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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Mon 1st – Thurs 4th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Friday 5th June 
Staff Professional 

Development-Pupil free day 
 

Monday 8th June 
Public Holiday-King’s 

Birthday    Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 9th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Thursday 11th June 
Last day for Book Club  

Issue 4 orders 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 

Dear Families, 

Over the past week, you may have seen and heard a great deal about Catholic Education as 
schools across our diocese paused to celebrate our shared community. It has been a 
wonderful opportunity to reflect on our common purpose while also recognising the unique 
character of each school. 

Our differences are something to be celebrated. They allow us to continue moving forward 
with confidence, embracing evidence-based teaching practices while honouring the rich 
Mercy tradition that is woven through all that we do. 

Last week, Jane and I attended a 
special Mass at Sovereign Hill, 
celebrated by Fr Justin Driscoll. One 
of the themes that stayed with me 
was the connection between past, 
present and future—how we honour 
those who have come before us, live 
fully in the present, and thoughtfully 
consider what we will embrace and 
commit to in order to create a bright 
future. It certainly provided plenty 
of food for thought. 

Today marks the beginning of winter—the season we all know so well in Ballarat! There is 
something comforting about pulling on a warm jacket and enjoying the shelter of home when 
the weather outside is cold, wet and grey.  As we welcome the new season, I invite you to 
take a moment to reflect on the following message. 

A Prayer for Winter 

Lord of the changing seasons, as the days 
grow shorter and the air turns crisp, I 
welcome this winter season. Grant me the 
patience to slow down, the strength to 
weather the cold, and the warmth of Your 
presence to fill my soul. Just as the earth 
rests beneath a winter blanket, may my 
spirit find quiet, peaceful renewal. Help me 
to be a light and a comfort to those around 
me who may face struggles during this 
time. Amen 
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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 

Thank you 

The past six weeks as Acting Principals have been a true privilege for Jane and I, and we are 
both incredibly grateful for the opportunity. 

St Francis Xavier is a large and vibrant community, and each day brings something new! What 
stands out most, however, is the generosity, warmth and sense of belonging that exists within 
our school. We sincerely thank you for your support during this time. 

Today, we welcome Mark back following his period of enrichment leave. We look forward to 
hearing about his experiences and the insights he has gained, and we know he will have much 
to share with our community. 

Cover Up clothes 

With the arrival of winter, we are once again introducing Cover Up Clothes at school. Students 
who choose to play on the Top Oval or in the paddock areas are required to wear cover up 
clothing, including a separate top worn over their school tracksuit top or jumper, as well as a 
different pair of shoes. 

Old runners or gumboots are ideal for this purpose. If your child uses these play spaces, 
please send their cover up clothes in a separate bag each day. This will help keep their school 
uniform clean and dry while they enjoy outdoor play. 

 

Congratulations 

Recently, Charlie competed in the Calisthenics Victoria State 
Titles in Melbourne, where she was awarded the Under 11s 
State Champion title in her Graceful Solo division. 

Charlie is a wonderful example of a quiet achiever and would 
probably never seek recognition for this accomplishment 
herself. We are incredibly proud of the dedication, 
perseverance and commitment she has demonstrated 
throughout the year to achieve such an outstanding result. 

Congratulations, Charlie, on this remarkable achievement. We look forward to celebrating 
your continued success. 

 

 

 

                                              Jayne Mohr, Deputy Principal – Learning Diversity 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY TERM 2:  Please note that in Term 2 we have scheduled a School 
Closure Day for Staff Professional Development on Friday 5 June. No classes will be running on 
this day. Staff will be participating in professional learning focused on Auslan, led by educators 
involved in the Auslan – Teachers as Co-Learners program in their schools. 
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Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Sacrament of Eucharist Reminder  

For all children in Year Four or older who have received the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Reconciliation, the celebration of First Eucharist will continue during parish Masses across the 
following dates: 

June 6th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

June 7th – Ss Peter & Paul’s, 10:30am 

June 13th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

June 14th – St Alipius, 10:30am 

Please keep these dates in mind as we look forward to supporting our students as they 
receive this special sacrament. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish Office on 
5332 6611. 

 

 

 

Below is the link for Beleza School Uniforms - an additional supplier of our school uniform. 

Category: St Francis Xavier Primary School (Ballarat East) - Beleza School Uniforms  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://beleza.com.au/product-category/primary-schools/st-v-primary/st-francis-xavier-ballarat-east/
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Celebrating Catholic Education Week 
 

Thank you to our whole school community for making Catholic Education Week 
such a special and joyful time at SFX. 
 
It has been wonderful to see the pride, spirit and sense of community across 
the school. From classroom activities to shared moments of prayer and 
reflection, our students have truly shown what it means to live out our faith 
each day. 
 
We are grateful to our staff, students and families for the way they contribute 
to making our school such a welcoming, faith-filled place. 
 

 
This Week’s Gospel – The Holy Trinity (John 3:16–18) 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, we hear one of the most well-known and powerful messages of our faith: “God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son.” 
 

The feast of the Holy Trinity reminds us that God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit — a relationship built on love. 
 

While this can be a mystery to fully understand, the message is simple and clear: God is love, and we are called to 
share that love with others. 
 
A message for families: 
On June 5, we recognise World Environment Day, which connects beautifully with this message of love. 
If God created the world out of love, then caring for the Earth is one of the ways we live out that love. Looking after 
our environment is not just important — it is part of our responsibility as people of faith. 
 
A family reflection: 

How can we show love for others in our everyday lives? 

What is one way we can care for the world God has given us? 

 

Our challenge for the week: 

Choose one small action this week that shows love for others or for our world. 

• Help someone in need 

• Spend time caring for the environment 

• Show kindness in your words and actions 

Small acts of love can make a big difference. 
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Curriculum News 
Information Texts in Year 2! 
Year 2 students have been learning about Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover 
and writing information texts. Ava S. and Bob N. are delighted to share their 
information texts with you. 

The students had so many facts to share after reading this book. They learnt 
that the Curiosity Mars Rover: 

• has a weather station. — Callum 

• has 17 cameras. — Maple 

• goes to Mars and takes photos to document what is on Mars. — Arpan 

At the completion of this unit, students designed their own Mars Rover and 
used recycled materials to bring them to life. They made meaningful 
connections to what they were learning in Literacy, Inquiry, and Science. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Lindy Harty, 
Literacy Leader 
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Conflict is a natural and unavoidable part of life. As children grow, differences in opinions, emotions and 
expectations can sometimes lead to tension at home, at school or with peers. While these moments can feel 
challenging, they also present valuable opportunities to teach young people important life skills. How conflict is 
managed within the family plays a key role in shaping a child’s ability to communicate, regulate emotions and 
navigate relationships. 

When conflict arises, children can sometimes move quickly into a “fight, flight or freeze” response. Teaching and 
practising de-escalation strategies helps children calm their bodies and minds so they can think clearly, communicate 
respectfully and solve problems more effectively. Simple strategies such as taking deep breaths, using calming tools, 
asking for space or talking to a trusted adult can help children manage big emotions before conflict grows bigger. 
There are some great de-escation strategies next week in the Yr 3-6 Read and Thrive Journals. 

For adult carers, supporting children through conflict means staying calm, listening with empathy and modelling 
respectful problem-solving. When handled constructively, conflict can strengthen relationships, build resilience and 
help children develop the confidence to manage disagreements in healthy and productive ways. 

This edition of SchoolTV explores practical strategies to help families approach conflict with greater understanding 
and confidence. 

Here is the link to this topic http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/dealing-conflict-au 

 

 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 
 

Sport/Physical Education News 
 
Greater Western Region Cross Country 
Last Tuesday, SFX had 7 students in Warrnambool running in the Greater Western Region Cross Country event. All 
students ran brilliantly and should be very proud of their efforts and achievements. Congratulations to Nellie and 
Lawrence who have progressed through to the State championship next term. 
 
 
Swimming Program 
We look forward to our 2026 swimming program for Yr 1 - 6 which begins for some classes this week. The 
program consists of 5 x 45 minute sessions conducted by qualified instructors at Fed Uni. Please refer to the PAM 
notification for all details. 
 
 
 

http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/newsletter/dealing-conflict-au
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Eureka Division Soccer 
What a magnificent day of soccer at last week's Eureka Division Soccer Tournament! 
 
Our students demonstrated outstanding teamwork, determination, sportspersonship and skill throughout the 
competition. Every player gave their best effort on the field, making us proud with their positive attitude and 
commitment. 
 
A big congratulations to all of the students for representing our 
school so well. A big thank you to the families and friends that 
came to support our teams, and a special shoutout to Nathanial 
and David for your coaching expertise, time and patience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         10. 

 

 

2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 7 - Monday June 1st - Thurs June 4th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 
5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 

• Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML 
& 6MM 

• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 

3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football (Girls) @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a tremendous week. 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 
 

P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For June 2026 – 
St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate 
in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount 
Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    29th May 2026    Hosted by 2MH     Theme: Compassion 
We treat others the way we would like to be treated.  

Compassion means to feel the suffering of others and to help ease that suffering.  
We show compassion to others because Jesus teaches us how to care. 

 

FLP 
Elsie Briggs and Mila Broadbent 
Harry Howe (From Previous Week) 

4RR Asher Sutcliffe and Ollie Rumble 

FJS Billie Newton & Ollie Shillito  4ZA Eddy Heinrich & Mila Quandt 

FBO Portia Martin and Lewis Delalande 4KB Shevan Perera & Harper Gull 

FTW Jack Giles and Levi Plover 5CC Charlie Quarrell and Jett Raine 

1GH Harvey Rowland and Charlie McNamara 5LD Savee Thuse and Kade Swayn 

1EM Vann Brooks and Flynn Warr 5ML Pippa Gleeson and Thomas Hiscock  

1GT Blake Morvell and Laila Jennings 6PB Minti Toohey and Eliza Hanrahan 

2GJ 
Imogen Curtain and Toby Wilson 
Hadley Cheeseman & Patrick Olechnowicz 
(Last week - Hospitality) 

6JS 
Lily Davison and Xavier Foster 
(Last week, Sadie Buntsma for Hospitality).  

2MH 
Fergus Toohey and Harper Gilbertson 
Mya Troon (Last week - Hospitality) 

6MM Bonnie Giles and Winnie Harrison 

2TS Tommy Just & Hazel Fedke 
EE/ 
Sci 

Ollie Downs (Last week - Hospitality), for his 
amazing knowledge on the solar system. 
 
Sophie McNeill- for her curiosity and generous 
sharing of her space knowledge during science 
lessons.  

3LL Ruby Plover & Khloe Nield PA Lily Bye and Darcie Richardson 

3JT Zoe Cooper & Mayo Baruwa VA Ada Mason & Rex Owins (2MH) 

3ZP Harry Toohey & Piper Swayn PE Maya Loader (2GJ) & Howard Latchford (3JT/LC) 

  Tch Olive Lenaghan (6JS) & Spencer Belsar (1GT) 

Principal’s Award:  Will Allan from 3ZP  
He held open the door for three adults and was very kind towards them which was great to see. Will was showing 
compassion as he treated others the way he would like to be treated. Well done Will!  
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CDF: Supporting Our Catholic Community 
 

Your savings can do more than grow; they can 
strengthen Catholic schools, wellbeing programs, and 

communities right here in the Diocese of Ballarat. 
  

For more than 50 years, CDF has helped make this 
possible, from a brand-new learning centre at Emmanuel 
College to student wellbeing initiatives like the Paw Pals 
Therapy Program. Through the collective support of our 

community, funds are directed back into parishes, 
schools, and healthcare services across the Ballarat 

region. 
  

Earn a competitive return rate of interest, while 
supporting the life of the Church close to home. 

  
By choosing to save with CDF, you can help care for the 

life of our Church today, while supporting future 
generations. 

 
Visit catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund 

or cal  1800 134 135 to find out more. 
 
  

 

 
 

http://catholicdevelopmentfund.org.au/communityfund
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Community News 
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