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Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Mon 27th Jan-Thu 2nd Apr 

 

Monday 16th February 
5.30pm P&F Meeting in 

Staff Room 
 

Tuesday 17th February 
Shrove Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 18th February 
9am Ash Wednesday 
Liturgy in school gym 

 

Thursday 19th February 
Division Swimming at BALC 

(nominated Yr 4, 5, 6 
students) 

 

Compulsory meeting at 
St Alipius Church for 

parents of children making 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 

10.30am or 6pm 
 

Friday 20th February 
SFX Athletics Day at 

Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4,  
5 & 6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2GJ 

 

Sat 21st & Sun 22nd Feb 
Enrolment Masses for 
children making their 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Monday 23rd February 
School photo day 

 

Friday 27th February 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 3JT 
 

Friday 6th March 
Pupil Free Day    Literacy PD 

 

Monday 9th March 
Public Holiday-Labour Day 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 13th March 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 5ML 
 

7pm-11pm Mix & Mingle 
on lower oval 

 

Wed 11th-Tue 17th March 
NAPLAN Testing 

 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
Dear families, 

According to our Catholic tradition, we commemorate the beginning of Lent this week. At a 

special prayer service on Wednesday, our children will receive ashes on their foreheads as a 

sign of repentance. Known as Ash Wednesday, this day marks the beginning of forty days of 

reflection, repentance and almsgiving, as we enter the most sacred time of the Church year. 

At the conclusion of Lent, we will celebrate Easter—but that is still a little way off. 

Why do we mark our foreheads with ash on this day? It is an ancient custom with its roots in 

the earliest days of Christianity. The ashes are a public symbol of repentance, our human 

mortality, and a spiritual commitment to prepare our hearts for Easter. They are made from 

the palms blessed on last year’s Palm Sunday, linking this ritual to our shared Christian story 

and tradition. While we do not wear the ashes for forty days, we do use this time to reflect 

more deeply on the role faith plays in our lives. 

In classrooms across the school, staff will be teaching the children about the meaning and 

importance of Lent. Students may be challenged to give up something they enjoy or to take 

on an additional act of kindness or service. A 

focus on thinking about and acting for the 

poor in our community and in our world will 

guide our learning and actions throughout 

these forty days. 

During Lent, we are all invited to step away 

from the comfort of the familiar and enter a 

brave and sacred new space. This can be a 

big challenge for little people—but we know 

they are more than ready to meet it. 

 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
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Thursday 19th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 20th March 
Interschool Sport at STM 

(Year 5/6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 25th March 
Regional Swimming at 

Horsham (qualifiers from 
Division swimming) 

 

Thursday 26th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

MDASA U9 Primary Schools 
Swim Sports (nominated 

students from F-Yr2) 
 

Friday 27th March 
No Assembly today 

 

Mon 30th & Tue 31st March 
Year 4 Lady Northcote 

Discovery Camp 
 

Thursday 2nd April 
Last day of term 1 

2.20pm finish 
 

12.40pm Assembly  
in school gym 

 

Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
2pm Mothers/Special 

Friends Liturgy 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1EM 
 
 
 
 

Year Ahead Meetings – Thank you! 

We would like to send out a big “THANK YOU!” to all parents & friends who were able to 

attend our Year Ahead meetings last week, and our Foundation sessions throughout the day. 

We hope that you have gained a richer understanding of what your child’s class will be up to 

this year. Special thanks to our teaching staff who worked so hard to make the evening 

worthwhile. 

Travel around our school 

Please be mindful of the road rules when approaching or leaving our school. We have double 

lines in front of our school for a reason. This ensures the safety of all members of our 

community. Any driver who crosses the double lines is breaking the law and endangering the 

lives of our students. When approaching the school please drive up to the turning point 

(marked by a big white cross on the tree) before turning to park in front of the school. Please 

also keep in mind that the staff car park is not a general parking area but for use by staff only.  

Foundation Enrolments 2027 

Do you have a child to commence school in 2027? Do you know of anyone looking to enrol 

their child? If so, please contact our school office staff so that we can add you to the growing 

list of enrolment applications. Our School Alive! Tours commenced last week for new families 

and our enrolment process for 2027 is well underway. 

Senior School Sports 

We will gather at Llanberris Athletics fields on Friday for 

our Year 3-6 sports day. Children may wear team colours 

but we ask that children refrain from coloured hair sprays 

or paint which tends to run into their eyes causing major 

discomfort. We also must be mindful that children will be 

required to fully participate in all activities, so clothing 

should not inhibit their participation.  Hot lunches will not be available on Friday for children 

attending the sports. Children will be required to bring a packed lunch and drink bottle. Let’s 

all do our best and have a great day! 

Do you collect your children from the undercover area? 
A gentle reminder to parents who collect children from the undercover after school that we 
don’t allow children to play on the grass areas or to swing from trees. When collecting 
children after school, you can support our great staff by ensuring that your little ones don’t 
play in these areas. Let’s all work on safety together. 
 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy: 
This week our children will 
participate in an Ash 
Wednesday liturgy in the 
Gym at 9am to signify the 
beginning of the Catholic 
Church Season of Lent. 

 

Lent is the 40 days of prayer, penance and almsgiving as we prepare ourselves to celebrate 
the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday. Lent for Christians is a time to focus not so much 
on ourselves, but on those less fortunate and those in need- both near and far away.  
 

As always, parents and friends are more than welcome to join us in our prayer time, no 
matter what your faith tradition. 
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Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Division Soccer @ Ballarat 

Regional Soccer Facility 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FJS 

 

2.20pm finish 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 3ZP 
 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 
 
 
 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Reminder 

For all children in Year Four or older, there is a compulsory parish meeting on 
Thursday February 19th for the parents of children making their Sacrament of 
Reconciliation this year. 

There are two meetings for you to choose from, either 10:30am or 6pm at St 
Alipius Church. Children are not required to attend. Enrolment Masses for the 
children will follow on the weekend of February 21st and 22nd. Children will 

be presented with their books for preparation at these Masses. If you have any queries or 
concerns please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish Office on 5332 6611. 

 

A Giant Snail! 

Our school has been chosen as one of ten across Ballarat to decorate a giant snail for the 
Begonia Festival! Students in Year 5 will be working with Mrs. Molloy in the coming weeks to 
decorate this wonderful work of art in the spirit of Claude Monet and his famous water 
lily paintings. Be on the lookout for our own masterpiece at the Begonia Festival this year. 
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Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 
 

Friday 28th August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FLP 
 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FTW 
 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

 

Curriculum News                                           
 

What wonderful sessions we had at our Year Ahead Meetings last week 
for our Yrs 1-6 classes. Thank you to our families for the strong support 
shown to our school community. 
 

Our staff are currently reflecting on the new format, and we are equally 
keen to hear from families about their experience. If you would like to share 
your feedback, please feel welcome to email me at 
jclark@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au. 
 

The best way for us to continue to grow and improve is by working together 
in partnership. 
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

NAPLAN 2026 

NAPLAN will commence on Wednesday 11 March. While the 
official testing window spans two weeks, at SFX we aim to 
complete all assessments by Tuesday 17 March, with a few 
additional days scheduled for catch-up sessions if required. 

If your child will be absent or if these dates present a conflict, 
please notify your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible. 

These assessments provide a snapshot of your child’s progress in 
literacy and numeracy and are one part of our overall understanding of their learning. 

Teachers will be providing opportunities for students to become familiar with the format of 
the tests prior to the assessment days to ensure they feel comfortable and confident 

Families can support their child by maintaining normal routines, speaking positively about the 
experience, and reassuring them that NAPLAN is just one part of their learning journey. 
Encouraging a calm and confident mindset helps children approach the assessments feeling 
secure and supported. 

Thank you for your support in ensuring a smooth and settled testing period for our students. 

. 

Seesaw – Celebrating Learning Together 

As we settle into the new school year, you will begin to see many learning posts shared on Seesaw. These posts 
provide a wonderful snapshot of real-time learning happening in your child’s classroom. 

We warmly encourage you to take a moment to leave a positive comment on your child’s posts. Students genuinely 
enjoy reading messages from their families — it gives them a real boost and reinforces the value of their efforts. 

Your engagement helps strengthen the home–school partnership and shows children that their learning is important 
and worth celebrating. 

We look forward to sharing many special learning moments with you throughout the year. 

 
 

Week of February 8 – February 15 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

                                      
                                   243 

                                   New Student Posts 

 

 
89 

Comments 
 

 
 
 
 

Enjoy your week. 
 
 
 

                                                                                    Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
This Friday is an exciting day for our Year 3 to 6 students as we have our Athletics Day at Llanberris Athletics Reserve. 
There will be lots of colour, lots of energy and lots of excitement and we can’t wait to see all of the students 
celebrating each other's success and earning points for their House by having a go, doing their best and having fun! 
 
A reminder that students are to be taken directly to the venue for a 9:20am start, and are to be collected at 2:30pm. 
Students are to bring lunch, snacks, water bottle, HAT and sunscreen.  
Please note that there will be NO HOT LUNCHES delivered to Llanberris. 
For all information please refer to the PAM notification. 
 
Division Swimming 
On Thursday we have a strong squad of swimmers participating in the Division Swimming competition at the BALC. 
We wish Noah R, Levi C, Kayden F, Emily B, Olivia F, Mitchell B, Imogen S, Louie E and Harvey K all the very best for 
their events. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 1: 

 Week 4 - Thursday Feb 19th - Division Swimming @ BALC (nominated students from Yr 4, 5 & 6)  
 Week 4 - Friday Feb 20th - SFX Athletics Day @ Llanberris (ALL Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 students) 
 Week 8 - Friday Mar 20th - Interschool Sport  @ STM (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Wednesday Mar 25th - Regional Swimming @ Horsham (qualifiers from Division swimming) 
 Week 9 - Thursday Mar 26th - MDASA U9 Primary Schools Swim Sports (nominated students from F - Yr 2) 

 
 
Have a tremendous week. 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

 P&F Meeting – Tonight Monday 16th February – 5.30pm in the Staff room – everyone welcome 
  

 Mix & Mingle – Friday 13th March 2026 
Join us for a night out under the stars!  Meet fellow parents and make new friends! 
SFX Lower Oval 7pm – 11pm 

              Book your Tickets via Flexi Schools $25 – includes drink on arrival, finger food & music 
  

 TUITION RAFFLE 
WIN - $1,500 OFF Tuition Fees – Raffle – tickets available via QR code 
or https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees 

  
 Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 

Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 

Note: No Hot lunches available this Friday for Senior Sports Carnival at Llanberris – P&F will supply each child 
with a Zooper Dooper at the Sport Carnival 

  

https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees
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 Zooper Doopers – Fridays at 2nd break - $1 
  

 2nd Hand Uniform Shop – our Second Hand Uniform shop has a lot of good quality second hand uniforms at 
an affordable price – all items $5 with the exception of woollen jumpers & tunics which are $10 -if you 
require any extra Uniform items please see the ladies in the office and they can assist you – we will be 
holding a Pop up shop in the next few weeks as well 

  
 We are on the hunt for Easter Raffle donations please – please drop them into the office at your earliest 

convenience 
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Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    13th February    Hosted by 6PB    Theme: Excellence 

We show our personal best. Excellence means being the best person we can be.  
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did  

 

FLP Luka Ross and Dhiyenka Gunetileke 4RR Damilare Baruwa and Imogen Sordello 

FJS Tilly Dridan & Will Mumford  4ZA Cooper Roberts & Eliza Vallance 

FBO Maddison Daly and Kingston Pitman 4KB Pippa Bourke & Harvey Kersley 

FTW Oscar Toohey and Harriett Curtain 5CC Maya Skewes and Hudson Ryan 

1GH Eva Ludbrook and Finn Tongs 5LD Milla Rowland and Levi Dreher 

1EM Alfie Mason and Ryker Kermeen 5ML Daisy Howard & Noah Osciak 

1GT Marley Gull and Jacob Walker 6PB Chloe Wilson and Sienna Block 

2GJ Alina Osciak and Harvey Banwell 6JS Olive Lenaghan and Cleo Roney 

2MH Rex Owins and Ada Mason 6MM Ella Uljanic and Emily Bone 

2TS Maple Toohey and Bob Nunn 
EE/ 
Sci 

Xavier Morris & Maddie Purtell 

3LL 
Theo McAdam 
Amaiyah Moore 

PA  

3JT Annie Ludbrook and Jasper Rolfe VA 
River Fedke (4RR) 
Lance Humphries (3LL) 

3ZP Patrick Lenaghan and Polly Meade PE Louis Kersley (1GT), Vann Brooks (1EM) 

  Tch 
Willow Begbie (FBOK) 
Kit Blomely (2GJ) 

Principal’s Award:  Noah Rice for looking out for other people and caring for all in our school community 
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Community News 
 

 
 

 


