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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Monday 20th July 
Silver Coin Challenge starts 

 

Wednesday 22nd July 
Compulsory Confirmation 

Parent Information Session: 
attend either 10.30am or 
6.00pm at St Alipius Hall 

 

Friday 24th July 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4RR 
 

Thursday 30th July 
Last day for Book Club 

Issue 5 orders 
 

Friday 31st July 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 3ZP 

 

Last day of Silver Coin 
Challenge 

 

Saturday 1st August 
1pm School Choir at 

Mt Clear College 
 

Friday 7th August 
Ballarat Catholic Primary 

Schools Athletics @ 
Llanberris (selected Yr 3, 4, 

5 & 6 students) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FBK 

 

Friday 14th August 
Pupil free day (to be 

confirmed) 
 

Division Basketball @ 
Selkirk Stadium (selected  

Yr 5/6 students) 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Sat 22nd – Fri 28th August 
Book Week 

 

Monday 24th August 
Book Week Dress Up Day 

“Symphony of Stories” 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

Dear families, 
 
We commenced the new term last week and it was great to see everyone back. From all 
accounts, there were many adventures to be had over the winter break and I’m sure that 
despite the cool weather, a good time was had by all. 
 
We came together on Friday to celebrate our start of term Mass in the gym, with Fr. Justin. 
This was an extra special celebration because we celebrated NAIDOC week at the same time. 
We were welcomed to country by our very good friend and Indigenous elder, Jenna Oldaker, 
who spoke to us about the importance of caring for the land on which we gather. Fr. Justin 
also spoke to us about being reverent to the land. How as custodians we can honor and 
celebrate this beautiful environment that we call our school. 
 
I am always delighted to see our students 
participating in liturgical celebrations together. As 
a Catholic school we are proud of who we are and 
what we stand for. Our children are learning the 
importance of celebrating faith in community and 
how this helps to bring about the reign of God 
here on earth. Or, in the case of our setting, here 
at Saint Francis Xavier school. Let’s have a great 
term everyone as we learn, live and grow 
together. 
 
God bless,  

 
Mark Hogbin 

 
 

Cover Up Clothes 
The ground is certainly very wet at the moment. We encourage all students to bring cover up 
clothing to school each day if they would like to play in the paddocks, ovals or bush areas of 
our school.  
 
Calling All Gardeners 
Are you a gardener, or would you like to become one? If so, we would love to hear from you. 
Mrs. Haywood is looking at doing some tree planting in the coming weeks and would love 
some creative hands to help her out. We involve the students whenever and wherever we can 
but sometimes we might need some big hands behind the shovel! Please contact Olivia 
Haywood or the office staff if you would like to become involved. 
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Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends 
Liturgy (to be confirmed) 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Trivia Night 
 

Wednesday 9th September 
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Division Tennis @ Ballarat 

Regional Tennis Centre 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GT 
 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 
 
 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
A reminder to our Year 3 families that enrolments are now open for the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 
The compulsory Parent Information Session will be held on Wednesday 22 July at 
St Alipius Hall, with two sessions available: 10:30 am, or 6:00 pm 
Families only need to attend one of these sessions. 
Confirmation will be celebrated on Tuesday 15 September at 6:00 pm at 

Damascus College. 
If you haven't yet completed your child's enrolment, please do so as soon as possible. Full 
details, including the enrolment link and preparation requirements, are available in the 
information letter sent home by St Alipius Parish. 
If you have any questions, please contact Cathy Prunty, Parish Sacramental Coordinator, 
through the St Alipius Parish Office on 53326611.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 
Curriculum News 

 
NAPLAN  
You should have received your child's hard copy NAPLAN Individual 
Student Report last week, with a digital copy also available on PAM. If 
you have not received either copy, please contact the school office. At 
St Francis Xavier, we are proud of our students' NAPLAN achievements. 
While these results provide a valuable snapshot of learning, our ongoing 
focus is on supporting every child to grow and flourish in literacy and 

numeracy, while also nurturing success across all areas of the curriculum. We are committed 
to helping each student reach their full potential through rich, creative and engaging learning 
experiences. 
 
Upcoming Event - Book Week 2026 
Book Week is a much-anticipated annual 
celebration at St Francis Xavier, inspiring 
a love of reading and bringing stories to 
life through literature, imagination and 
dress-ups. It is a wonderful opportunity 
for children to celebrate books and the joy of reading. Please save the date, with further 
information to follow.  
Book Week begins on Monday 24 August (Week 7). We will kick off the week with our Book 
Week Dress-Up Day on Monday 24 August. Each year Book Week features a new theme. This 
year's theme is "Symphony of Stories." 
 

Seesaw 
Seesaw posts will begin again this week! Seesaw is a wonderful way for 
families to stay connected with your child's learning by celebrating their 
work, achievements and classroom experiences. We encourage you to visit 
Seesaw regularly to see what your child has been learning and to keep up 
to date with what's happening in their classroom. 

 
 
Enjoy your week. 
 
 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Teaching & Learning 
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Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 6JS 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 4ZA 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

This term, our Social and Emotional Learning lessons will focus on the topics of Help Seeking 
and Gender Norms and Stereotypes.  

Students will develop an understanding of when and how to seek support from trusted adults 
and peers, recognising that asking for help is a sign of strength.  

They will also explore how gender stereotypes can influence the way people think, act and are 
treated, while learning to value diversity, challenge unfair assumptions and foster respectful, 
inclusive relationships.  

These lessons aim to build students' confidence, empathy and wellbeing, helping them to 
create positive and respectful communities both at school and beyond. 

 

Did you miss the recent SchoolTV webinar about understanding anxiety and depression? In 
this session, Dr Emma Woodward and Dr Joe Stammeijer shared practical insights and 
strategies on how to: 

• stay calm and connected 

• build daily routines 

• meet the needs of neurodivergent learners 

A recording is now available to replay until Monday 3 August. Don’t forget to download a 
copy of the KEYpoints Flyer to help support conversations at home. 

Click below to watch: 

Understanding Anxiety and Depression to Foster Resilience (Part II) 

https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/webinar/understanding-anxiety-and-depression-
foster-resilience-part-ii  

 

 

 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au        

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/keypoint/webinar-understanding-anxiety-depression-foster-resilience-part-ii
http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/webinar/understanding-anxiety-and-depression-foster-resilience-part-ii
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/webinar/understanding-anxiety-and-depression-foster-resilience-part-ii
https://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/webinar/understanding-anxiety-and-depression-foster-resilience-part-ii
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Music News 
 

Over the last few months our choir has been busily preparing for their performance with the 'Boite School's Chorus'. 
This is a large-scale event that combines choirs from all over Ballarat! 

During this time our choir has shown wonderful commitment and growth as they rehearsed a collection of songs 
from Ghana.  

Their performance is on Saturday August 1, at Mount Clear College's Gay E. Gough Theatre, commencing at 1pm.  

If you would like to come along to the performance, please click the link below to access tickets!  

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1608568 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1608568
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

State Cross Country 
A huge congratulations to Nellie and Lawrence who both ran so brilliantly at last Thursday's Victorian State Cross 
Country event at the Yarra Valley Racecourse. In true cross country conditions they both gave their absolute best 
alongside the best runners from all over Victoria. You both should be very proud of your achievements. 
 
BNA After school netball 
This term SFX will be represented by 4 wonderful teams made up of students from Years 3 - 6 in the Ballarat Netball 
Association after school netball competition. We wish all teams, players and coaches all the best for the season. 
Continue to develop your skills, work as a team and have fun! 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 4 - Friday Aug 7th - Ballarat Catholic Primary Schools Athletics @ Llanberris (selected students from Yr 3, 
4, 5 & 6) 

• Week 5 - Friday Aug 14th - Division Basketball @ Selkirk Stadium (selected students from Yr 5/6) *also a 
student free day 

• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return 
them to Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a fantastic week. 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• Silver Coin Challenge – BRING IN ALL YOUR SPARE CHANGE 
Monday 20th July – Friday 31st July   
How Silver coin challenge works - each class are provided a container, children can bring in coins throughout 
the 2 week period, the class (1 from each year level) who collects the most amount of money will then have a 
pizza lunch as their prize at a date selected by the school – thanks to Carboni’s 

  
• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 

Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class chat 
group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays 
            $1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 

The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few time each term so that we are not reliant on the same 
1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737 and come and learn next Monday at our Milkshake Monday.  Please don’t think that someone 
else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not 
be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  
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• Uniform Shop 
Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you with 
any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 

  
• SAVE THE DATES:   Trivia Night – Friday 4th September 

School Disco – Thursday 17th September 
  
• DONATIONS/PRIZES needed 

As part of our Trivia night, we run a silent auction as well as a Raffle on the night – if you are able to assist 
with a Donation/Prize, please reach out to a member of our P&F or leave your donation in the office.  

  
• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the entire 
term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
 
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real difference, 
and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, please don’t think 
oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered once or twice a year it 
would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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Attachments 
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Community News 
 
 
 

 
 

TERM 3 2026 GROUPS 
 
Circle of Security – 8-week program: Designed for parents and carers of children aged 0-12 
years who want to strengthen their relationship with their children. 
 
Tuning in to Toddlers – 6-week program: Suitable for parents and carers with a child/children 
from 18 months to 4 years of age. This course gives parents information about their toddler’ 
brain, physical and emotional development. 
 
Tuning in to Kids - 6-week program: For parents and carers of children 1 to 11 years of age. 
Parents learn different ways to talk with and understand their child. 
 
Tuning in to Teens - 6-week program: For parents and carers of children 12 to 18 years of 
age. Parents learn different ways to talk with and understand their child, as well as how to help 
their young person manage emotions and deal with conflict. 
 
Dads Tool Kit – 8-week program: For dads/male carers to learn about how to meet their 
children’s and family’s needs. 
 
Dads Tool Kit Intensive- 2-day program (8th and 15th September): For dads to learn about 
how to meet their children’s and family’s needs.  
 
Dad’s Baby Bag – For new or expecting Dads/Caregivers to build understanding of baby’s 
developmental needs. 
 
Dad’s Tuning in to Kids-For male parents and caregivers of children 1 to 11 years of age. 
Learn different ways to communicate with and understand their child. 
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