St Francis Xavier Primary School

P.O. Box 2027
Ballarat East VIC 3354
Phone: 5331 6311

Newsletter

Tuesday 9'" June 2026
Term 2 Week 8

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au

Term 2 (10 weeks)
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26t Jun

Tuesday 9t June
Swimming Program for
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA,

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM

Wednesday 10" June
P&F Meeting
5.30pm in the Staff Room

Thursday 11t June
Last day for Book Club
Issue 4 orders

Friday 12t June
Division Netball @ Selkirk
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6

students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 3LL

Mon 15t — Fri 19t June
Swimming Program for
1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT,
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS

Friday 19t June
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 5CC

Mon 22" — Wed 24t June
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6

Wednesday 24t June
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown
Reserve Wendouree

Friday 26t June
Last day of term 2
2.20pm finish

Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support
Ballarat East Vinnies group

12.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 1EM

Term 3 (10 weeks)
Mon 13t Jul-Fri 18th Sep

Mon 13t July, Tues 14t &
Wed 15% July
Year 6 Melbourne CYC
Camp

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People
Dear families,

It has been a wonderful week back at school following my period of enrichment leave. | feel
incredibly fortunate to have been granted this time away and equally grateful for the warm
welcome | have received from all members of our school community upon my return.

My leave provided a valuable opportunity to reflect on my role as leader of this community
and on the profound privilege of my vocation as an educator within the Catholic system. The
experience was rich and rewarding, filled with meaningful personal, professional, and spiritual
encounters. | am deeply thankful for the opportunity to have undertaken this journey.

A significant part of my time away was spent walking the ancient pilgrimage route known as
the Camino de Santiago. Pilgrims have travelled this path for centuries, and | began my
journey in the city of Ledn, Spain. Over the course of several weeks, | walked through
numerous villages, towns, and cities before eventually arriving in Santiago de Compostela,
where | visited the tomb of St James the Apostle. Reaching this historic destination marked the
culmination of the pilgrimage, and | was very pleased to arrive.

What did | learn while walking? It is a fair question, and one for which the answer continues to
unfold. Among many lessons, | was reminded that meaningful achievements are rarely gained
without effort and perseverance. One purposeful step at a time is often all that is required to
move us towards our goals. Although | chose to walk alone, | was never truly alone. My days
were filled with moments of joy and discovery, praise and gratitude, as well as periods of
frustration, uncertainty, and the occasional discomfort of blisters, aching joints, and tired
muscles. Yet at the end of each day, there was always a sense of accomplishment and an
opportunity to prepare for the journey ahead.

Throughout my travels, the Saint Francis Xavier community was never far from my thoughts or
prayers. In keeping with a long-standing pilgrimage tradition, a small piece of quartz—
collected from our top oval—now rests at the foot of the Iron Cross on Mount Irago. For
generations, pilgrims have left a reminder of home at this sacred site as both an offering and a
prayer for protection along the journey.

While | feel truly blessed to have experienced this special time away, the warmth of the
welcome | received from our students and staff upon my return reminded me of a simple
truth: there really is no place like home.

God bless,

Mark Hogbin

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 1.




Friday 17t July
Start of Term 3 Mass

No Assembly today

Friday 24t July
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 4RR

Friday 315t July
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 3ZP

Friday 7t August
Ballarat Catholic Primary
Schools Athletics @
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4,
5 & 6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by FBK

Friday 14t August
Pupil free day (to be
confirmed)

Division Basketball @
Selkirk Stadium (selected
Yr 5/6 students)

Friday 215t August
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 1GH

Friday 28t August
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by FLP

Friday 4th September
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)
Fathers/Special Friends
Liturgy (to be confirmed)
No Assembly today

Wednesday 9t September
Division Athletics @
Llanberris (qualifiers from
BCPS Aths—Yr3,4,5&6)

Friday 11t September
No Assembly today

Friday 18t September
Last day of Term 3

Footy Colours Day - gold
coin donations to support
Fight Cancer

No Assembly today

Term 4 (11 weeks)
Mon 5t Oct—Fri 18th Dec

Wednesday 7t October
Year 3 Day Camp

Thank you!

| would like to publicly acknowledge and thank Mrs. Jane Clark and Jayne Mohr who stepped
into the role of Principal while | was away from our school. Knowing that our school
community was left in the hands of such a capable team meant that | could step away without
hesitation. For this | am very grateful. | would also like to acknowledge the support shown by
our Organisational Leadership team; Michael Marshall, Christine Meneely and Lindy Harty
who assisted in so many ways. Of course, a big Thanks to our wonderful staff and students
who work together every day to ensure that all runs smoothly at our great school. Thank You!

Swimming Program

Our swimming program is well and truly underway at our new venue, Federation University.
We have received very positive feedback from the staff at the swim center regarding the
manners and attitude of our students. Well done children, we are proud of you!

School Closure Day

Thanks to all families for your support of our school closure day last Friday. The teachers spent
this day developing their understandings of the Auslan program which we teach in our school.
Auxiliary staff spent time learning about student support and wellbeing.

Cover Up Clothes

In case we needed reminding, it has been very wet lately! Children are asked to bring a cover
up top and a change of shoes if they would like to play on the paddocks or top oval at school.
Gumboots might be a great option but anything that can be changed quickly is a good idea. If
you would like your child to wear cover up pants as well that’s fine.

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 2.



Friday 9t October
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass

Regional Athletics @
Llanberris (qualifiers from
Division Aths-Yr 3, 4,5 & 6)

No Assembly today

Friday 16t October
Division Tennis @ Ballarat
Regional Tennis Centre
(selected Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 5LD

Friday 23" October
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 1GT

Friday 30t October
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support

MercyWorks

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by FTW

Monday 2" November
Assessment and Reporting
Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 3¢ November
Public Holiday-Melbourne
Cup Pupil Free Day

Friday 6" November
Eureka Division Cricket @
Alfredton Reserve (selected
Yr 5/6 students)

2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 6JS

Friday 13t November
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 2TS

Friday 20t November
2.40pm Assembly in
School gym led by 4ZA

Wed 25t-Fri 27th Nov
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp

Friday 27t November
Casual Clothes Day - gold
coin donations to support
Ballarat East Vinnies group

No Assembly today

Friday 4th December
End of Year Mass

Thursday 17t December
Last 2026 day for students

Sacrament of Eucharist Reminder

For all children in Year Four or older who have received the Sacraments of Confirmation and
Reconciliation, the celebration of First Eucharist will continue during parish Masses across the
following dates:

June 13th — St Alipius, 5:00pm
June 14th — St Alipius, 10:30am

Please keep these dates in mind as we look forward to supporting our students as they
receive this special sacrament.

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish Office on
5332 6611.

Curriculum News

Seesaw posts and visits:

As the term is progressing along, many Seesaw posts are being uploaded.

Please take a look at your child's portfolio and see some 'real' time learning.
Adding a comment always gives a boost to both the children and their

accurate and up to date. | thank them for the

teachers!
energy, thoroughness, sincerity, and

professionalism that they bring to their report writing. As communlcated to families,

St. Francis Xavier Primary School continues its firm commitment to working in partnership
with parents/carers to enable our children to achieve their best. Our end of Semester One
reports will be made available via PAM on Thursday 25th June.

Seesaw

Semester One reports:

Currently teachers are working on moderating and
formulating your child's/ren work samples and
testing results to ensure that their reports are

SCHOOL

Numeracy at home:

The Victorian Government has released a range
of resources aimed to support parents, called
Mathematics and numeracy at home. As their
child’s first teacher, families can play an
important role in helping develop their children’s
numeracy skills from an early age.

ke Normbess,
[nterprrlNumePagy§gitl ~
lilfeSklll“ﬁ?{}ﬁ‘j{“}:?*‘

fealth ]_ntpra(\'

e A range of short videos with captions in multiple translations
e Daily numeracy activity ideas

e Conversation prompts

Enjoy week 8.

Jane Clark, Deputy Principal / Learning Enhancement

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 3.


https://www.vic.gov.au/mathematics-and-numeracy-home

Year 4 - Book Snapshot
We invite you to explore our Book Snapshot to see what Year 4 students are reading, writing and learning about.
Make sure to check out the question prompts to get the conversations flowing!

Uncle Xbox
by Lr Jarrcd Thomas

ST Francis Xavier
P ey BT i || L AT DR ET

Year 4

&k 5L Francis Xavier Primary School, we balievs a lowe of reading grows when schood amd bonmes work:
together. This book snapsholt is dasigned to halp you connect with your child's Borming —thnowgh
classroom axpariancas, conwersotions, and shared stores ot hormea. By reading togethar, talldng about
beooks, and making tirme for reading each day, you play a vital robe in building confident, capable readers

STORY SNAPSHOT

Duisty i an uppes prirmary school boy living with his single mum Eathy and
baby sister Mary. He copas as bast he can despite povarty, racist taunts and
schoolyard bullying. & gitted ssccer player, Dusty excals ol most sports and
spends countless hours playing Xbox with hiz stepdad bMarcus, Whan Mancus
leavas and bokes the Ko with him, Dusty iz deaply distreszed, This challenge
opens naw possibilities in Dusty's lile. With the support of Uncle Rick, he leanms
Lo surl and disocowens thane is rmane Lo lile than gaming. He also bagins to buikd
a stronger connection to his culture, farnily and Country.

MAIN CHARACTERS
Dusty = the main character, a sococar-loving boy wha is Im class, students will working on
passionote about garming. writing sentences with subordinating
Kathy = Dusty's mum, who works hard to cane for tha conjuctions. They will complets this
farmihy. . -
Mary - Dusty's baby sister IJI'!I‘F by writi ng ﬂ.fCH:‘I.'IIII'l:II recn.unt about
wharous — Dusty's stepdod, wha loaves tha famiy and British Colonisation of Australia and
trkms this XKoo Effects on First Mations Acstralions.

Uncle Rick = Dusty’s wunche, who introduces him to surfingy
cultune and Country.

Diego = an older maighbour Dusty halps with jobs whike
trying Lo sowe money.

This text explores:

CONVERSATION STARTERS = racism
= the digial era
Questions to extend thinking... * family dynamicz and relationships

+ What dows Uncle Rick teach Dusty basides suding?

¢ Why is connaction to Country impotant in the
story?

+ How doos Dusty show reslionca whan facing
challenges at school and hama?

» What do you think Dusty's future might look loe
after the events of the book?

= datermination
= odolescence
= friendship

IF THEY LOVED THIS, TRY...

additional Information about the author...

ooy A il agocobbarie el Calypeo Summer by Jared Thamas
E g our leland by Anita Heiss

Tarres Strait onder Matecial Cultwr and At ot the | )
South Australion Musaum and the Unkersity of South pawt by Dick Roughesy
Sarry Day by Corinne Fanton

Australia, this coming of oge nowvel offers ganthe
insights into growing up, family and finding your place The Boy from the Mish by Gary
ina digital warld. Or fot LS orowgh

Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 4.



\f Wellbeing News ;5%’ o
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WEBINAR: Understanding Anxiety and Depression to Foster Resilience
DATE: Wednesday, 10 June 2026
TIME: 7:30 pm

Join international experts Dr Emma Woodward and Dr Joe Stammeijer as they share valuable insights into
recognising early signs of concern and practical approaches to supporting the wellbeing of young people.

This presentation forms part of a broader webinar series designed to strengthen mental health literacy across school
communities.

Topics in this session will include:
e Staying Calm and Connected
e Building Daily Routines

e Meeting the Needs of Neurodivergent Learners

Don't miss out.
FREE event.
Scan to register.

Online, Wednesday

10 June, 2026
.30 pm

Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader)
Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 5.
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Sport/Physical Education News

Eureka Division Netball

This Friday will see SFX being represented by 4 quality teams at the Eureka Division Netball tournament at Selkirk
Stadium. We have a Girls A, Boys/Mixed A, Girls B and a Boys/Mixed B team participating. Good luck to all of the
students and staff involved, we know that you will represent yourselves and our school proudly and with lots of
energy and enthusiasm.

2026 SFX SPORTS DATES
Term 2:
e Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML
& 6MM
o Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6)
e Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH,
3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS
e Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6
e Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football (Girls) @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree

e Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from
Yr3,4,5&6)

e Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6)

e Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6)

e Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3,4, 5 & 6)

SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to

Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office.

Have a fantastic week.

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator [ " £

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 6.



First Aid News

As we enter the colder months and peak cold and Flu Season it's important to support our students' understanding
of common health conditions that may affect their classmates and friends. We are sharing this Asthma Australia
resource to explain asthma in a child friendly way. We would encourage families to read through the information
with their children to promote awareness, understanding and empathy for those living with Asthma.

This is an Asthma Australia resource that gives a child friendly explanation of Asthma, what it is, how it can affect
breathing and how asthma medication helps.

This is particularly relevant given the increase in respiratory illnesses during winter and the importance of keeping
our school community safe and informed.

Many thanks

Andrea Grant, School First Aid Coordinator

What is asthma?

When you breathe, the air traveks in and out of your

lungs through tubes called airways. a
Alrways ars fubes
Having asthma rmeaans your sirweays are extra sansitive, that taka the alr

wou bireat e It

Lots of people in Australia have = il by aur lungs
asthma, 1 in every O people. Lungs

Haw many people in your closs howe osthma?

What does asthma feel like?

Things your lungs don't lke are called triggers. A .

These are things like smake, pollen, dust ar cold air, -“"lil F - P‘.
When you breathe something in that your ainways

don't like, they start o sgueezs tight, Thiz makes Chast  Ehoriness  Cough  Whesos
it hard to breathe! You might cough, wheezs or tighiness  of braath

feal wery puffed out,

What medicine do you need?

Thers are two main types of asthma medicine,
Reliewers and Preventers,

Relievers relax the muscles in your ainsays to make
it easier to breathe, Most kids with asthma have a
@ blus puffer called Asmal, Ventolin or Zempreon,

them less sansitive, Preventars come in all
sorts of differant co ours,

i."- l Preventers calm down the aireays to make
o

What else do you need? j
The best way to use a puffer, is by connecting it to a spacer. ‘ \\\T)I
A spacer is a big plastic tubs, _ T
It stops the medicing ending up all in the mouth instead of in the lungs. Bpacer  Puffar
ﬁ ASTHMA
AUSTRALIA

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 7.



P&F News
e P&F Meeting — Wednesday 10" June 2026 — 5.30pm in the Staff Room

e Hot Lunch Reminder — Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am
Thursday — no late orders will be taken — Volunteers needed to help pack — sign up available in your class

chat group

o Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays — they will then be
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the
same 1 or 2 people running this each week — if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on
0412 647 737. Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so | don’t need to — if we cannot get the
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out.
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.

e Uniform Shop Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open? Please see the ladies in the
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs.

All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10.

e RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program For June 2026 — 2.
St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate ya”s
in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount

Clear store.
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all. 8.



Attachments

[Nonidtry it (\ewstetter

Body and Blood of Christ Year A - June 7th, 2026

Incorporating the faith cemmunities of Ballan, Ballarat East, Bungaree, Buninyong, Clarke's Hal,

Dunsestown, Sordon & Springbank
Friests: Frs. Justin Driscoll B Shaiju Mathew

Staff: Cathy Prunty [ Farkh Co-ordinator] Finances lackle Wrigghkssarth

Matabe Cheason [Admin fssistant)
Email: ballrateasthipibaliarat. cathaodic ong.ais Email: Jeckiewriggessorthifibalarat catholc ong.au
Phomns  ou37 505 517 Phone 5337 7128

Our parishes are committed tothe safety, welbeing amd dignity ot 2l children, young pecple, and wulnerabibe adutts.

MINISTRY DISTRICT MASS5 TIMES

| Weekday Masses
Tuesday June g 11.00 am Mercy Place Ballarat East
Wednesday lune ot g.40 am St Afipivs’ Ballarat East
Thursday fure 135 W kG am St Brigid"s Ballan
N 1100 am Mecwacane Canadian
St Adipives” Ballarat East
Friday Jure 3™ g5 am s Satiarat B
; : 5t Michael™s Bungares
Saturday Jure 15 g.40 am St Afipivs’ Ballarat East
| Weekend Masses - 1™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sarturclay June 13" Sundlay June 147
. Buninyong
GO0 pm Ballarat East GO0 am Burezeres
. Ballarat East
G0 pm Springhank M. kG am Rallan
THIS WEEK'S READMMNGS
WE ASK YOUR PRAYERS FOR: The Body and Blood of Christ
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED Deuteronomy Biz-3, 14-1
Peter Davey, Russell Reid (Mildura) 1 Corinthians 10567
THOSE WHOSE ANMIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME John G558

Stan Blake, Timothy and Kristen Carty, Jack and
Patricia Carey, Edna Croshie, Michee| Davies, Judith
Dickson, George Dimech, Brian Foley, Myrtle Fuller,
Cranie]l Cresre, James Edward Jareis, Shelia MoCarting
Elizabeth Munn, Greg Plageman, Edna Quinlan, Maurice

NEXT WEEE'S READINGS
1" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Ryan, Paula Scott, Leo Tuddenham Exodus 1giz-6
THOSE WHD ARE LINWELL Romans 551
Oneveen Widdiison, Richard Wade Matthew gigh - 10i8

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.



UPCOMING DATES

June g @ 7
First Eucharist
ot Aliplus’ Parish

Junez 1%
St. Alipius® Parish Firance Committes
oo am = Pargh Hub
Jumne id®
Sk Alipius’ Parikh Litungy Committes
.30 prm = Parish Hub

June 3™ & g™
First Eucharise
Si Alipius’ Parsh

June 6™
Damasous @ 5t Brendan's
Celehration Mass
A0 am

EUCHARIST2E UpDaTE

The International Eucharistic Congress in Spdney in
2008 ["Eucharista8 ") will be a global gathering of
thee Church centred onthe Eucharizt, the source
ard summit of cur Christian lhees, culminating ina
Papal Mass with Pope Leo X i will be a festival
of faith, rich with worship, prayer, testimanies, art,
music = a truly *ance ina lifetime’ experience, and a
trarsformative moment for owr nation. This
rational joumey to Eucharista® i an inmvitation for
all of us to be set on fire by the Holy Spictt and
share in the breaking of the bread. The journey
beegling novew, in owr own hearts, in owr own
parishes. For momne informeation and regular
upcates, pheate register at the

webslte hitpsfegcharistadorgl

ACU CeNTsE FOR LITURGY

The ACL Ceritre for LEurgy offers parishes
specialived training and formation workshops, as
well 252 range of short courses. Firnd out more
at httpsypansea acweduanfabout -ac winstiutes-
academies-and-cerntresfacu-centre-for-
liturghyipastoral-training -

EMPLOYMENT DPFPORTUNITY: PROJECT AND
ENGAGEMENT COORDINATOR — PREVENTION
iN FarmH CommumiTiESs: BuiLpinG
RespeCTFUL COMMUNITIES (BALLARAT
Basen)

St Adipivs Parish invites. expressions of interest for a
part timee (8 hours per wesek) Project and
Engagement Coardinator for the Faith Communities
Focusing on Frevention: Bullding Respectful
Communities Project, funded through Respect
Ballarat. The Coordinator will forge connections
with faith commmumities in the Ballarat region and
suppart the delvery of workshops to build
confidence and capacity in the prevention of
gendered-violence ai part of the Bespect Ballarat
initiative. Read the position description

at e s orglanfep:
confentiphkiadsbraativnPosition -Deer ription-Faith-
Cparmumities-£ ngagesment-C pordinato r-day

2 pdf.

EUCHARIST CELERBRATIONS

Once again this weskend, we
werloome the children whao
have been preparing to recehae
the wacrament of Eucharist for
the first time. These children
prepare for the wacrament at
hame with their famiies wsing
a Dincesan resource called “Let the Children Come™.
Their preparation i supported by their schools which
teach related topics in their Religious Education
classes. ‘We congratulate these children and their
families for taking this firal step of their initiation
inta the Catholic churche Please keep them in your
[T

S
BAPTISMS
5s. Peter & Paul's Buninyong
Hunter James Ward
Son of Brayden and Felicity

5t Brigid"s Ballan
ey Collins Micchell
Daughter of Cory and Traoey

St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition.
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.
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Ministry District Dinner

Parishioners from across the Ministry District braved
some very ordinary weather on Wednesday everning
to gather at the Colden City Hotel for dinner.
Numbers were great and people enjoyed a catchup
and good meal

LITUAGY ROSTERS

Liturgy Rosters for the coming two months have
been emalied out. Coples of these rosters can also
be found on the sound desk in the church. Please
foel free to take one. Just a reminder to sign in each
time you are Involved in a ministry at Mass so that we
have our records up to date. Inktials are preferable to
atick. Ministers of the Word and Eucharist are
reminded that they are asked to welkome people to
Mass as they wakt for the priest prior to Mass
starting. We would be grateful if you could hand out
newsletters as well,

MINISTRY DISTRICT FINANCES

Maoving forward, income for each of the parishes in
the Ministry District will be published on the
budletin monthiy, using the format below. The
figures will be printed on the first weekend of each

ENCYCLICAL MAGNIFICA HUMANITAS BY

Pore Lz XIV

Clsudo Betti article in Eurela Street, Pope says Al
must serve humanity, not power, says The
impression is that the Pope reads our time as a
historikal phase marked by the meeting of two major
phenomena. On one side, the extraordinary growth
of technologhcal capabllities and the possibilities
offered by artificial intelfigence. On the other side,
the emergence of & culture where the language of
force, control, and competition gradualy replaces
cooperation, fraternity, and shared

responsbifity... Artificial inteligence represents the
historical context within which deeper guestions
emerge. The real Bsues concern the human person,
dignity, work, freedom, truth, power, and the future
of human coexistence... The encyclical is published
not only on the one hundred and thirty fifth
anniversary of Rerum Novarum. it i also
promulgated the day after Pentecost. it & difficult to
consider sich a coincidence rrelevant. if the
reference to Rerum Novarum places the document
within the great journey of Catholic Social Teaching,
the timing of Pentecost adds another dimension. At
Babel, human beings seek a single language. They
sweek uniformity, control, and power. At Pentecost,
something different happens. A new kinguage is not
bom. A language made new is born. Each person
continues to hear in their own language and history.
The Spirit does not eliminate differences. it makes
them understandable. Unity does not arise from
uniformity but from communion.

Anna Rowlands (Ourbam) University partikipated in
the launch of the Pope’s first encyclical at Magnifica
Humanities. Her address can be accessed Liate,
Anyone interested in joining Fr Justin in exploring this
landmark encyciical please contact the Parish Office

month. 0437 505 517.

St. Patrick’s | St Michael's | St Alipius’
Collections 1,066 | b1
Direct Debis 510 859 3820
Credit Card 2470
Envelopes s 230 1w084q
Tap ‘n Co Machines 160 o9t
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“Giver of breath and bread.”

Reflection on the Gospel
Body and Blood of Christ Year A

(John 6i51-58)

5 I watch the birds foraging for food in rmy
front yard, | am transported back to the
etry of Gerard Manly Hopkinz who
began The ‘Wreck of the Deutschiond with the
prayer! iThou mastering me God! giver of breath
and brezd.” Ewery oreature needs bresdand
every creature needs breath, ¥1 can't breathe®,
that ory of African American George Floyd has
echoed aoross the globe for ower six years now,
making both Pentecocst and Trinity strange
reminders of the right of all to the breath of life,
It wiill haunt us until we effect the conversion of
heart that eliminates white supremacy and every
form of violence,
As we celebrate Corpus Christi, we remember the
two billion ar mare across the globe who yearn
for "bread" in order to remain physically afve, e
cannat appreciate this feast and what it signifies
unless we have some appreciztion and some
satisfying axperience of the material reafity that
underpins the symbolism of bread and wine, At
the most basic level, this Feast iz about bread
broken and shared. it calls us to share our daily
bread with those who hunger and thirst.
Today's gospel passage belongs within a section
of John's gospel generally called the Bread of Life
Discowrse. Some scholars suggest that the
dizcourse as a whole iz cast in the form of a
synagogue homily, In this view, it is a3 rabbinic
type exposition of Exodus 165 and Psalm 7835
on the manna'bresd that God rains from hesvern,
In John ig+-58, there are allusions to Eucharist as
both meal and sacrifice. Jesus is the manna or
bread from heaven, Life comes from eating his
flesh{ody. It also comes from drinking his blood,

Veronica Lawson RSM

For the ancient Isrmefites, the life was in the
blood. Blood poured out is ke poured ocut. To
drink the wine/blood i to participate in the life of
Christ poured out,

An analogy from my own context might help us
to grasp something of the mystery that we call
Eucharist, My home town, Ballarat, is the site of
the Eureka rebelfion. The Eureka flag is housed in
a place of honour in the Mussum of Australian
Democracy at Eureka. At one level, this flag is
fabric and thread. At another, it far transcends
the materials from which it is orafted. These
materials were transformed, possibly by women
from our own parishy, into a2 symbol of freedom
for the Eureka rebels. In the process, they
changed their purpose and meaning; so too with
the bread and wine of our Eucharstic
celebrations, They have become, in a very real
though mystericus sense, the body and blood of
Christ. While we reflect on this mystery, we
ground our faith in action designed to address the
issue of global hunger and the circumstances that
inhibit access to Y“bread"” for all. The feast of the
Body and Elood of Christ invites us to careful
consurmption of the worlds resources so that all
God's people and all God's creatures may have
life,
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