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Term 1 (10 weeks) 
Mon 27th Jan-Thu 2nd Apr 

 

Friday 6th March 
Pupil Free Day    Literacy PD 

 

Monday 9th March 
Public Holiday-Labour Day 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 13th March 
2.40pm Assembly in  

school gym led by 5ML 
 

7pm-11pm Mix & Mingle 
on lower oval 

 

Wed 11th-Tue 17th March 
NAPLAN Testing 

 

Wednesday 18th March 
Last day for Book Club  

Issue 2 orders 
 

Thursday 19th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

Friday 20th March 
Interschool Sport at STM 

(Year 5/6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 23rd March 
5.30pm P&F Meeting 

 

Wednesday 25th March 
Regional Swimming at 

Horsham (qualifiers from 
Division swimming) 

 

Thursday 26th March 
Student Led Conferences 

 

MDASA U9 Primary Schools 
Swim Sports (nominated 

students from F-Yr2) 
 

Friday 27th March 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Project Compassion 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Mon 30th & Tue 31st March 
Year 4 Lady Northcote 

Discovery Camp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 
Dear families, 
 
We are now well into our Lenten journey. Throughout the school, our children are learning 
about the significance of this sacred season as they work faithfully towards their Lenten 
promises. I have been heartened by the thoughtful and generous commitments they have 
made. May their perseverance remain as strong as their desire to grow closer to God during 
this holy time. 
 
At Mass last week, Fr Justin reflected on the unique convergence of sacred seasons occurring 
this year. As the Catholic Church observes Lent, our Muslim brothers and sisters are 
honouring Ramadan, and many families are celebrating Chinese Lunar New Year. Each of 
these traditions is sacred, and interestingly, each is guided by the rhythm of the moon. What a 
beautiful reminder of the interconnectedness of faith, culture and creation — and of the 
shared human longing to pause, reflect and renew. 
 
This truly is a special and sacred time. I encourage 
you to embrace it in whatever way feels meaningful 
for your family. If you are unsure how to approach 
prayer, fasting or almsgiving, simply ask your 
children — they have some wonderful and inspiring 
ideas to share. 
 
God bless, 

 
 
 
 

Mark Hogbin 
 
 
Parking Near the School 
We kindly ask parents to refrain from parking near the driveway into the staff car park. Once 
again, we have had damage to the water pipes caused by cars parking on the verge. Your 
assistance with this would be appreciated. 
 
School Closure Day 
A reminder that our school will be closed on Friday 6 March for staff professional 
development. No classes will be held at school on this day. 
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Thursday 2nd April 
Last day of term 1 

2.20pm finish 
 

The Big Water Walk 
 

12.40pm Assembly  
in school gym 

 

Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
2pm Mothers/Special 

Friends Liturgy 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1EM 
 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Pupil free day 

 
 
 
 

NAPLAN Testing 
Next week marks the annual period of testing across all 
schools in our country. Known as the National Assessment 
Program – Literacy and Numeracy, this assessment is 
administered to all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 
Information gained from NAPLAN informs Government of 
changes that occur or may need to occur in education as 
well as student progress across the nation. Individual 

results of NAPLAN are provided to parents once they are released to schools. 
 

 
Foundation/Prep Enrolment 2027 – Existing and New Families 

  

Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open. 
  

Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete the 
‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
  

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 
 

Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Foundation/Prep 2027. 

  

Enrolments close 14th May 2026 
 
 

Issue 2 catalogues 
should arrive home 
today.  If you would 
like to order anything, 
please place your 
order on or before 

Wednesday 18th March.  Orders can be placed by either scanning the QR code on page 31 of 
the catalogue, by going to scholastic.com.au/LOOP, by downloading the LOOP App or by 
forwarding a completed order form with cash to the office.  Please note that orders placed via 
the office don’t qualify for bonus offers or discounts for parents.  Our school receives reward 
points from orders placed to buy books for our Library.  Thank you. 
Enquiries: Sue in the Library - sshuttle@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 

 

The Big Water Walk 2026 
As part of our commitment to Project Compassion during Lent, we are inviting members of 
our school community to once again take part in Villa’s Big Water Walk. This initiative has 
been inspired by our Year 3 students in response to their reflection on the Scripture of The 
Good Samaritan and the challenge to love our neighbours. 

In Australia, we are incredibly fortunate. We can turn on a tap and have clean water 
whenever we need it. However, this is not the reality for many families around the world. In 
Tanzania, almost 40% of people do not have access to safe drinking water. Children often walk 
for at least 30 minutes, carrying heavy buckets of water multiple times a day. This means 
many children miss out on school simply because they are collecting water for their families. 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday 
Pupil Free Day 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FJS 

 

2.20pm finish 
 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

This year, through our Big Water Walk, we are hoping to raise $6,000 to help establish a 
25,000-litre water tank and collection point for a school in rural Tanzania. This will provide 
safe drinking water for up to 1,000 students and ensure children can remain in school rather 
than spending their days collecting water. 

On Thursday 2nd April, students will work in relay teams to carry buckets of water around the 
oval as a symbol of solidarity with children their own age in Tanzania. Through this 
experience, we hope to deepen our understanding of justice, compassion and gratitude — 
and remind ourselves how fortunate we are. 

You can support our fundraising efforts by scanning the QR code below, which will take you 
directly to our school’s fundraising page. 

Together, we can make a real difference. 

               

Curriculum News                                       

 

NAPLAN 2026 

Following the long weekend, students in Years 3 and 5 will begin 
NAPLAN testing on Wednesday 11th March. NAPLAN provides a 
snapshot of student progress in Literacy and Numeracy and is just 
one of many ways we monitor learning growth at our school. 

We encourage families to support their children in simple, 
practical ways to help them feel calm and confident: 

How you can help at home: 
 Ensure your child gets a good night’s sleep in the days leading up to and during testing. 
 Provide a healthy breakfast each morning. 
 Arrive at school on time so children can settle calmly before each session. 
 Keep routines as normal as possible. 
 Reassure your child that NAPLAN is simply an opportunity to show what they know — 

effort matters more than perfection. 

At school, we will maintain a supportive and low-pressure environment. We will guide 
students through each session and ensure they feel prepared and confident. 

If you have any questions about NAPLAN, please don’t hesitate to contact your 
child's teacher. 

We thank you for your partnership in supporting your child during this time.  
 
 

Enjoy your week. 
 
 
 

                                            Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
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Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 
 
 

 
 

   
Introducing our Amazing Year 6 Wellbeing Leaders: 
Bonnie, Milla and Lily are our Yr 6 Wellbeing Leaders for 2026 and they are full of wonderful 
ideas about ways to make our school even better! This week our leaders have introduced the 
Wellbeing Continuum to our whole school at assembly- it is a wonderful way for everyone to 
identify how they are feeling and seek help when they need support. It also gives us a shared 
language around our mental health.  
Check it out here: Animated Children's Wellbeing Continuum 
 
Community News 
Free Parenting Workshops and Family Support: 
Did you know CatholicCare Victoria has FREE parenting workshops? 
Click on this link to check out what is available: Parenting Workshops 
CAFS also provides a huge range of support services for parents and families. 
Click here for more details: CAFS Ballarat Support for Families 
 
 
 
 
Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://player.vimeo.com/video/844785801?h=2fb4ba6506
https://www.catholiccarevic.org.au/workshops/
https://cafs.org.au/our-services/family-parenting-support/early-help-groups?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8G1TBf6kIOadO__spAhJ5NQ8fNqejbs9EF9ABoiHKt2DwIdONeGzQgjSbblGDxSm-O6oiA
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Sport/Physical Education News                                                
 

Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day 
After collating all of the results from the Yr 3 - 6 Athletics Day, I can happily announce the final 
scores from the day. 
1st - Gargan (Green) - 1561 
2nd - Xavier (Red) - 1497 
3rd - McAuley (Yellow) - 1495 
4th - Villa (Blue) - 1335 
 
The following students have been awarded Year Level Athletics Champions for 2026 for their 
determination, effort and excellence: 
 
Year 3 Girls -  Annie Ludbrook      Year 4 Girls -  Milla Nicholson 
Year 5 Girls -  Milla Kingston.        Year 6 Girls - Nellie Cheeseman 
 
Year 3 Boys -  Tom Green.             Year 4 Boys - Noah McGregor 
Year 5 Boys -  Lawrence Wilson    Year 6 Boys - Nixon George 
 
 
MDASA U/9 Encouragement Swimming Sports 
This event is available to all students that will be 9 years old and under as at 31/12/2026. It is 
being held in the 25m pool at the Ballarat Aquatic Lifestyle Centre on Thursday March 26 from 
7pm. For further information and details on how to enter please refer to the email 
notification sent last week. 
 

2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 1: 

 Week 8 - Friday Mar 20th - Interschool Sport  @ STM (Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Thursday Mar 26th - MDASA U9 Primary Schools Swim Sports (nominated students from F - Yr 2) 

Term 2: 
 Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
 Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
 Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
 Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
 Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 
 

Have an awesome week. 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

 P&F Meeting – Monday 23rd March 2026 – 5.30pm 
  

 Mix & Mingle – Friday 13th March 2026 – BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW it is only 11 days away!!! - Please 
purchase your tickets early for catering purposes 

Join us for a night out under the stars!  Meet fellow parents and make new friends! 
SFX Lower Oval 7pm – 11pm 

              Book your Tickets via Flexi Schools $25 – includes drink on arrival, finger food & music 
  

 TUITION RAFFLE 
WIN - $1,500 OFF Tuition Fees – Raffle – tickets available via QR code 
or https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees 
  

 EASTER RAFFLE IS NOW LIVE – See attached flyer – tickets available for purchase via QR code 
or https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026-easter 

We are also taking Easter Raffle donations please – please drop them into the office at your earliest 
convenience 
   

 Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 

  
 Zooper Doopers – Fridays at 2nd break - $1 

  
 2nd Hand Uniform Shop – our Second Hand Uniform shop has a lot of good quality second hand uniforms at 

an affordable price – all items $5 with the exception of woolen jumpers & tunics which are $10 -if you 
require any extra Uniform items please see the ladies in the office and they can assist you – we will be 
holding a Pop up shop in the next few weeks as well 

   
 RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 

For the months of March & April 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in 
the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Pleasant Park store – corner Sturt & Pleasant St 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put your tokens in our token box. 
 

 

  
 

 

https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026fees
https://rafflelink.com.au/villa2026-easter
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Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    27th February    Hosted by 3JT    Theme: Compassion 

We treat others the way we would like to be treated.  
Compassion means to feel the suffering of others and to help ease that suffering.  

We show compassion to others because Jesus teaches us how to care. 
 

FLP Hugo Davis and Riley Brown 4RR Matilda Bell and Wilson Quinlan 

FJS Layla Marshall & Noah Manning  4ZA Oakley Smith & Ivy Dorning 

FBO Louis Ryan and Willow Begbie 4KB Lachy Just & Darcie Richardson 

FTW Pali Shrestha and Ivy Grigsby 5CC Flynn McKay and Isabella Carrick 

1GH Hudson Nicholson and Noah Stewart 5LD Eddie Waldron and Ava Warr 

1EM Johnny Faull and Amelia Toohey 5ML Isla Page and Abbey Williams  

1GT Amelia Whykes and Levi Heinrich 6PB James Bosworth and Christian Wright  

2GJ Ella Finley and Jude Toohey 6JS Gabe Dunne and Olivia Farrell 

2MH Lachie Skewes and Scottie Toohey 6MM Levi Crowe and Isla Johnson  

2TS Callum Purtell & Sadie Porter 
EE/ 
Sci 

Lola Troon, Stella Hipke, Blake Pitman, 
Kingston Pitman, Georgie Dwyer, Aria 
Steinman, Harper Gilbertson 

3LL Ruby MIles       Oscar Johnson PA River Harney and Will Allen  

3JT Howard Latchford and Olive Anderson VA Nevon Thuse & Meredith Bodnar (3JT) 

3ZP Birdie Toohey and Elliot Fulcher PE Amelia Reus and Jack Hingston 

  Tch Maya Ryan (1EM) & Callum Purtell (2TS) 

Principal’s Award:  Violet Toohey, Max Elliott, Saheisi Kariyawasam & Paityn Grant assisted Miss Rose (without 
asking!) in collecting large amounts of rubbish that was discarded under the grandstand.  
Elliott Evans and Archie Geaghan for showing compassion by inviting a friend to join them when he was having a 
bad day. 
Christian Wright for seeing a need and doing something about it when he saw sports equipment left outside and 
put it all away properly. 
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Community News 
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