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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Friday 28th August 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Diabetes Australia 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FLP 

  

Book Week Dress Up 
Parade for Year 5 at the 

end of FLP Assembly 
 

Tuesday 1st September 
Father’s Day Stall for 

Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2  
 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Wednesday 2nd September 
Father’s Day Stall  

for Year 3 & Year 4  
 

Student Led Conferences  
 

Thursday 3rd September 
Father’s Day Stall  

for Year 5 & Year 6 
 

Last day for Book Club 6 
orders 

 

Friday 4th September 
Father’s Day Stall for 

anyone who missed out 
 

Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
at SFX 

 

Fathers/Special Friends Day 
Liturgy 

2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym 
2.40pm Family Group 

Liturgies in Classrooms  
 

No Assembly today 
 

6.30pm Trivia Night in gym 
 

Wednesday 9th September  
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

6pm in the Library 
Instrumental Music 

Showcase by Tim’s students 
 

 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

Along with schools across the country, we celebrate Book Week this week. 

Do you remember dressing up for Book Week when you were at school? Who was your 
favourite storybook character? What was your favourite costume? Who was your favourite 
author? The careful management of childhood dreams and parental artistic abilities when it 
comes to costume making remains as strong today as ever, and I am happy to report that Book 
Week is alive and well at Saint Francis Xavier school today! 

As the first educators of your children, you already know the importance of reading every day. 
Regular reading helps children develop strong literacy skills, while also nurturing their curiosity 
and interest in the wider world. One thing we can sometimes forget is the importance of 
modelling reading to our children. When children see their parents reading by choice and for 
pleasure, they begin to understand that reading is not simply something we do for school—it 
is something we do because we enjoy it. Escaping into an adventure, enjoying a romance or 
solving a mystery, reading for pleasure really can’t be underrated. Even ten or fifteen minutes 
of reading each day can help foster a love of books that lasts a lifetime. That’s not a bad habit 
to develop at all! 

As we celebrate great literature at school this week, let’s take the opportunity to switch off the 
television, put away the technology and enjoy the shared experience of getting lost in a good 
story. Who knows where a good book might take you? 

God bless,  

  
Mark Hogbin 

 

 
Book week parade 
Classes in Foundation, Yr.1, Yr.2, Yr.3, Yr.4, and Yr.6 
had their Book Week Parade this morning at 
assembly in the gym. It was wonderful to see a 
great variety of costumes and have lots of family 
members there to support our Parade. 

Children in Yr. 5 will have a special parade on Friday 
at our school assembly due to their planned 
secondary school transition day today.  

St Francis Xavier Primary School 
Newsletter 

Monday 24th August 2026 
Term 3 Week 7 

 

P.O. Box 2027 
Ballarat East VIC 3354 

Phone: 5331 6311 
 

Email: principal@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au   



 
St. Francis Xavier Primary School is a Child Safe School called to action through Gospel values and Mercy tradition. 
Through the mission of Jesus within the Mercy tradition, we are called to action in pursuing fullness of life for all.         2. 

 

 

Thursday 10th September  
6pm in the Library 

Instrumental Music 
Showcase by Lauren’s 

students, Chris’ students 
and our choir 

 

Friday 11th September 
No Assembly today 

 

Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Adekate Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
9.30am Start of T4/ 
Mercy Day Mass at 

St Alipius Church 
 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Junior Sports Day @ SFX 
for F-Y2 and Yr 6 Sports 

Captains 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Greater Western Region 

Basketball (Girls A) at 
Selkirk Stadium 

 

Yr 2 Pax Hill Camp 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GT 

 

Wednesday 28th October 
Division Golf Tournament 

@ Mt Xavier Golf Club 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 
 
 
 

Funding for all staff in our catholic schools 
The following message has been sent to families across all our schools from the Victorian 
Catholic Education Authority (VCEA). It provides an update on the ongoing discussions 
regarding better working and pay conditions for all staff across our schools: 

Dear parent/guardian, 

Teachers and support staff make an extraordinary contribution to the success of our students 
and school communities. Negotiations are currently underway for a new enterprise agreement 
to recognise this work through improved wages and conditions.  

The Victorian Catholic Education Authority (VCEA) has been negotiating for a new cooperative 
agreement on behalf of 34 Catholic education employers, including our school, since early 
2025. While negotiations are ongoing, Catholic schools have committed to matching the total 
percentage wage increases to be provided by the state government in government schools. 
Based on the state government’s July wage offer, this will be at least 28.3 per cent over 4 
years.  

While these changes will be government-funded in state schools, Catholic schools will not 
receive additional government funding commensurate with the additional cost. The cost will 
need to be supported through our usual budget and planning processes.  

This is a significant change for school budgets that will take some time to work through. We 
are currently undertaking planning and budgeting activities for 2027 to ensure we are well 
placed to support our staff, students and the school community into the future.  As we work 
through our planning processes, we remain focused on delivering a high-quality Catholic 
education for every student. We are fortunate to have a team of outstanding teachers and 
staff at our school. We value their contribution, and recognise the expertise, hard work and 
care they bring to our school community every day. We look forward to providing further 
information as negotiations progress. 

Our staff at Saint Francis Xavier do an amazing job of caring for 485 students every day. It is 
our desire for all staff to be recognised fairly for their efforts, so that we can keep growing the 
educators of the future. 

News from our Parents & Friends 
We are preparing for a busy second half of term at the moment. At our 
meeting last week we planned for our traditional Fathers & Special 
Friends afternoon on Friday 4th September. As always we look forward to 
welcoming these great people into our school. We also planned our 
major fundraiser, The Amazingly Great Trivia night at school! This 
evening of entertainment is brought to us by Trivia with A Twist who 
work hard to ensure that everyone has a great night out. Please mark 
the date in your diary (Friday 4 September) and come along to support 

our school, meet some new friends and have a fun night out.  Tickets are just $17.00 per head. 
You can organise a table or we can place you on one. See you there! 

Free Dress Friday 
As we approach the last Friday in the month it will once again become our Free Dress Friday. 
This month we are raising funds for Diabetes Australia, and we really appreciate any gold coin 
donations that can be brought along for the cause. If every child in our school donates $1.00 
then we would be able to donate $485.00 and that would be amazing! Around 13,200 children 
and young adults live with type 1 diabetes in Australia so any money we can donate will be 
put towards very useful research.  
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Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Thursday 5th November 
Art Exhibition 

 

Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 4ZA 

 

Friday 13th November 
12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 2TS 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6JS 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass in 

school gym 
 

Thursday 10th December 
5pm Christmas Carols 

 

Monday 14th December 
Year 6 Big Day Out 

 

Tuesday 15th December 
5.30pm Year 6 Graduation 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

 

 

We're very excited about our 
upcoming Instrumental Music 
Showcase evenings! These 
events are an informal 
opportunity for children who 
learn an instrument at St 
Francis Xavier to share their 
learning with their families 
and friends, with an 
encouraging audience and the 
support of their music tutor! 

Families involved in our 
instrumental music program 
are asked to keep an eye on 
their emails and seesaw for 
further information! 

Tim's students will share their 
learning on Wednesday 
September 9, and Chris and 
Lauren's students, along with 
our choir, will share their 
learning on Thursday 
September 10.  
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Staff Faith Formation Day 
Last Friday, our staff gathered at Bungaree for a day of 
prayer, reflection and learning as we explored the Jubilee 
Year of St Francis of Assisi – 800 Years of a Call to Peace. 
 
Beginning with Mass at St Michael's Church, we reflected on 
the life and legacy of St Francis and what it means to be 
people who build peace, reconciliation and hope in our 
school community. We are grateful to Fr Justin Driscoll for 
leading us throughout the day, challenging us to consider 
how we can continue to create a culture of encounter, 
welcome, dignity and deep listening at St Francis Xavier. 
 
We returned to school with a simple but powerful question: 
What have we been given… that we are now called to give? 
 
This Week's Gospel – Who Do You Say I Am? (Matthew 16:13–20) 
In this Sunday's Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples a simple but profound question: "Who do you say I am?" 
 
Peter responds with faith, recognising Jesus as the Messiah. Jesus then entrusts Peter with an important mission, 
reminding us that each of us is called to know Jesus personally and to live out our faith with courage. 
 
This Gospel challenges us to think about our own response. We don't answer Jesus' question only with our words, 
but with the way we live each day. Every act of kindness, forgiveness and service is a way of saying who Jesus is to 
us. 
 
A message for families: 
Our staff reflection day and this Sunday's Gospel share a common message. Knowing Jesus leads us to action. As 
followers of Christ, we are called to become instruments of peace in our homes, our school and our wider 
community. 
 
When we choose welcome over exclusion, forgiveness over resentment, and listening over judgement, we reveal 
something of who Jesus is to those around us. 
 
A family reflection: 
 
Who has helped you grow in your faith? 
 
How can our family be a source of peace for others this week? 
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Our challenge for the week: 
 
Choose one way to be an instrument of peace this week. 
 

• Welcome someone who may feel left out. 
• Listen carefully before responding. 
• Offer forgiveness or encouragement to someone who needs it. 

 
Small acts of peace, lived each day, help bring the Gospel to life. 
 
 

Casual Clothes Day – Friday 28th August 

This Friday, students are invited to 
wear casual clothes and bring along a 
gold coin donation (or more) to 
support Diabetes Australia. 

Diabetes affects hundreds of 
thousands of Australians, including 
many children and young people. 
Living with diabetes means carefully 
managing blood glucose levels every 
day, and it can have a significant 
impact on daily life for individuals 
and their families. Diabetes Australia 
provides education, support, 
advocacy and funds research to help 
improve the lives of those living with 
diabetes. 

At SFX, we are called to live out our Franciscan values of compassion, generosity and care for others. By taking part 
in this Casual Clothes Day, we can help support people living with diabetes while also raising awareness and 
understanding of a condition that affects many members of our wider community. 

Thank you for your generosity. Every donation, no matter the size, helps make a difference. 

 

 
 
 

Michael Marshall, Religious Education Leader 
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Curriculum News 
 
Happy 2026 Book Week! What a great celebration we had this morning to kick off Book Week with our School 
assembly. 

The Importance of Reading  

 

Reading every day is one of the most valuable things we can do to support our children’s 
learning and development. Regular reading builds vocabulary, strengthens 
comprehension, develops imagination and helps children become confident, capable 
learners. Whether reading independently, sharing a book together or listening to a story, 
every reading experience counts. A few minutes each day can make a lasting difference. 
We encourage all families to make reading a regular and enjoyable part of life at home. 
 

 
 
 

Student Led Conferences 
 
Week 8 of this term your child(ren) will be showcasing their school work and 
discussing learning goals with you through their Student-Led Conferences. During 
Student – Led Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with you about 
their school work, while teachers will help direct conversation. 
Each Student-Led Conference will run for 13 minutes, and we strongly encourage 
all families to attend. Please note that children are required to be present at 

these sessions. 
We look forward to positive and meaningful Student-Led Conferences that highlight and celebrate each child’s 
achievements. 
Bookings for Student Led Conferences are open.  Please follow the process below to make your bookings. 
 
School Interviews – Booking Process: 
1. Visit schoolinterviews.com.au/code 
2. Click on ‘Make a Booking’ 
3. Put in the event code: 87myu 
4. Follow the instructions to make your Student Led Conference time 
 
 

Enjoy Book Week. 

 

 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching 

 
 
 
 

http://schoolinterviews.com.au/code
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        2026 BOOK WEEK 
       The Great Book Swap! 
       Let the Stories Play On 

          Sharing Stories, Caring for Our Common Home 
 

Don’t forget to bring 1 or 2 books to swap on your allocated day! 

The allocated times are:  Tuesday - Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 
     Wednesday - Years 3 and 4 
     Thursday - Years 5 and 6 

By giving books a new home, we reduce waste, make the most of our resources, and help foster a love of reading 
across our school community. 

Ben Sanders 

Ben will visit our Year 3 and 4 students on Tuesday this week. He spends his 
days drawing and writing in his little studio in Ballarat. Some days he 
illustrates for international publications like Wall Street Journal. Other days 
he’s writing children’s picture books and creating colourful characters like 
Lento & Fox or naughty fruit such as Bad Apple. We look forward to learning 
all about his new graphic novels in the Agent Harrier Series.  

 

 

Week 7 

Monday 24th August Dress up Parade -  
Foundation, Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 6. 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mr Hogbin 

Tuesday 25th August The Great Book Swap  
Foundation, Year 1 and 2    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Meneely 

Tuesday 25th August Author Visit - Ben Sanders    Years 3 and 4 

Wednesday 26th 
August 

The Great Book Swap  
Year 3 and 4    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Ms Harty 

Thursday 27th August The Great Book Swap  
Year 5 and 6    Undercover - First Break 

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Clark 

Friday 28th August ‘Symphony’ Celebrations with our Music Students    
Year 2 / 3 building steps 

 

Dress Up Parade - Year 5  

Storytime in the library 

Second break - Mrs Mohr 

Week 8 

Thursday 3rd 
September 

Something Special! Book Week Performance 

Foundation, Year 1 and 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 

            Lindy Harty, Literacy Leader  
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Book Week is one of my favourite weeks of the year! 

It’s not only the fun of sharing books and dressing up as a favourite character- to me it brings back such wonderful 
memories of being snuggled up and read to as a child.  

One of my earliest memories is my mother reading me the whole series of Winnie the Pooh by A.A. Milne. I still can’t 
help but smile when I think of Pooh getting stuck after eating too much honey! 

In turn, reading books at bedtime was a time of precious connection with my own boys. It was a nightly routine that 
we did together and it had special meaning for our family. 

 

Family rituals are important to the health and well-being of today's families trying to juggle busy demands of work, 
home, school, social lives and uncertainty. Your family rituals may not include reading at night, but could be watching 
a footy game together, cooking, gardening, board games or family celebrations. These are times that create shared 
memories, build family relationships and provide comfort and stability in our life.  

Family rituals give you and your children a sense of security, identity and belonging.  

In the attached article, parenting expert Maggie Dent shares why family rituals are so important. 

 

Why not grab a book and start your own family ritual tonight? 

 

 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                            

mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Local Finals 
Good luck to all of the students and staff that are currently participating in local football and netball finals. Keep 
enjoying the game, doing your best and being the best teammate you can be. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) @ SFX 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
Term 4: 

• Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Junior Sports Day @ SFX (F-Y2 & Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
• Week 3 - Friday October 23rd - Greater Western Region Basketball (Girls A) @ Selkirk Stadium 
• Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 28th - Division Golf tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from 

Yr 5/6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please 
return them to Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
Have a tremendous week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• Silver Coin Challenge – Pizzas this week for winning classes – Thanks to Carboni’s 
Tuesday 25th – FTW, 1GH, 2MH 
Wednesday 26th – 3LL, 4KB 
Thursday 27th – 5CC, 6PB 

  
• Trivia Night 

Friday 4th September – 6.30pm in the school Gym 
Don’t forget to book your table/seat – we look forward to seeing many of you on the night 
BYO food – drinks at bar prices 
 

• DONATIONS/PRIZES needed 
As part of our Trivia night, we run a silent auction as well as a Raffle on the night – if you are able to assist 
with a Donation/Prize, please reach out to a member of our P&F or leave your donation in the office.  
If you have committed to donating a prize, please bring them into the office and leave them with Anita as soon 
as possible. 

  
• Father’s Day Stall – first break in the undercover area 

Gifts priced from $2 - $7 
Tuesday 1st September – Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 
Wednesday 2nd September - Year 3 & Year 4 
Thursday 3rd September – Year 5 & Year 6 
Friday 4th September – catch up for anyone who missed out 
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• SAVE THE DATES: School Disco – Thursday 17th September – more details to come 
   

• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class chat 
group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays 

$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
We require 5 volunteers to assist each week please sign up via the link sent in your Class chat  

  
• Uniform Shop 

Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you with 
any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10 

   
• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the entire 
term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real difference, 
and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, please don’t think 
oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered once or twice a year it 
would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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 Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    21st August 2026    Hosted by 1GH     Theme: Respect 
Respect means considering the feelings and wishes of others, respecting myself and caring for all of creation. 
We show respect because Jesus shows us that everyone is important and because our world needs our care. 

 

FLP Lola Mahar and Harry Howe 4RR Paityn Grant and Wilson Quinlan 

FJS Tomas MacGillivray & Alfred Bromley 4ZA Mila Quandt & Patrick Robinson 

FBO Kingston Pitman and Daisy Bye 4KB Lachy Just & Oskar Olszewski 

FTW Emerson Somerville and Ivy Jolly 5CC Jameson Campbell and Paddy Ludbrook 

1GH Hudson Nicholson and Harvey Rowland 5LD Ned Kersley and Willow Prato 

1EM Lenny Richards and Eden Vanderkley 5ML Connor White and Abbey Williams  

1GT Marley Gull and Blake Morvell 6PB Hannah Firth and Eliza Hanrahan  

2GJ Blake Pitman and Patrick Olechnowicz 6JS Sadie Buntsma and Maddie Purtell 

2MH Lachie Skewes & Aria Steinman 6MM Sibella Moore and Levi Crowe 

2TS Sophie Quinlan & Bob Nunn EE/Sci 4ZA 

3LL Lachy Hatt Amaiyah Moore PA 4KB for the respect they show each other 

3JT Annie Ludbrook & Charlie Ryan  VA Shirley Dorning & Henry Sertori (1GH) 

3ZP Birdie Toohey & Patrick Lenaghan PE Oliver Quinlan and Maeve Williams 

  Tch Mia Cadogan (3LL) and Mayo Baruwa (3LC) 

Principal’s Award:  Casey Hartup & James Cyples for reaching out the hand of friendship to other students in our 
school. 
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Community News 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


