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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Mon 13th-Wed 15th July 
Yr 6 Melbourne CYC Camp 

 

Thursday 16th July 
Victorian State Cross 

Country 
 

Friday 17th July 
9.30am Start of Term 3 

Mass in school gym 
 

No Assembly today 

 

Monday 20th July 
Silver Coin Challenge starts 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Thursday 30th July 
Last day for Book Club 

Issue 5 orders 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Sat 22nd – Fri 28th August 
Book Week 

 

Monday 24th August 
Book Week Dress Up Day 

“Symphony of Stories” 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to Term Three! I hope everyone enjoyed a restful and refreshing break. While the 
winter holidays may not offer an abundance of sunshine, the opportunity to pause, recharge, 
and spend time with family and friends is always valuable after a busy term. 

As always, we have an exciting and eventful term ahead. Our Year Six students headed off to 
camp this morning, and we look forward to hearing about their adventures when they return. 
On Friday at 9.30am, we will gather in the gym for our Beginning of Term Mass. Families are 
warmly invited to join us as Fr Justin leads our community in prayer. During this special 
celebration, we will also acknowledge and give thanks for the rich culture, history, and 
contributions of our Indigenous communities as 
we mark NAIDOC Week in our school. 

Once again, our term will run for ten weeks, so 
be sure to pack the winter woollies as we 
embrace another season of learning, growth, 
and opportunity together at Saint Francis 
Xavier School. 

I look forward to sharing the term ahead with 
you all. 

Kind regards, 

God bless,  

 
Mark Hogbin 

 
 

 
Traffic Around Our School 
Please be mindful of the traffic conditions outside our school. The 

start and end of each day can be very busy, so we all need to be 

mindful of the need to protect the safety of our children and all in 

our community as we enter and exit the school gates. 
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Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Trivia Night 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for a New School Term 

Loving God, 

As a new term starts today, 

Walk beside us on our way. 

Help us learn and help us grow, 

In all we do and all we know.  

May we be kind in word and deed, 

Ready to help a friend in need. 

May we listen, share and care, 

Building community everywhere. 

Bless our teachers, families too, 

Who guide and support through and through. 

Together as one school family, 

May we grow in faith and unity. 

Fill our hearts with hope and joy, 

As we use each gift You employ. 

Amen. 

 

Improvements to Our School Grounds 
While we were on holidays much work began around our school 
to improve playing surfaces and resources for all students. Our 
paddock play area now has some new and exciting play spaces, 
and work has commenced to create a new sandpit near the lower 
oval. We have also commenced work on tidying up an old garden 
bed near the music room and our adventure playground is being 
prepared for a new rubber underlay which will create a soft and 
clean surface for the children playing in this area. Recent rains 
have slowed down our progress a little, but we are hopeful of 
completing work soon. 
 

If your child would like to play in the paddock areas or top oval, 
please note that cover up clothing is required at this time of year. 
 
Year Six Camp    Our Year six students started the term with a trip to Melbourne to experience 
all the city has to offer. We wish our senior students and staff well and look forward to hearing 
of their adventures when they return. 

 
 
Congratulations Ms. Toohey! 
Congratulations to Mrs. and Mr. Toohey (Yr.3JT) on the arrival of 
little Maeve Elizabeth who was born during the holidays. We wish 
you a lifetime of love and happiness as you all settle into life 
together. 
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Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

 
 
Term 3 Mass- NAIDOC Week 
 
We warmly welcome everyone back to Term 3 and invite families to 
join us this Friday for our NAIDOC Mass, which will be celebrated at 
9:30am in the school gym. 
 
This special Mass brings our school community together to celebrate 
the Eucharist while also recognising NAIDOC Week, a time to honour 
the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. 
 
This celebration reminds us that God’s love is like a seed planted 
within us. When we take the time to listen, learn and care for one 
another, those seeds can grow and flourish. 

  
This Week’s Gospel – The Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1–23) 
In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus tells the story of a sower scattering seeds. Some seeds fall on rocky ground, some 
among thorns, and some on rich soil where they grow and flourish. 
This parable reminds us that the way we listen, respond and act shapes how we grow. When we are open, patient 
and willing to learn, we create the conditions for good things to take root in our lives. 
 

A message for families: 
As previously mentioned, this week also connects with NAIDOC Week, a time to honour and celebrate the history, 
culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It is an opportunity for us to listen, learn 
and walk together with respect. 
Throughout July, we also recognise Plastic Free July, encouraging us to take small steps to care for our environment 
and reduce waste. 
 

A family reflection: 
What helps us grow and flourish as individuals and as a family? 
How can we be more open to learning from others and caring for our world? 
 

Our challenge for the week: 
Choose one small action this week that helps something positive grow. 
• Show kindness and patience 
• Listen carefully and learn from others  
• Reduce waste and care for the environment 
 

Small actions, done with care, help good things grow. 
 
 
 

Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
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Curriculum News 
 
Semester One Reports on PAM 

 
 

Your child’s school report was made available on PAM late last term. Thank you for 
taking the time to read it and discuss it with your child. These conversations play an 
important role in strengthening the home–school partnership and supporting your 
child’s learning through a shared commitment between home and school. 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Event Book Week 2026 
 
Book Week 2026 
Book Week is a much-anticipated annual celebration at St Francis Xavier, inspiring a love of reading and bringing 
stories to life through literature, imagination and dress-ups. It is a wonderful opportunity for children to celebrate 
books and the joy of reading. Please save the date, with further information to follow. 
Book Week begins on Monday 24 August (Week 7). We will kick off the week with our Book Week Dress-Up Day on 
Monday 24 August. Each year, Book Week features a new theme. This year's theme is "Symphony of Stories." 
 
NAPLAN 2026 
Today we received the individual NAPLAN student reports from ACARA (Australian Curriculum, Assessment and 
Reporting Authority). These reports will be distributed to families of students in Years 3 and 5 this week. 
We look forward to another wonderful Term 3 together. 
 

 
 

 

 
                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
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School Mornings Without the Stress 

After the relaxed pace of the school holidays, getting back into the school routine can be a challenge! For many 
families, mornings are one of the busiest and most stressful parts of the day. 

Why are mornings so hard? Sometimes they can feel like the perfect storm! There are lots of things to do in a limited 
amount of time. Children don't always appreciate that the clock is ticking, while parents are trying to get everyone 
ready for school and work. Before long, stress levels rise, voices get louder, tears appear and someone inevitably 
forgets their lunchbox! 

The good news is that a consistent and predictable morning routine can help reduce the chaos and make mornings 
feel calmer for everyone. When children know what is expected and what comes next, they are more likely to feel 
organised, confident and ready for the day ahead. 

Here are a few simple tips that may help: 

• Prepare the night before. Pack lunches, lay out uniforms and make sure everything needed for the next day 
is ready to go. 

• Use a simple checklist. If your child finds it difficult to stay on track, a visual prompt can be a great reminder. 
Keep it simple: Get dressed → Eat breakfast → Brush teeth → Put on shoes → Then play. 

• Prioritise sleep. A consistent bedtime routine (including weekends where possible) helps children wake 
feeling refreshed. Everything is harder when we're tired! 

• Keep breakfast simple. Healthy options with limited choices can help avoid unnecessary negotiations. 
• Create a 'launch pad'. Keep school bags, hats, drink bottles, library books, reading folders and Mykis 

together in one designated spot to avoid those last-minute searches. 

Remember, no family has perfect mornings every day. Small changes to your routine can make a big difference over 
time and help everyone start the day feeling calmer and more connected. 

If you'd like some additional ideas, the following article offers practical strategies for getting children up, organised 
and out the door with less stress and conflict. 

School Mornings Without the Stress 
https://childmind.org/article/school-mornings-without-the-stress/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 

 

 

                                                  Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
                                                  Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au        
 
 

https://childmind.org/article/school-mornings-without-the-stress/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Welcome back to another huge term for sport at SFX. There are lots of exciting events that we are looking forward to 
participating in, the big ones being Division Basketball and Athletics.  
 
State Cross Country 
We wish Nellie and Lawrence all the very best as they represent themselves and our school at this Thursday's 
Victorian State Cross Country event at the Yarra Valley Racecourse. We expect that the conditions will be tough but 
know that you both will give your absolute best. Good luck Nellie and Lawrence! 
 
Greater Western Region AFL 
What a wonderful day for our Girls AFL team at last term's Greater Western Region finals. 
The girls represented our school with pride, determination and incredible teamwork, finishing as runners-up after a 
fantastic tournament. Their effort, sportspersonship and skill were on display all day and they should be extremely 
proud of what they achieved. 
A huge congratulations to every player and thank you to the families and supporters who helped make the day so 
fantastic. 
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2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 1 - Thursday July 16th - Victorian State Cross Country 
• Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from Yr 

3, 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) *also a 

student free day 
• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a brilliant week. 
 

 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         8. 

 

 

P&F News 
 

• Silver Coin Challenge – BRING IN ALL YOUR SPARE CHANGE 
Starts next Monday 20th July – runs for 2 weeks 
How Silver coin challenge works - each class are provided a container, children can bring in coins throughout 
the 2 week period, the class (1 from each year level) who collects the most amount of money will then have 
a pizza lunch as their prize at a date selected by the school – thanks to Carboni’s 

  
• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
  Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class  
   chat group 

 
• Milkshake Mondays will commence next Monday at first break 

              $1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshake Mondays a few times each term so that we are not reliant 
on the same 1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact 
Lisa on 0412 647 737 and come and learn next Monday at our first Milkshake Monday for term 2.  Please 
don’t think that someone else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the volunteers to co-ordinate 
this each week we will not be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  

  
• Uniform Shop 

Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you 
with any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 
  

• SAVE THE DATES:   Trivia Night – Friday 4th September 
                                                 School Disco – Thursday 17th September 
  

• DONATIONS/PRIZES needed 
As part of our Trivia night, we run a silent auction as well as a Raffle on the night – if you are able to assist 
with a Donation/Prize, please reach out to a member of our P&F or leave your donation in the office.  
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Attachments 
 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    26th June 2026    Hosted by 1EM     Theme: Excellence 
We show our personal best.  

Excellence means being the best person we can be.  
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did 

 

FLP 
Oliver McMaster and  
Sage Buenen 

4RR Freddie Brown & Finn Burbidge 

FJS Layla Marshall & Tilly Dridan  4ZA Noah McGregor & Lachie Purtell 

FBO Hallie Graham and Arthur Madigan 4KB Harrison Madigan & Tex Brown 

FTW Archer Smyth and Harry Stanley 5CC Casey Hartup and Jagger Van Langevelde 

1GH Peyton Hartup and Dinvi Kariyawasam 5LD Archie Gerdtz & Lawrence Wilson 

1EM Lenny Richards and Aiden Graham 5ML Myah Rivett and Austin Roberts  

1GT Evie Edgar and Atlas Moscaritolo 6PB Joe Trigg and Minka Henjak 

2GJ Charlie Johnson and Millie Van Gaans 6JS 
Jackson Roberts, Lucy Bromley and Betsy 
Nicholson 

2MH Murphy Daniel and Georgie Dwyer 6MM Alexis Toohey and Sonny Troon 

2TS Parker Davis & Lola Troon EE/Sci 3LL 

3LL Billie Dodd & Spencer Manning PA 
Oscar Johnson and Odie Brooks for excellence in 
helping others during performing arts 

3JT Greyson Broadbent & Daisy Whittlam VA Lily Martin, Mason Cadogan & Luciana Schweida 

3ZP Lachie White & Polly O’Loughlin PE Stevie Smith (1GT) & George Ellis (1GH) 

  Tch Archie Gerdtz (5LD) & Percy Veal (5CC) 

Principal’s Award:  Layla Marshall and Mila Bridges for keeping our school yard clean and tidy  
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Community News 
 
 
 

 
 

TERM 3 2026 GROUPS 
 
Circle of Security – 8-week program: Designed for parents and carers of children aged 0-12 
years who want to strengthen their relationship with their children. 
Tuning in to Toddlers – 6-week program: Suitable for parents and carers with a child/children 
from 18 months to 4 years of age. This course gives parents information about their toddler’ 
brain, physical and emotional development. 
Tuning in to Kids - 6-week program: For parents and carers of children 1 to 11 years of age. 
Parents learn different ways to talk with and understand their child. 
Tuning in to Teens - 6-week program: For parents and carers of children 12 to 18 years of 
age. Parents learn different ways to talk with and understand their child, as well as how to help 
their young person manage emotions and deal with conflict. 
Dads Tool Kit – 8-week program: For dads/male carers to learn about how to meet their 
children’s and family’s needs. 
Dads Tool Kit Intensive- 2-day program (8 th and 15 th September): For dads to learn about 
how to meet their children’s and family’s needs  
Dad’s Baby Bag – For new or expecting Dads/Caregivers to build understanding of baby’s 
developmental needs.. 
Dad’s Tuning in to Kids-For male parents and caregivers of children 1 to 11 years of age. 
Learn different ways to communicate with and understand their child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


