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Term 3 (10 weeks) 
Mon 13th Jul-Fri 18th Sep 

 

Tuesday 1st September 
Father’s Day Stall for 

Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2  
 

Student Led Conferences 
 

Wednesday 2nd September 
Father’s Day Stall  

for Year 3 & Year 4  
 

Student Led Conferences  
 

Thursday 3rd September 
Father’s Day Stall  

for Year 5 & Year 6 
 

Last day for Book Club 6 
orders 

 

Friday 4th September 
Father’s Day Stall for 

anyone who missed out 
 

Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) 
at SFX 

 

Fathers/Special Friends Day 
Liturgy 

2pm Afternoon Tea in Gym 
2.40pm Family Group 

Liturgies in Classrooms  
 

No Assembly today 
 

6.30pm Trivia Night in gym 
 

Wednesday 9th September  
Division Athletics @ 

Llanberris (qualifiers from 
BCPS Aths – Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 

6pm in the Library 
Instrumental Music 

Showcase by Tim’s students 
 

Thursday 10th September  
6pm in the Library 

Instrumental Music 
Showcase by Lauren’s 

students, Chris’ students 
and our choir 

 

Friday 11th September 
1.45pm-3.00pm 

Market Day 
 

No Assembly today 
 
 
 

On the Land of the Wadawurrung People 
 

 

Dear families, 

Are you ready for our huge Trivia Night this Friday evening? It promises to be a fantastic night, 
and we are really looking forward to gathering together as a community, having some fun and 
celebrating our wonderful school. 

Our Parents & Friends Committee has worked tirelessly to organise an evening that will 
challenge the brain, provide plenty of laughs and, importantly, raise funds to support our 
children and our school. We are incredibly grateful for all the time, energy and enthusiasm 
they have invested in making the night possible. 

This year, our fundraising focus is to raise enough money to install a second all-weather play 
area for our students. Our existing area provides a wonderful space for basketball, netball and 
many other ball games, particularly during the wetter months, but having another all-weather 
space would make an enormous difference. 

We have already made a great start. This year, we installed an all-weather surface beneath the 
adventure playground, meaning our students no longer have to negotiate puddles and muddy 
mulch after rain. It has already proven to be a wonderful addition to our school grounds. 

Every fundraising effort contributes towards these goals. The profits from our Milkshake 
Mondays, Zooper Doopers, Hot Lunches and coin challenges all add up, as do the bigger 
events such as our Colour Run and, of course, Trivia Night. It is wonderful to know that the 
children ultimately get to enjoy the results of all these efforts. 

Like all Catholic schools, we rely on the financial support of 
our families and community to help us provide the very best 
opportunities and resources for our students. We are 
incredibly fortunate to have such a generous and supportive 
community, and I thank you for the many ways you 
contribute to the life of our school. 

And finally, I have one important warning for Friday night… 

The staff have filled a table, and we are a force to be 
reckoned with! So come prepared, bring your A-game and be ready for some serious 
competition. We’ll see you on Friday! 

God bless,  

  
Mark Hogbin 
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Tuesday 15th September 
6pm Confirmation at 

Damascus College 
 

Thursday 17th September 
School Disco 

 

Friday 18th September 
Last day of Term 3 

 

Footy Colours Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

Fight Cancer 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Term 4 (11 weeks) 
Mon 5th Oct–Fri 18th Dec 

 

Wednesday 7th October 
Year 3 Adekate Day Camp 

 

Friday 9th October 
9.30am Start of T4/ 
Mercy Day Mass at 

St Alipius Church 
 

Regional Athletics @ 
Llanberris (qualifiers from 

Division Aths-Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 16th October 
Junior Sports Day @ SFX 
for F-Y2 and Yr 6 Sports 

Captains 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 5LD 

 

Friday 23rd October 
Greater Western Region 

Basketball (Girls A) at 
Selkirk Stadium 

 

Yr 2 Pax Hill Camp 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 1GT 

 

Wednesday 28th October 
Division Golf Tournament 

@ Mt Xavier Golf Club 
(selected Yr 5/6 students) 

 

Friday 30th October 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 

MercyWorks 
 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by FTW 

 

Monday 2nd November 
Assessment and Reporting 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 3rd November 
Public Holiday-Melbourne 

Cup    Pupil Free Day 
 

Thursday 5th November 
3.30pm-6pm 

Art Exhibition in school gym 
Gold coin donation 

Fathers & Special Friends Day 
Don’t forget our Fathers and Special Friends gathering on Friday commencing at 2.00pm in the 
Gym before heading up to the classrooms at 2.40pm for a special service commemorating 
these important people in our lives. See you there! 

Father's Day & Special Persons Stall 
The Parents & Friends Committee has been very busy preparing for our Father's Day/Special 
Persons Stall which will be held in the undercover area at first break on the following days:  

Tuesday 1 September - Foundation and Year 1  
Wednesday 2 September - Year 2, 3 and 4 
Thursday 3 September - Year 5 & 6 
Friday 4 September - Catch up all grades  
 

The gifts are priced at $2, $3 and $5 per child.  Lots of great 
gifts to choose from for Dad/special person.   

Student Led Conferences 
Our Student Led Conferences will be held at school this week. These always provide a great 
opportunity for our students to showcase their learning with the support of their teachers at 
school. The conferences form an important part of our commitment to reporting and 
assessment and they are designed to allow students to direct discussions about their progress 
at school. Hopefully all families have been able to jump online and register for the 
Conferences by now. 

Where is Mr. Hogbin? 
Mr. Hogbin is away from school this week attending the Australian Primary Principals 
Conference in Canberra. While he is away Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Mohr will be acting Principals 
for our school. Mr. Hogbin will be back for our special celebrations on Friday. 

Pupil Free Day 
A reminder to all families that our final pupil free day for the year will be held on Monday 2nd 
November. Please note that there will be no classes held at school on this day. 

Staff News 
At this time of year, we often receive news about staff movements and arrangements for the 
new school year. Having met with our wonderful staff recently I am able to inform you of the 
following changes to our staff moving forward: 

• Mrs. Sarah Page will continue in her role at Catholic Education, Ballarat beyond her three-
year secondment from our school. Sarah will continue her work in the stewardship space 
working across the diocese. While we formally say farewell to Mrs. Page at our school, we 
celebrate the knowledge that the great work she has been doing over the past three years 
will continue to influence so many school communities across our diocese. 

• Mrs. Leonie Leviston will be taking leave for the remainder of the 2026 school year. We 
thank Leonie for her dedication, care and commitment to our students and wish her and 
her family all the very best during this time. We are delighted to welcome Mrs. Hayley 
Quinlan to the position of classroom teacher in the Yr. 3 team for the remainder of the 
year. Welcome Mrs. Quinlan! 

• Mr. Aidan Atlas has indicated that he will complete his time with us at the end of this year. 
Aidan will be returning to Melbourne to continue his studies there. We will miss Aidan 
next year and we are very grateful for the opportunities we have had to get to know Aidan 
over his time with us. And for the wonderful job that he does as Learning Support Officer 
for our children. 
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Friday 6th November 
Eureka Division Cricket @ 

Alfredton Reserve (selected 
Yr 5/6 students) 

 

2.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 4ZA 

 

Friday 13th November 
12.40pm Assembly in 
School gym led by 2TS 

 

Colour Run 
 

Friday 20th November 
2.40pm Assembly in 

School gym led by 6JS 
 

Wed 25th-Fri 27th Nov 
Year 5 Kangaroobie Camp 

 

Friday 27th November 
Casual Clothes Day - gold 
coin donations to support 
Ballarat East Vinnies group 

 

No Assembly today 
 

Friday 4th December 
9.30am End of Year Mass in 

school gym 
 

Thursday 10th December 
5pm Christmas Carols 

 

Monday 14th December 
Year 6 Big Day Out 

 

Tuesday 15th December 
5.30pm Year 6 Graduation 

 

Thursday 17th December 
Last 2026 day for students 

 

 

We're very excited about our 
upcoming Instrumental Music 
Showcase evenings! These 
events are an informal 
opportunity for children who 
learn an instrument at St Francis 
Xavier to share their learning 
with their families and friends, 
with an encouraging audience 
and the support of their music 
tutor! 

Families involved in our 
instrumental music program are 
asked to keep an eye on their 
emails and seesaw for further 
information! 

Tim's students will share their 
learning on Wednesday 
September 9, and Chris and 
Lauren's students, along with our 
choir, will share their learning on 
Thursday September 10.  
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Please save the date for our biannual SFX Art Exhibition!  More information to come! 
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Curriculum News 
 

Book Week 2026  
A huge thank you to everyone who helped make our 2026 Book Week – Symphony 
of Stories such a wonderful celebration at St Francis Xavier Primary School. Our 
students were exposed to a fantastic range of activities and experiences 
throughout the week, encouraging a love of reading, stories and imagination. It 
was wonderful to see the excitement and enthusiasm across the school as our 
children immersed themselves in the world of books. 

A very special thank you to our Literacy Leader, Lindy Harty, for the incredible 
organisation, creativity and time that went into coordinating the many activities 
throughout the week. Your efforts helped make Book Week such a memorable 
experience for our students. 

If you haven't had a chance to see any photos, be sure to check out our SFX 
Facebook page, where you can see some of the terrific opportunities and 
wonderful moments from across the week. 
 

Student Led Conferences 
This week your child(ren) will be showcasing their school work and discussing 
learning goals with you through their Student Led Conferences. During Student 
Led Conferences, your child will lead the discussion with you about their school 
work, while teachers will help direct conversation. 
Each Student-Led Conference will run for 13 minutes, and we strongly encourage 
all families to attend. Please note that children are required to be present at 
these sessions. 

We look forward to positive and meaningful Student Led Conferences that highlight and celebrate each child’s 
achievements. 
 
If you haven't already booked, please follow the process below to make your booking. 
School Interviews – Booking Process: 
1. Visit schoolinterviews.com.au/code 
2. Click on ‘Make a Booking’ 
3. Put in the event code: 87myu 
4. Follow the instructions to make your Student Led Conference time 
 
 
Enjoy your week. 

 

                                           Jane Clark, Deputy Principal – Learning & Teaching 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://schoolinterviews.com.au/code
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This Friday, we look forward to welcoming our Dads and Special Friends to our Father’s Day Liturgy. It will be a lovely 
opportunity to come together as a school community and celebrate the special men who play such an important role 
in the lives of our children. 

As society changes, so too does the role of fathers. My own Dad probably saw his role within our family as 
predominantly being the breadwinner and disciplinarian. Much of the parenting advice in the 1980s was directed 
towards mothers as the primary caregivers, with less recognition of the important role men played in their children’s 
development. 

Thankfully, this has changed significantly. Over the past few decades, research has shown us just how much Dads – 
and other positive male role models such as teachers, coaches, church leaders, uncles and grandfathers – matter. 
Their influence and positive impact on children’s development cannot be understated. 

This is one of the reasons our Respectful Relationships learning is so important. Helping children to recognise and 
question gender norms and stereotypes gives them the opportunity to develop a broader understanding of what it 
means to be a boy, a girl, a man or a woman. By challenging limiting stereotypes from an early age, we can help 
children grow into young people who are more respectful, understanding and accepting of themselves and others. 
We want our children to understand that caring, nurturing, showing emotions, being strong, providing for others and 
asking for help are all human qualities – not qualities that belong to one particular gender. 

Attached is an article by Michael Grose celebrating the important place of Dads and Special People in the lives of our 
children. As we approach Father’s Day, it is a wonderful reminder of the many men who encourage, support, guide 
and love our children. 

You can also check out our Special School TV Report about the positive impact fathers and male role models can 
have on their child’s mental health and wellbeing 
 
Here is the link to this topic http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-fathers-day 

We look forward to celebrating with you on Friday and wish all our Dads and Special People a very happy Father’s 
Day for Sunday! 

 

 

 

             Christine Meneely (School Counsellor and Wellbeing/ MHiPS Leader) 
             Contact me on : cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au                            

http://sfxballarat.catholic.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/celebrating-fathers-day
mailto:cmeneely@sfxballarat.catholic.edu.au
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Sport/Physical Education News 
 

Local Finals 
Good luck to all of the students and staff that are currently participating in local football and netball finals. Keep 
enjoying the game, doing your best and being the best teammate you can be. 
 
2026 SFX SPORTS DATES 
Term 3: 

• Week 8 - Friday Sep 4th - Interschool Sport (Yr 5/6) @ SFX 
• Week 9 - Wednesday Sep 9th - Division Athletics @ Llanberris (qualifiers from BCPS Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 

 
Term 4: 

• Week 1 - Friday Oct 9th - Regional Athletics @ Llanberris (Qualifiers from Division Aths - Yr 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
• Week 2 - Friday Oct 16th - Junior Sports Day @ SFX (F-Y2 & Yr 6 Sports Captains) 
• Week 3 - Friday October 23rd - Greater Western Region Basketball (Girls A) @ Selkirk Stadium 
• Week 4 - Wednesday Oct 28th - Division Golf tournament @ Mt Xavier Golf Club (selected students from 

Yr 5/6) 
• Week 5 - Friday Nov 6th - Eureka Division Cricket @ Alfredton Reserve (selected students from Yr 5/6) 

 
SFX Football Jumpers, Singlets & Netball dresses/bibs 
If you have any SFX Football jumpers, singlets or netball dresses/bibs at home could you please return them to 
Mr Down or Mr Carroll or drop them into the office. 
 
 
Have a wonderful week. 
 
 

Shaun Carroll, SFX Sport Coordinator 
 

P&F News 
 

• Trivia Night 
Friday 4th September – 6.30pm in the school Gym 
Don’t forget to book your table/seat – we look forward to seeing many of you on the night 
BYO food – drinks at bar prices 
 

• DONATIONS/PRIZES needed 
As part of our Trivia night, we run a silent auction as well as a Raffle on the night – if you are able to assist 
with a Donation/Prize, please reach out to a member of our P&F or leave your donation in the office.  
If you have committed to donating a prize, please bring them into the office and leave them with Anita as soon 
as possible. 

  
• Father’s Day Stall – first break in the undercover area 

Gifts priced from $2 - $7 
Tuesday 1st September – Foundation, Year 1 & Year 2 
Wednesday 2nd September - Year 3 & Year 4 
Thursday 3rd September – Year 5 & Year 6 
Friday 4th September – catch up for anyone who missed out 

  
• SAVE THE DATES: School Disco – Thursday 17th September – more details to come 
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• Hot Lunch Reminder – Hot lunches every Friday, place your child’s order on Flexi Schools before 10am 
Thursday – no late orders will be taken – Volunteers needed to help pack – sign up available in your class chat 
group 

  
• Milkshake Mondays 

$1.50 for a milkshake & freckle/or marshmallow 
We require 5 volunteers to assist each week please sign up via the link sent in your Class chat  

  
• Uniform Shop 

Did you know our Second Hand Uniform shop is always open?  Please see the ladies in the office if you wish 
to look at any items in our Second Hand Uniform shop, or reach out to a member of the P&F to help you with 
any of your Uniform needs. 
All items in the Second Hand Uniform shop are between $5 and $10 

   
• VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The P&F relies on volunteers each and every week to help pack Hot Lunches and assist with Milkshake 
Mondays. 
Your class rep shares the volunteer sign up link in your class chat on a regular basis.  The links cover the entire 
term, allowing you to choose a date that suits you well in advance. 
Unfortunately, we are finding it increasingly difficult to fill all volunteer spots each week.  Without enough 
volunteers, we may need to reduce or change the frequency of these much-loved treats for our children.  
If you have an hour or 2 spare, please consider signing up for a shift.  Every volunteer makes a real difference, 
and your support helps ensure we can continue to offer these special treats for our children, please don’t think 
oh someone else will do it – we are a large community and if each family volunteered once or twice a year it 
would ease the constant request for volunteers. 
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 Attachments 
 

ASSEMBLY AWARDS    28th August 2026    Hosted by FLP     Theme: Excellence 
We show our personal best.  

Excellence means being the best person we can be.  
We always try our hardest, even when it’s difficult, just like Jesus did. 

 

FLP Riley Brown and Nellie Rix 4RR 
Charlie Irving and Rome Davis  
(Wilson Quinlan from last week) 

FJS Will Mumford & Isla McLean  4ZA Ivy Dorning & Evie Loader 

FBO Portia Martin and Levi Wilson 4KB Lilly Bye & Angus Morley 

FTW Jack Allen & Ella Brady 5CC Max Miller and Baxter Steinman 

1GH Shirley Dorning and George Ellis 5LD Malo Hansen and Edie Waldron 

1EM Lily Martin and Zane Carter  5ML Milla Kingston and Maddie Little  

1GT Amelia Reus and Ollie Quinlan  6PB  

2GJ Ella Finley and Toby Wilson 6JS Nixon George and Bridie Millington 

2MH Tex Olszewski and Scottie Toohey 6MM Evie Answer and Paddy Dwyer 

2TS Teddy Bannan & Stella Hipke 
EE/ 
Sci 

Raising Rarity Team 

3LL Mia Cadogan & Emme Cavanagh PA 
Finley Rolfe, Christian Wright and James 
Bosworth for excellence in songwriting 
collaboration 

3JT Indi Nestor & Odie Brooks VA 
Henry Sordello, Riley Brown, Luka Ross & Sage 
Buenen 

3ZP Harriet Walshe & Elliot Fulcher PE Nina Trigg & Oscar Toohey 

  Tch Evie Loader (4ZA) Frederick Lynch (5ML) 

Principal’s Award:  Lola Miles for demonstrating excellent leadership.  
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Community News 
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Hello from Eureka Centre Education team! We are excited to share with your school community some information 
about our upcoming family day, Eureka Sunday, on Sunday 6th December. 

  
Eureka Sunday is a free event for local families to enjoy. The day includes free face painting, Storytime and balance 

play activities with Ballarat Aquatic and Lifestyle Centre (BALC) gymnastics team. 
More information on the day’s events can be found on our website here:  

Eureka Sunday Community Day - Eureka Centre 
  

As part of the day’s celebration, Sean Choolburrah will be performing two 50-minute comedy, dance and hip-hop 
performances at 10:30am and 1:00pm. 

Sean is widely celebrated as the ‘Godfather of Aboriginal Comedy’, and one of Australia’s most engaging and 
dynamic performers. You might recognise him as the voice of Maynard in ‘Bluey’, a guest presenter on ‘Play School’, 

or from the hit ABC series, ‘Black Comedy’. 
  

Tickets to Sean’s shows are $10 for all, with children under 2 years old admitted without a ticket if they remain 
seated on an accompanying adult’s lap. 

Bookings at https://seaneurekasunday.eventbrite.com.au 

https://eurekacentreballarat.com.au/events/eureka-sunday-community-day-3/
https://seaneurekasunday.eventbrite.com.au/

