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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th-Wed 15th July 
Year 6 Melbourne CYC 

Camp 
 

Friday 17th July 
9.30am Start of Term 3 

Mass in school gym 
 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 

Welcome to the final week of Term 2 and the conclusion of Semester 1. 

Over the past ten weeks, our students and staff have been incredibly busy engaging in the 
important work of learning and teaching. Together, they have celebrated achievements, 
embraced challenges, and continued to develop the skills, knowledge, and habits that support 
lifelong learning and active participation in society. It is a significant undertaking, and one of 
which they should be very proud. 

As we prepare to enter the winter break, we can do so knowing that it has been a successful 
and rewarding term. I wish all families a happy 
and restful holiday period. May you have the 
opportunity to step away from the usual 
routines, enjoy quality time together, and 
perhaps even embark on a few exciting 
adventures along the way. 

Thank you to our staff and students for your 
dedication, enthusiasm, and commitment 
throughout the term. I also extend my sincere 
thanks to all parents and carers for the support 
and encouragement you provide each day. Your 
partnership is greatly valued. 

I wish everyone a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable winter break. 

God bless,  

 
Mark Hogbin 

  

 

End of Term – Start of Term    Classes cease for the winter break on Friday at 2.20pm. Classes 
resume for third term on Monday 13 July at 9.00am. Happy holidays! 
 

Free Dress Day    Our last free dress day for the semester will be held on Friday. You can show 
your support for the Saint Vincent de Paul winter appeal by sending along a gold coin donation 
or two which will be used to help those in need this winter. It’s cold outside and many people 
in our wider Ballarat community could do with a helping hand. Let’s dig deep! 
 

Swimming Program    Our swimming program drew to a close last Friday. Thank you to all 
parents who were able to assist with this, and to the staff who made sure that all children 
were able to enjoy this special time. 
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2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GH 

 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Interested in becoming Catholic? 
The process for adults seeking to become Catholic will soon be commencing with the time of 
inquiry for our local church communities of Ballan, Ballarat East, Bungaree, Buninyong, Clarkes 
Hill, Dunnstown, Gordon and Springbank. If you're an adult who's either not been baptised or 
has been baptised in another Christian tradition and would like to inquire about becoming 
Catholic, we welcome you to 'come and see.' 

Please contact us at our Parish Hub, 86 Victoria St Ballarat East 
or ballarateast@catholic.orgu.au or 0437 505 517 

 

 

 

 

School Term Three Mass. 

A warm invitation is extended to all families, friends and parishioners to join us as we 
celebrate the beginning of Term 3 and recognise NAIDOC Week through the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

We are delighted to welcome our Parish Priest, Father Justin Driscoll, who will celebrate the 
Mass with us. Together, we will give thanks for the rich culture, history and contributions of 
Australia’s First Nations peoples, and reflect on our shared commitment to respect, 
reconciliation and community. 

       Time: 9.30am 

       Date: Friday 17 July 2026 

       Venue: St Francis Xavier School Gymnasium 

 

We look forward to celebrating with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ballarateast@catholic.orgu.au
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Casual Clothes Day – Friday 29th June 

This Friday, students are invited to wear casual clothes and bring along a gold coin donation 
(or more) to support the St Vincent de Paul Society Winter Appeal. 

As the colder months set in, many individuals and families in our local community face 
challenges such as homelessness, financial hardship and social isolation. The St Vincent de 
Paul Society works tirelessly to provide practical support, including food, clothing, emergency 
assistance and a helping hand to those doing it tough. 

All money raised will be donated directly to the Ballarat East St Vincent de Paul Conference, 
helping support people in our own local community. 

At SFX, we are called to live out our faith through compassion, generosity and service to 
others. This Casual Clothes Day is a simple but meaningful way for us to make a difference and 
stand in solidarity with those who need our support. 

Thank you for your generosity and support. Together, we can help bring warmth, hope and 
dignity to those who need it most this winter. 

 

Curriculum News 
 
 

Keep an eye out for upcoming posts from our Specialist Teachers. These 
updates are usually shared towards the end of each term and showcase the 
wonderful learning, creativity, and experiences our students have enjoyed 
in their Specialist classes. Please visit and leave a comment. 
 

 
Semester One reports:  
Our end of Semester One reports will be made available via PAM this 
Thursday 25th June.  I thank the teachers for the energy, thoroughness, 
sincerity, and professionalism that they bring to their report 
writing. St. Francis Xavier Primary School continues its firm commitment 
to working in partnership with parents/carers to enable our children to 
achieve their best. Happy reading! 
 
 

Enjoy the holidays! 
 
 

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal / Learning Enhancement 
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Year 6 
 

 
The Year 6 novel study this term has been ‘Us Mob Walawurru’ by Carl Merrison & 
Hakea Hustler. This historical fiction novel has encouraged students to think of 
Australian history from an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspective. The 
Book Snapshot highlights information about the text to discuss with your child/ren. 
 
Congratulations to Emily, who was selected this week to share her Information 
Report.  
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Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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I’m in a very privileged position at St Francis Xavier, as I get to watch children interact with their teachers, school 
staff and friends every day. What I notice is the sense of belonging and connectedness most children feel at school 
and the efforts their teachers make to strengthen this connection.  

I hear good morning welcomes (“it's so great to see you!” “I’m glad you are back- the class wasn’t the same without 
you!”), lovely shared stories (new shoes, lost teeth and Pokemon/footy cards) and tales of woe (fighting with 
brothers and sisters, death of a loved pet, AFL team loss). Find out who is your child’s champion at school- it may be 
a past or present teacher, a specialist teacher, a member of the Leadership team, a Learning Support Officer, library 
staff who keep them a special book or just a friendly face in the office or first aid area. Although you might think 
these interactions have nothing to do with learning, they have everything to do with relationships. We know children 
learn best when they feel valued, loved and respected.  

Parents can help the student-teacher relationship by keeping communication channels open, attending school 
events that allow opportunities to meet teachers and encouraging their children to ask their teachers for help when 
needed. Parents could reflect on their own school experiences, share stories about their favourite teachers when at 
school and help their children identify a teacherʼs positive aspects, especially for those teachers their child is 
struggling to build rapport with.  

Attached is an interesting article focusing on how children build and strengthen their feeling of belonging at school. 
Belonging- When School Feels Like Home 

Happy holidays and we look forward to seeing you all again in Term Three! 

 

 

 

 

       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and 
Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : 

cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                                            
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/blog/sense-of-belonging/202503/when-school-feels-like-home
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Greater Western Region Netball 
Well done to our Girls A netball team who represented our school at last week's Greater Western Region Netball finals 
at Selkirk Stadium. The girls played superbly well throughout all of their matches against some strong opposition and 
gave it everything they had, showing resilience and teamwork until the final whistle. A big thankyou to the coaches, 
staff and families that supported the girls. 
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Greater Western Region AFL 
Good luck to our Girls AFL 9's football team that will be playing in the Regional finals at Wendouree Reserve this 
Wednesday. The team is very excited and looking forward to playing against other talented teams from areas such as 
Warrnambool, Horsham and Colac. We know that they will give their best and we look forward to seeing how they go. 
We wish them all the best for the day. 
 
Golf Clinics 
Something that our Year 5 and 6 students always look forward to happens this week and that is the Golf clinics with 
Tony. Students will be given tips and coaching on how to correctly hold and swing the golf club and from this Tony will 
select our team for the golf tournament later in the year. 
 
Congratulations Mr Down and Cooper 
Congratulations to Mr Down who recently received the exciting news that an athlete he coaches has been selected to 
represent Australia at the 2026 Commonwealth Games. Cooper Sherman, who Mr Down has coached for over 5 years, 
will run in the Mixed 4 x 400m relay at Glasgow. 
Many students will remember Cooper as he came and spoke to our students last year. 
We are very fortunate to have a highly qualified and respected coach as our Physical Education teacher here at our 
school. The level of knowledge and expertise Mr Down brings is world class. 
With the Commonwealth Games starting on the 23rd July, we look forward to watching Cooper run. Well done to both 
Cooper and Mr Down. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football (Girls) @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
Term 3: 

• Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from Yr 
3, 4, 5 & 6) 

• Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a brilliant week. 
 

 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For June 2026 – 
St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate 
in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount 
Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    19th June 2026    Hosted by 5CC     Theme: Respect 
Respect means considering the feelings and wishes of others, respecting myself and caring for all of creation.  
We show respect because Jesus shows us that everyone is important and because our world needs our care. 

 

FLP Peyton Cheeseman and Henry Sordello 4RR Banjo Nicholson and Arlo Troon  

FJS Lacey Newton & Aniela Hallowell 4ZA Winter James, Devon McCartin & Bryn Glab 

FBO Noah Kielty and Maddison Daly 4KB Louie Evans & Jimmy Faull 

FTW Harriett Curtain and Ivy Grigsby 5CC Charlize Simpson and Percy Veal 

1GH Archie Geaghan and Arthur Latchford 5LD Malo Hansen and Maeve Tongs 

1EM Elijah Harwood and Luciana Schweida 5ML Edie Brennan and Byron Toohey  

1GT Spencer Belsar and Hudson Worn 6PB Lucy Elliot and Sadie Ruxton 

2GJ Jasper Govan & Mille Ryan 6JS Jet Rivett and Bridie Millington  

2MH William Nicholls and Poppy Thomas 6MM Sophie McNeill and Paddy Dwyer 

2TS Lucinda Bartlett & Leo Answer EE/Sci Willow Begbie and Arthur Madigan 

3LL Mia Cadogan and Emme Cavanagh PA Tom Maher and Lachlan Purtell 

3JT Billy Toohey & Noa Cavanagh  VA Percy Veal, Lyla Nestor, Jett Raine (5CC) 

3ZP Zaeli Page & Tom Stanley PE Lenny Rumble (FBOK), Essie Thomas (FLP) 

  Tch Lula Blomeley (1EM) & Billy Toohey (3JT) 

Principal’s Award:  Noah Stewart and Riley Smith for keeping our school yard tidy and caring for the environment. 
Yael Vasserman for caring for other people by sharing her umbrella in the rain.  
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Wellbeing attachment: 

When School Feels Like Home - How young children know they belong.    Kelly-Ann Allen Ph.D. 

Key points 

• Children view belonging as feeling happy, having friends, feeling safe, and helping others. 

• Younger children link belonging to fun activities. Older children link belonging to relationships. 

• Teachers can create belonging through caring relationships, not just teaching. 

Who remembers seeing a teacher for the first time at a local supermarket? There might be some initial 
disorientation, but what usually follows is a rush of excitement. Like you’ve just seen a celebrity. Or is that just me? 

Well, our latest research helps explain this occurrence — to some degree. 

For young children aged 3 to 8, relationships with others — especially with educators — are a big deal. In our 
exploration of what belonging means to them, we found it has little to do with buildings or locations. Instead, it’s 
about relationships, emotions, and shared experiences in those spaces. 

Our study, published in the Australian Journal of Psychology, looked at how children in this age group understand 
and experience belonging in educational settings. With the help of their parents, children shared drawings and 
stories about their experiences of belonging. 

One takeaway finding was that belonging wasn't just about the physical space — it’s about how you feel in that 
space. As one 8-year-old captured it perfectly: “When you feel happy at school it makes you feel you are at home.” 

Young children's sense of belonging has a powerful impact. It shapes their current educational journey and 
contributes to long-term well-being. We know from existing research that feeling a sense of belonging at school is 
linked to outcomes that stretch well into adulthood — from mental health to workforce participation. 

What stood out in our study was just how much belonging came from everyday moments. A 7-year-old participant 
said, in relation to his sense of belonging: “When I'm outside — my friends help me build homes for tigers.” This kind 
of unstructured, natural interaction creates belonging for children. It’s social, imaginative, and deeply relational. 

Children also felt a strong sense of connection to particular places — not because of the buildings themselves, but 
because of how those places made them feel. One shared, “The library is my safe space.” 

What surprised us most was how aware children were of their role in helping others belong. “Everyone has to look 
after each other,” said a 4-year-old. And from an 8-year-old: “It means that we're all part of the school, and we all 
follow the rules, be safe, respectful and being a learner.” Even at this young age, children saw belonging as 
something shared — something they helped create, not just something they received. 

The presence of animals — class pets and school dogs — also featured in children’s stories. One child 
explained, “There’s a dog because dogs kinda help you feel like you belong.” Another said, “When I help the class pet 
called Lucie.” These interactions gave children a chance to show care, take responsibility, and feel connected — a 
different but powerful expression of belonging. 

We also noticed age differences in how children described belonging. Younger children (ages three to five) focused 
on the here and now — “Have fun,” “Doing activities,” “Playing.” Older children (six to eight) talked more about 
responsibilities, inclusion, and helping others. 

So, what does this mean for those leading and shaping early education? 

It suggests the need to: 

• Create flexible spaces that children can personalise and feel ownership over. 

• Make time for unstructured, imaginative, and peer-led interaction. 

• Appreciate the importance of children feeling safe, comfortable, and emotionally secure. 

• Acknowledge the central role of relationships — with peers, educators, and others in the environment. 

• Recognise that children are active contributors to their own and others’ sense of belonging. 

Most of all, our research challenges the idea that belonging needs to be delivered through formal programs. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/contributors/kelly-ann-allen-phd
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00049530.2025.2463949
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12310-023-09626-6
https://psycnet.apa.org/doiLanding?doi=10.1037%2Fedu0000733
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/animal-behavior
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/education
https://www.psychologytoday.com/au/basics/environment
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One 6-year-old said it simply: “When people help you, that means you belong.” That’s not something you can script 
— it comes from real, lived experience. 

These big ideas from little voices don’t just apply to early learning. When we take children’s perspectives seriously, 
we gain a richer understanding of how belonging actually works. And when we see belonging through their eyes, 
we’re better placed to create spaces where every child feels like they truly belong. 

Acknowledgments: Thank you to the authors of the study — Emily Berger, Louise McLean, Erin Leif, William Warton, 
and David Tuck. I am also grateful to the parents who generously made time to support their children’s participation. 
And to the children — thank you. Your drawings, words, and stories gave this research its heart. 
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Community News 
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