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+ 

 

Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Mon 27th Jan-Thu 2nd Apr 

 

Friday 27th February 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Caritas Australia 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 3JT 

 

Friday 6th March 
Pupil Free Day    Literacy PD 

 

Monday 9th March 
Public Holiday-Labour Day 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 13th March 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 5ML 
 

7pm-11pm Mix & Mingle 
on lower oval 

 

Wed 11th-Tue 17th March 
NAPLAN Testing 

 

Thursday 19th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 20th March 
Interschool Sport at STM 

(Year 5/6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 25th March 
Regional Swimming at 

Horsham (qualifiers from 
Division swimming) 

 

Thursday 26th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

MDASA U9 Primary Schools 
Swim Sports (nominated 

students from F-Yr2) 
 

Friday 27th March 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Project Compassion 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Mon 30th & Tue 31st March 
Year 4 Lady Northcote 

Discovery Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
Dear Families, 

Our Lenten journey has begun. 

Last week we gathered to commemorate Ash Wednesday, and our students and staff received 

ashes on their foreheads as a sign that we are entering this important and sacred season in 

the Church year. 

Lent is a significant time for us as a Catholic community. Over the forty days ahead, prayer, 

reflection and almsgiving become our focus as we prepare for Easter. During Lent we are 

reminded that our world is bigger than ourselves. We are called to be mindful of others and to 

consider what it truly means to be of service. 

Through prayer, we are invited to deepen our relationship with God. Through reflection, we 

are encouraged to examine how we are living out our faith each day. Through almsgiving, we 

are challenged to reach out in practical and generous ways to those in need. The invitation to 

grow spiritually — by strengthening our faith, making small sacrifices and extending kindness 

to others — can be demanding, but it is a challenge we are well capable of embracing. 

As we journey through these forty days, we might ask ourselves: 

What can I do to prepare my heart for Easter? 

How can I create time and space for reflection? 

In what ways can I be more generous to others? 

These are important questions — and perhaps that is exactly what Lent is meant to be: a time 

to pause, to grow and to renew. 

We have received ashes and commenced the season. We are reminded that Lent is a time of 

renewal. It is an opportunity to look beyond ourselves so that when Easter arrives, we may 

celebrate with joyful and open hearts. We warmly invite you to join us on this meaningful 

journey. 

 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 

 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 23rd February 2026 
Term 1 Week 5 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         2. 

 

 

Thursday 2nd April 
Last day of term 1 

2.20pm finish 
 

12.40pm Assembly  
in school gym 

 

Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
2pm Mothers/Special 

Friends Liturgy 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1EM 
 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Invite Us Deeper 

Almighty and ever living God, 

you invite us deeper into your world, your people, your Lent. 

May this time be one of outward focus; 

seeking you in those we often ignore. 

Help us live a Lent focused on freedom, generosity, and encounter. 

Give us hearts hungry to serve you 

and those who need what we have to give. 

Amen 

School Photos 

We had our annual school photos at school today. The children certainly shone and we were 

very proud of them! Thank you to all parents who worked so hard to ensure that your 

children were neat and tidy, and ready to go! 

Foundation Rest Days 

Our Foundation students are certainly enjoying their Wednesday rest days, and I know that 

parents are too! Thank you to all families for supporting these days and for bringing your 

children in for their interviews with the class teachers. Foundation students will commence 

fulltime school on Tuesday 10th March (no rest day on Wednesday 11th March). 

School Closure Day 

Our first school closure day will be held on Friday 6th March. Please note that there will be no 

classes held at school on this day. 

Safety at the School Crossing 

We are very fortunate to have Chloe from the City of Ballarat to escort our children and 

families safely across the road each day. Saying hello and greeting Chloe with a smile is greatly 

appreciated. What is not appreciated is any form of verbal abuse or negative comment. If you 

are in a hurry to drop the children off, please leave yourself extra time knowing that Chloe will 

do her best to ensure safety for everyone in our school community. 
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Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FJS 

 

2.20pm finish 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Casual Clothes Day – Friday 27th February 

We will hold our first Casual Clothes Day for the year on Friday 27th February. 

Students are invited to wear casual clothes and bring along a gold coin donation (or two) to 
support a very important cause. 

This month, our donation will go to Caritas Australia. Caritas works to support vulnerable 
communities around the world, helping provide access to food, clean water, education and 
opportunities for people to build better futures. 

As we journey through Lent, we are reminded that compassion is not just something we talk 
about — it is something we live. By supporting Caritas, we are standing in solidarity with those 
who need support and showing that even small acts of generosity can make a big difference. 

Our Project Compassion focus will continue throughout Lent, but this Casual Clothes Day gives 
us the opportunity to make a strong start. 

Let’s dig deep and show what our SFX community can do — together, we can make a real 
difference. 

 

 

 

NAPLAN 2026 

 
NAPLAN will commence on Wednesday 11 March. While the 
official testing window spans two weeks, at SFX we aim to 
complete all assessments by Tuesday 17 March, with a few 
additional days scheduled for catch-up sessions if required. 

If your child will be absent or if these dates present a conflict, 
please notify your child’s classroom teacher as soon as possible. 
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Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 
 
 

Foundation/Prep Enrolment 2027 – Existing and New Families 
  

Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open. 
  
Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete the 
‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
  
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 
  

Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Foundation/Prep 2027. 

  
Enrolments close 14th May 2026 

 
 

  

 

 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 
On Wednesday we gathered as a whole school 
community to mark the beginning of Lent with our 
Ash Wednesday liturgy. 
 
Thank you to our Year 6 students for leading the 
liturgy so reverently and confidently. They did a 
wonderful job guiding us into this sacred season. We 
are also grateful to the staff and families who joined 
us in prayer. 
 
Receiving ashes reminds us that Lent is a time to 
pause, reflect, and begin again — turning our hearts 
back to God and preparing for Easter with hope. 
 
 

 
This Week’s Gospel – Jesus in the Desert (Matthew 4:1–11) 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear how Jesus spent forty days in the desert. During this time, he 
was tempted to take the easy path — to choose power, comfort, or shortcuts. 
Instead, Jesus chose trust. He stayed grounded in who he was and in God’s Word. 
The desert reminds us that life is not always easy. We all face moments where we are 
tempted to give up, to take shortcuts, or to choose what feels good in the moment rather 
than what is right. 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Lent invites us to grow stronger in those moments. 
 
A message for families: 
 
The “desert” doesn’t have to be a real desert. It can look like: 

 sticking with something when it feels hard 
 choosing kindness when we feel frustrated 
 turning off distractions and making time for prayer 
 saying sorry and beginning again 

 
Jesus shows us that strength comes from trust, not from control. 
 
A family reflection: 
 
What is something challenging our family is facing at the moment? 
How can we support one another through it? 
What might we choose to “give up” or “take up” this Lent to grow closer to God? 
 
Our challenge for the week: 
 
Choose one small Lenten action as a family: 
 

 Give something up 
 Take something positive on 
 Make time for prayer together 

 
Small, consistent choices shape strong hearts. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
The annual SFX Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day was a wonderful celebration of energy, teamwork, and school spirit! Held at 
Llanberris last Friday, the day was filled with excitement as the students participated in a variety of track and field 
events.  
 
Every child participated in all of the events with enthusiasm, showing determination, resilience, and excellent 
sportspersonship throughout the day. 
 
One of the highlights was hotly contested Champions races where the fastest 2 boys and girls from each year level 
race off to be crowned the SFX sprint champion. Birdie Toohey in Yr 3 took the honors in the girls race, while Noah 
McGregor became the first boy to claim back-to-back titles.  
 
We were especially proud of how supportive the children were towards one another. It didn't matter where they 
finished, every student gave their best effort and demonstrated that they had a go, did their best and most 
importantly had fun. 
 
A huge thank you goes to our magnificent staff for their efforts on the day, and to all of the families who came along 
to support the event. Your encouragement helped make the day extra special for everyone involved. 
 
Congratulations to all our students for making this year’s Athletics Day such a memorable and successful event.  
 
I am busy collating the results and will announce the winning House at next Monday's morning assembly. 
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Division Swimming 
Last Thursday, we had a small but very capable group of swimmers participating in the Divisional Swimming event at 
BALC involving several schools from Ballarat and surrounds. 

A big well done to Noah R, Levi C, Emily B, Olivia F, Mitchell B, Imogen S and Louie E for your amazing efforts 

Every SFX swimmer gave their absolute best in the pool, representing our school with pride and confidence. 

A special mention to the boys relay team for taking on an enormous challenge but displaying true SFX spirit and 
never giving up! 

A big thankyou to the parents that can along to support all of the students. 
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2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 1: 

 Week 8 - Friday Mar 20th - Interschool Sport  @ STM (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Thursday Mar 26th - MDASA U9 Primary Schools Swim Sports (nominated students from F - Yr 2) 

Term 2: 
 Week 2 - Friday May 5th - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
 Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
 Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
 Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 
 
Have an awesome week. 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

 P&F Meeting – Monday 23rd March 2026 – 5.30pm 
  

 Mix & Mingle – Friday 13th March 2026 – BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
Join us for a night out under the stars!  Meet fellow parents and make new friends! 
SFX Lower Oval 7pm – 11pm 

              Book your Tickets via Flexi Schools $25 – includes drink on arrival, finger food & music 
  

 TUITION RAFFLE 
WIN - $1,500 OFF Tuition Fees – Raffle – tickets available via QR code 
or https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees 

   
 Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am  
  Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class  
  chat group 

  
 Zooper Doopers – Fridays at 2nd break - $1 

  
 2nd Hand Uniform Shop – our Second Hand Uniform shop has a lot of good quality second hand uniforms at 
  an affordable price – all items $5 with the exception of woollen jumpers & tunics which are $10 - if you  
  require any extra Uniform items please see the ladies in the office and they can assist you – we will be  
  holding a Pop up shop in the next few weeks as well 

  
 We are on the hunt for Easter Raffle donations please – please drop them into the office at your earliest 
   convenience 

 
 RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 

For the months of March & April 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in 
the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at 
the Pleasant Park store – corner Sturt & Pleasant Sts. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries 
and put you tokens in our token box. 

https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees
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Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    20th February    Hosted by 2GJ    Theme: Justice 

We make fair choices. Justice means being the best person we can be.  
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 

 

FLP Peyton Cheeseman and Henry Sordello 4RR Years 3-6 at Athletics 

FJS Harry Baldwin & Nina Trigg  4ZA Years 3-6 at Athletics 

FBO Daisy Bye & Lenny Rumble 4KB Years 3-6 at Athletics 

FTW Ivy Jolly and Harry Stanley 5CC Years 3-6 at Athletics 

1GH George Ellis and Kenzie Wilson 5LD Years 3-6 at Athletics 

1EM Zane Carter and Hadley Mullane  5ML Years 3-6 at Athletics 

1GT Lyla Quick and Louis Dreher 6PB Years 3-6 at Athletics 

2GJ Blake Pitman and Jimmy Robinson 6JS Years 3-6 at Athletics 

2MH Ava Kelishadi and Harry McMahon 6MM Years 3-6 at Athletics 

2TS Max Banwell and Harlee Answer 
EE/ 
Sci 

 

3LL Years 3-6 at Athletics PA Jude Reus and Angus Morley 4KB 

3JT Years 3-6 at Athletics VA Imogen Curtain & Patrick Olechnowicz (2GJ) 

3ZP Years 3-6 at Athletics PE  

  Tch  

Principal’s Award:   
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