St Francis Xavier Primary School

P.O. Box 2027
Ballarat East VIC 3354
Phone: 5331 6311

Newsletter

Monday 20*" April 2026
Term 2 Week 1

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au

Term 2 (10 weeks)
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26t Jun

Tue 215t & Wed 22" April
Year 5 Sovereign Hill
Costumed School

Friday 24t April
Start of Term 2 Mass
in our Gym

No Assembly today

Friday 15t May
Division AFL @ CE Brown
Reserve Wendouree
(selected Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
school gym led by 4KB

Friday 8t May
Mothers and Special
Friends Day
2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym
2.40pm Liturgy in Family
Groups

No Assembly today

Monday 11t May
Division Cross Country @
Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4,5
& 6 students)

Thursday 14t May
Last day for 2027
Foundation enrolments for
existing and new families

Friday 15t May
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 6MM

Friday 22" May
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by FJS

Mon 25t — Friday 29th May
Catholic Education Week

Tuesday 26t May
Regional Cross Country @
Warrnambool (qualifiers

from Division XC)

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People

Dear families,

Welcome to a new term! Our second term commenced at 9.00am this morning and we were
delighted to welcome everyone back after the Easter break. We hope that all families were
able to enjoy some special time together without the regular routines of school preparation.
Sometimes we all need a break!

As we look ahead to the new term, we know that there will be many things happening. Please
take a moment each week to read through the newsletter. Our Facebook page is another
great way to learn about what is happening at school too. Of course, our teachers will also be
working to share information about each class throughout the term as well.

| wish all families a very happy second term. May the next ten weeks be full of fun and
learning as we grow together at Saint Francis Xavier school.

God bless,

Mark Hogbin

ANZAC Day

This Saturday marks a very special day in the calendar across the nation. ANZAC Day goes
beyond the anniversary of the landing on Gallipoli in 1915. It is the day on which we
remember Australians who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping
operations. The spirit of Anzac, with its human qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice,
continues to have meaning and relevance for our sense of national identity.

2026 has already seen its fair share of conflict on both a global and local scale. Daily media
reports of political unrest seem to demand our attention, and we can sometimes be left
feeling helpless. Let’s remember though, that with faith, anything is possible. Don’t be afraid
to take a moment to pray for peace in a troubled world. Who knows how our prayers might
be answered?

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 1.




Friday 29t May
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support

Cystic Fibrosis

Division Soccer @ Ballarat
Regional Soccer Facility
(selected Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
school gym led by 2MH

Friday 5t June
Staff Professional
Development
Pupil free day

Monday 8t June
Public Holiday-King’s
Birthday Pupil Free Day

Friday 12t June
Division Netball @ Selkirk
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6

students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 5CC

Friday 19t June
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 3LL

Friday 26t June
Last day of term 2
2.20pm finish

Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support
Ballarat East Vinnies group

12.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 1EM

Term 3 (10 weeks)
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18t Sep

Mon 13t July, Tues 14t &
Wed 15t July
Year 6 Melbourne CYC
Camp

Friday 17t July
Start of Term 3 Mass

No Assembly today

Friday 24t July
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 4RR

Friday 31t July
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 3ZP

A Prayer for Peace

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

.
L 'Y
.

O divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
‘ ‘ to be understood as to understand,
’ to be loved as to love.

‘ For it is in giving that we receive,

' it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.
(Attributed to St. Francis of Assis()

Where is Mr. Hogbin?

| am currently enjoying a very special time away from school at the moment. | have packed
my backpack, and | am walking through Spain on the Camino de Compostela. This is an
ancient pilgrim route which has been used by people for many hundreds of years. Having set
out from Leon, | hope to make it to Santiago in the coming weeks where | will visit the burial
site of St. James the apostle. Once | have completed my walk | will return to school on 1 June.
In the meantime, our school will be led by Mrs. Jane Clark and Mrs. Jayne Mohr who will be
joint Principals in my absence. | know that everyone will show them great support. See you
again soon!

Start of Term Mass

Please feel welcome to join us for our start of term Mass on Friday at 9.30am in the school
gym. We will gather to pray for God’s blessings on the term ahead, and we would love to see
you there!

School Closure Days
Please note that in Term 2 we have set aside one school closure day for Staff Professional
Development. This will be held on Friday 5 June. There will be no classes at school on this day.

Parking around our school

As we start a new term we ask that all drivers be mindful of children and other pedestrians
when approaching or departing from school. Road rules must be followed at all times. Let’s
work together to keep everyone safe.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 2.



Friday 7* August School Uniform
Ballarat Catholic Primary

Schools Athletics @ How lucky are we to be enjoying such warm weather this far into April?
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4,
5 & 6 students) Please note that Weeks One to Three are a transition period from summer to winter uniform,
2.40pm Assembly in during which students may wear either option depending on the weather.

School gym led by FBK

. From Week Four onwards, full winter uniform will be required.
Friday 14t August

Pupil free day (to be We are also pleased to share that a St Francis Xavier puffer jacket is now available as part of
confirmed) . . .
our uniform for $67. All uniform items can be purchased from Noone, located on Armstrong
Division Basketball @ Street
Selkirk Stadium (selected )
Yr 5/6 students)
Friday 21t August
2.40pm Assembly in Foundation Siblings 2027
School gym led by 1GH Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are
Friday 28t August open. Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete
Casual Clothes Day -gold  the ‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your
coin donations application:
2.40pm Assembly in https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
School gym led by FLP Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in
Friday 4th September Foundation/Prep 2027. Enrolments close 14*" May 2026

Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)

Fathers/Special Friends
Liturgy (to be confirmed)

No Assembly today

Wednesday 9t September
Division Athletics @
Llanberris (qualifiers from
BCPS Aths—Yr3,4,5&6)

Friday 11t September
No Assembly today

Friday 18t September
Last day of Term 3

Footy Colours Day - gold
coin donations to support
Fight Cancer

No Assembly today

Term 4 (11 weeks)
Mon 5t Oct—Fri 18th Dec

We warmly welcome everyone back for Term 2. As a
Church, we are now in the joyful season of Easter, a time
where we celebrate the risen Jesus and the hope and new
life that comes with it.

Wednesday 7th October
Year 3 Day Camp

Friday 9t October
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass
After the journey of Lent and Holy Week, Easter reminds us

that light overcomes darkness, and that new beginnings are
always possible. This is a beautiful message for us as we
begin a new term together.

Regional Athletics @
Llanberris (qualifiers from
Division Aths-Yr 3,4,5 & 6)

No Assembly today

Friday 16t October
Division Tennis @ Ballarat
Regional Tennis Centre
(selected Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 5LD

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 3.
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Friday 23" October
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 1GT

Friday 30t October
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support

MercyWorks

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by FTW

Monday 2" November
Assessment and Reporting
Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 3¢ November
Public Holiday-Melbourne
Cup Pupil Free Day

Friday 6" November
Eureka Division Cricket @
Alfredton Reserve (selected
Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 6JS

Friday 13t November
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 2TS

Friday 20t November
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 4ZA

Wed 25t-Fri 27th Nov
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp

Friday 27t November
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support
Ballarat East Vinnies group

No Assembly today

Friday 4th December
End of Year Mass

Thursday 17t December
Last 2026 day for students

This Week’s Gospel — The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)

In this Sunday’s Gospel, two disciples are walking along the road to Emmaus, feeling confused
and disappointed after the events of Jesus’ death. As they walk, Jesus comes alongside them,
but they do not recognise him at first.

It is only later, when they sit together and break bread, that their eyes are opened and they
realise that Jesus has been with them the whole time.

This Gospel reminds us that Jesus walks with us, even when we don’t realise it. In moments of
uncertainty, disappointment or change, we are never alone.

A message for families:

As we begin a new term, the story of Emmaus invites us to notice where Jesus might be
present in our everyday lives. In conversations, in kindness, and in the people around us.

On April 25, we also commemorate ANZAC Day, a time where we remember those who have
served and sacrificed for others. It is a moment to reflect on courage, service and the

importance of walking alongside one another in times of need.

A family reflection:

When have we felt supported or not alone during a difficult time?
Where might we notice Jesus walking with us in our daily lives?

Our challenge for the week:

This week, try to walk alongside someone else.

e Check in with a friend or family member
e Offer support to someone who may need it
e Take time to listen and be present

Just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we can bring hope to others simply by walking
with them.

Start of Term Two School Mass
Friday April 24 at 9:30am in the Gym

A warm invitation is extended to all our families,
friends, and parish members who would like to
join us in celebrating our Term Two Mass.

Please know that you do not have to be of the
Catholic faith tradition or a regular churchgoer to
join in the Mass, prayers, or liturgies in our school
— all are welcome here at St Francis Xavier!

We look forward to welcoming our Parish Priest,
Father Justin Driscoll, to lead us in prayer.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 4.



JOIN US TO
CELEBRATE

W ollers aud G pecial

Where: St Francis Xavier Primary School
When: Friday May the 8th
Time:

¢ 2pm Afternoon Tea in the Gym

e 2:40pm Liturgy in Family Groups

¥
Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader i f‘“‘ SO :"{"S"

‘/
°1

'«\&

» Wellbeing News %’ i
—

Welcome back to Term Two! We hope you and your family enjoyed the break together.

Many children feel a little worried returning to school after holidays and that is perfectly normal! Naturally parents
also worry when their children worry! Carers ask how they can assist children when they become worried about
seemingly routine events such as attending school camps and excursions, tackling difficult subjects or facing the
absence of a favourite teacher. Typical responses such as ignoring their worries or allowing a child to avoid an
activity that makes them anxious are unhelpful options (even if they alleviate stress in the short-term). Avoidance
may make children feel safe in the moment, but it risks the establishment of a long-term pattern that can be
impossible to shift (like school refusal).

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 5.



WHAT WE WANT OUR
CHILD TO FEEL;

WHAT THEY REALLY
NEED TO FEEL:

SAD HAPPY
IRRITATED CALM
EXCITED Gl

JOYFUL
SATISFIED
BORED EVERYTHING ELSE

@BiglifeJowrnal

Worried kids frequently look to parents and teachers for reassurance when they feel anxious. Adults don’t have to fix
kids’ problems, but rather to validate and empower children in the worrying situation. The use of ‘Ahhhh’ statements
to validate how a child is feeling, is a practical way to show that you are trying to understand them. ‘Ahhhh, you're
feeling worried about going to school camp . . “Ahhhh, you’re having one of those “I might mess it up” thoughts .. .’
Normalise that everyone has these feelings and that’s OK!

Then remind them of times they’ve faced challenges and succeeded, even when it was difficult for them. Above all,
show them you have confidence in them and know they can cope with the uncomfortable feelings anxiety brings.

Our Read and Thrive Journal topic this week focuses upon nature and wellbeing. Maybe your family can spend some
time together this week taking a walk and enjoying this beautiful weather?

K

Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader)
Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au

Sport/Physical Education News

Term 2

This term promises to be huge in terms of sport at SFX with many exciting opportunities for our students. We will be
involved in Division Football, Division Cross Country, Division Soccer, Division Netball as well as the golf clinics. In
weeks 7 and 9 there is also the swimming program for year levels one through to six.

2026 SFX SPORTS DATES

Term 2:
e Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6)
e Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)
e Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC)

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 6.
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e Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Regional Soccer Facility (selected students from
Yr 5/6)

e Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6)
e Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs

If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office.

Ballarat Marathon

A special good luck to all of the students, staff and families participating in this weekend's Ballarat Marathon running
events. We hope that the weather is fine and you all run the best you can.

Have a great week.

P

3
i\ :
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator L 9

P&F News

e RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program
For the month of April 2026 — St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in
the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Pleasant Park store — corner Sturt & Pleasant St
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put your tokens in our token box.

yan’s

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 7.



Attachments

wilry Ditrict (\eosteller

3 Sunday of Easter Year A - April 19, 2026

Incorporating the faith communities of Ballan, Ballarat East, Bungaree, Buninyong, Clarke's Hill,
Dunnstown, Gordon & Springbank
Priests: Frs. Justin Driscoll & Shaiju Mathew

Staffe Cathy Prunty (Parish Co-ordinator) Finance: Jackie Wrigglesworth

Matalie Glesson (Admin Assistant)
Email:  ballarateasti@ballarat.catholic.orgau Email: Jackie.wrigglesworth@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Phone: 0437 5053517 Phone: 53377128

Ctur parishes are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all childran, young people, and vulnerable adults.

MINISTRY DISTRICT MASS TIMES
| Weekday Masses
Tuesday April 217 1.00 am Mercy Place Ballarat East
Wednesday April 22 9.30 am St. Alipius’ Ballarat East
) 10.30 am St Brigid's Ballan
Thursday April 23™
HrsEEy Apnia3 11.00 am Estia Mt Clear
St Alipius’ Ballarat East
Friday April 24™ .
nieay npni 24 S-30am St. Francis Xavier
Saturday April 25 9.30 am St. Alipius’ Ballarat East
[ Weekend Masses — 3" Sunday of Easter
Saturday April 257 Sunday April 26™
Buninyong
. Ballarat East .
5.00 pm allarat Eas 9.00 @am Cordon
; Ballarat East
6.30 pm Clarkes Hill 10.30 am Ballan
THIS WEEK'S READINGS
rd
WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS FOR: 3" Sunday of Easter
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED Acts 214, 22-33
Patricia Gibson 1 Peter 1:17-21
THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME Luke 24:13-35
Jessie Baynes, Pat Mary Burvill, Frank Calleja, Johanna
Corbett, Teresa Fogarty, Alice McTigue, Kath Moloney,
Shelia Patmore, Giuseppe Spataro, Kathleen Tochey MEXT WEEK'S READINGS
THOSE WHO ARE UNWELL 4" sunday of Easter
Owen Widdison, Richard Wade Acts: 2:14,36-41
1 Peter 2:z0-25
John 1o:1-10

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.



FINCHAM PIPE ORGAN TUNED!

In preparation for their wadding at St Alipius this
weekend, the families of Danielle and Zach arranged
for the Fincham Pipe Organ in 5t Alipius Church to be
tuned. It has been reported that the ergan is in good
condition (it's 7 years since it was last tuned!). The
pipe organ was installed at St Alipius on August

15" 1912, presented by Count TJ O'Loughlin, Thank
you to the families of Danielle and Zach for helping us
care for this magnificent Pipe Organ and we offer
them every blessing on the cccasion of their marriage.

UPCOMING DATES
April 21
Parent Information Session Confirmation
Bungaree/Gordan Parish
.30 pm - Ballan

April 22™
Damascus (@ 5t. Brendan's Mass
10.30 am
5t. Brendan's Church

April 23™
Ballarat East Parish Council
£.30 pm — Parish Hub

April 24™
5t Francis ¥avier School Easter Mass
a.30 am — 5FX Schoaol

April 25™
RCIC
spm - 5t. Alipius’

April 30
Parent Information Session Eucharist
5t. Alipius Parish
10.30 am or 6 pm - Parish Hall

BAPTISMS
st Alipius Vigil
Elliot & Zarah Geljon
Children of Chiis & Kate

Oliver William Domey
Child of Lucy & Brayden

Sunday
St Peter & Paul's
Leighton Jessica & Vincent Damien Reynolds
Children of Antheny and Naomi

St. Patrick’s
Gracie May Dickson
Child of Hugh & Jordan

Lainie Paige & Evie Elizabeth Herring
Children of Lachlan and Broden

Ava Rose Quinlan
Child of Rhiana & Tom

Archie Michael Curtis
Child of Branden and Lucy

St. Brigid's
Harriet Claire Zammit
Child of Shane and Shanae

DIOCESAN E-NEWS

The latest edition of e-News has been published and is
available to view at the diocesan

website https:/fwww . ballarat.catholic.org.au/news/di
ocesan-enews/. You can subscribe on this page to

receive future editions straight to your email address.

EUCHARIST PREFARATION

On Thursday April 30 there willbe a
compulsory Parent Information
Session in 5t. Alipius’ parish for
parents/carers of children who wish
to enrol to prepare to receive the
Eucharist for the first time. Parents
can choose between a 10.30 am

session or a & pm session, both will be
held in the parish hall. If you know of anyone whe
might appreciate this information, please pass it on.
People with queries are welcome to call the Parish
Office on 0437 505 517

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.



AUTHORING THE UNIVERSAL

PRAYERS (PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL)
Each week, a parishioner is rosterad to compose the

prayers of the faithful that are prayed at our Sunday
Masses, Thank you to Terresa Fletcher & Allan
McKinnen who continue this ministry for the Ballarat
East and Buninyong church communities. We also
acknowledge the late Sr Berenice Kerr RSM for her
commitment to writing these prayers. Expressions of
interest from parishioners to join this writing team are
invited to contact the Parish Office. Formation in this
ministry will be provided. Parishioners from Ballan,
Bungaree, Clarkes Hill, & Dunnstown as well as
Ballarat East & Buninyong are invited to join this
ministry.

In the General Instruction of the Roman Missal
(GIRM), the General Intercessions, petitions, Prayer(s)
of the Faithful: lots of ways this section of the [turgy
is described. First up is a description of what is
intended by this part of the Mass:

68. The people, for their part, stand and give
expression to their prayer either by an invocation said
in commeon after each intention or by praying in
silence.

69. In the Universal Prayer or Prayer of the Faithful,
the people respend in some sense to the Word of God
which they have received in faith and, exercising the
office of their baptismal Priesthood, offer prayers to
God for the salvation of all.

70. The series of intentions is usually to

be:

a) for the needs of the church;

b) for public autherities and the salvation of the
whole world

c) for those burdened by any kind of difficulty;
d) for the lecal community.

The intentions announced should be sober, be
composed with a wise liberty and in few words, and
they should be expressive of the prayer of the entire
community.

ENGAGING YOUR FAITH

Engaging Your Faith is a series of short, cnline
prasentations that invite participants to reflect on
what it means to be people of faith in the
contemporary werld. Experienced lecturers from
Catholic Theological College present on a variety of
topics such as science and faith issues including Al,
moral theology, politics and religion, the Gospels of
Matthew and John, biblical languages, canen law, and
religion and ethics. Choose from 12 sessions in May
2026, Costis $25.00 per session for general audience;
$40.00 per session for teachers applying for Catholic
school accreditation. For a full description of the

sessions and to register go to httpsyctc. edu.au/news-

and-events/engaging-vour-faith/

MEDITATION SESSIONS

Did you know that meditation sessions continue to
run in the 5t. Alipius’ parish each Monday night from
4pm till spm? If you feel like you might benefit from
spending some quiet time in prayer in a small group,
come and join us in the small room beside the sacristy.
Mo bocking necessary.

FINANCE
Presbytery Parish
St. Patrick’s Gordon 185
5t. Michael's Bungaree 32774 $75
St. Alipius’ Ballarat East | $2700 2821

Please note that the above figures are collections
only, no direct debits are included. The figures cover
a two-week period (a month for Bungaree Parish
Account),

UNIVERSAL CHURCH MARKS WORLD DAY

OF VOCATIONS

We pray for families, schools, colleges, and our
parish communities around the Diocese, that we will
be places of faith, nurture and encouragement to
support our young people in their future vocation to
the single life, marriage, religious life or

priesthood. For the full text of the Message of His
Holiness, Pope Leo XIV, for the 63" Word Day of

Prayer for vocations, go to https://shorturl, st/UzWY

We acknowledge this land's traditional owners and custodians and pay our

respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.

10.



Reflection on the Gospel-Easter 3A

(Luke 24:13-25)

xtraordinary things can happen if we open
E ourselves to the presence of a stranger on life's
joumey. That seems to be a key element in
today's gospel passage from the well-known and well-
loved Emmaus story. Imagine two dejected disciples
(Cleopas and an unnamed disciple) on Easter Day, on
the road back from Jerusalem to their home in
Emmaus, a few kilometres away. On their journey,
they encounter Jesus who has been raised. At first,
they fail to recognise him. Their sadness at his viclent
death has blinded them to the significance of the
women's account of the empty tomb. It has blinded
them to what is happening before their very eyes.
Jesus engages them in conversation and holds up a
metaphorical mirrer to their experience of loss and
grief. Their hearts “bumn" within them as he reveals to
them the meaning of his death and resurrection in the
light of their sacred scriptures. Yet still they fail to
recognise the one whom they have described as “a
prophet mighty in deed and word."” They urge him to
share a meal with them despite his seeming
reluctance and their eyes are opened: they recognise
him in the blessing and breaking of the bread. He
disappears from their midst. They cannot contain the
joy they have experienced in realising that Jesus is
alive and once more present to them, though in a new
and transformative way.

Veronica Lawson RSM

Cleopas and partner go straight back to Jerusalem to
share this good news with the other disciples. Now all
the assembled disciples experience powerfully the
presence of the risen Jesus in their midst. They too
pass over the women's story. It is the appearance to
Peter of the resurrected Christ that is the ground of
their mew faith. As the story continues beyond today's
reading, we leam that the male discples will also
share a meal with him and he will open their minds to
understand the scriptures. Everything will fall into
place. The fear that has paralysed them will fall away.
They will not enly understand Jesus' death and
resurrection in the light of the scriptures. They will be
“clothed with power from on high” to exercise their
role as witnesses to this great mystery.

Extracrdinary things can happen to those hospitable
encugh to “break bread” with “strangers” in whom
they do not immediately recognise God's presence. If
we open our hearts to those whe suffer the
devastating effects of war and of the climate crisis, we
might come to participate more deeply in the joy of
the resumrection. Opening our hearts is always
possible even if the rising cost of living makes opening
of homes increasingly difficult for some. In these
times, many of us know the experience of reverse
ministry where those rendered poor, many of them
“strangers” in our lands, show us what it means to be
“of God".

"Exh‘ac\l‘clinaiq things can happen to those
hospitable encugh to "break bread with
':atlan\tjera-: in whom they do not immediately

recofnise Gods presence-..

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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Community News
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BALLARAT soccER CLYP

L)

BSC is proudly

accepting Get P T
Active vouchers

that are valued

at $200 per 0 Ballarat Soccer Club
child. Please @ @ballaratsc

G s Ballaratsoccerclub@gmail.com
further '

information!

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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GOOD CLEAN FUN

( PLAY.AFL/AUSKICK )

NORTH BALLARAT
AUSKICK CENTRE
NORTHERN OVAL 2

STARTS APRIL 22ND
WEDNESDAYS | 5:00 - 6:00PM

For further information

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.

Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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"PIKELLY (3 TERM 2
SPORTS %) §p:” RTS!

afterpayc®

mmu

PREP -
4 GRADE 6

'IO WEEK
PROGRAM

WEDNESDAYS
SFX Ps MULTI-SPORT

3:20PM - 4.20PM
BASKETBALL | FOOTBALL | SOCCER | FRISBEE | NETBALL

$19
+ GST
TERM! PER SESSION

PICK UP SIGN UP AT ANY
4.20PM FRONT TIME DURING THE

OF SCHOOL

ENROL ONLINE
WWW.KELLYSPORTS.COM.AU/GREATER-BALLARAT

QUERIES: TEXT SEAN 0411 602 204
KW|kKopy

| BALLARAT |

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.



