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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tue 21st & Wed 22nd April 
Year 5 Sovereign Hill 

Costumed School 
 

Friday 24th April 
Start of Term 2 Mass  

in our Gym 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Friday 8th May 
Mothers and Special 

Friends Day 
2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym 

2.40pm Liturgy in Family 
Groups 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FJS 
 

Mon 25th – Friday 29th May 
Catholic Education Week  

 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

Welcome to a new term! Our second term commenced at 9.00am this morning and we were 

delighted to welcome everyone back after the Easter break. We hope that all families were 

able to enjoy some special time together without the regular routines of school preparation. 

Sometimes we all need a break! 

As we look ahead to the new term, we know that there will be many things happening. Please 

take a moment each week to read through the newsletter. Our Facebook page is another 

great way to learn about what is happening at school too. Of course, our teachers will also be 

working to share information about each class throughout the term as well. 

I wish all families a very happy second term. May the next ten weeks be full of fun and 

learning as we grow together at Saint Francis Xavier school. 

 

God bless, 
 
 
 
 
  

Mark Hogbin 

 
 

ANZAC Day 

This Saturday marks a very special day in the calendar across the nation. ANZAC Day goes 

beyond the anniversary of the landing on Gallipoli in 1915. It is the day on which we 

remember Australians who served and died in all wars, conflicts, and peacekeeping 

operations. The spirit of Anzac, with its human qualities of courage, mateship, and sacrifice, 

continues to have meaning and relevance for our sense of national identity. 

2026 has already seen its fair share of conflict on both a global and local scale. Daily media 

reports of political unrest seem to demand our attention, and we can sometimes be left 

feeling helpless. Let’s remember though, that with faith, anything is possible. Don’t be afraid 

to take a moment to pray for peace in a troubled world. Who knows how our prayers might 

be answered? 
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Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

 
 
 
 
 

A Prayer for Peace 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 

where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 

to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen. 

(Attributed to St. Francis of Assisi) 

 

Where is Mr. Hogbin? 

I am currently enjoying a very special time away from school at the moment. I have packed 

my backpack, and I am walking through Spain on the Camino de Compostela. This is an 

ancient pilgrim route which has been used by people for many hundreds of years. Having set 

out from Leon, I hope to make it to Santiago in the coming weeks where I will visit the burial 

site of St. James the apostle. Once I have completed my walk I will return to school on 1 June. 

In the meantime, our school will be led by Mrs. Jane Clark and Mrs. Jayne Mohr who will be 

joint Principals in my absence. I know that everyone will show them great support. See you 

again soon! 

 

Start of Term Mass 

Please feel welcome to join us for our start of term Mass on Friday at 9.30am in the school 

gym. We will gather to pray for God’s blessings on the term ahead, and we would love to see 

you there! 

 

School Closure Days 

Please note that in Term 2 we have set aside one school closure day for Staff Professional 

Development. This will be held on Friday 5 June. There will be no classes at school on this day. 

 

Parking around our school 

As we start a new term we ask that all drivers be mindful of children and other pedestrians 

when approaching or departing from school. Road rules must be followed at all times. Let’s 

work together to keep everyone safe. 
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Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

School Uniform 

How lucky are we to be enjoying such warm weather this far into April? 

Please note that Weeks One to Three are a transition period from summer to winter uniform, 
during which students may wear either option depending on the weather. 

From Week Four onwards, full winter uniform will be required. 

We are also pleased to share that a St Francis Xavier puffer jacket is now available as part of 
our uniform for $67. All uniform items can be purchased from Noone, located on Armstrong 
Street. 

 

Foundation Siblings 2027 
Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open.  Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete 
the ‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 

Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Foundation/Prep 2027.    Enrolments close 14th May 2026 

 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Back – A Season of Easter 
 
 
We warmly welcome everyone back for Term 2. As a 
Church, we are now in the joyful season of Easter, a time 
where we celebrate the risen Jesus and the hope and new 
life that comes with it. 
 
After the journey of Lent and Holy Week, Easter reminds us 
that light overcomes darkness, and that new beginnings are 
always possible. This is a beautiful message for us as we 
begin a new term together. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

This Week’s Gospel – The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13–35) 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, two disciples are walking along the road to Emmaus, feeling confused 
and disappointed after the events of Jesus’ death. As they walk, Jesus comes alongside them, 
but they do not recognise him at first. 
 
It is only later, when they sit together and break bread, that their eyes are opened and they 
realise that Jesus has been with them the whole time. 
 
This Gospel reminds us that Jesus walks with us, even when we don’t realise it. In moments of 
uncertainty, disappointment or change, we are never alone. 
 
A message for families: 
 
As we begin a new term, the story of Emmaus invites us to notice where Jesus might be 
present in our everyday lives. In conversations, in kindness, and in the people around us. 
 
On April 25, we also commemorate ANZAC Day, a time where we remember those who have 
served and sacrificed for others. It is a moment to reflect on courage, service and the 
importance of walking alongside one another in times of need. 
 
A family reflection: 
 
When have we felt supported or not alone during a difficult time? 
 
Where might we notice Jesus walking with us in our daily lives? 
 
Our challenge for the week: 
 
This week, try to walk alongside someone else. 
 
• Check in with a friend or family member 
• Offer support to someone who may need it 
• Take time to listen and be present 
 
Just like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we can bring hope to others simply by walking 
with them. 
 

Start of Term Two School Mass  
Friday April 24 at 9:30am in the Gym 
 
A warm invitation is extended to all our families, 
friends, and parish members who would like to 
join us in celebrating our Term Two Mass. 
 
Please know that you do not have to be of the 
Catholic faith tradition or a regular churchgoer to 
join in the Mass, prayers, or liturgies in our school 
— all are welcome here at St Francis Xavier! 
 
We look forward to welcoming our Parish Priest, 
Father Justin Driscoll, to lead us in prayer. 
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Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Welcome back to Term Two! We hope you and your family enjoyed the break together. 

Many children feel a little worried returning to school after holidays and that is perfectly normal! Naturally parents 
also worry when their children worry! Carers ask how they can assist children when they become worried about 
seemingly routine events such as attending school camps and excursions, tackling difficult subjects or facing the 
absence of a favourite teacher. Typical responses such as ignoring their worries or allowing a child to avoid an 
activity that makes them anxious are unhelpful options (even if they alleviate stress in the short-term). Avoidance 
may make children feel safe in the moment, but it risks the establishment of a long-term pattern that can be 
impossible to shift (like school refusal). 
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Worried kids frequently look to parents and teachers for reassurance when they feel anxious.  Adults don’t have to fix 
kids’ problems, but rather to validate and empower children in the worrying situation. The use of ‘Ahhhh’ statements 
to validate how a child is feeling, is a practical way to show that you are trying to understand them. ‘Ahhhh, you’re 
feeling worried about going to school camp . . ’‘Ahhhh, you’re having one of those “I might mess it up” thoughts . . .’ 
Normalise that everyone has these feelings and that’s OK! 

Then remind them of times they’ve faced challenges and succeeded, even when it was difficult for them. Above all, 
show them you have confidence in them and know they can cope with the uncomfortable feelings anxiety brings. 

Our Read and Thrive Journal topic this week focuses upon nature and wellbeing. Maybe your family can spend some 
time together this week taking a walk and enjoying this beautiful weather?  

 

 

 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 
 
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Term 2 
This term promises to be huge in terms of sport at SFX with many exciting opportunities for our students. We will be 
involved in Division Football, Division Cross Country, Division Soccer, Division Netball as well as the golf clinics. In 
weeks 7 and 9 there is also the swimming program for year levels one through to six. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Regional Soccer Facility (selected students from 
Yr 5/6) 

• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Ballarat Marathon 
A special good luck to all of the students, staff and families participating in this weekend's Ballarat Marathon running 
events. We hope that the weather is fine and you all run the best you can. 

 
 

Have a great week. 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 
 
 
 

P&F News 
 

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 
      For the month of April 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in 
      the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Pleasant Park store – corner Sturt & Pleasant St 
      If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put your tokens in our token box. 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
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