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Term 2 (10 weeks) 
 

Mon 15th – Fri 19th June 
Swimming Program for  

1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 3JT, 
3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

 

Friday 19th June 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) tbc 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5CC 

 

Mon 22nd – Wed 24th June 
Golf Clinics for Yr 5/6  

 

Wednesday 24th June 
GWR Football @ C.E. Brown 

Reserve Wendouree 
 

Friday 26th June 
Last day of term 2 

2.20pm finish 
 

Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1EM 

 

Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th-Wed 15th July 
Year 6 Melbourne CYC 

Camp 
 

Friday 17th July 
Start of Term 3 Mass 

 

No Assembly today 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 

Over recent weeks, our parish community has been celebrating a very special milestone as our 
students receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist. By the completion of this weekend’s 
celebrations, Fr Justin will have welcomed more than 100 students to the table of the Lord in a 
most memorable way. 

What special memories do you carry from significant moments in your life? We often look 
back on important occasions as stepping stones in our personal growth and development. 
Whether in sport, school, family life, or faith, certain experiences remain with us long after 
they have passed. I still remember receiving my pen licence (although, judging by my 
handwriting today, I’m not entirely sure how I earned it!) and I certainly remember receiving 
the sacraments surrounded by family and friends. These occasions marked important 
moments of growth and achievement. 

The Catholic Church celebrates seven sacraments, each representing significant stages in our 
faith journey. Following Baptism, children typically receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 
First Eucharist, and Confirmation during their primary school years. As adults, some may 
choose to celebrate the Sacraments of Marriage or Holy Orders and later receive the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. These sacred moments continue to guide and strengthen 
us throughout our lives. 

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to all students from 
our school and parish who are receiving the Sacrament of First 
Eucharist at this time. May God bless you and your families as 
you celebrate this special occasion and continue your journey 
of faith. 

Kind regards. 

God bless,  

 

Mark Hogbin 

 
End of Term – Start of Term 

Classes cease for second term on Friday 26 June at 2.20pm. We will 
commence third term on Monday 13 July at 9.00am. Happy holidays 
everyone. 
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Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

 
 
 
 
 

First Semester Reports 
The first semester reports will be released on our Parent Access Module (PAM) on Thursday 25 
June at 4.00pm. Please take time to download and read your child’s report before having a 
great discussion with your children about their learning over the holiday break. Let’s celebrate 
learning together! 
 

 
Celebrating the Eucharist 
 
Over the past three weeks, we have had the joy of 
celebrating the Sacrament of Eucharist with many of our 
students and their families. 
 
We congratulate all those students who received their First 
Eucharist and thank the families, staff and parish members 
who supported them along the way. It has been a beautiful 
time of faith, reverence and celebration in our community. 
 
 
 

 

This Week’s Gospel – Sent on a Mission (Matthew 9:36 – 10:8) 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus sees the crowds and is filled with compassion for them. He then 
sends out his disciples with a clear mission — to bring hope, healing and peace to others. 
 

The disciples are not sent because they are perfect or have all the answers. They are sent 
because they are willing. 
 

This Gospel reminds us that we are all called to make a difference in the lives of others 
through simple acts of kindness, care and compassion. 
 
A message for families: 
This week we also celebrate the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which reminds us of Jesus’ 
deep love for all people. 
 

We recognise Refugee Week (June 14–20) and World Refugee Day (June 20), which invite us 
to reflect on the experiences of those who have been forced to leave their homes and seek 
safety. 
 

These moments call us to respond with understanding, compassion and a willingness to 
welcome others — just as Jesus calls his disciples to do. 
 
A family reflection: 
How can we show compassion to others in our everyday lives? 
 

What is one way we can make someone feel welcome and supported this week? 
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Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

Our challenge for the week: 
Choose one small action this week that shows compassion for others. 
 

• Welcome or include someone new 
• Offer help to someone in need 
• Speak kindly and show understanding 
 

Small acts of compassion can make a big difference. 

 
Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 

 

Curriculum News 
 

Year 5 Writing! 
Year 5 students have been working hard in English this 
semester, exploring the powerful novels Black Cockatoo and 
Dirrarn. Through these rich and thought-provoking texts, 
students examined important themes, character 
development, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
perspectives. Be sure to check out our Book Snapshot to 
learn more about these engaging books and the learning 
that has taken place in the classroom. 
 

Throughout the semester, students developed their 
understanding of Information Texts and created their own 
informative pieces based on their learning. They also 
showcased their creativity by writing a narrative piece as a 

third instalment inspired by the series. Congratulations to Noah and Austin, who were 
selected to share their writing. 
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Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader 
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If your household is anything like mine, watching sport is a big deal!  

In the last couple of weeks I’ve caught glimpses of AFL, Rugby League, Motorsports, Netball, Soccer and Basketball as 
I wander past the TV.  

As a “reformed Queenslander”, my family and I are eagerly awaiting this Wednesday's State of Origin game! 

An athlete's truly incredible accomplishment is not only their natural ability; but developing the mental strength 
needed to get them to the top level of competition. 

We have so many wonderful conversations watching high level performances and gut-wrenching defeats.  Sport can 
offer us numerous opportunities for teaching our children about perseverance, goal-setting, resilience, gratitude, 
adaptability and teamwork. Although most of us will never achieve or compete at such high levels, we can use these 
athletes as examples to help our children learn about what it takes to achieve great results and develop a growth 
mindset. 

We can help our children develop a growth mindset by: 

·  being curious about other ideas, learning tactics and solutions to problems 

·  looking at failure as a learning opportunity- in fact replace the word “failing” with the word “learning” 

·  using the power of “yet” (e.g. “I can’t do that“ versus “I can’t do that….yet!”) 

·  learning we only improve if we keep trying 

·  viewing challenges as opportunities 

Attached at the end of today’s newsletter is an interesting article about the role parents play in 
helping their children develop a growth mindset.  

Have a wonderful week! 

       Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
   Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                                            

 
Sport/Physical Education News 

 

Eureka Division Netball 
Our Year 6 girls and boys netballers made Villa extremely proud at last week’s Eureka Division netball tournament with 
their athletic ability, willingness to learn and sense of good fun. Congratulations to all of these students for their 
efforts.  
 

Well done to the Mixed A team who finished 3rd overall in their division, the Mixed B team who finished 2nd, the Girls 
B who won their Grand Final, and congratulations to the Girls A team who won a tense Grand Final and have progressed 
to this Friday’s Regional Finals at Selkirk Stadium. We know that you will represent our school and yourselves with 
pride and continue to play with great energy and fun! 
 

A huge thank you to Mrs Boyd, Mrs Hanrahan, Rauf, Bree and Mrs Barclay for your support and coaching on the day. 
 

We would like to acknowledge all of the families and friends that came along to support our teams, your energy and 
support is greatly appreciated. 

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 2: 

• Week 9 - Monday June 15th - Friday June 19th - Swimming Program - students from 1GH, 1EM, 1GT, 2MH, 
3JT, 3ZP, 6PB & 6JS 

• Week 9 - Friday June 19 - GWR Netball (Girls) @ Selkirk Stadium, Wendouree 
• Week 10 - Monday June 22nd - Wednesday June 24th - Golf Clinics - students in Yr 5 & 6 
• Week 10 - Wednesday June 24th - GWR Football (Girls) @ C.E. Brown Reserve, Wendouree 

 
Term 3: 

• Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from Yr 3, 
4, 5 & 6) 

• Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) 
• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a fantastic week. 
 

 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class 
chat group 
  

• Milkshake Mondays continue Monday at first break     
$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few times each term so that we are not reliant on the 
same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737.  Please don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the 
volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
 

• Uniform Shop    Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the 
office if you wish to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the 
P&F to help you with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• RYANS IGA COMMUNITY REWARDS Program    For June 2026 – 
St Francis Xavier Primary School has been selected to participate 
in the Ryan’s IGA Community Rewards program at the Mount 
Clear store. 
If you are in the area, pop in and collect your groceries and put you tokens in our token box 
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Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    12th June 2026    Hosted by 3LL     Theme: Justice 
We treat others the way we would like to be treated.  

Compassion means to feel the suffering of others and to help ease that suffering.  
We show compassion to others because Jesus teaches us how to care. 

 

FLP Hunter Mitchell and Gabriella Schweida 4RR Rome Davis and Charlie Irving 

FJS Curtis Slade & Chelsea Tiley  4ZA Paddy Robinson & Hazel De Lorenzo 

FBO Remi Grant and Oliver Foster 4KB Milla Nicholson & Jude Reus 

FTW Ella Brady and Emerson Somerville 5CC Mackenzie Donnelly and Sophie Knowles  

1GH Elliott Evans and Daphne Reus 5LD James Cyples and Tara Lloyd 

1EM Teddy Veal and Ivy Miller 5ML Macie Lloyd and Lenny Owins  

1GT Harry Carter and Ollie Quinlan 6PB 

No Year 6 Awards- Netball 2GJ Maya Loader and Will Green 6JS 

2MH Aria Steinman and Tex Olszewski 6MM 

2TS Ava Segrott and Jack Hingston 
EE/ 
Sci 

Willow Prato and Harper Phelan -for cleaning up 
rubbish after others left it behind.  
 
Olive Miceli- for extending her knowledge of the 
solar system by continuing her learning at home.  
 
Sophie McNeil- for her amazing knowledge on 
space.  

3LL 
Alfie Waldron 
Harvey Mason 
Lachy Hatt 

PA  

3JT Odie Brooks & Yael Vasserman VA Mia Cadogan & Alfie Waldron (3LL) 

3ZP Charlotte Carter & Flynn Williams PE Oskar Olszewski (4KB) & Rome Davis (4RR) 

  Tch Yael Vasserman (3JT) & Pali Shrestha (FTW) 

Principal’s Award:  No award this week 
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Community News 
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