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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy in our Gym 
 

Thursday 18th December 
12.40pm Assembly in Gym 

 

Final 2025 day for students 
2.20pm finish 

 

Wednesday 28th Jan 2026 
Classes resume for all 

students 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

We’ve made it to the end of another wonderful year! 

On behalf of the staff at Saint Francis Xavier Primary School, I want to sincerely thank you for 

your support throughout 2025. Your help with classroom projects, homework, dress-up days, 

hot chocolates, hot lunches, Zooper-Doopers, excursions, camps, and so much more has been 

genuinely appreciated by our staff and students. Together, through words and deeds, we have 

continued to build a strong and faith-filled Christian community. Thank you. 

I would also like to acknowledge our remarkable staff, who work tirelessly to meet the needs 

of every child. Their dedication, professionalism and care are evident in their daily 

interactions across the school. To our office team, support staff, maintenance crew and 

teachers — thank you for the many ways you contribute to the life of our school. 

And to our students: you are the reason our school exists. You inspire us, challenge us, 

and bring joy to our work each day. You have worked hard, grown in so many ways, 

and truly earned your holidays. Thank you for all you bring to our community. 

As we conclude the year, I wish every member of our school community a joyful and 

peaceful Christmas. May the blessings of the Holy Family be with you at this special 

time. May your days together be rich in love, and may your summer break be filled 

with rest, fun and adventure. 

 

God bless, 

Mark Hogbin 
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End of Year – Start of Year 

Classes cease for the 2025 school year on Thursday 18 December at 2.20pm. Classes resume for all students 

(Foundation - Year 6) on Wednesday 28 January 2026. Happy holidays! 

 

 

 

 

Making a Scene at Christmas 

Have you visited the Bridge Mall recently? If not, call in to the ‘Making a Scene at Christmas’ shop and have a look at 

the Christmas nativity scenes on display. Some of our children have enjoyed making their own Christmas nativities 

this year so this is a great opportunity to have a look at some nativities from different countries around the world. 

Pop in and enjoy some beautiful Christmas scenes for free! 

 

Events at Bondi Beach 

This morning at our regular school assembly we prayed for those people affected by shocking incidents in Sydney on 
the weekend. As part of our commitment to our mercy values and our desire for peace, I encourage all families to 
remember the Jewish community in your prayers. We will keep our peace candle burning in the chapel this week and 
invite any members of our community to drop in for a few moments if you would like to spend some time in silent 
prayer. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY    St. Alipius Parish will hold Children’s Liturgy each Saturday evening during Advent at their 
6pm Mass.  All children are welcome to attend.  The children will be taken out after the opening prayer and will 
return during the Procession of Gifts.  While out the children will complete an activity related to the readings for that 
Mass.  We hope to see you there.  
 

Religious Education News 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- Sunday December 14, 2025       Third Sunday of Advent (Year A)  
 

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 
John the Baptist heard in prison about the things that Christ was doing and he sent some of his disciples to him. “Tell 
us,” they asked Jesus, “are you the one John said was going to come, or should we expect someone else?” 
  
Jesus answered, “Go back and tell John what you are hearing and seeing: the blind can see, the lame can walk, those 
who suffer from dreaded skin diseases are made clean, the deaf hear, the dead are brought back to life, and the 
Good News is preached to the poor. How happy are those who have no doubts about me!” 
  
While John's disciples were leaving, Jesus spoke about him to the crowds: “When you went out to John in the desert, 
what did you expect to see? A blade of grass bending in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in 
fancy clothes? People who dress like that live in palaces! Tell me, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes indeed, 
but you saw much more than a prophet. For John is the one of whom the scripture says: ‘God said, I will send my 
messenger ahead of you to open the way for you.’ I assure you that John the Baptist is greater than anyone who has 
ever lived. But the one who is least in the Kingdom of heaven is greater than John. 

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 

  
Gospel reflection: John the Baptist wants to make sure that Jesus is really the special person that he has been 
waiting for, so he sends some friends to check. Jesus answers them by telling them that he is the one who has come 
to heal the sick and to bring good news to the poor. But what does it mean to bring good news to people who are 
poor?  
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Around the world, people have all been working for a long time to make the world a better place and to help all the 
people in our global family to live a good life.  
There is some good news to share: 

 9% of people were living in extreme poverty in 2020. This is down from 16% in 2010 and 36% in 1990 
 74% of people have safe water to drink – up from 61% in the year 2000.(Statistics taken from the Sustainable 

development goals website: United Nations) 
This is all really good news but there is still more work to be done. We can all do something to change the world for 
the better and to help those who are in need.  
 
Our Challenge: How will you try to be like Jesus, helping others and bringing good news to people who are poor? 

(Adapted from CAFOD website) 

 

A Message of Thanks 
As we come to the end of the school year, I want to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the opportunity to 
serve as Religious Education Leader at St Francis Xavier over the past 4 years. It has been an honour to walk 
alongside our students, staff and families in faith—celebrating liturgies and Masses, nurturing children’s spiritual 
growth and helping to build a community centred on the life and love of Jesus. 

In 2026, I will be moving into a new role as the Mental Health in Primary School Leader. I am very excited for the 
opportunity to support the wellbeing of our children and to contribute to this important work within our school. 

I am delighted to welcome Michael Marshall as our new Religious Education Leader. Michael brings fresh energy and 
a deep commitment to Catholic education. I know he will be warmly embraced and supported by our community 
and I wish him every blessing as he begins this next chapter in his career. 

Thank you to everyone who has been part of my journey in this role. It has been both a joy and a 
privilege. Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and a safe school holiday break. 

 
 
 

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
 

Curriculum News 
 
Seesaw Posts: 
Keep an eye out for our final Seesaw posts for the year! Last week was a busy one, with plenty of updates added to 
your child’s journal. I encourage you to take some time to browse through these posts and celebrate all the 
wonderful moments and achievements from 2025. 

Week of December 7 - December 14 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

                                                                                   
                                    501 

                                   New Student Posts 

                            
                           99 

                        Comments 

https://sdgs.un.org/partnerships
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Semester 2 Reports will be released tomorrow Tuesday 16th December 
at 4:00pm 
I encourage you to take the time to read the report thoroughly and 
discuss the feedback with your child. Most importantly, take this 
opportunity to celebrate your child's efforts and successes throughout 
the 2025 school year.  

 

 

Teaching and Learning 

As the year draws to a close, I would like to sincerely thank our parents and carers for the vital role you play in 
supporting your child’s learning journey. Learning is most successful when school and home work in partnership, and 
here at SFX we truly value the trust, encouragement and collaboration you provide throughout the year. 

Your ongoing support—through conversations at home, fostering curiosity, and engaging with school learning 
opportunities—strengthens each child’s confidence and growth. Together, we continue to nurture a love of learning 
and support every child to reach their potential. 

I wish all our families a joyful and restful Christmas and a safe holiday break. I look forward to continuing our strong 
learning partnership in the year ahead. 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year. 

 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement                               
 

Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 9: Physical and online environments promote safety and wellbeing while minimising the 
opportunity for children and young people to be harmed.  
 
As the school year grows nearer to the end and festivities of cultural and holy celebrations begin, day to day 
operating can become a little harder for both adults and children who have difficulties with public environments, 
sensory nervousness or coping with change.  
 
Everyone is getting tired, connections may become strained and demands appear larger. Throw into the mix the end 
of school commitments (not to mention whose turn it is to host Christmas) and no wonder you feel exhausted 
already! 
 
It is helpful to think about how we can reduce the orders of day to day activities to ensure we don’t completely 
deplete our energy.  
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Work out what is significant to your family and plan your activities around these things - by aiming our attention on 
what’s big, we reduce the unnecessary demands which come with “filler” activities or stuff that doesn’t line up with 
your principles. 
 
The following SchoolTV link contains some information about the podcast Radio Headspace and the episode focus of 
‘Mindfulness as Self-Care’. If you click ‘listen’ you can check in with yourself, by using this short meditation by 
Headspace. By clicking the above link, it will take you to the SchoolTV website where you can listen to the podcast! 
 
This is my final wellbeing note for the year and for my time in this role. I want to say a heartfelt thank you to the 
whole SFX community - students, parents and staff - for the support, trust and warmth you have shown me. Being 
part of your children’s wellbeing journey has been a true privilege. I leave this role with a full heart, so grateful for 
the connections made and the growth I've witnessed in our young people every day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sending cheers your way, 

  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter-external-resource/mindfulness-self-care-radio-headspace
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 Attachments 
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