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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 6th Oct – Fri 19th Dec 

 

Monday 1st December 
Last day for Reverse Advent 

Calendar donations 
 

Tuesday 2nd December 
Pop Up Uniform Shop 

 

Moving up day for whole 
school 

 

Friday 5th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass 

in our Gym 
 

Tuesday 9th December 
5pm Christmas Carols Night 

 

Friday 12th December 
Yr 6 Students v Staff annual 

netball match 
 

Tuesday 16th December 
5.30pm Yr 6 Graduation 

Liturgy 
 

Thursday 18th December 
Final 2025 day for students 

 

Wednesday 28th Jan 2026 
Classes resume for all 

students 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

The Catholic Church officially began the season of Advent on Sunday. Advent marks the 

beginning of our preparation for the celebration of the birth of Christ. 

Over the coming weeks, all classes will explore the meaning of Advent, and many will have an 

Advent wreath displayed in their classrooms. If you would like to create an Advent wreath at 

home, your children will no doubt enjoy helping to design and assemble one. 

If your family uses an Advent calendar, it’s a wonderful opportunity to reflect on what we are 

truly celebrating as each new window is opened. You might also consider adding simple acts 

that express the real spirit of Christmas—the love of Jesus—through kindness and generosity. 

Children might set the table without being asked, do a thoughtful deed for someone who 

needs help, or leave a note of appreciation for a family member. There are many meaningful 

ways to prepare our hearts and homes for Christmas. 

As we enter this special season, may your time of preparation be joyful and enriching. May 

your family grow in understanding of the true meaning of Christmas, and when the day finally 

arrives, may it be filled with blessings. Wishing you a wonderful and hope-filled Advent 

season. 

 

God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 

 

An Advent Prayer 

God of Love, 

Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us. 

He is a sign of your love. 

Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent, 

As we wait and prepare for his coming. 

We pray in the name of Jesus, our Savior.  

Amen. 
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Moving Up Day 

We will be holding our traditional Moving Up Day tomorrow at school. During this time, students will spend part of 

the day with their 2026 teachers and classmates. While this is an exciting moment for most, it can sometimes feel a 

little daunting for some children as they face the prospect of change. If this is the case for your child, please remind 

them that moving into a new class each year is a normal and important part of school life. They will continue to be 

supported and cared for by our wonderful staff. A new school year brings fresh opportunities — to meet new 

friends, learn from new teachers, and open our minds to new experiences. It truly is a time of great excitement! 

Feast Day of St. Francis Xavier  

The feast day of our Patron, St Francis Xavier, will be celebrated on Wednesday 3 December. St Francis Xavier was a 

remarkable man, born in Spain in 1506 and passing away in 1552. He became the first Christian and the first Jesuit 

missionary to reach Japan — a nation that, in the sixteenth century, was largely closed to the outside world and little 

understood by Europeans. 

His missionary journeys extended far beyond Japan. St Francis Xavier 

travelled to Borneo, India, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), Mozambique and several 

other regions that had not yet encountered Christian missionaries. He also 

worked alongside a small pioneering group of Jesuits in China, striving to 

share the Gospel and build connections with local communities. 

The courage, faith and determination of St Francis Xavier continue to inspire 

us today, reminding us to be strong in our beliefs and to share God’s love 

through our words and actions. 

End of Year Mass 

We will come together in the gym at school on Friday 5 December at 9.30am to celebrate and give thanks to God for 

another great year at Saint Francis Xavier primary school. This is a very special Mass for us and one which we always 

look forward to attending. Please feel welcome to come along and join us if you can. All are welcome! 

Community Christmas Carols 

A reminder that we will gather for our traditional Christmas Carols event on the school oval on 

Tuesday 9 December. Children may come in casual clothes to this event, and Carols will commence at 

6.00pm. Families are most welcome to gather earlier and enjoy the food trucks and festivities on the 

oval from 5.00pm. See you there! 

Congratulations Children! 

Congratulations to all of our students who have taken on the sun-smart message so passionately for us over this 

term. It is great to see everyone wearing their sun hats each day and thinking about how we can be sun smart at 

school. Well done everyone! 

End of Year – Start of Year 

Classes cease for the school year on Thursday 18 December at 2.20pm. Classes resume for all students on 

Wednesday 28 January. Happy holidays! 

Year 5 Camp 

Our Year 5 students spent an enjoyable 3 days away on school camp last week. Navigating their way through farm 

activities, beach activities and many outdoor challenges proved to be a great experience for all. Well done children 

and thank you to our staff who worked hard to ensure a successful camp experience for all. 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY    St. Alipius Parish will hold Children’s Liturgy each Saturday evening during Advent at their 
6pm Mass.  All children are welcome to attend.  The children will be taken out after the opening prayer and will 
return during the Procession of Gifts.  While out the children will complete an activity related to the readings for that 
Mass.  We hope to see you there.  
 

Religious Education News 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S GOSPEL- November 30, 2025        
First Sunday of Advent (Year A)  
 

Gospel: Matthew 24: 37- 44       ‘So stay awake, 
because you do not know the day when your master is 
coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the 
householder had known at what time of the night the 
burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have allowed anyone to break through the 
wall of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready 
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.’    

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation) 
 

Gospel reflection: As we begin our time of Advent this week (Advent is a word from Latin that means “coming”), we 
are reminded that we must be ready. We prepare ourselves for the birth of Jesus on Christmas day.  Just as we 
prepare our house for Christmas by putting up the tree, decorating, sending cards and wrapping presents we also 
keep focused on what is at the heart of our preparations. Advent is a time to prepare not only our homes, but our 
hearts and minds through prayer.  
 

Our Challenge: We are reminded that we are also waiting in hope and expectation for Christ who is to come. How 
can you share hope this Advent? 
 
 

 

Invitation to our 2025 End of Year Mass 

Friday December 5th at 9.30am in the SFX Gymnasium 

As we come to the close of a wonderful year of learning, growth and 
community at St Francis Xavier, we warmly invite all families, friends and 
parish members to join us for our End of Year Whole School Mass. This is 
a cherished opportunity to gather in gratitude, celebrate our students 
and reflect on the many blessings of 2025. 
Our Parish Priest Fr Justin Driscoll will be our celebrant. 

A much-loved tradition at St Francis Xavier will again be part of our celebration. In Term One, our Year Six students 
welcomed and blessed our newest Foundation children. At our End of Year Mass, this moment comes full circle as 
our Foundation students accompany their Year Six buddies into the gym, offering a special blessing to farewell them 
as they prepare for the transition to secondary school. It is a beautiful moment of connection, leadership and 
continuity in our school community. 

Everyone is welcome—whether you are Catholic, of another faith, or simply a valued part of our school community. 
Our Mass is an inclusive and joy-filled way to honour the year we have shared together and we would love you to 
join us! 
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Reverse Advent Calendar Thank You! 

A heartfelt thank you to all our families for your wonderful generosity in supporting this year’s Reverse Advent 
Calendar. Your donations of pasta, pasta sauce and other essential items will make a real difference to individuals 
and families in our local community who need a little extra support at this time of year. 

This initiative continues to reflect the spirit of Mercy that is lived out so beautifully at St Francis Xavier—giving, 
helping and thinking of others during the Advent season. A special thanks to our amazing P&F Team, who 
contributed over $300 of items (the proceeds of their recent Santa Photo donations). Thanks also to Jim Houlihan for 
always being ready to give a hand and delivering the many heavy boxes for distribution.  

What a wonderful community we have! Thank you for spreading kindness and hope- together, we are making a 
meaningful impact.  

“Love and hope do much for the giver as the receiver” 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Christine Meneely, Religious Education Leader 

MHiPS Leader (Mental Health in Primary School Leader) 
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Curriculum News 
 
End-of-Year Reports 
We are pleased to advise that your child’s End of Year School Report will be available for download from the Parent 
Access Module (PAM) on Tuesday, 16 December. These reports provide a clear overview of your child’s learning and 
achievements throughout Semester Two. 
 
School reports are a school-wide process where teams have read each other's reports prior to release and then 
Leadership reviews reports to ensure they are accurate and consistent across the school. This process helps maintain 
high standards, supports professional accountability, and ensures that every family receives a report that reflects 
their child’s learning, progress, and achievements in a meaningful and respectful way. We commend our teachers for 
their professionalism and thoughtful, accurate personalised comments. We encourage you to read the report with 
your child, discuss the feedback, and take the opportunity to celebrate their efforts and successes throughout the 
2025 school year. 

 

We are looking forward to a wonderful Moving Up Day tomorrow 
as we welcome our new children and our 2026 Foundation cohort. 
We also wish our Year 6 students all the very best as many attend 
their respective secondary school transition programs. 
 

Class placements will be available on PAM on Monday 1st 
December at 5:00 pm, ahead of our whole-school Transition Day 
on Tuesday 2nd December from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. We look 
forward to a positive and exciting start to 2026! 

 
 

Enjoy your week.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal/Learning Enhancement                               
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Wellbeing News 
 

Child Safe Standard 7: Processes for complaints and concerns are child-focused. 
 

When things are perceived to be hard, the lure to quit can be very big. 
 

Challenge your negative thoughts 
 

Socratic questioning is the process of challenging and changing irrational thoughts. Studies show that this method 
can reduce depression symptoms. The goal is to get you from a negative mindset (“I’m a failure”) to a more positive 
one (“I’ve had a lot of success in my career. This is just one setback that doesn’t reflect on me. I can learn from it and 
be better.”). Here are some examples of questions you can ask yourself or your child to challenge negative thinking. 
 

Firstly, write down your negative thoughts, such as “I’m having problems at work and am questioning my abilities.” 
 Then ask yourself: “What is the evidence for this thought?” 
 “Am I basing this on facts? Or feelings?” 
 “Could I be misinterpreting the situation?” 
 “How might other people view the situation differently?” 
 “How might I view this situation if it happened to someone else?” 

 

So when your child comes home after a tough day at school, a bad play or a large loss, remind them: It’s alright to 
quit. Quitting will forever be a choice, but not on an awful day. In my own family growing up we always had a rule 
that once you commit to a group, club or a period of activity, you need to maintain your end of the deal and 
complete what you began. 
 

Please find attached a link to the SFX SchoolTV Website where you will find an article titled ‘How to 
be Happy’. There is a lot of information from behavioural scientists in this article who have spent 
time studying what makes us happy (and what doesn’t). 
 
Sending cheers your way, 

  Gemma Johnson, Wellbeing Leader  
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Sport at SFX in 2025    Thank you and well done to all of the students that have made sport at SFX in 2025 a massive 
success. From tryouts and training to all of the various sports events, your commitment and dedication to proudly 
represent our school and to be the best you can be is inspiring for all. A huge thank you to all of the staff, families 
and friends that have coached, supported and cheered on all of our students and teams. 
 

There were many highlights and achievements in 2025, some of which include: 

- Amelia S making it to Regional swimming finals 

- 11 students running at Regional Cross Country 

- Lawrence W, Sam N, Chloe W & Nellie C running at State 
  Cross Country 

- Girls Soccer team making it to the Division Grand Final  

- Boys Football team making it to the Regional Grand Final 

- Girls Netball team making it to Regionals  

- Girls Basketball team finishing 2nd in Division finals 

- Boys & Girls Cricket teams finishing 2nd in Division event 

- Rhys B & Levi C making it to Regional Golf 

- 13 students competing at Regional Athletics 

- 4 students running and State Athletics 

- Tom K, Alex P, Jed H & Sidney P winning the Silver medal in  
   the 4x100m relay at State Athletics 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/content/blog/how-be-happy
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SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a magnificent week. 
 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

 
P&F News 

 
 

 CHRISTMAS RAFFLE IS LIVE – Our Annual SFX Christmas Raffle is now LIVE – please scan the QR Code to 
purchase your tickets!  32 Prizes to be won – some amazing prizes – don’t miss out. Thank you to all the 
Families & Businesses who have donated prizes – we really appreciate your support – please remember to 
support the Businesses who have made donations 

  
  

 CHRISTMAS CAROLS – Tuesday 9th December – 5pm – 8pm 
Food Trucks & P&F Sausage Sizzle & Hot Dog stand 
Pre-order Carboni’s pizzas or grazing boxes – order form in the office 
Special visit from Santa! 

 
 

 Uniform Shop 
Our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open, please see the office staff if you wish to have a look at any 
items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of our P&F to help you with any of your 
Uniform needs – We will be holding another Pop Up Shop on Tuesday 2nd December – we would love if 
anyone who has uniforms that no longer fit be donated prior to this date! 
 
 

 Hot Lunches 
Please note, Flexischools have updated when you are placing your child’s Lunch order, you are now able to 
select if your child has any allergies and it will print on your child’s lunch bag label, we ask that you are 
selecting if they have any allergies as it makes it smoother process when it comes to packing lunch orders on 
a Friday. Also please note cut off for lunch orders is strictly 10am Thursday mornings. 
Thank you to our Co-ordinators & Volunteers who come and pack all of the children’s lunch orders on a 
Friday! 

 
 
 Zooper Doopers - every FRIDAY in Term 4 - $1 each available at 2nd break 
  

mailto:scarroll@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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 Attachments 
 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         12. 

 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         13. 

 

 

 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         14. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         15. 

 

 

 
 

Community News 

MAKING A SCENE AT CHRISTMAS  
 

 
16 Bridge Mall  

at the corner of Coliseum Walk (just 
near the port-hole that looks down 

to the underground Yarrowee River) 
 
 
 
 

 

From Mon 1 to Wed 24  December 
 

Weekdays   10am – 4pm  

Saturdays   10am – 2pm  

Sundays closed 
 

Mon 29, Tues 30, Wed 31 Dec    10am – 2pm 

 

MAKING A SCENE AT CHRISTMAS is a display of over 600 

Christmas nativity sets from over 80 countries. 
 

See and smell real frankincense and myrrh. 
 

See coins minted around the time that Jesus was born. 
 

See cultural nativities from Australia, Africa, Asia, North & South America, & 

Europe (and one that went to Antarctica). 

 

Activities for children – everyone is welcome. 
A gold coin donation to cover costs will be appreciated 
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