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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Tuesday 18th August 
Bookings for Student Led 

Conferences open 
 

Friday 21st August 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 1GH 
 

Monday 24th August 
9am Book Week Dress Up 

Parade for Foundation, 
Years 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 

 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 

coin donations 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

  

Book Week Dress Up 
Parade for Year 5 at the 

end of FLP Assembly 
 

Tuesday 1st September 
Student Led Conferences  

  

Wednesday 2nd September 
Student Led Conferences  

 

Thursday 3rd September 
Last day for Book Club 6 

orders 
 

Friday 4th September 
Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 

 

Fathers/Special Friends Day 
Liturgy 

2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym 
2.40pm Family Group 

Liturgies in Classrooms  
 

No Assembly today 
 

Trivia Night 
 

Wednesday 9th September  
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

6pm in the Library 
Instrumental Music 

Showcase by Tim’s students 
 

 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

Our school was closed last Friday for a staff development day. It was an important day for us 
as we gathered to explore the spirituality of Saint Francis of Assisi in the 800th anniversary year 
of his death. 

Saint Francis of Assisi is sometimes regarded as a bit of a rock star in some circles. His life was 
complicated and yet his message was simple. As a young man he was supposed to continue 
building his family’s wealth as an importer, but he chose a very different path. He chose to 
dedicate his life to simplicity, poverty, prayer and meditation. His family tried so hard to 
convince him of his duties, even kidnapping him and locking him in a cellar until he came to 
his senses! 

However, it wasn’t to be. Francis was driven by visions of a better world where all people are 
embraced in the love of God, and all creatures are valued for their place in an ever-evolving 
story of creation. His prayers for peace are recognized today as a creed for a troubled world. 

We use the message of Saint Francis in many ways in school today. Through the encyclical 
written by Pope Francis in 2015, Laudato Si’. On Caring for Our Common Home, we work with 
the children to develop understandings that all are made in the image of a loving God. With 
this edict, we are then called to live a life of stewardship as co-creators of the planet. If we 
want to live in a better world, then it’s up to us to form it. A big message for little people, but 
an important one, nonetheless. 

Big changes can begin with little steps. Our children are learning this each day at school. By 
living a considered life, we can all build a healthier planet. And that is surely something worth 
striving for. 

 
God bless,  

  
Mark Hogbin 
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Thursday 10th September  
6pm in the Library 

Instrumental Music 
Showcase by Lauren’s 

students, Chris’ students 
and our choir 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
Start of T4/Mercy Day Mass 

 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Junior Sports Day @ SFX 
For F-Y2 and Yr 6 Sports 

Captains 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Greater Western Region 

Basketball (Girls A) 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GT 

 

Wednesday 28th October 
Division Golf Tournament 

@ Mt Xavier Golf Club 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 

 

 

Traffic around our school 

Please be mindful of all traffic when approaching or leaving our school. 
The peak traffic times of 8.30am and 3.15pm are very busy periods with 
children and adults moving around parked vehicles. By adhering to 
speed limits and obeying traffic rules we can all work together to keep 
our children and ourselves safe. 

School Closure Day 

Thank you to all families for supporting our school closure day last Friday. Our final school 
closure day for the 2026 school year will be held on Monday 2 November when our staff will 
be working on assessment and reporting. 

Squishy Toys 

We have recently had several incidents involving popular squishy toys breaking and leaking 
while at school. Unfortunately, some of these toys contain unidentified substances that may 
cause irritation or harmful reactions if they come into contact with the skin, eyes or mouth. 

For the safety and wellbeing of all our students, we are asking that the latest range of squishy 
toys remain at home and not be brought to school. We appreciate your support in helping us 
maintain a safe environment for all children. 
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 4ZA 

 

Friday 13th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 2TS 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6JS 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
End of Year Mass 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

 

 

We're very excited about our 
upcoming Instrumental Music 
Showcase evenings! These 
events are an informal 
opportunity for children who 
learn an instrument at St 
Francis Xavier to share their 
learning with their families 
and friends, with an 
encouraging audience and the 
support of their music tutor! 

Families involved in our 
instrumental music program 
are asked to keep an eye on 
their emails and seesaw for 
further information! 

Tim's students will share their 
learning on Wednesday 
September 9, and Chris and 
Lauren's students, along with 
our choir, will share their 
learning on Thursday 
September 10.  
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Curriculum News 
 

Week 8 of this term your child(ren) will be showcasing their school work and discussing 
learning goals with you through their Student-Led Conferences. During Student – Led 
Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with you about their school work, while 
teachers will help direct conversation. 
Each Student-Led Conference will run for 13 minutes, and we strongly encourage all 
families to attend. Please note that children are required to be present at these sessions. 

We look forward to positive and meaningful Student-Led Conferences that highlight and celebrate each child’s 
achievements. 

Bookings for Student Led Conferences will be open MONDAY 17th August. Please follow the process below to make 
your bookings.  
Today you would have received an email from school with a link and code to use to log in for our Upcoming Student 
Led Conferences. This is completed through School Interviews platform. 
 
School Interviews – Booking Process: 

1. Visit schoolinterviews.com.au/code 
2. Click on ‘Make a Booking’ 
3. Put in the event code:               87myu 
4. Follow the instructions to make your Student Led Conference time 

 

 
 

Week of August 9 - August 16 at St Francis Xavier Primary School - Ballarat East 

                                              
 
 
 
 
 

                                            212 New Student Posts 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 

                                72 Comments  

Looking forward to our Book Week celebrations next week. 
 

Enjoy your week! 

 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching 

 
 
 
 

https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
https://app.seesaw.me/#/org/org.ce61fc19-9a9c-4300-b558-6764e2cb75dc
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                   The Great Book Swap!  

         Let the Stories Play On 

          Sharing Stories, Caring for Our Common Home 
 

Inspired by Pope Francis' message in Laudato Si', ‘The Great Book Swap’ is a wonderful way to care for our common 
home while sharing the joy of reading. Instead of buying new books, students are invited to bring along one or two 
fiction or non-fiction books in good condition.  

For every book donated, students will receive a Book Swap Token to exchange for another book during their class’s 
allocated Book Swap session. 

For example, a Year 4 student will bring one or two books that would be suitable for other Year 4 students. They will 
receive a token for each book donated and then their token(s) to choose a different book to take home! By giving 
books a new home, we reduce waste, make the most of our resources, and help foster a love of reading across our 
school community. 

Start searching your bookshelves for some well-loved fiction and interesting non-fiction books ready for a new 
reader. Remember don’t bring them to school until Week 7! 

Together, we can share stories, care for creation, and celebrate Book Week in a meaningful way. We can't wait to 
see all the wonderful books finding new readers during Book Week! 
 

Week 6 

Wednesday 19th August Author Visit - David Lawrence    Year 5 and 6 

Week 7 

Monday 24th August Dress up Parade -  
Foundation, Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mr Hogbin 

Tuesday 25th August The Great Book Swap  
Foundation, Year 1 and 2    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Meneely 

Tuesday 25th August Author Visit - Ben Sanders    Years 3 and 4 

Wednesday 26th 
August 

The Great Book Swap  
Year 3 and 4    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Ms Harty 

Thursday 27th 
August 

The Great Book Swap  
Year 5 and 6    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Clark 

Friday 28th August ‘Symphony’ Celebrations with our Music Students    
Year 2 / 3 building steps 

 

Dress Up Parade - Year 5  

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Mohr 

Week 8 

Thursday 3rd 
September 

Something Special! Book Week Performance 

Foundation, Year 1 and 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 

         Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader  
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Every Week is Bullying No Way at St Francis Xavier 

Throughout Term 3, our school has been intentionally preparing for Bullying No Way Week by sharing a series of 
messages during our weekly assemblies. Rather than focusing on bullying for just one week of the year, we want our 
students to understand that at St Francis Xavier, every week is Bullying No Way week. 

Each week we have explored a different aspect of bullying, including what bullying is (and what it isn't), the 
importance of using our words and actions kindly, how to be an upstander rather than a bystander, the impact of 
online behaviour, and the power each of us has to make our school a safe and welcoming place for everyone. 

One of our key messages has been that bullying is when someone repeatedly uses their power to deliberately hurt 
another person who finds it difficult to stop it. We have also been reminding students that while some people may 
use their power to hurt others, every one of us can choose to use our power to include, support and show kindness. 

These conversations are helping to build a shared understanding across the school and reinforce that creating a 
culture of respect, empathy and belonging is everyone's responsibility. Small actions—inviting someone to join a 
game, speaking kindly, standing beside a classmate, or asking an adult for help—can make a big difference. 

We encourage families to continue these conversations at home by asking your child what they have been learning 
about bullying, kindness and being an upstander. When schools and families work together with consistent 
messages, we can help every child feel safe, valued and connected. 

Together, let's continue to show that every week is Bullying No Way week. 

 

 
 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                            

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Division Basketball 
SFX was proudly represented by 4 magnificent teams at last Friday's Eureka Division Basketball competition at Selkirk 
Stadium and the Minerdome, taking on various other primary schools from across the local area. 

All teams showed fantastic teamwork, determination and sportspersonship throughout the day in all of their 
matches. Our students worked hard on the court, encouraged one another and represented our school with great 
pride. 

There were some exciting games, plenty of great passes, shots and defensive efforts, and lots of smiles along the 
way. Most importantly, the students supported each other and demonstrated what it means to be part of a positive 
team. 

Well done to our Girls A team that progressed to the Regional tournament next term, to our Boys A who just fell 
short in a fantastic Grand Final, the Girls B for winning their Grand Final and the Boys B that finished 2nd in their 
Pool. 

A huge congratulations to all of our students for their efforts. A big thankyou to all of the families and friends that 
came along to support our teams, and a special mention to Que and Nathan for coaching on the day. 

2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) TBC 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
Term 4: 

• Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Junior Sports Day @ SFX (F-Y2 & Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
• Week 3 - Friday October 23rd - Greater Western Region Basketball (Girls A) -  
• Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 28th - Division Golf tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from Yr 

5/6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a magnificent week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
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P&F News 
 

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class chat 
group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays 
           $1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 

The P&F are looking for anyone who would like to learn how to run Milkshake Mondays – they will then be 
put on a rotating roster to co-ordinate Milkshakes a few time each term so that we are not reliant on the same 
1 or 2 people running this each week – if this is something you would like to do please contact Lisa on 
0412 647 737 and come and learn next Monday at our Milkshake Monday.  Please don’t think that someone 
else will sign up so I don’t need to – if we cannot get the volunteers to co-ordinate this each week we will not 
be able to run this and then the Children miss out. 
We will also require 5 additional volunteers to assist each week via sign up in your class chat.  

 
• Uniform Shop 

Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you with 
any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10. 

  
• SAVE THE DATES:   Trivia Night – Friday 4th September 

School Disco – Thursday 17th September 
  
• DONATIONS/PRIZES needed 

As part of our Trivia night, we run a silent auction as well as a Raffle on the night – if you are able to assist 
with a Donation/Prize, please reach out to a member of our P&F or leave your donation in the office.  

  
• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the entire 
term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
 
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real difference, 
and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, please don’t think 
oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered once or twice a year it 
would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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 Attachments 
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Community News 
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