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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Mon 25th – Friday 29th May 
Catholic Education Week  

 

Tuesday 26th May 
Regional Cross Country @ 
Warrnambool (qualifiers 

from Division XC) 
 

Friday 29th May 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Cystic Fibrosis 
 

Division Soccer @ Ballarat 
Regional Soccer Facility 

(selected Yr 5/6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in  
school gym led by 2MH 

 

Mon 1st – Thurs 4th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development 
Pupil free day 

 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 9th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Thursday 11th June 
Last day for Book Club  

Issue 4 orders 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 

This week we celebrate two very important events in the 
life of our school and society: one Catholic Education 
week and the other Reconciliation week. The main 
purpose of Catholic Education Week in the Diocese of 
Ballarat is to celebrate and promote the distinctive 
mission of Catholic education across the Diocese. It is a 
time for school communities to reflect on their shared 
faith, values, learning, and commitment to helping young 
people grow spiritually, academically, socially, and 
emotionally. 

Catholic Education Week also highlights: 

• the partnership between schools, families, parishes, and the wider community 

• the importance of Gospel values such as peace, hope, compassion, dignity, and 
service 

• the work of staff and students in creating welcoming and inclusive learning 
communities 

• the mission of Catholic schools to support the “fullness of life for all.” 

This year, the diocesan theme is “Peace be with you all”, inspired by St Paul’s letter to the 
Romans. The week encourages schools to focus on peace, unity, kindness, respectful 
relationships, and living the message of Jesus in everyday school life. We started the week off 
very well with a terrific school assembly where we prayed together as a community and then 
watched a video created by the children to let us know what Peace means to them. 

Jayne and I have been invited to attend Mass at the 
St Alipius Diggings school at Sovereign Hill to launch 
Catholic Education Week in Ballarat. The St Alipius 
Diggings School is a recreation of one of the earliest 
Catholic schools on the Ballarat goldfields during the 
1850s gold rush. It reflects the simple tent-style 
church and school established by Father Matthew 

Downing in 1853 for the growing Catholic community living on the diggings. I’m sure it will be 
a great experience for us and our two student representatives. 
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Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

 

National Reconciliation Week is the other important time at school this week to learn more 
about and honour the histories, cultures, and contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. Across Australia, the beginning of the AFL’s Sir Doug Nicholls Round helps 
shine a spotlight on reconciliation, respect, and unity through sport. As a school community, 
we are encouraged to continue listening, learning, and walking together in the spirit of 
understanding, dignity, and hope.  I thank our RAP staff Leaders and RAP school leaders who 
have planned opportunities both inside our classrooms and out in our school environment to 
learn more about this most significant concept. Our assembly interwove both these major 
themes for our students.  

 

Wishing everyone a peaceful week. 

 

 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY TERM 2:  Please note that in Term 2 we have scheduled a School 
Closure Day for Staff Professional Development on Friday 5 June. No classes will be running on 
this day. Staff will be participating in professional learning focused on Auslan, led by educators 
involved in the Auslan – Teachers as Co-Learners program in their schools. 
 

SWIMMING: In weeks 7-9 swimming will be conducted for our Yr 1-6 students. This year we 
will be attending Federation University pool. Please keep an eye out for messages through 
this newsletter in the Sport/Physical Education news section or in your classes Seesaw 
messages for times/requirements.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST CELEBRATIONS:  We extend our very best wishes to all of our Year 4 
children celebrating their First Eucharist at St Alipius Church Ballarat East and St Peter and 
Paul Church Buninyong over the next three weekends. We hope the recipients and their loved 
ones enjoy this meaningful milestone in their faith journey together. 

 

 
CYSTIC FIBROSIS: This Friday is Casual Clothes day 
raising money for Cystic Fibrosis. Gold coin donations 
are most gratefully received.  
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Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
Term 4 (11 weeks) 

Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 
 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 
 
 
 
 

Casual Clothes Day – Friday 29th May 

We will be holding a Casual Clothes Day this Friday, with all gold coin donations going to 
support Cystic Fibrosis Australia. 

Students are invited to wear casual clothes and bring along a gold coin donation (or two) to 
help support Australians living with cystic fibrosis and their families. 

Cystic fibrosis is a genetic condition that affects the lungs and digestive system, making 
everyday life incredibly challenging for many children and adults across Australia. Cystic 
Fibrosis Australia works to provide support, advocacy, research funding and hope for those 
impacted by the condition. 

At SFX, we believe in showing compassion, supporting others and using our community spirit 
to make a difference. Even a small donation can help contribute to better care, support 
services and ongoing research for people living with cystic fibrosis. 

We look forward to seeing a sea of colour on Friday as we come together once again to 
support an important cause. 

 

 

 
Sacrament of Eucharist Reminder  

For all children in Year Four or older who have received the Sacraments of 
Confirmation and Reconciliation, the celebration of First Eucharist will take place 
during parish Masses across the following dates: 
 

May 30th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

May 31st – Ss Peter & Paul’s, 10:30am 

June 6th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

June 7th – Ss Peter & Paul’s, 10:30am 

June 13th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

June 14th – St Alipius, 10:30am 

Please keep these dates in mind as we look forward to supporting our students as they 
receive this special sacrament. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish Office on 
5332 6611. 
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Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Curriculum News                                              

National Simultaneous Storytime 
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) 2026 will be 
held on Wednesday, 27 May 2026, featuring the book 
Luna Roo: The Kangaroo Baller written by Adam 
Jackson and Adrian Lloyd, and illustrated by Jake 
Minton.  

This year’s National Simultaneous Storytime features 
Luna Roo, a story celebrating courage, resilience and 
believing in yourself. Selected for its uplifting 
message, the book highlights how children can 
overcome nerves and challenges with determination 
and heart. First-time authors Adam Jackson and 
Adrian Lloyd drew on their passion for soccer and 

storytelling to inspire young readers, sharing important themes of teamwork, perseverance and 
self-belief. With the Matildas competing in the Women’s Asian Cup here in Australia and the 
Socceroos heading to the FIFA World Cup, soccer is set to capture the imagination of families 
and young readers across the country this year. 

With so many enthusiastic soccer players at SFX, this book is sure to be a hit! Students are invited to visit the library 
at first break on Wednesday to enjoy a reading of the story and take part in a fun activity where they can design their 
own sports trading card. 

Be sure to tune in to the latest SFX Podcast, ‘Villa Voices’, released this Wednesday, for a fantastic reading of the book 
by our Year 6 Library Leaders, Christian Wright and Sophie McNeill. Their engaging storytelling brings this exciting book 
to life for listeners of all ages. 

 

Year 6 Writing inspires and delights their Foundation Buddies!  
This term, Year 6 students have been exploring the structure and features of fables in class. They used their creativity 
to write their own original fables before transforming them into beautifully illustrated picture storybooks. Students 
were excited to visit their Foundation buddies and share their stories, proudly reading aloud and connecting with the 
younger students through their writing and creativity. 

 

 
 

 

Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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Our school community is richer because of the wonderful cultural diversity that exists within it. Every family brings 
their own stories, traditions, beliefs and experiences, helping to create a vibrant and welcoming community where 
we can all learn from one another. When children feel proud of who they are and where they come from, they 
develop a strong sense of belonging and confidence to thrive socially, emotionally and academically. 

By nurturing curiosity, kindness and respect for different cultures, we help our children understand that diversity is 
something to be celebrated. It teaches them empathy, broadens their perspectives and prepares them to live in an 
increasingly connected world. As parents, carers and educators, we all play an important role in modelling inclusion 
and showing our children that everyone deserves to feel seen, valued and accepted. 

As we approach National Reconciliation Week, we are also reminded of the importance of listening, learning and 
building respectful relationships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Reconciliation encourages us to 
reflect on our shared history and continue working towards a future grounded in understanding, respect and unity. It 
is another important opportunity to celebrate the richness that diversity brings to our community. 

In this edition of SchoolTV, you’ll find helpful information and resources about embracing and celebrating cultural 
diversity with children and young people. 

SchoolTV – Cultural Diversity Edition 
 

 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 
Greater Western Region Cross Country 
On Tuesday, SFX will have 7 excited and probably nervous students in Warrnambool getting ready to run in the 
Greater Western Region Cross Country event. This is a magnificent achievement by our school to have a very strong 
number of students qualify for this event. 
We wish Edie, Milla, Lawrence, Sam, Leo, Nellie and Chloe all the best. We hope they enjoy the experience and we 
look forward to hearing how they go.  
 
Eureka Division Soccer 
We have 3 very strong teams representing SFX at this Friday's Division Soccer tournament at Morshead Park Soccer 
Facility. 37 students have been training well and we know will wear the SFX colours proudly and display their talents 
and teamwork. We wish our teams good luck for Friday. 
 
Netball tryouts 
There will be tryouts this Wednesday for both boys and girls in Years 5 & 6 to be part of the SFX netball teams at the 
upcoming Eureka Division Netball tournament. Girls tryouts will be conducted during first break and boys during 
second break. These tryouts will give students the chance to demonstrate their skills in passing, shooting, defending, 
teamwork, and game play. 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/cultural-diversity-au?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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We encourage all interested students to come along, try their best, and show great sportspersonship and 
enthusiasm. Remember, the coaches are not only looking for skill, but also positive attitudes, teamwork, effort, and 
encouragement towards others. 
 
Swimming Program 
We look forward to our 2026 swimming program for Yr 1 - 6 which begins for some classes next week. The 
program consists of 5 x 45 minute sessions conducted by qualified instructors at Fed Uni. Please refer to the PAM 
notification for all details. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 6 - Tuesday May 26th - Regional Cross Country @ Warrnambool (qualifiers from Division XC) 
• Week 6 - Friday May 29th - Division Soccer @ Ballarat Region Soccer Facility (selected students from Yr 5/6)  
• Week 7 - Monday June 1st - Thurs June 4th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
• Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML 

& 6MM 
• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 

3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
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• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For the months of 
May & June 2026 – St Francis Xavier Primary School has been 
selected to participate in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards 
program at the Mount Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
 

Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    22nd May 2026    Hosted by FJS     Theme: Hospitality 
We welcome and include others.  

Hospitality means welcoming other people to a home, business or school.  
We show hospitality because Jesus teaches us to include everyone and show them they are welcome. 

 

FLP Lola Mahar and Harry Howe 4RR Max Elliot and River Fedke 

FJS Freya & Cooper  4ZA Ryder Buntsman & Evie Loader 

FBO Hallie Graham and Alby Whittlam 4KB Hughey Roberts & Scarlett Govan 

FTW Jack Allen and Frankie Meade 5CC Lola Miles and Baxter Steinman 

1GH Shirley Dorning and Rupert Howard 5LD Willow Prato and Mitchell Bone 

1EM Harry Gemmola and Harriet Maher 5ML Ted Nunn and Lenny Ryan  

1GT Olli McGregor and Chloe Allen 6PB Joe Trigg and Minka Henjak  

2GJ Hadley Cheeseman and Patrick Olechnowicz 6JS Sadie Buntsma and Sam Norris 

2MH Mya Troon and Harper Stevenson 6MM Xavier Morris and Sienna Morton 

2TS Olive Micelli & Teddy Bannan 
EE/ 
Sci 

Hugo Blomley, Baxter Steinman, Ollie Downs, 
Mitchell Cyples and James Cyples- For their 
incredible knowledge on space and our solar 
system, such clever little scientists! 

3LL Lachy Hatt &  Bonnie Jones PA Ella Crumpton and Gabe Dunne 

3JT 
Marli Wilson & Thomas Green  
Zahli Kingston (Last week - Excellence) 

VA Layla Marshall and William Mumford (FJS) 

3ZP Carter George & Harriet Walshe PE  

  Tch Mitchell Cyples (5ML) & Rory Dunne (4ZA) 

Principal’s Award:  Tom Green - for showing hospitality in everything he does around our school. 
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Community News 
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Community News 
 

Congratulations to Finya, Olivia and Violet on being part of the upcoming BCMA production of Mary Poppins Jr. 
 

 


