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Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Mon 27th Jan-Thu 2nd Apr 

 

Mon 30th & Tue 31st March 
Year 4 Lady Northcote 

Discovery Camp 
 

Thursday 2nd April 
Last day of term 1 

2.20pm finish 
 

12.30pm Big Water Walk 
 

1.45pm Holy Thursday 
Liturgy led by 6JS 

 

No Assembly today 
  

Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
2pm Mothers/Special 

Friends Liturgy 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FJS 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

As our term draws to a close, we also pause to recognise that we have entered Holy Week—
the most sacred time in the Church calendar, marking the journey toward Easter and the 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. 

Over the past forty days, we have embraced the season of Lent, striving to live more simply 
and reflectively through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. This has been a time of preparation, 
leading us into the profound mystery of Holy Week—a time that holds both sorrow and deep 
hope. At school, we have been working closely with the children to build their understanding 
of the significance of this season. We hope they have grown in their appreciation of what Lent 
represents and why it calls us to be ready for Easter. 

Our Big Water Walk on Thursday will be a powerful and visible expression of compassion in 
action. The funds raised by our students will be a tangible way of supporting those in need. As 
the children carry buckets of water around the oval, each step will serve as a reminder of the 
preciousness of this resource and the importance of never taking it for granted. 

This morning, we gathered for a special assembly to mark the beginning of Holy Week. Our 
Year 6PB students led us beautifully, helping to deepen our understanding of this sacred time. 
When we come together again on 
Holy Thursday, we will continue 
this journey as 6JS leads us to 
reflect on the final days of the 
church year before entering into 
the hope and renewal of Easter. 

Wishing all our families a blessed 
and peaceful Holy Week. 

 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
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Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 
 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays! 
We would like to say a big THANKYOU! To 
our students, staff and Parents who have 
shown such great support for our school 
this term. We have had a very positive 
start to the year, and we have worked hard 
to earn our holidays. May your time away 
from school be happy, restful and 
rewarding so that when we all return in 

two weeks, we will be ready to jump straight back into our learning at Saint Francis Xavier 
School. 

 
End of Term – Start of Term 
Classes cease for first term on Thursday 2 April at 2.20pm and resume on Monday 20 April at 
9.00am. See you then! 
 

Villa’s Big Water Walk 
It’s nearly time for our BIG WATER WALK! Sponsor a child and help to support communities in 
need as we work together to raise awareness and funds for CARITAS Australia. Our children 
are ready to go on Thursday so let’s show our support with your generous sponsorship. 

 

Year 4 Camp 
Our Year 4 students are enjoying their school camp experience 
this week. We wish them well and look forward to hearing all 
the stories when they return. 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Congratulations to our Year 4 children who received the sacrament of Reconciliation last 
week. This is an important step in your faith journey, and we are proud of you! 
Congratulations to our families too who have supported these children in their preparation. 

 
Road Safety 

We were saddened to hear of a near-miss at school drop off time last 
week. Please be mindful when reversing out of car parks that young 
children may be exiting nearby vehicles or crossing the road. We have to 
be very careful around our school at pick-up and drop-off times so that 
our children remain safe each day. 

 

 
Foundation Siblings 2027 
Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open.  Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete 
the ‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 

Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Foundation/Prep 2027.    Enrolments close 14th May 2026 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Staff News 
 
Congratulations to Ms. McLean who was 
married last Friday. We wish Estelle and 
Luke a lifetime of happiness together! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Mr. Canny who has 
become Captain of the East Point Men’s 
Senior Football Team in the BFNL. We 
wish Liam well for the season ahead as he 
leads his team to certain victory! 
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Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Villa’s Big Water Walk 2026: 
On the last day of this term, 

Thursday April 2nd, the children of 
Villa will take part 

in ‘Villa’s Big Water Walk!’ 
Our goal is to raise $6000 to 

provide a 25,000 litre water tank 
and collection point for a school 

in Tanzania. 
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Curriculum News 
 

A sincere thank you to our students for the way they presented their learning 
during the Student Led Conferences over the last couple of weeks. They spoke 
with confidence and pride, and it was wonderful to see and hear them take 
ownership of their learning. Thank you also to our families for your strong 
engagement and support, and to our teachers for the thoughtful preparation of 
students and the learning experiences provided in the lead-up to these 
conferences. They will occur again in Term Three. 

 
 
Seesaw continues to be a highly effective way for families to stay connected with their 
child’s learning in real time. It provides a valuable window into the classroom, allowing you 
to see the progress, skills and understanding your child is developing throughout the 
school day. Our Specialist Teachers will also be sharing learning on Seesaw this week, so 
please keep an eye out for updates showcasing your child’s skills and knowledge in these 
areas. As always please feel free to add a comment to your child's post.  
 
 
 

Week of March 22 - March 29 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 
 

 

                                                                   640 
                                                   New Student Posts 

                                         101 
                                  Comments 

 
 

 
It has been a productive term of learning and teaching at St Francis Xavier Primary 
School. Across the school, many students have engaged positively in their learning, 
demonstrating growth and taken on new challenges with increasing confidence.  
 
We look forward to Term 2 as an opportunity for continued growth, rich learning 
experiences and building on the strong foundations established this term. 
 
Wishing all families a happy and holy Easter. Thank you for your ongoing support as we 
continue to strengthen our home–school partnerships. 
 
 
 

 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
 

https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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Can you believe we are at the end of Term One? It has been an exciting time in the wellbeing space, with the 
introduction of Pulse Wellbeing and Read and Thrive journals in our Year 3-6 classes. Our Foundation to Year 2 
classes are not missing out! Stay tuned for ways we are planning to capture their student voice in Term Two! 

Our Year 6 Student Wellbeing Leaders Milla, Lily and Bonnie have confidently presented thoughtful ideas for new 
initiatives to support wellbeing across our school and have spoken at school assemblies about these. There are 
exciting things ahead…. 

Our Read and Thrive Journal topic this week focuses upon the importance of physical activity and its positive impact 
upon our mental health. Research shows that regular physical activity and exercise leads to changes in the brain. It 
improves cognitive function, elevates mood, enhances learning and improves academic outcomes. Playing sport 
helps kids develop fundamental movement skills impacting positively on their confidence, self-esteem and ability to 
develop social skills. Parents play an important role in helping children establish positive habits that will benefit their 
children in the long-term. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, parents will discover practical advice relating to the benefits of regular physical activity 
and exercise, as well as tips on how to get their kids motivated and moving more. 
Here is the link to your Edition https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/physical-activity-exercise 

Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships (RRRR): Have a chat to your children about what they have 
discovered in our Social and Emotional Learning lessons this term. We have focused upon their Emotional Literacy 
and their Personal/ Cultural Strengths.                                              

We have learnt that being kind, brave and showing respect are superpowers! 

Many thanks for your continued support of our wellbeing initiatives and for the children/ families/ community 
members who share their ideas with me. 

Have a wonderful Easter break! 

 

 

       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/physical-activity-exercise
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

MDASA Under 9 Swimming event 
Last Thursday evening, we had 7 students participate in an Under 9 swimming event at the Ballarat Aquatic Centre. 
Teddy B, Hudson W, Harriett H Harry J Tom S, Louie E, Audrey G and Khloe N battled nerves and a big crowd but all 
swam the very best they could. Well Done you should be very proud of your efforts 
 
Term 2 After School netball 
SFX is looking forward to once again entering teams in the BNA Primary School after school netball season in Term 2. 
 
- The season is 8 weeks long and all competitions are on Tuesdays or Wednesdays.  
- Game times are 4pm / 4:50pm / 5:40pm.  
- Great for beginners or those with experience  
 
Please respond to the communication correspondence that was sent last week to express your child’s interest or 
contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Term 2 
Next term promises to be huge in terms of sport at SFX with many exciting opportunities for our students. We will be 
involved in Division Football, Division Cross Country, Division Soccer, Division Netball as well as the golf clinics. In 
weeks 7 and 9 there is also the swimming program for year levels one through to six. 
 
Have a fantastic break everyone, rest up and we look forward to seeing you all in Term 2. 
 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Have a great week. 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

Easter Raffle Winners – please collect your prize from the office before end of term 

1st Prize          Ticket no: 1022 – Georgia Hudson 

2nd Prize         Ticket no: 1240 – Hayley Ellis 

3rd Prize          Ticket no: 767 – Withhold identity 

4th Prize          Ticket no: 1573 – Johanna Crespo 

5th Prize          Ticket no:1573 – Withhold identity 

6th Prize          Ticket no: 283 – Marice O’Brien 

7th Prize          Ticket no: 1139 – Gail Atkins 

8th Prize          Ticket no: 710 – Maree Slack 

9th Prize          Ticket no: 614 – Withhold identity 

10th Prize        Ticket no: 251 – Chantelle Toohey 

11th Prize        Ticket no: 404 – Nathan Williams 

12th Prize        Ticket no: 118 – Withhold identity 

13th Prize        Ticket no: 61 – Bec Belsar 

14th Prize        Ticket no: 1545 – Joe White 

15th Prize        Ticket no: 918 - Willow Begbie 

 
 
• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 
      For the months of March & April 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in 
      the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Pleasant Park store – corner Sturt & Pleasant St 
      If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put your tokens in our token box. 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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