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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Monday 11th May 
Division Cross Country @ 

Fed Uni (selected Yr 3, 4, 5 
& 6 students) 

 

Full winter uniform to be 
worn from today 

 

Thursday 14th May 
Last day for 2027 

Foundation enrolments for 
existing and new families  

 

Friday 15th May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6MM 
 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FJS 
 

Mon 25th – Friday 29th May 
Catholic Education Week  

 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Mon 1st – Thurs 4th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 
 

We hope all of our mums, grandmothers, and special mother 
figures enjoyed a lovely Mother’s Day over the weekend. It 
was a wonderful opportunity to pause and acknowledge the 
care, love, and support they bring to our families and our 
school community each day. 

Whether it was through a handmade gift, time spent 
together, or a simple moment of appreciation, we hope the 
day brought happiness, gratitude, and a chance to feel truly 
celebrated. 

We also hold in our thoughts those in our community for 
whom Mother’s Day may have been difficult, bringing memories of loved ones missed or 
times of quiet reflection. 

Thank you to the families who joined us for our Mother’s Day Liturgy on Friday. It was a 
beautiful celebration filled with warmth and gratitude, and your presence made the occasion 
even more meaningful. 

Dear Lord, 

We give thanks for the women in our world — for their strength, compassion, wisdom, and 
quiet generosity shown each day in homes, schools, workplaces, and communities. 

We pray especially for mothers, grandmothers, carers, teachers, leaders, and all women 
who nurture and guide others with love and courage. May they know the value of their 
presence and the deep appreciation held for them. 

We also hold in prayer women who are facing hardship, loneliness, grief, injustice, or 
uncertainty. Surround them with hope, peace, and the support of those around them. 

May we continue to build a world where every woman is treated with dignity, kindness, and 
respect, following the example of Mary, whose faith and strength continue to inspire us. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

With full hearts and a positive spirit, we now look ahead to another wonderful week of 
learning, growth, and shared experiences together. 

Enjoy your week. 

 
 
                                         Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
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Tuesday 9th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

MARK HOGBIN: Mark has finished his Camino walk and feels like a real sense of 
accomplishment has been achieved. Here is a happy snap of him. The Camino de Santiago is a 
renowned network of ancient walking routes leading to Santiago de Compostela in Spain, 
typically undertaken for spiritual or personal reasons. Mark also had an opportunity to visit a 
Jesuit church where he found a statue of St Francis Xavier. We continue to wish Mark safe and 
happy travels. 

                  

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY TERM 2: Please note that in Term 2 we have scheduled a School 
Closure Day for Staff Professional Development on Friday 5 June. No classes will be running on 
this day. Staff will be participating in professional learning focused on Auslan, led by educators 
involved in the Auslan – Teachers as Co-Learners program in their schools. 

PARKING AROUND OUR SCHOOL:  As we settle into the term we ask that all drivers be 
mindful of children and other pedestrians when approaching or departing from school. Road 
rules must be followed at all times. This includes crossing over double lines and blocking the 
traffic flow with parking in unusual spots. Let’s work together to keep everyone safe. 
 
SCHOOL UNIFORM:  From this week full winter uniform is expected to be worn. We are also 
pleased to introduce the St Francis Xavier puffer jacket, now available as part of the uniform 
for $67. All uniform items can be purchased from Noone on Armstrong Street. 
 
FOUNDATION 2027: 
Enrolments for children of existing and new families who start Foundation/Prep in 2027 are 
open. Parents of existing and new families who have a child to start in 2027 must complete 
the ‘Enrolment Application Form’ form by clicking on the following link to submit your 
application: 
https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/ 
Please note this is an essential step for existing families in ensuring you child is enrolled in 
Please note:    Foundation/Prep 2027. Enrolments close 14th May 2026 this week! 
 
REMINDER ABOUT OUR PARENT CODE OF CONDUCT: 
As part of the DOBCEL school community, St Francis Xavier Primary School follows important 
guidelines designed to keep our students safe and supported. One of these is our Parent 
Code of Conduct, which outlines expectations for all members of our school community. 
A recent update to this document includes guidelines around photographing children at 
school events. In line with our Child Safety Standards, parents are now asked to only 
photograph or film their own child. If you'd like to include other children in any photos or 
videos, you must first gain consent from their families. We understand this may be a change 
from past practice, but it reflects best practice for keeping all our students safe. 
This will particularly apply to assemblies, excursions, and camps, where group photography 
has been common in the past. We kindly ask all families to support this approach and help us 

https://dobcel.catholic.edu.au/our-schools/enrolments-expression-of-interest-form/
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Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
Term 4 (11 weeks) 

Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 
 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

maintain a safe and respectful environment for every child. 
 
This is a slide which we will be using as a reminder. 
 

 
 
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
 

ANZAC DAY - Foundation 
 

To continue our Inquiry Unit, Family History, we are exploring the reasons behind celebrations 
and commemorations. This Thursday and Friday, we will be continuing our discussions about 
Anzac Day and the heroes who fought to protect our country. 
 

As part of this week’s learning, the children will be making Anzac biscuits. The ingredients 
used will include flour, oats, sugar, desiccated coconut, butter, golden syrup, and bicarbonate 
of soda. 
 

                              
 

We had these costumes sitting at the front of the room just to ‘hook’ the children in. 
The dress was an actual dress that a nurse wore during the war. 
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Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 
We made ANZAC biscuits 

 

                 

 

Then we read the book ‘Anzac Ted’ and made this art piece. 
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Curriculum News 

Literacy Learning in Year 2 

Over the last couple of weeks Year 2 students have been reading the City of Light by Julia Lawrinson and will move 
their focus this week to the book, Curiosity: The Story of A Mars Rover. These texts explore the changes to space 
exploration over time, looks at how earth is a planet in the solar system. The students will be learning how to write an 
information text 

In Inquiry the students have been studying about technology changes throughout history. Their excursion to Sovereign 
Hill last week provided the students with a wonderful opportunity to gather information, ask questions and make links 
with their learning in English and Inquiry. What a powerful way to build background knowledge for writing information 
texts. We invite you to delve a little deeper into the book City of Light through our “Book Snapshot” into what the Year 
2 students are reading, writing and learning about. 

 

                 

                   

 

 

 

 
Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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We invite you to explore our Book Snapshot to see what Year 2 students are reading, writing and learning about. Make 
sure the check out the questions prompts to get the conversations flowing! 
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I hope you all had a lovely weekend celebrating Mother’s Day with your children and the special mother figures in 
your lives. 

Mother’s Day is a sensitive topic to write about- while it is a day of joy and delight for many families, it can be a day 
of pain, trauma and sadness for others. 

Death, infertility, miscarriage, estrangement, divorce, co-parenting and illness all bring challenges to this day. Reach 
out and seek support if this day was difficult for you.  

 

I was reading about the history of Mother’s Day and was really struck by its beginnings. Anna Jarvis created the day 
to honour her own mother, who worked tirelessly to improve conditions for families in her community. The fact that 
only four of her thirteen children survived to adulthood is a powerful reminder of the challenges many mothers 
faced. 

Mother’s Day was never meant to be about gifts—it was about peace, remembrance and recognising all that 
mothers do. It’s interesting to think about how much the day has evolved. 

While it’s still a lovely time to show appreciation, maybe it’s also a chance to reflect on the realities for mothers and 
caregivers today—mental health, the juggle of parenting and work/life balance. So many give so much of 
themselves, often putting their own needs last. Perhaps the message we need to share is simple: you matter too. 

Mother’s Day is not only a celebration, but also a reminder of the vital role mothers and caregivers play in shaping 
the wellbeing of children—and in turn, our communities. 

Here is a link to a special Mother’s Day report: 
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-mothers-day 
 

Have a wonderful week! 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-mothers-day
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 
Eureka Division Cross Country 
We have a very strong squad of 40 students from Years 3 to 6 that are excited for the Eureka Division Cross Country 
at Fed Uni this Monday. The course is a 1km loop over different surfaces and finishes with a challenging uphill 
section. Some students will run 2 laps while the older students will test themselves over 3 laps. Cross Country is part 
of the School Sport Victoria interschool sports pathway, where successful runners can progress from Division to 
Region and then State level competitions. We wish all of our students all the very best for their event as they 
represent our school with determination, resilience and great sportspersonship. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 4 - Monday May 11th - Division Cross Country @ Fed Uni (selected students from Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6)  
• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
• Week 7 - Monday June 1st - Thurs June 4th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
• Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML 

& 6MM 
• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 

3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 
• Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) - TBC 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 
 

Environmental Education News 
 
On Thursday the Raising Rarity team enjoyed a fantastic excursion to the Ballarat Botanic Gardens to learn more 
about the endangered species Leucochrysum albicans subspecies tricolor, which we will soon be growing as part of 
the Raising Rarity program. 
 
Despite the chilly weather, students showed great enthusiasm and curiosity throughout the afternoon. They 
discovered the importance of protecting rare and threatened native plant species, and gained valuable knowledge 
about the habitat, lifecycle, and conservation of this beautiful Australian wildflower. 
 
Students represented our school wonderfully, asking thoughtful questions and embracing the outdoor experience 
with positivity and resilience. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect classroom learning with real-world 
conservation work, and we are excited to continue our involvement in the Raising Rarity program back at school. 
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We would also like to extend a huge thank you to Tash and Meg from the Melbourne Botanic 
Gardens for sharing their knowledge and expertise with us, and for planning such an engaging and 
informative afternoon. We all left feeling well equipped, inspired, and enthusiastic about the 
exciting work ahead of us in the Raising Rarity program. 
 

Olivia Hayward, Environmental Education Teacher 

 
 

`        
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P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break 
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For the months of 
May & June 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been 
selected to participate in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards 
program at the Mount Clear store 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 

 

 
 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         16. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


