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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Mon 24th – Wed 26th Nov 
Year 5 Camp 

 

Tuesday 25th November 
6.30pm Foundation 

information night in gym 
 

Friday 28th November 
Casual Dress Day - Gold coin 

donation for St Vinnies 
 

Last day for Book Club 
Issue 8 orders 

 

Monday 1st December 
Last day for Reverse Advent 

Calendar donations 
 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

 

Moving up day for whole 
school 

 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

in our Gym 
 

Tuesday 9th December 
5pm Christmas Carols Night 

 

Friday 12th December 
Yr 6 Students v Staff annual 

netball match 
 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

Our children have been producing some wonderful work recently. At this time of year, 
teachers can truly appreciate the fruits of three terms of dedicated learning. 

When we begin a new school year, our students stand at the very start of a long learning 
journey. Teachers understand the curriculum expectations and what each child needs to 
achieve to reach their expected levels of growth. We call this growth over time, and we know 
that reaching these outcomes requires steady effort and 
much perseverance. What may feel daunting in February 
becomes mastery by December. Small, consistent steps 
lead to significant progress. 

As we enter Week 8, we can confidently celebrate a rich 
year of learning and growth at Saint Francis Xavier School. 
Our children should feel proud of all they have achieved 
so far, and our staff can share in that pride. And while the 
year is drawing to a close, it’s not over yet — there is still 
plenty of learning ahead! 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 

  
 

End of Term – Start of Term    Classes cease for the 2025 school year on Thursday 18 
December at 2.20pm. Classes will resume for all students on Wednesday 28 January, 2026.  
 
 

Staff News 
We offer our congratulations to Mrs. Nicki McGannon who will be taking leave from her position at our school to 
commence a classroom teaching role at St. Brigid’s School, Ballan in 2026. Mrs. McGannon has been a valued 
member of our staff team for seven years and we wish her well for the next exciting adventure. Best of luck Nicki! 

 
 
Yr. 5 Camp 
We wish our Year 5 students and staff a very happy time on camp this week. The children have 

been looking forward to their camp for some time now and we can predict that they will have a 

great time. We wish you well Year 5 and look forward to hearing about your adventures. 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
St. Alipius Parish will hold Children’s Liturgy each Saturday evening during Advent at their 6pm Mass.  All children are 
welcome to attend.  The children will be taken out after the opening prayer and will return during the Procession of 
Gifts.  While out the children will complete an activity related to the readings for that Mass.  We hope to see you 
there.  
 

Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday November 23, 2025       Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (Year C) 
Gospel: Luke 23:35-43 
The people stood there watching while the Jewish leaders jeered at Jesus: “He saved others; let him save himself if 
he is the Messiah whom God has chosen!” 
The soldiers also mocked him: they came up to him and offered him cheap wine, and said, “Save yourself if you are 
the king of the Jews!” Above him were written these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals 
hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God? You received the same sentence he did. Ours, 
however, is only right because we are getting what we deserve for what we did; but he has done no wrong.” And he 
said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as King!” 
Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in Paradise with me.”(Gospel passage taken from Good News 

Translation) 

 
Gospel reflection:  In today’s Gospel we hear how Jesus is put to death on a cross and is laughed at and made fun of 
by the people watching. Can you imagine what it must have been like for Jesus in front of all those people, to be in 
pain and to be laughed at? How do you think Jesus felt? 
Even when things are bad, when we are frightened, or hurting, upset or lonely, Jesus is right there with us. He knows 
how it feels to be laughed at, to be sad, to be in pain. And just like he did with the second thief on the cross, he is 
always willing to love us and to welcome us.  
How do you think we can show our love for others as Jesus asks us to? We can be kind, welcoming and generous. We 
can make sure that when we have power, we use it as Jesus did – for the good of all people – not just to make 
ourselves rich and important. We can make sure we include others in our friendships and in our games. We can join 
together with others to raise money or to change a situation that we think is unfair. 
 
Our Challenge: This week, when things are difficult, remember that Jesus is always with you. When you see that 
things are difficult for others, perhaps you can try to do all that you can to be loving towards them and to help them. 
(Adapted from CAFOD website) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

FREE DRESS DAY REMINDER:  
Our last Free Dress Day this year is on this Friday, 
November 28.  
We are raising much needed funds for our St Vincent de 
Paul Ballarat East local chapter, so please bring along 
your gold coin donation, give generously and help us 
spread the love this Christmas! 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         3. 

 

 

 
                                Monday 1st December 
 
 
 
 

 

Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 
MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
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Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 6: People working with children and young people are suitable and supported to reflect child 
safety and wellbeing values in practice. 
 

 
 
SPECIAL REPORT: New Social Media Regulations: What you need to know 
 
From 10 December 2025, new laws will take effect in Australia to protect young people online by restricting access 
to social media for those under the age of 16. This important change reflects growing community concern about the 
impact of early social media use on children’s mental health, wellbeing and development. 
 
Research shows that social media can expose children to unrealistic comparisons, online pressure and harmful 
content long before they are emotionally ready to manage it. While regulation is a positive step forward, real safety 
begins at home. Families continue to play the most powerful role in helping children build confidence, resilience and 
awareness in the digital world. 
 
These new regulations provide an opportunity to talk openly with your child about their online experiences and what 
these changes mean for them. It’s also a chance to review family technology habits, reinforce healthy routines and 
explore age-appropriate ways for young people to connect, learn and express themselves.  
 
This Special Report explains what the new laws mean in practice and offers practical guidance to help families 
prepare for the upcoming changes.  
 
Here is the link to our Special Report: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-new-
social-media-regulations  
 
 

Sending cheers your way, 
 
 

 
  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  

 
 
 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-new-social-media-regulations
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-new-social-media-regulations
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P&F News 
 
 

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE IS LIVE – Our Annual SFX Christmas Raffle is now LIVE – please scan the QR Code to 
purchase your tickets!  32 Prizes to be won – some amazing prizes – don’t miss out. Thank you to all the 
Families & Businesses who have donated prizes – we really appreciate your support – please remember to 
support the Businesses who have made donations 

  
  

 CHRISTMAS CAROLS – Tuesday 9th December – 5pm – 8pm 
Food Trucks & P&F Sausage Sizzle & Hot Dog stand 
Pre-order Carboni’s pizzas or grazing boxes – order form in the office 
Special visit from Santa! 

 
 

 Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs – We will be holding another Pop Up Shop on Tuesday 2nd December – we would love if 
anyone who has uniforms that no longer fit be donated prior to this date! 
 
 

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

 
 
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 
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 Attachments 
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Community News 
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