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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Wednesday 29th April 
5.30pm P&F Meeting 

in Staff room 
 

Friday 1st May 
Division AFL @ CE Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 4KB 

 

Tuesday 5th May 
Foundation & Year 1 
Mother’s Day Stall  

 

Wednesday 6th May 
Year 2, 3 & 5 

Mother’s Day Stall 
 

Thursday 7th May 
Year 4 & 6 

Mother’s Day Stall 
 

Friday 8th May 
Catch up for anyone  
who missed out on 
Mother’s Day Stall 

 

Mothers and Special 
Friends Day 

2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym 
2.40pm Liturgy in Family 

Groups 
 

Final day for Book Club 
Issue 3 orders 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Full winter uniform to be 
worn from today 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 
 

It has been a smooth and positive start to the term, with everyone quickly settling back into 
the ‘swing’ of things. Classes are already engaged in excursions, sporting events, assemblies 
and our beginning-of-term school Mass. Please refer to your year level newsletter and the 
dates listed alongside this newsletter to stay informed. Our newly designed website is also a 
valuable and up-to-date source of information about what is happening at St Francis Xavier. 

 
 

 
Autumn always brings a gentle reminder of change, and here in 
Ballarat we have certainly been treated to a feast for the eyes, 
with the rich colours of the leaves across our homes, school 
grounds and throughout the city. There is something special in 
this season that invites us to pause and notice what is around us.  
 
 
 

 

A special mention also to all those who took part 
in the Ballarat Marathon on the weekend. 
Congratulations on a wonderful achievement. 
While I wasn’t among the runners, I was a 
very supportive spectator, cheering on such a 
dedicated and inspiring group. 
 
 

As Mark continues with his enrichment leave and walking the 
Camino across Spain, (where people walk for reflection, challenge 
and personal growth) he may be far away but our SFX community is 
close to his heart. Here is a message Mark sent us.  
 

“Hola team! 
I have made it to a significant part of my pilgrimage today. At the 
Akron Cross people traditionally place a stone from their home in 
memory and as a prayer for those at home. I placed a small quartz 
rock from the top oval at SFX at the foot of the cross in thanks for 
the community that I am so fortunate to be placed in. Keeping all at 
SFX in my prayers.” 

 

 
Wishing you a great week 2 of term 2. 
 
 
 
                                            Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
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Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FJS 
 

Mon 25th – Friday 29th May 
Catholic Education Week  

 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

ANZAC DAY:    Saturday saw us pause, reflect and remember 
ANZAC Day, an important moment in our national story. It is a 
time to honour the courage, sacrifice and spirit of those who 
have served our country, both in the past and today. For our 
students, it is an opportunity to begin to understand the 
values of bravery, loyalty and respect, and why these continue 
to matter for us and for future generations. In remembering 
together, we help ensure that these stories and the lessons  

                                                         they hold are not forgotten. 
 
TERM 2 WEEK 1 MASS: 
Last Friday we gathered for Mass celebrated by Fr Justin, a time that invited us to pause and 
reflect together. His message of peace and hope felt especially relevant in our world at 
present, offering a gentle reminder of what we are called to bring to those around us. Many 
of us were also reminded that after the 40 days of fasting during the Lenten season, we now 
enter the 50 days of feasting in the Easter season—a time of joy and renewal. Here at 
St Francis Xavier, we are so fortunate to have a parish priest who connects so easily with our 
community, making these moments both meaningful and accessible for all. 
 
WORKS COMPLETED OVER THE HOLIDAYS: 
A special thank you to Jim for the many improvements completed over the holidays: new tiles 
in Mother Xavier Flood building and the Middle School building, freshly painted tables in the 
Friendship Garden, painting across the school, new intervention space in the Year 6 area, new 
storage in the Art room, new stairs to the Mother Xavier Flood building and the organisation 
of Tradies for the staff car park. Great job Jim! 
 
STAFF NEWS: 
As is often the case in schools, there are a few staffing changes taking place at St Francis 
Xavier, beginning next week. We warmly welcome Stephanie Valentine to our teaching staff, 
who will take on the role of Technologies Specialist for the remainder of the year. Liam Canny 
will move into Year 3 as the classroom teacher of 3JT, as Jess Toohey begins her maternity 
leave. We also welcome Maddy McMorrow back to Year 5CC each Friday for the remainder of 
the year, and Julie Swan to our Education Support team, where she will work alongside our 
LSOs one day a week through to the end of the year. 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY TERM 2 
Please note that in Term 2 we have set aside one school closure day for Staff Professional 
Development. This will be held on Friday 5 June. There will be no classes at school on this day. 
 
PARKING AROUND OUR SCHOOL: 
As we settle into the term we ask that all drivers be mindful of children and other pedestrians 
when approaching or departing from school. Road rules must be followed at all times. Let’s 
work together to keep everyone safe.  
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM: 
We have certainly been fortunate to experience such warm weather so late into April. A 
reminder that Weeks 1 to 3 serve as a transition period between summer and winter uniform, 
allowing students to wear either option depending on the conditions. From Week 4, full 
winter uniform will be expected. We are also pleased to introduce the St Francis Xavier puffer 
jacket, now available as part of the uniform for $67. All uniform items can be purchased from 
Noone on Armstrong Street. 
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Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 
 
 

Foundation Siblings 2027 
Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open.  Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 - must complete 
the ‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 

Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Foundation/Prep 2027.    Enrolments close 14th May 2026 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Curriculum News 
 
 

Literacy Learning in Foundation 
Our Foundation students have been making exciting 
connections with their Unit of Inquiry, Family and 
Community Celebrations and Literacy. To launch their new 
class text, The Eleventh Hour by Graeme Base, each class 
received a mysterious birthday party invitation. When they 
arrived, they discovered a cake with a missing piece! The 
children eagerly searched for clues around the classroom—
following crumbs, solving hints, and identifying suspects 
(some with chocolate on their faces!). The celebration 
concluded with sharing cake and playing party games, 
helping students connect their learning to real-life 
celebrations. We invite you to explore our Book Snapshot 
to see what Foundation students are learning. 
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Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships (RRRR): This term, our social and emotional learning will focus on 
building skills in Positive Coping, Problem Solving and Stress Management. 

These important life skills support our children to: 

• recognise and manage their emotions 

• respond to challenges in safe and constructive ways 

• build resilience when things don’t go as planned 

• develop confidence in solving problems independently and with others 

Throughout the term, children will engage in age-appropriate activities, discussions, and reflections that help them 
to: 

• identify a range of coping strategies for different situations 

• practise flexible thinking and decision-making 

• understand how stress affects their bodies and minds, and how to manage it effectively 

By strengthening these skills, we are supporting our children to feel more confident, capable and ready to learn. We 
encourage families to continue these conversations at home by talking about emotions, modelling positive coping 
strategies and supporting children to work through everyday challenges. 

Have a wonderful week! 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Eureka Division Football (AFL 9's) 
SFX will be represented by 2 Girls and 2 Boys teams at this Friday's Eureka Division Football tournament at C.E. Brown 
Res Wendouree. Training has been going well so far and the students are eager to play some games and represent our 
school. 
 
Ballarat Marathon Running Festival 
Congratulations and well done to all of the students, staff and families that participated and supported others over 
the weekend at the various running events associated with the Ballarat Marathon Running Festival. It was wonderful 
to see and hear the Villa determination and spirit in action at a wonderful event. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 2 - Friday May 1st - Division AFL @ CE Brown Res, Wendouree - (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 

Have a great week. 
 

 
Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 

 
P&F News 

 
• P&F Meeting – Wednesday 29th April 2026 – 5.30pm – Staff room 

 
• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 

Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays will commence next Monday at first break 
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to Co-ordinate Milkshake a few time each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737 and come and learn next Monday at our first Milkshake Mondays for term 2.  Please don’t 
think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the volunteers to co-ordinate this 
each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
  

• Uniform Shop 
Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you 
with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program 
For the months of March & April 2026 – St Francis Xavier 
Primary School has been selected to participate in 
the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at 
the Pleasant Park store – corner Sturt & Pleasant St 
For the months of May & June 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate in 
the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount Clear store 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 

 
• Mother’s Day Stall – Gifts priced between $2 and $7       The P&F will be running a Mother’s Day Stall 

between Tuesday & Friday next week for students to purchase a gift for their mum or special person – we will 
require volunteers to assist in running these – sign up via your class chat 
The stalls will be held at first break as follows: 
   Tuesday 5th May – Foundation & Grade 1 
   Wednesday 6th May – Grade 2, 3 & 5 
   Thursday 7th May – Grade 4 & 6 
   Friday 8th May – catch up for anyone who missed out 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Auskick is back for Term 2!  
 

Local Auskick centres will be starting across our region in the coming 
weeks, offering a fun, safe and inclusive way for children to get 

active, build confidence and learn new football skills. 
 

If your child is interested in giving footy a go, now is the perfect time 
to get involved.  

 
Keep an eye out for local centre information or reach out to find 

your nearest Auskick program. 
 

Don’t miss out on a great season of footy fun! 
 

Follow the link to fine your nearest Centre: https://play.afl/club-
finder-map?formats=auskick%2Csuperkick 

 

 

https://play.afl/club-finder-map?formats=auskick%2Csuperkick
https://play.afl/club-finder-map?formats=auskick%2Csuperkick

