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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Friday 22nd May 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by FJS 
 

Mon 25th – Friday 29th May 
Catholic Education Week  

 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Mon 1st – Thurs 4th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 9th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 

Did you know that next Sunday, the Catholic Church celebrates Pentecost Sunday? Pentecost 
is often called the “birthday of the Church” and reminds us of the special moment when the 
Holy Spirit became evident to Jesus’ followers, filling them with courage, joy and hope.  

At school, we are invited to reflect on how the Holy Spirit is alive in our own lives — helping us 
to show kindness, patience, compassion and love to others each day. With the Holy Spirit at 
work in our hearts and minds, we are encouraged to be brave and to live with respect, service 
and hospitality — values that closely reflect the Mercy tradition at the heart of who we are at 
St Francis Xavier.  

Our Mercy values come to life through our commitment to the Villa Way — a way of being 
that we practise each and every day at school. We talk about it often, look to it for guidance 
and encourage one another to live it authentically. In fact, if you ask your child about the Villa 
Way at home, there’s a very good chance they’ll be able to tell you exactly what it means and 
how they try to live it each day!  As a community, may the spirit of Pentecost continue to 
inspire us to use our gifts to care for one another, spread kindness and compassion, and share 
God’s light in our homes, classrooms and playgrounds.  

Student Agency at St Francis Xavier - Schools that Listen  

Have you had a chance to listen to our Villa Voices podcast yet?  It’s a good one.  Featuring 
our four Year 6 Student Agency representatives - Logan, Evie, Sibella and Xavier - it’s a great 
conversation about student leadership and the possibilities of voice and choice.  The 
conversation highlights our Buddy Program and the Kilometre Club, which are marvellous 
examples of student initiatives - you can find the chat on Spotify.    

The Villa Voices podcast is closely aligned with our commitment to Student Agency, which has 
been a recent DOBCEL initiative continuing to strengthen student voice and create 
opportunities for students to help shape their learning and school experience.  Recently, our 
Student Agency reps attended a forum alongside students from across the Diocese, where 
they explored the important question: What makes a great school for all?  

Through hands-on activities, discussion and collaboration, our students shared their ideas, 
reflected on their experiences and considered ways they can help make a positive difference 
within our school community. We look forward to seeing the ideas and learning from the 
forum come to life back at St Francis Xavier as part of this important and exciting work. 

 

 

 

 

                                           Jayne Mohr, Deputy Principal – Learning Diversity 
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Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY TERM 2: Please note that in Term 2 we have scheduled a School 
Closure Day for Staff Professional Development on Friday 5 June. No classes will be running on 
this day. Staff will be participating in professional learning focused on Auslan, led by educators 
involved in the Auslan – Teachers as Co-Learners program in their schools. 

 

 
A Time of Mission and Action 
 

As we continue through the Easter season, we are 
reminded that our faith is not something we keep to 
ourselves, it is something we are called to live and 
share with others. 
 
This week we celebrate Laudato Si’ Week, with the 
theme “From Hope to Action.” It invites us to move 
beyond simply hoping for a better world, and instead 
take real steps to care for our common home. 

 
We also look ahead to Catholic Education Week in the Ballarat Diocese, a time to celebrate all 
that makes our school community so special. 
 
This Week’s Gospel – The Ascension (Matthew 28:16–20) 
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus gathers his disciples and gives them an important mission. He 
tells them to go out into the world and share his message of love, hope and peace with 
others. 
 
Before he leaves them, Jesus reassures his disciples with these powerful words: “I am with 
you always.” 
 
The disciples are sent out with hope, but they are also called to act. This connects strongly to 
the message of Laudato Si’ Week. Our faith calls us not just to believe, but to live in ways that 
make a difference. 
 
A message for families: 
 

On May 24, we honour Mary Help of Christians, the patroness of Australia, who reminds us of 
the importance of trust, courage and responding to God’s call with action. 
 
A family reflection: 
 

What is something we hope for in our world? 
 

What is one small action we can take as a family to make that hope real? 
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Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
Term 4 (11 weeks) 

Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 
 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 
 
 
 
 

Our challenge for the week: 
 
Turn one hope into action this week. 
 
• Care for the environment in a small but meaningful way 
• Help someone without being asked 
• Choose kindness in a challenging moment 
 
Small actions, done with love, can change the world. 
 
 
 

 
 

Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
 
 
 
 

 
Curriculum News                                              

 

Literacy Focus - Year 3 
 
 

In Year 3, students are building their understanding of 
Aboriginal language and culture through the texts Yirra 
and Her Deadly Dog, Demon by Anita Heiss and Finding 
Our Heart by Thomas Mayo. Students are exploring 
the purpose and structure of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultural narratives and developing an 
appreciation of storytelling as a way of sharing 
knowledge, culture and connection.  

Check out our Book Snapshot today to give you an insight into what the Year 3’s are focusing 
on. You might like to check out the links to the history of Indigenous Flags. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 
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“In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” I’ve always loved this quote. 

Kindness doesn’t just happen by chance — it’s something we nurture, model and make space for in our everyday 
lives. Our children learn kindness not only through what we tell them, but through what they experience and 
observe around them. When children are treated with kindness, they begin to understand how powerful it can be 
and why it matters. 

Sometimes kindness is found in the smallest moments — offering a genuine compliment, letting someone with 
fewer items go ahead in the supermarket queue, helping someone who is struggling to carry something, or simply 
taking the time to notice another person. As parents and caregivers, these everyday actions quietly teach our 
children empathy, compassion and respect. 

Kindness can also mean encouraging inclusion — inviting everyone to join in, making space for others, and helping 
children understand the importance of making others feel valued and connected. 

Genuine kindness is one of the greatest gifts we can help foster in our children. Imagine the difference we could 
make if we all committed to a small act of kindness each day. Let’s start a Kindness Revolution together! 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 
 

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 
Eureka Division Cross Country 
What a brilliant day we had at Fed Uni last Monday for 
the Eureka Division Cross Country event! 
Perfect conditions set the scene for an outstanding day of 
competition, with all of our students giving their absolute 
best out on the course. We are incredibly proud of the 
determination, sportspersonship, and resilience shown by 
every student. 
Well done to all students for achieving some outstanding 
results and congratulations to the runners that have 
qualified for the Regional event in Warrnambool later this 
term.  
A big thank you to staff, supporters, and families for your 
support and energy! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After-school Netball 
Well done to the over 40 students that have taken to the netball courts this term representing SFX at Llanberris 
Netball Centre as part of the BNA After-school netball competition. The feedback from the players and parents is 
that all students are developing their skills and teamwork and most importantly having fun together. 
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2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
• Week 7 - Monday June 1st - Thurs June 4th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
• Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML 

& 6MM 
• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 

3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 
• Week 9 - Friday June 19th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) - TBC 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 
 

P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For the months of 
May & June 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been 
selected to participate in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards 
program at the Mount Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    15th May 2026    Hosted by 6MM     Theme: Excellence 
We show our personal best.  Excellence means being the best person we can be.  

We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 
 
 

FLP Jake Sullivan and Eden Toohey 4RR Sahesi Kariyawasam and Ted Answer 

FJS Fred Bromley & Isla McLean  4ZA Tom Maher & Rory Dunne 

FBO Audrey Needham and Quinn Govan 4KB Oskar Olszewski & Violet Toohey 

FTW Imogen Ruxton and Noah Mookhoek 5CC Paddy Ludbrook and Jack Quinlan 

1GH Lenny Sullivan and Elsie O’Loughlin 5LD Ben Walshe and Livia Pietrantuono 

1EM Lula Blomeley and Eden Vanderkley 5ML Keeva Humphries & Freddie Lynch  

1GT Chloe Allan and Joe White 6PB Hannah Firth and Remi James 

2GJ Elle Needham and Nate Quinlan 6JS Mollie Arnts and Lucy Bromley 

2MH Hugo Bromley and Audrey Giles 6MM Nellie Cheeseman and Noah Rice 

2TS Sophie Quinlan and Jed Phelan 
EE/ 
Sci 

Sahesi Kariyawasam and Matilda Bell- for 
enthusiastically assisting with maintaining our 
school garden beds.  

3LL 
Penelope Carrick 
Lance Humprhries 

PA 
Finley Rolfe and Kayden Finley for excellence in 
their songwriting. 

3JT Zahli Kingston and Nevon Thuse VA 
Finya Najero-Hinko, Winnie Harrison,  
Paddy Dwyer, Evie Answer (6MM) 

3ZP Remy Hansen & Hazel Martin PE Edie Waldron, Milla Kingston 

  Tch Piper Swayn (3ZP), Tommy Just (2TS) 

Principal’s Award:  Elsie O’Loughlin for being so caring and thoughtful towards another student who was using 
crutches. 
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Community News 
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