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+ 

 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Tuesday 9th December 
Christmas Carols Night 

5.00pm Food Vans 
6.00pm Carols commence 

(see running sheet 
on page 3) 

 

Friday 12th December 
Yr 6 Students v Staff annual 

netball match 
 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy in our Gym 
 

Thursday 18th December 
12.40pm Assembly in Gym 

 

Final 2025 day for students 
2.20pm finish 

 

Wednesday 28th Jan 2026 
Classes resume for all 

students 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

Yesterday we lit the second Advent candle. Known as the Candle of Peace, it symbolises the 
journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. Following the first candle—the Candle of Hope—
we begin to deepen our understanding of the true meaning of Christmas during this season of 
preparation. 
 
At school, our Christmas preparations are well underway. The children are learning about the 
importance of preparing, waiting, and being ready. We know that Christmas will come, but we 
also want to ensure that our hearts are open to receiving the message of Jesus through the 
miracle of His birth. 
 
Each Monday morning at assembly we hold our own 
Advent ceremony. Together we light the candle, 
reflect, and pray as we journey toward Christmas. 
You are warmly invited to join us at 9.00am if you 
would like to be part of our wonderful and prayerful 
community of learners. Let’s prepare for Christmas 
together through our words, prayers and actions in 
the remaining time we have left at school. 
 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 

 
 

A Prayer for the Second Week of Advent 

Dear Jesus,                                                                                                                                                                                                        

You entered our world on Christmas as the Prince of Peace.                                                                                                                      

This Advent, as we strive to become the-best-version-of-ourselves, fill us with a deep 

and abiding peace. Help us share that peace with everyone we encounter, especially 

those who need it most.  Amen. 
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End of Term – Start of Year! 
We will finish classes for the final time this year on Thursday 18 December at 2.20pm. 
The new school year will commence for all students on Wednesday 28 January at 
9.00am. Happy holidays! 
 
 

 
Staff at SFX in 2026 
We are delighted to be able to present our staff list for the 2026 school year. We have such a strong and dedicated 
staff team, and we are very proud of our line up for the new school year: 

Foundation- Bianca O’Keefe, Liz Postlethwaite, Jessie Simpson, Tamara Wilson  

Yr.1 – Georgia Hudson, Estelle McLean, Grace Turner 

Yr.2 – Mandy Hipke, Gemma Johnson, Teresa Skrypko 

Yr.3 – Leonie Leviston, Zoe Polkinghorne, Jess Toohey 

Yr.4 – Zoe Astbury, Kai Barclay, Rose Russell 

Yr.5 – Cynthia Cook & Liam Canny, Steph Downey & Sally Latchford, Shannon Macklin & Megan Leckie 

Yr.6 – Petra Barclay, Michael Marshall & Liam Canny, Jacqui Stahl 

Support Teachers – Liam Canny, Caitlyn Keogh, Elisha Martin, Peter Mullane 

Learning Support Staff- Nicole Arnel, Aiden Atlas, Tom Bosworth, Kath Boyd, Shaun Carroll, Maree Dodd, 
Tegan Edwards, Jocelyn Goldsworthy, Andrea Grant, Leah Hanrahan, Gabrielle Leazier, Mikaela Monson, 
Tara Nicholson, Karen Nunn, Jack O’Brien, Ange Staley, Laura Stevens, Bianca Tocchet, Jacinta Waller. 

Specialist Teachers 

Science/EE – Olivia Haywood 

Performing Arts – Dan West 

Visual Arts – Jacinta Molloy 

Physical Education – Neville Down 

Information, Communication & Technology – Jack Ferguson 

Positions of Leadership 

Religious Education Leader – Michael Marshall 

Wellbeing/Mental Health in Primary Schools – Chris Meneely 

Learning Diversity Leader – Jayne Mohr 

Learning Diversity Support – Brighid Ginnane-Smith 

Learning & Teaching Leader – Jane Clark 

Structured Literacy Leader – Lindy Harty 

Auslan Leader (TCL) – Stephanie Downey 

Auslan (TCL) Coach – Chantelle Stacey 

Digital Solutions & Communications Leader – Jack Ferguson 

Reconciliation Action Plan – Jacinta Molloy and Rose Russell 

Library Support – Elisha Martin and Sue Shuttleworth 

Deputy Principals – Jane Clark and Jayne Mohr 

Office Personnel – Anita Houlihan, Maureen McLean, Kerrie McTigue 

Maintenance – Jim Houlihan 

Principal – Mark Hogbin 
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Staff movements    We say a huge thankyou to the following staff who have supported our school this year. These 
people have worked with us to ensure smooth learning and great assistance have been provided for all. We have 
been delighted to have them on the team: 

 Brooke Van Hammond has a long history of working as a Learning Support Officer at our school and more 

recently in the administration area this year. Brooke will be taking on an office administration role at Siena 

Primary School for the 2026 school year. 

 Hayley Quinlan has taught in Year 5 this year and is very well known to our wider school community. Hayley 

is such a highly valued member of our team that I am sure we will see Hayley helping us out again in the 

future. 

 Tonia Burridge has been working in Year 5 this year. Tonia came to us with rich experience and has worked 

tirelessly with our senior students over the past three terms. 

We wish our outgoing staff well and thank them for their kind service to our school. 
 
Moving Up Day    Our children had a very busy day last Tuesday when they moved up into their 2026 classes. Our 
Year 6 students were able to spend time in their new secondary schools, and we were able to welcome many new 
students who will be joining us next year. In case anyone is wondering, I can confirm that every child has been placed 
in a class with someone from their list, even if they can no longer remember who they might have named! 
 
SFX Community Carols    Are you ready for our Community Christmas Carols 
tomorrow evening? The evening’s entertainment will commence at 6.00pm with 
our Foundation Nativity Story and the festivities will continue from there. Food 
vans will be selling food from 5.00pm and families are welcome to bring your own 
picnics if you wish. This is a relaxed evening, and we hope that everyone can join 
in the fun together. Please note that parking will be a challenge and we ask that 
everyone be mindful of others when parking your cars near the school. 
 

Community Christmas Carols 9 December 2025 - Running Sheet 

 Food vans operational from 5.00pm 

 Carols commence at 6.00pm 

5.50pm – Welcome and Introduction 
6.00pm – Foundation Nativity 
6.20pm – Year 1: Aussie Jingle Bells Little Drummer Boy 
6.30pm – Year 2: Christmas Star               Run, Run Rudolph 
* 15-minute break 

6.45pm – Choir: I want a hippopotamus for Christmas        Rocking around the Christmas Tree 
7.00pm – Year 3: Catch that Santa Silent Night 
7.10pm – Year 4:             Jingle bell rock                Joy to the world 
* 20-minute break           *  Raffle draw 

 

7.30pm – Year 5 – Jesus lullaby  Santa Claus is coming to town 
7.40pm – Year 6 – Away in a manger Merry Christmas everybody 
7.50pm – Staff / P&F item / Community 
7.55pm – Conclusion 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY    St. Alipius Parish will hold Children’s Liturgy each Saturday evening during Advent at their 
6pm Mass.  All children are welcome to attend.  The children will be taken out after the opening prayer and will 
return during the Procession of Gifts.  While out the children will complete an activity related to the readings for that 
Mass.  We hope to see you there.  
 

Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday December 7, 2025       Second Sunday of Advent (Year A)  
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
At that time John the Baptist came to the desert of Judah and started preaching.   
John's clothes were made of camel's hair; he wore a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 
honey. People came to him from Jerusalem, from the whole province of Judea, and from all the country near the 
River Jordan. They confessed their sins, and he baptised them in the Jordan. 
  

When John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to him to be baptized, he said to them, I baptise you with 
water to show that you have repented, but the one who will come after me will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. He is much greater than I am; and I am not good enough even to carry his sandals. He has his winnowing shovel 
with him to thresh out all the grain. He will gather his wheat into his barn, but he will burn the chaff in a fire that 
never goes out.” (Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection: John the Baptist lived at the time of Jesus. He had great faith and set an example for everyone of 
how to live a good life. John told the people coming to be baptised that they need to say sorry for the things that 
they have done wrong and change their lives for the better. Saint Oscar Romero is another great example of how to 
live a good life. He lived in El Salvador and stood up for poor communities. In El Salvador at the time some families 
were very rich, but most people were poor. Saint Romero saw that this was unfair and he spoke out against it. He is 
remembered for his courage, faith and love for the poor. Saint Oscar Romero wanted to change people’s lives for the 
better. His example can show us how we can help others too. 
 

Our Challenge: Can you speak up when you see something that is unfair? Can you help others when they are in 
need? Can you share? (Adapted from the CAFOD website) 

 

 
Have you ever visited our beautiful school 
chapel? 

As we continue our Advent journey, we warmly 
invite all families to take a moment of peace and 
reflection by visiting our School Chapel over the 
next two weeks. 

Our antique stained-glass Nativity scene (lovingly 
handcrafted by past St Alipius parishioner Hank de 
Jong) is now on display—a gentle reminder of the 
hope, joy and love that the birth of Jesus brings to 
our world. 

Families are welcome to stop in before or after 
school, or at any time that suits you, to pause, 
pray and share a quiet moment together during 
this special season of preparation. 

We hope this sacred space brings a sense of calm 
and wonder to your Advent. 
All are welcome. 
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A heartfelt thank you to our much loved Parish Priest, Fr Justin Driscoll, who 
celebrated our End of Year Mass with us last Friday. 

We began our celebration with the Foundation children walking in with their 
Year Six buddies to the song “Together As One.” We concluded with our Year Six 
students receiving a special blessing—an important tradition as they prepare to 
leave St Francis Xavier and begin their next chapter. 

Congratulations to all of our students who participated so beautifully in our 
rituals, prayers and songs. Their respectful and reverent behaviour was noted 

and appreciated by staff and parents alike. 

In his homily, Fr Justin invited to be like John the Baptist—people who prepare, who make space for hope, peace, joy 
and love to grow. We do this not just by words, but by our actions: showing kindness, saying sorry, including others, 
helping those in need, and taking a moment to pause and pray. 

We also extend our sincere thanks to the many family members, friends and community members who joined us for 
the Eucharist. Everyone is always welcome at St Francis Xavier, and your presence enriches our celebrations. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
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Curriculum News 

End-of-Year Reports 

We are pleased to inform you that your child’s End of Year 
School Report will be available for download from the Parent 
Access Module (PAM) site on Tuesday 16th December. These 
reports provide a comprehensive overview of your child’s 
achievements throughout Semester Two. 

Each report is carefully prepared by your child’s class teacher, 
reviewed by a year-level team member, and further checked by 
the Leadership Team to ensure accuracy and clarity. I would like 
to commend our teachers for their dedication, professionalism, 
and the personalised comments they have included. 

We encourage you to take the time to read the report 
thoroughly and discuss the feedback with your child. Most 
importantly, take this opportunity to celebrate your child's 
efforts and successes throughout the 2025 school year.  
 
 
Wow what a week with Seesaw! 

With the end of our year close, all Specialist classes will be posting onto Seesaw. Please keep an eye out and don't 
forget to make a comment. We know this is a successful way of building Home/ School connections. Thank you in 
advance. 

Week of November 30 - December 7 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                        
                                                            201                                                                                9 
                                             New Student Posts                                                           Comments
 

Moving Up Day 

Last Tuesday, we enjoyed a successful and joyful Moving Up 
Day. While many of our Year 6 students visited their new 
secondary schools, our Foundation–Year Five children spent 
time with their 2026 teachers and peers. We recognise that 
change can be challenging, yet it is also a natural and constant 
part of learning and growth. Well done to all our students for 
embracing this transition with confidence and positivity. 

 
 
Enjoy your week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement                               

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Wellbeing News 

 

 
Child Safe Standard 8: Staff and volunteers are equipped with knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children 
and young people safe through ongoing education and training.  
 

 
 
 
A SPECIAL REPORT: Surviving Christmas 
 
Many people see Christmas as a wonderful time of celebration and an opportunity to spend time with family and 
friends. However, there are some that view it as a time of stress and hardship. This may be due to a combination of 
things: financial pressures, relationship issues and, quite often, loneliness, making it a very challenging time. 
 
Often the true meaning of Christmas can be lost due to commercial exploration, but there are a number of things 
you can do to create a magical Christmas, without the financial burden. Creating or maintaining traditions can 
contribute to a sense of comfort and belonging. 
 
Unfortunately for some, there is also an ugly side to Christmas. Support organisations often report an increase in the 
number of calls from people seeking help due to their inability to cope during this time. If you, or a loved one, is 
finding that it is all too much, then it is important to reach out to a trusted friend, family member or medical 
professional. 
 
In this Special Report, parents and care givers will be presented with a number of ideas on how to 
achieve a stress-free Christmas and where to seek help should you need it. 
 
SchoolTV hopes you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, and as 
always, they welcome your feedback. 
 
Here is the link to the special report: https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/surviving-christmas-
au  
 
 
Sending cheers your way, 

  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/surviving-christmas-au
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/surviving-christmas-au
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P&F News 
 

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE IS LIVE – Our Annual SFX Christmas Raffle is now LIVE – please scan the QR Code to 
purchase your tickets!  32 Prizes to be won – some amazing prizes – don’t miss out. Thank you to all the 
Families & Businesses who have donated prizes – we really appreciate your support – please remember to 
support the Businesses who have made donations 

  

 CHRISTMAS CAROLS – Tuesday 9th December – 5pm – 8pm 
Food Trucks & P&F Sausage Sizzle & Hot Dog stand 
Pre-order Carboni’s pizzas or grazing boxes – order form in the office 
Special visit from Santa! 

 

 Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs.  
 

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

 
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 
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 Attachments 
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Community News 
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