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St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
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Term 1 Week 3 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   

+ 

 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Mon 27th Jan-Thu 2nd Apr 

 

Tuesday 10th February 
Year Ahead Meetings 

 

Friday 13th February 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 6PB 
 

Last day for Book Club  
Issue 1 Orders 

 

Mix & Mingle 
 

Monday 16th February 
5.30pm P&F Meeting in 

Staff Room 
 

Tuesday 17th February 
Shrove Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 18th February 
9am Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy in school gym 

 

Thursday 19th February 
Division Swimming at BALC 
(nominated students from 

Yr 4, 5 & 6) 
 

Friday 20th February 
SFX Athletics Day at 

Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4,  
5 & 6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2GJ 

 

Monday 23rd February 
School photo day 

 

Friday 27th February 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 3JT 
 

Friday 6th March 
Pupil Free Day 

Literacy PD 
 

Monday 9th March 
Public Holiday-Labour Day 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 13th March 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 5ML 
 

Wed 11th-Tue 17th March 
NAPLAN Testing 

 

 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
 

Dear families, 

Our children are settling into the new school year. Classes are running smoothly, specialist 

subjects have commenced for all year levels, our newest students are beginning to find their 

way around the school and our student leaders are bravely taking on their responsibilities. 

Overall, we can confidently say that at Saint Francis Xavier, we are off to a good start! 

The new year at school is all about establishing set routines. These will become the strong and 

positive habits that we want to establish in order to see our year through. We know that 

children like to be able to predict what is happening in their world to help them find their way 

in new situations. If our children are feeling a little uncertain about things, routines can help 

to establish a sense of certainty.  

Routines are important at home too. A regular bedtime (aim for between 9-12 hours’ sleep 

for primary aged children), set mealtime practices and times, regular places and times for 

homework, sport, and entertainment all help to create a sense of stability for our children. 

When it comes to routine, there is no better time than now to set everyone up for success. 

Throughout the year you will be receiving our newsletter and other correspondence each 

week. It will certainly pay to build time into your own routines to read about what is 

happening at school. So much happens in any given week, so it always helps to stay informed. 

 
God bless, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
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Thursday 19th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 20th March 
Interschool Sport at STM 

(Year 5/6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 25th March 
Regional Swimming at 

Horsham (qualifiers from 
Division swimming) 

 

Thursday 26th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

MDASA U9 Primary Schools 
Swim Sports (nominated 

students from F-Yr2) 
 

Friday 27th March 
No Assembly today 

 

Mon 30th & Tue 31st March 
Year 4 Lady Northcote 

Discovery Camp 
 

Thursday 2nd April 
Last day of term 1 

2.20pm finish 
 

12.40pm Assembly  
in school gym 

 

Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
2pm Mothers/Special 

Friends Liturgy 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1EM 
 

 
 

A Prayer for the New School Year 

Loving God, 

We thank you for the gift of a new school year and 

for the community of Saint Francis Xavier Primary 

School. 

Bless our students, staff, families and parish as we 

begin this year together. 

May our days be shaped by respect for one another, 

compassion for those in need, 

hospitality that welcomes all, 

a commitment to justice, 

and a striving for excellence in all that we do. 

Guide us in our learning and teaching, 

keep us safe in your care, 

and help us to grow in wisdom, faith and kindness throughout the year ahead. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Traffic around our school 

Safety for all children and adults around our school is very important to us. In order to assist 

with maintaining safety for all we ask everyone who drives to our school to observe the 

following safety rules: 

 Adhere to designated speed limits when approaching the school 

 Never cross over double lines 

 All cars should drive up to the turning circle (marked by the big white X in the tree) 

before turning to approach the school 

 Never drive on the wrong side of the road 

 Do not attempt to pass when approaching the Fussell Street 

intersection 

 Give way to pedestrians  

 Be on the lookout for small children on foot and on bikes 

 

A New Bishop for Ballarat 

Over the summer break we were officially notified 

that Fr. Mark Freeman has been appointed as the 

new Bishop for Ballarat. Bishop Paul has served our 

diocese for the past 12 years and is looking forward 

to his retirement. Bishop elect Mark Freeman will 

be inducted on March 18 at Saint Patrick’s 

Cathedral. We congratulate Fr. Mark on his 

appointment and we thank Bishop Paul for his 

dedicated service to our Catholic community. 

(Photo: Bishop Paul Bird C.Ss.R. and Bishop-elect Father Mark Freeman with DOBCEL Deputy 

Director: Stewardship, Megan Ioannou and Deputy Director: Catholic Education, Matt Byrne) 
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Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Division Soccer @ Ballarat 

Regional Soccer Facility 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FJS 

 

2.20pm finish 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 3ZP 
 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Introducing our Wonderful Learning Support Team 

We are very proud of the focus we place on meeting the diverse 

needs of all students in our school. As part of our dedication to 

addressing student learning needs, we employ a dedicated team of 

support personnel to assist the classroom teachers across the school. 

We are delighted to welcome back the following members of our 

support staff this year: Aiden Atlas, Andrea Grant, Ange Staley, 

Bianca Tocchet, Gab Leazier, Jacinta Waller, Jack O’Brien, 

Jocelyn Goldsworthy, Karen Nunn, Kath Boyd, Laura Stevens, 

Leah Hanrahan, Maree Dodd, Mikaela Monson, Nicole Arnel, Shaun Carroll, Tara Nicholson, 

Tegan Edwards and Tom Bosworth.  

 

Year Ahead Meetings 

Our Year Ahead Meetings will be held on Tuesday 10 February (Week 3) in a new, streamlined 

format, allowing families with multiple children to attend all meetings on the same afternoon. 

Each session runs for 25 minutes, with four sessions available between 3:30–5:25pm. Families 

may attend relevant year-level and specialist sessions and move between locations as 

needed. See you there! 

Session times: 

 Session 1: 3:30–3:55pm 

 Session 2: 4:00–4:25pm 

 Session 3: 4:30–4:55pm 

 Session 4: 5:00–5:25pm 
 

Locations: 

 Year 6: Petra Barclay’s Room P 

 Year 5: Shannon Macklin’s Room M 

 Year 4: Kai Barclay’s Room I 

 Year 3: School Library 

 Year 2: Middle School Building 

 Year 1: Mother Xavier Flood Building 

 Specialists: School Gym 

 

News from the Parents & Friends Committee 

All parents and friends are welcome to attend our P&F meetings which are held regularly 

throughout the year. Our first meeting for 2026 will be held on Monday 16 February at 

5.30pm in the staffroom at school. If you would like to play an active role in the life of our 

school and community, we would love to see you there! 

 

School Closure Day 

Our first school closure day for 2026 will be held on Friday 6 March. There will be no classes 

held at school on this due to staff professional development. 
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Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FLP 
 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of Term 4/Mercy Day 

Mass 
 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FTW 
 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

A message from St. Vincent de Paul 

Thank you to everyone who was able to 

assist with our efforts to assist those in need 

over the Christmas break. Our local Saint 

Vincent DePaul conference is very grateful. 

 

 

 

News from Mrs. Toohey 

Mrs. Toohey arrived at school with some very exciting news this year. Mrs. & Mr. Toohey are 

looking forward to welcoming a little baby into the world later this year. We wish Jess and 

Dan all the best for the months ahead. We can’t wait to meet the newest member of our SFX 

community! 

 

Welcome Tierney & Lyla 

We welcome Tierney and Lyla from Damascus College who will be working at our school each 

Wednesday for first term. Both Lyla and Tierney are in Year 10 and they are looking forward 

to learning about our school over the coming weeks. 
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Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 
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Beginning of School Mass 
 
Last Friday we gathered as a whole school community to celebrate our Beginning of School Mass, marking the start 
of the 2026 school year together. 
 
It was a beautiful celebration, and it was wonderful to see students involved so thoughtfully in the liturgy. Our Mass 
reminded us that as we begin the year, we do so together — grounded in faith, gratitude, and hope for the year 
ahead. 
 
A sincere thank you to Fr Justin Driscoll for celebrating with us, and to the staff and students who helped prepare 
and lead the Mass so reverently. It was a lovely way to begin the school year as one community. 
 
 
This Week’s Gospel – Salt and Light (Matthew 5:13–16) 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus reminds his disciples that they are called to be the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world. Salt adds flavour and brings out the best in food, and light helps us see clearly and find our way. Jesus uses 
these simple images to explain how our everyday actions can make a real difference. 
 
A message for families: 
Being salt and light doesn’t mean doing big or dramatic things. It’s often shown in small, ordinary moments — 
kindness at home, patience when things feel rushed, forgiveness after a disagreement, or helping someone who 
needs support. 
 
A family reflection: 
Where do we notice moments of kindness or care in our home each day? 
How can we encourage one another to let our “light” shine through the way we speak and act? 
 
Our challenge for the week: 
This week, try to notice and name one moment each day where someone in your family has been “salt” or “light” for 
others — even in the smallest way. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         9. 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         10. 

 

 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
Always a very popular event on our calendar is the Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day to be held at Llanberris Athletics Reserve. 
Mr Down and myself are busy finalising the day. Please note our 2026 event is on Friday Feb 20.  
A reminder that students are to be taken directly to the venue for a 9:20am start, and are to be collected at 2:30pm. 
Students are to bring lunch, snacks, water bottle, HAT and sunscreen.  
Please note that there will be NO HOT LUNCHES delivered to Llanberris. 
For all information please refer to the PAM notification. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 1: 

 Week 4 - Thursday Feb 19th - Division Swimming @ BALC (nominated students from Yr 4, 5 & 6)  
 Week 4 - Friday Feb 20th - SFX Athletics Day @ Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students) 
 Week 8 - Friday Mar 20th - Interschool Sport  @ STM (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Wednesday Mar 25th - Regional Swimming @ Horsham (qualifiers from Division swimming) 
 Week 9 - Thursday Mar 26th - MDASA U9 Primary Schools Swim Sports (nominated students from F - Yr 2) 

Term 2: 
 Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
 Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
 Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
 Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

Term 3: 
 Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from Yr 

3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

Term 4: 
 Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Division Tennis @ Ballarat Regional Tennis Centre (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
 Term 4 - F - 2 Junior Sports Day - TBC 
 Term 4 - Division Golf Tournament - TBC 

 
 
 
 
 
Have a tremendous week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

 P&F Meeting – Monday 16th February – 5.30pm in the Staff room – everyone welcome 
  

 Save the Date: Mix & Mingle – Friday 13th March 2026 – more details to come at the end of the week 

  
 Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 

Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 

  
 Zooper Doopers – Fridays at 2nd break - $1 

  
 2nd Hand Uniform Shop – our Second Hand Uniform shop has a lot of good quality second hand uniforms at 

an affordable price – all items $5 with the exception of woollen jumpers & tunics which are $10 -if you 
require any extra Uniform items please see the ladies in the office and they can assist you – we will be 
holding a Pop up shop in the next few weeks as well 

  
 Easter Raffle donations welcome – please drop them into the office 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


