that SIMON will be up and operating again soon. 
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Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday November 9, 2025      The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (Year C)  
Gospel: John 2:13-22 
It was almost time for the Passover Festival, so Jesus went to Jerusalem. There in the Temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and pigeons, and also the moneychangers sitting at their tables. So he made a whip from cords and 
drove all the animals out of the Temple, both the sheep and the cattle; he overturned the tables of the money 
changers and scattered their coins; and he ordered those who sold the pigeons, “Take them out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that the scripture says, “My devotion to your 
house, O God, burns in me like a fire.” 
The Jewish authorities came back at him with a question, “What miracle can you perform to show us that you have 
the right to do this? Jesus answered, “Tear down this Temple, and in three days I will build it again.”  
“Are you going to build it again in three days?” they asked him. “It has taken forty-six years to build this Temple!” 
But the temple Jesus was speaking about was his body. So when he was raised from death his disciples remembered 
that he had said this, and they believed the scripture and what Jesus had said.  (Gospel passage taken from Good News 

Translation®) 
 

Gospel reflection: The temple was the highly symbolic place where civil and religious power melded into one. Jesus 
targets a central part of the corruption, the exploitation of pilgrims of their hard earned money. It was the poor who 
were being exploited through the sale of sacrificial doves and other animals, which by law they were obliged to buy. 
Those getting the payoff included the High Priest and his entourage, who in addition to any profits accrued, received 
taxes from vendors and money-changers. Jesus drove the traders all out of the Temple because he saw the meaning 
of the Temple as a holy sanctuary had been lost for ordinary people due to the greed of the traders and the ruling 
caste running the Temple. Jesus was standing up for what he believed in. He saw something that he did not think 
was fair or right and so he acted to change the situation. Just like Jesus stood up for what was right, we are called to 
do the same. 
 

Our Challenge: What do you do when you see something that you know is wrong or unfair? What can you do to 
change things that you know are unfair? (Adapted from CAFOD website and Jim Consedine “Driving Out the Money Changers” 2009) 

 

 

                      

 

ST FRANCIS XAVIER is proud to be involved  

in the 2025 Reverse Advent Calendar! 

What is a Reverse Advent Calendar?  

Unlike a regular Advent Calendar where the focus is on receiving a treat every day the Reverse 

Advent Calendar takes the focus off receiving and places the focus on giving to others. 

This aligns with our Catholic Social Teaching in providing preferential treatment for the poor 

and vulnerable. 
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To support this wonderful Ballarat initiative, our school is collecting donations of PASTA 

AND PASTA SAUCE to help fill any donated boxes that need extra items. This way, we can 

help ensure that every box recipient receives a special gift this Christmas. Boxes for 

donations will be situated in the school office and in classrooms. Please ensure all donations 

are received by Friday November 28 

Join us in spreading kindness and making a difference in our community! 

 
 
 

 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 

 
Sport/Physical Education News 

 

Division Cricket 
Some would say a typical Ballarat Spring day was on display at Alfredton Rec Res last Wednesday as our 4 SFX teams 
took to the fields in the Eureka Division Cricket tournament. We were represented by 32 wonderful students who all 
displayed outstanding skill, teamwork and sportspersonship. Congratulations to all of our teams and a special 
mention to the Villa 2 Girls and Boys teams for both finishing second overall in their divisions. A big thank you to 
Ms Astbury, Tegan and Bella for coaching and a special shoutout to Xavier Staley for giving up his time to also assist 
on the day. 
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SFX Junior Sports Day 
We got off to a magnificent start to the morning at our Junior Sports Day, but unfortunately the weather wasn't on 
our side and we had to call an early end to the day. A big thankyou to the families for your understanding. We are 
trying to organise something at school to conduct the running events as this is always a special part of the day. 
 
State Track and Field 
A huge congratulations to Tom K, Alex P, Jed H and Sidney P who ran at last week's Victorian State Track and Field 
event in Melbourne. After finishing second in their heat of the 4x100m relay, the boys ran in lane 5 in the final and in 
a super tight finish managed to win the silver medal. We are all very proud of you and you should all be extremely 
proud of yourselves too.  
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Term 4: 

 Week 7 - Friday November 21st - Interschool Sport with Emmaus - Yr 5 @ SFX, Yr 6 @ Emmaus 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 

 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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P&F News 
   

 

Only 4 more sleeps until Colour Run on Friday!!!  
2.00pm - 3.15pm 
  

 Volunteers are needed to make this event run smoothly, so if you can help out, please reach out to Lisa Clark 
on 0412 647 737 
  

Also don’t forget if you haven’t already signed your child up with a profile for your child to participate and raise 
money please do so asap - there are still lots of children not signed up! 
https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/. 
  

 Do you want to slime a teacher??? To be eligible for this you must be signed up and have collected donations! 
We also have 3 more spot prizes this week - the final prize will be given to the child with the most donations!!! 
  

 With PAM currently down, we require everyone to please send the school office an email with your consent for 
your child/children to participate in the Colour Run office@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 
  

 Casual clothes day - but remember to wear a white t-shirt if you can and clothes you don’t mind getting colour 
on! This includes a hat if possible - sunglasses will be provided! 
  

 Bring a bin bag or towel to sit on in the car on the way home 
  

 Bus kids bring a change of clothes please 
  

 Children will be given a Zooper Dooper after the run! 
  

 If you would like to come along and watch you are more than welcome! 
  
Thanks for everyone’s support for this event - we can’t wait for the kids to have a great afternoon!!! 

 
  
 

  

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DONATIONS – We are seeking donations for our Christmas Raffle – if you would like 
   to make a donation, or know someone or a Business who would like to make a donation – please reach out to  
   Lisa Clark 0412 647 737 – or drop your donation into the office – if we could have these in by the end of this  
   week please. 

  
  

 Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs – We will be holding another Pop Up Shop on Tuesday 2nd December – we would love if 
anyone who has uniforms that no longer fit be donated prior to this date! 

https://stfrancisxavierballarateast.goraiseit.com.au/
mailto:office@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

  
  

 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 
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 Attachments 
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  Community News 
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