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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
Mon 20th Apr-Fri 26th Jun 

 

Tuesday 9th June 
Swimming Program for  
2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 

4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML & 6MM 
 

Wednesday 10th June 
P&F Meeting 

5.30pm in the Staff Room 
 

Thursday 11th June 
Last day for Book Club  

Issue 4 orders 

 

Friday 12th June 
Division Netball @ Selkirk 
Stadium (selected Yr 5/6 

students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3LL 

 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th July, Tues 14th & 
Wed 15th July 

Year 6 Melbourne CYC 
Camp 

 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
Dear families, 

It has been a wonderful week back at school following my period of enrichment leave. I feel 
incredibly fortunate to have been granted this time away and equally grateful for the warm 
welcome I have received from all members of our school community upon my return. 

My leave provided a valuable opportunity to reflect on my role as leader of this community 
and on the profound privilege of my vocation as an educator within the Catholic system. The 
experience was rich and rewarding, filled with meaningful personal, professional, and spiritual 
encounters. I am deeply thankful for the opportunity to have undertaken this journey. 

A significant part of my time away was spent walking the ancient pilgrimage route known as 
the Camino de Santiago. Pilgrims have travelled this path for centuries, and I began my 
journey in the city of León, Spain. Over the course of several weeks, I walked through 
numerous villages, towns, and cities before eventually arriving in Santiago de Compostela, 
where I visited the tomb of St James the Apostle. Reaching this historic destination marked the 
culmination of the pilgrimage, and I was very pleased to arrive. 

What did I learn while walking? It is a fair question, and one for which the answer continues to 
unfold. Among many lessons, I was reminded that meaningful achievements are rarely gained 
without effort and perseverance. One purposeful step at a time is often all that is required to 
move us towards our goals. Although I chose to walk alone, I was never truly alone. My days 
were filled with moments of joy and discovery, praise and gratitude, as well as periods of 
frustration, uncertainty, and the occasional discomfort of blisters, aching joints, and tired 
muscles. Yet at the end of each day, there was always a sense of accomplishment and an 
opportunity to prepare for the journey ahead. 

Throughout my travels, the Saint Francis Xavier community was never far from my thoughts or 
prayers. In keeping with a long-standing pilgrimage tradition, a small piece of quartz—
collected from our top oval—now rests at the foot of the Iron Cross on Mount Irago. For 
generations, pilgrims have left a reminder of home at this sacred site as both an offering and a 
prayer for protection along the journey. 

While I feel truly blessed to have experienced this special time away, the warmth of the 
welcome I received from our students and staff upon my return reminded me of a simple 
truth: there really is no place like home.  

God bless, 

 

Mark Hogbin 

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 
Tuesday 9th June 2026 

Term 2 Week 8 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   
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Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you!  
I would like to publicly acknowledge and thank Mrs. Jane Clark and Jayne Mohr who stepped 
into the role of Principal while I was away from our school. Knowing that our school 
community was left in the hands of such a capable team meant that I could step away without 
hesitation. For this I am very grateful. I would also like to acknowledge the support shown by 
our Organisational Leadership team; Michael Marshall, Christine Meneely and Lindy Harty 
who assisted in so many ways. Of course, a big Thanks to our wonderful staff and students 
who work together every day to ensure that all runs smoothly at our great school. Thank You! 

Swimming Program 
Our swimming program is well and truly underway at our new venue, Federation University. 
We have received very positive feedback from the staff at the swim center regarding the 
manners and attitude of our students. Well done children, we are proud of you! 

School Closure Day 
Thanks to all families for your support of our school closure day last Friday. The teachers spent 
this day developing their understandings of the Auslan program which we teach in our school. 
Auxiliary staff spent time learning about student support and wellbeing. 

Cover Up Clothes 
In case we needed reminding, it has been very wet lately! Children are asked to bring a cover 
up top and a change of shoes if they would like to play on the paddocks or top oval at school. 
Gumboots might be a great option but anything that can be changed quickly is a good idea. If 
you would like your child to wear cover up pants as well that’s fine. 
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Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Sacrament of Eucharist Reminder  

For all children in Year Four or older who have received the Sacraments of Confirmation and 
Reconciliation, the celebration of First Eucharist will continue during parish Masses across the 
following dates: 

June 13th – St Alipius, 5:00pm 

June 14th – St Alipius, 10:30am 

Please keep these dates in mind as we look forward to supporting our students as they 
receive this special sacrament. 

If you have any queries or concerns, please contact Natalie or Cathy at the Parish Office on 
5332 6611. 

 
Curriculum News 

 

Seesaw posts and visits: 
As the term is progressing along, many Seesaw posts are being uploaded. 
Please take a look at your child's portfolio and see some 'real' time learning. 
Adding a comment always gives a boost to both the children and their 
teachers! 

 
Semester One reports: 
Currently teachers are working on moderating and 
formulating your child's/ren work samples and 
testing results to ensure that their reports are 
accurate and up to date. I thank them for the 
energy, thoroughness, sincerity, and 
professionalism that they bring to their report writing. As communicated to families, 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School continues its firm commitment to working in partnership 
with parents/carers to enable our children to achieve their best. Our end of Semester One 
reports will be made available via PAM on Thursday 25th June. 
 

Numeracy at home:  
The Victorian Government has released a range 
of resources aimed to support parents, called 
Mathematics and numeracy at home.  As their 
child’s first teacher, families can play an 
important role in helping develop their children’s 
numeracy skills from an early age. 
 

•    A range of short videos with captions in multiple translations 

•    Daily numeracy activity ideas 

•    Conversation prompts 

Enjoy week 8. 

 

                                      Jane Clark, Deputy Principal / Learning Enhancement 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/mathematics-and-numeracy-home
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Year 4 - Book Snapshot 
We invite you to explore our Book Snapshot to see what Year 4 students are reading, writing and learning about. 
Make sure to check out the question prompts to get the conversations flowing! 

 

 

 

Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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WEBINAR: Understanding Anxiety and Depression to Foster Resilience 
DATE: Wednesday, 10 June 2026 
TIME: 7:30 pm 

Join international experts Dr Emma Woodward and Dr Joe Stammeijer as they share valuable insights into 
recognising early signs of concern and practical approaches to supporting the wellbeing of young people. 

This presentation forms part of a broader webinar series designed to strengthen mental health literacy across school 
communities. 

Topics in this session will include: 

• Staying Calm and Connected 

• Building Daily Routines 

• Meeting the Needs of Neurodivergent Learners 

 

 

 
 
 

 
       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 

   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au               
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 
Eureka Division Netball 
This Friday will see SFX being represented by 4 quality teams at the Eureka Division Netball tournament at Selkirk 
Stadium. We have a Girls A, Boys/Mixed A, Girls B and a Boys/Mixed B team participating. Good luck to all of the 
students and staff involved, we know that you will represent yourselves and our school proudly and with lots of 
energy and enthusiasm. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 8 - Tuesday June 9th - Swimming Program - students from 2TS, 2GJ, 3LL, 4KB, 4ZA, 4RR, 5CC, 5LD, 5ML 
& 6MM 

• Week 8 - Friday June 12th - Division Netball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 

3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football (Girls) @ C.E. Brown Res, Wendouree 

 
Term 3: 

• Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from 
Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

• Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a fantastic week. 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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First Aid News 
 
As we enter the colder months and peak cold and Flu Season it's important to support our students' understanding 
of common health conditions that may affect their classmates and friends. We are sharing this Asthma Australia 
resource to explain asthma in a child friendly way. We would encourage families to read through the information 
with their children to promote awareness, understanding and empathy for those living with Asthma.  
This is an Asthma Australia resource that gives a child friendly explanation of Asthma, what it is, how it can affect 
breathing and how asthma medication helps.  
This is particularly relevant given the increase in respiratory illnesses during winter and the importance of keeping 
our school community safe and informed.  
 
Many thanks  
 
 

Andrea Grant, School First Aid Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

• P&F Meeting – Wednesday 10th June 2026 – 5.30pm in the Staff Room 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For June 2026 – 
St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate 
in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount 
Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
 
 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         10. 

 

 

 
 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         11. 

 

 

 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         12. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


